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Abstract – This contribution presents the analysis of a data set that was put together in the PhD thesis of
Jordi Miró which is part of the OROGEN Project. The Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees, that are the focus of
this report, have been extensively studied over the last years. Several open debates in the Earth Science
community aroused from this realm regarding the formation and reactivation of rift domains and formation
of fold and thrust belts. This report summarizes the main tectonic models proposed to explain both the
extension and reactivation history over this area and compile a series of data to consider for further
discussions and interpretations. This report includes a thematic map of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees
showing an analysis of the tectono-stratigraphic evolution of the area. The map covers an area of more than
33 000 km2 and is a graphic representation of the geology of the region based on a large geodatabase
including previous published maps and field observations. A composite reflection seismic line crossing the
entire Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees from the Ebro foreland basin to the offshore Landes High is also
presented. This section enables to present a continuous dataset along the entire area with the projection of
few drill holes, which are presented with the stratigraphic logs following the same tectono-stratigraphic
legend obtained from the previous analysis. The main goal of this data report is to provide a coherent and
complete dataset to the community, which enables to propose, discuss and test some of the new concepts
related to the formation and reactivation of rifted margins. This data report is complementary to the
contributions of Lescoutre and Manatschal (2020) and Cadenas et al. (in prep) that are part of the same
special volume.
Keywords: Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees / tectono-stratigraphy / seismic data / drill hole data

Résumé – Les Pyrénées Basco–Cantabriques : rapport d’analyse des données. Cette contribution
présente l’analyse d’une compilation de données acquises par Jordi Miró lors de sa thèse de doctorat qui
s’inscrit dans le projet OROGEN. Les Pyrénées Basco-Cantabriques, qui sont l’objet de ce rapport, ont été
largement étudiées au cours de ces dernières années. Cette chaîne orogénique a alimenté de nombreuses
discussions concernant la formation et la réactivation des domaines de rift ainsi que la formation des chaînes
d’avant-pays (« fold-and-thrust belt »). Ce rapport résume les principaux modèles proposés dans la zone
d’étude pour expliquer l’évolution tectonique de l’extension à la réactivation, et compile une série de
données à prendre en considération pour les discussions et interprétations futures. Il comprend notamment
une carte thématique des Pyrénées Basco-Cantabriques montrant les différentes unités tectono-
stratigraphiques de la zone. La carte, qui couvre une superficie de plus de 33 000 km2, est une
représentation graphique de la géologie régionale s’appuyant sur une large quantité de données comprenant
des cartes publiées précédemment ainsi que de nouvelles observations de terrain. Un profile de réflexion
sismique composite traversant la totalité des Pyrénées Basco-Cantabriques (du bassin d’avant-pays de
l’Ebre au Haut des Landes) est également présentée. Cette section permet de présenter un ensemble de
données continu sur toute la zone via notamment la projection des informations extraites des puits de forage
tels que les logs stratigraphiques. L’objectif principal de ce rapport est de fournir à la communauté
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scientifique un ensemble de données cohérent et complet permettant de proposer, discuter et tester certains
des nouveaux concepts liés à la formation et à la réactivation des marges hyper-étirées. Ce rapport de
données fournit des informations complémentaires aux études disponibles dans cette publication spéciale du
projet OROGEN.

Mots clés : Pyrénées Basque –Cantabriques / tectono-stratigraphie / sismique de réflexion / données de forage
1 Introduction

This report presents the analysis of a data set used in the PhD
thesis of J.Miró to propose and test new extensional concepts for
theBasque –CantabrianPyrenees [e.g.multistageandpolyphase
(Péron-Pinvidic and Manatschal, 2009)] and their role on the
subsequent inversion of these basins. This report is part of a PhD
that is in the framework of the OROGEN Project (www.orogen-
project.com).The aimof theOROGENProject is tomakeall data
sets used and produced available for the community, the reason
why this report is part of this special volume.

Datasets are fundamental to propose, discuss, improve, and
test new tectonic concepts and models. In the case of the
Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees, many datasets have been
published during the last decades supporting the most recent
interpretations. These datasets include: magnetic data (Pedreira
etal., 2007);gravitydata (Pedreraetal., 2017;García-Senzetal.,
2019); velocitymodels (Pedreira et al., 2003); seismic refraction
(Ruiz et al., 2017); thermochronology data (Fillon et al., 2016),
and magnetic susceptibility data (Soto et al., 2007; Soto et al.,
2008). Some studies using reflection seismic data have been
published recently (e.g.Carola et al., 2015; Pedrera et al., 2017)
but a continuous seismic line crossing the entire Basque –
Cantabrian Pyrenees has not been assembled and published yet.
In this report we present a composite reflection seismic line
crossing the wholeBasque –Cantabrian Pyrenees from the Ebro
Basin in the south to the offshore Landes High in the north. This
composite line combined with available drill hole data from the
area and tomographic data provides a dataset that forms the
foundation for new interpretations andmodels of the area aswell
as for their calibration. To localize and help the understanding of
the data presented (i.e. seismic lines and drill holes) a thematic
map of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees has been compiled
basedon the revisionofpreviousgeologicalmaps,aswell asfield
observations. The aim is to analyse the tectono-sedimentary
evolution of the area in order to propose a new, simple and clear
legend to understand the tectono-stratigraphic evolution of the
area.Although thismap ismainly built on existing data and does
not pretend to be new, the compilation as presented in the map
defines and describes the distribution of tectono-stratigraphic
units in a newway and forms the foundation to support a new set
ofmodels and ideaspresented in thisvolumeandotherupcoming
publications.

The Pyrenees, geologically speaking, constitute the west-
ernmostbranchof theAlpineorogenic systemthat connects from
the Pyrenees through the Alps and the Carpathians to the
Himalayas (Carola, 2014).Within thePyrenees, the stratigraphic
record and the structural style changes significantly along strike
(Carola et al., 2013) and as a result, different physiographic units
can be identified along the mountain belt. This fact has been
captured in the literature with a wide range of names, both
geographical andgeological,beingused to refer to the sameareas
(Fig. 1) (seeBarnolas andPujalte, 2004 for an extended revision
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of terminology). In this work, the area located between the
Pamplona System [(Lescoutre and Manatschal 2020 (in this
volume)] to the east and the Asturian Massif (also referred to as
Cantabrian Mountains) to the west, will be named as the
Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees (Fig. 1). The traditional term
Basque –Cantabrian Basin will be used to refer to theMesozoic
extensionalbasins thatwere formedbetween the Iberia,Ebroand
Eurasian plate boundaries in this domain.

2 Geological framework

The Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees are part of the doubly
verging Pyrenean Orogen, which resulted from the Late
Cretaceous to Cenozoic collision between the Iberia and
Eurasian plates (Puigdefàbregas et al., 1992; Muñoz, 2002;
Vergés et al., 2002) (Fig. 2a). The Alpine orogeny inverted the
Mesozoic basins developed in the Bay of Biscay–Pyrenean
realm, where a segmented hyperextended system formed the
limit between the Iberian and European plates during the Late
Jurassic to the Early Cretaceous. The transtensional and
extensional evolution led to extreme crustal thinning
(< 10 km) and locally to mantle exhumation in some of those
basins (e.g. Basque –Cantabrian Basin and Mauleón Basin),
whereas the Bay of Biscay further to the west reached the
formation of oceanic crust (Sibuet et al., 2004; Tavani et al.,
2018). However, the so-called Basque –Cantabrian Basin
comprises, in fact, up to three Mesozoic sub-basins (Fig. 2a):
(1) the Basque Cantabrian Basin sensu strictu, a NW–SE
elongated basin with a more than 12 km thick succession of
Upper Jurassic toCenomaniansediments forming, at present, the
Bilbao Anticlinorium (Lotze, 1960; Brinkmann and Lögters,
1968; Pujalte et al., 1989; García-Mondéjar et al., 1996;
Barnolas and Pujalte, 2004; García-Mondéjar et al., 2005); (2)
the Cabuerniga Basin, a triangular shape basinwith at least 3 km
of Upper Jurassic to Lower Cretaceous sediments located to the
north-west of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees (Pujalte, 1979,
1981; García-Mondéjar, 1982; Espina, 1994); and (3) the
Polientes Basin, located to the south-west of the area with a
sedimentary succession of more than 4 km of sediments, Upper
Jurassic to Lower Cretaceous in age (Garcia de Cortazar and
Pujalte, 1982; Pujalte, 1982; Espina, 1996). The formation and
reactivation of the Basque –Cantabrian Basin is the subject of a
long debate between different schools, as detailed below.

2.1 Extensional basin models proposed in the
Basque–Cantabrian Pyrenees

Three main extensional rift basin models can be invoked to
explain the formation of the North Iberian rift system: the
classical low-b basin (i.e. North Sea– type basins), the strike-
slip transtensional basin (i.e. San Andreas system) and the
high-b basin model (i.e. hyperextended Iberian margin type
system) (Fig. 2b).
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Fig. 1. Geographic terminology and some examples of geological terminology used in the Pyrenees. Modified from Barnolas and Pujalte (2004)
and Carola et al. (2013).
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In the Basque-Cantabrian Pyrenees all the previous models
have beenproposed to explain the formation and evolution of the
extensional system. Quintana et al. (2015), Pedrera et al. (2017)
and García-Senz et al. (2019) proposed that the basins were
controlled by a main south-dipping normal fault located to the
north. Consequently, they interpreted the Mesozoic succession
in the Bilbao Anticlinorium area as the result of an extensional
rollover related to themajor fault.Asecondgroupofauthors (e.g.
García-Mondéjar, 1989; García-Mondéjar et al., 1996, 2018)
suggested a transtensional strike-slip model to explain the
Mesozoic depocenter of the Basque –Cantabrian Basin.
Moreover, Cámara (1997, 2017) introduced salt tectonics in
the same kinematic model to explain the presence of diapirs and
salt walls. The latter model proposed a sort of salt-controlled
minibasins insteadofbasement-controlledhalf-grabenbasins.A
third interpretation, inspired by the recent publications address-
ing the Newfoundland andWest Iberia margins (Péron-Pinvidic
andManatschal, 2009) and theArzacq-MauleonBasin (Jammes
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et al., 2009; Lagabrielle et al., 2010), explains the Mesozoic
evolution of the Bay of Biscay by a combination of the classical
extensional model and the hyperextended model (Roca et al.,
2011). Following this interpretation, high-angle normal faults
controlled the deformation in the brittle parts of the crust and
mantle while deformation was distributed and decoupled in the
ductile levels. In areas where crust was notably thinner due to
high lithospheric extension, the basin structure was asymmetric
and controlled by extensional detachment faults dipping to the
north andcutting theentire residual< 10 kmthickbrittle crust (e.
g. Basque –Cantabrian Basin).

2.2 Compressional models applied to the
Basque–Cantabrian Pyrenees

For the subsequent reactivation of the depocenters located
in the Basque –Cantabrian Basin, different models have been
proposed, being grouped in: (1) thin-skinned models, (2)
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Fig. 2. A. Tectonic map of the Pyrenean–Bay of Biscay realm with the main structural features resulted from the Alpine orogeny and the
presence of the main Mesozoic basins labelled in white: AM: Armorican Margin Basin, Ar-Ma: Arzaq-Mauleon Basin, As: Asturian Basin, BC:
Basque –Cantabrian Basin s.s., BoB: Bay of Biscay Basin, Ca: Cameros Basin, Cb: Cabuerniga Basin, Po: Polientes Basin, Or: Organyà Bain,
Ma: Maestrat Basin, Pa: Parentis Basin. Labelled in black Paleozoic Massifa: BM: Basque Massif, DE: Demanda Massif. Modified after Masini
et al. (2014). B. Rift basin models described in the literature.
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basement-involved thin-skinned models and (3) thick-skinned
strike-slip models.

The first thin-skinned model (Hernaiz, 1994 and reference
therein; Serrano et al., 1994) was inspired on the south-western
part of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees related to the frontal
imbricates (Folded Band) and the Burgalesa Platform (Fig. 3).
This model argued for Jurassic to Lower Cretaceous sediments
detached from the Paleozoic basement along the Triassic
evaporites and transported several kilometres to the south. A
more recent study proposed a thin-skin reactivation for the
entire Basque –Cantabrian Basin, suggesting a large transport
of the Mesozoic succession to the south on top of the Upper
Triassic evaporites (Muñoz, 2019).

The second group of models assumed the involvement of
the basement even in the frontal imbricates. Some authors
argued for relatively thin basement thrust sheets, suggesting a
basement-involved thin-skinned deformation (Espina, 1996;
Quintana et al., 2015). These authors recognized the presence
of Triassic evaporites, which formed salt accumulations, such
as diapirs, and acting as a partial decoupling horizon. Opposed
to this interpretation, Pedrera et al., 2017 and García-Senz
et al., 2019 suggested the classical thick-skinned deformation
style, where thrusts are cutting the entire upper crust and some
of them even the lower crust, implying a minor role of the salt
during compressional reactivation. These models assumed that
the compressional phase was controlled by the reactivation of
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inherited extensional structures describing a complex set of
basement blocks, defining the architecture observed on the
sedimentary cover.

The third set of models explained the contractional
evolution of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees as a reactiva-
tion of the extensional faults bounding the half-grabens with a
significant component of strike-slip deformation, either with
an important role of the Upper Triassic salt (Tavani et al., 2013;
Cámara, 2017) or a minor influence of salt (García-Mondéjar
et al., 1996; García-Mondéjar et al., 2018).

3 Data

The composite seismic line presented in this report includes
nine seismic lines provided by the Spanish Geological Survey
(IGME) (see Appendix 1 for details): BB-1, PR-42, PR-42-P, S-
82-14, VA-4, BR-9, BR-61, BR85-25 and 615. They were
acquired between the 70’s and the 90’s during different
hydrocarbon exploration campaigns after thefirst oil discoveries
in the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees, such as the Ayoluengo oil
field in 1963. Nine drill holes drilled during the same period for
hydrocarbon exploration purposes and also provided by IGME
have been projected to the composite seismic line (see
Appendix 2 for more information): Rojas NE-1, Navajo-1,
Trespaderne-1, La Hoz-2, Zuazo-1, Ubidea-1, Arratia-1,
f 11
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Fig. 3. Simplified geological map of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees with the main domains labelled in capital letters and minor domains
labelled in black. Modified after Ábalos et al. (2008).
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Cormoran-1 and Vizcaya B-1. In order to project the boreholes
that are in depth in a seismic line that is in time, a simple time-
depth conversion to the seismic section has been done by using a
generic velocity of 4800m/s.

A compilation of several geological maps as well as maps
fromother thesis andpublications havebeen compiled topresent
a new global thematic map of the entire Basque –Cantabrian
Pyrenees (see Appendix 3 for the references of all the maps
used). The simple but consistent organization of the units allows
to document the tectono-stratigraphic evolution of the area from
Triassic to present-day. The Figure 4 shows the polygons of the
areas covered by the maps compiled in this report and the
location of the drill hole data as well as seismic data presented.

4 Geological map of the
Basque –Cantabrian region

The extensional models proposed to explain the formation
of the Basque –Cantabrian Basin summarized above need to
be further discussed in the light of the new ideas developed on
the formation and evolution of rifted margins. Therefore, new
thematic maps need to be developed analysing the tectono-
stratigraphic sequences in order to accompany the new
interpretations and concepts. Many studies in the literature
have addressed and described the stratigraphy observed in the
Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees and the structures affecting the
area (Triassic: García-Mondéjar et al., 1986; Espina, 1997;
Gómez et al., 2007. Jurassic: Quesada et al., 1991, 1993;
Aurell et al., 2003; Quesada et al., 2005. Early Cretaceous:
Pujalte, 1979, 1981, 1982; García-Mondéjar, 1989; García-
Mondéjar et al., 1996; Hernández et al., 1999; Bodego et al.,
2015. Late Cretaceous: Pujalte et al., 1989; Rodriguez-Lázaro
et al., 1998; Pujalte et al., 2000; Castañares et al., 2001; López-
Horgue et al., 2014. Cenozoic: Riba and Jurado, 1992; Quintà
and Tavani, 2012, among many others) and the geological
knowledge coming out has been captured in multiple
geological maps (e.g. Carola et al., 2015; Ábalos, 2016).
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In this section, the tectonic evolution of the area and its
stratigraphic response is summarized (Fig. 5). Therefore, a re-
organization of units is proposed that reflects and allows to
address further interpretations based on the recent developed
concepts of rifted margins pointed out before (i.e. multistage
and polyphase evolution). As a result, the thematic map
presented in this work aims to be the basis for the upcoming
studies addressing the formation and reactivation of the
Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees, as well as surrounding areas in
the OROGEN project. Some of these interpretations that are
based on the proposed legend of this report can be found in this
volume [(Lescoutre andManatschal, 2020 (in this volume) and
Cadenas et al. (in this volume)] or they are related to ongoing
investigations (Lescoutre, 2019). This map, therefore, repre-
sents a modification of existing maps combined with the
revision of existing data sets as well as more than 1200 new
field observations (e.g. dip-data measurements, lineation and
contact observations).

The presented map (Appendix 4) is a graphic representa-
tion at 1:300 000 scale covering an area of 33 300 km2 limited
to the north by the Cantabrian Sea, to the south by the Ebro and
Duero Tertiary Basins and to the east and west by Paleozoic
massifs (Basque Massif and Asturian Massif, respectively).
The organization of the legend has been defined based on the
main tectonic phases recognized in the study area and its
stratigraphic response (Fig. 5), as it is explained hereafter,
rather than by geological ages (classical geological maps).

The oldest unit (i.e. basement, pre-rift 1) groups all the
rocks from Paleozoic up to Permian. As the focus of the map is
the Alpine cycle (i.e. Mesozoic to present-day), the previous
events are not addressed in detail. The overlying Permo-
Mesozoic to Cenozoic succession has been subdivided into
syn-rift, post-rift and syn-compressional sequences, which can
be further subdivided. The first sequence is the Lower Triassic
extensional phase (i.e. Syn-rift 1), characterized by continental
clastic sediments (Robles and Pujalte, 2004) and the late
Triassic evaporites (i.e. Post-rift 1) (Serrano and Martínez del
Olmo, 2004), which have been identified as a separate
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Fig. 4. Geological map of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees with the location of seismic lines, drill holes, and field data (i.e.measurements and
observations) in brown dots presented in this work. The geological maps compiled to build the thematic map presented in this work are also
located: MAGNA-IGME: geological map at 1:50 000 scale from Instituto Geológico yMinero de España (IGME), GC-IGME: geological map at
1:25 000 scale from Gobierno de Cantabria and IGME, EVE: geological map at 1:25 000 scale from Ente Vasco de la Energia, ENRESA:
geological map at 1:25 000 from Empresa Nacional de Residuos Radioactivos S.A., Ábalos (2016), Lescoutre (2019) and Carola (2014). See
Appendix 3 for a detailed bibliography.
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sequence due to its importance for the subsequent tectonic
evolution. During Early to Middle Jurassic, a period of relative
tectonic quiescence governed the northern Iberian domain (i.e.
Post-rift 2). This phase is characterized by large carbonate
platforms and marly successions defined as a unit itself in the
map (Aurell et al., 2003; Quesada et al., 2005). The Late
Jurassic to Barremian is characterized in the northern Iberian
domain by a large-scale transtensional episode (Rat, 1988;
Espina, 1994; Robles et al., 1996), resulting in a syn-rift
sequence localized in small, but kilometre-deep, depocenters
(i.e. Syn-rift 2) (e.g.Asturian Basin, Cadenas et al., 2018). The
previous event contrasts with the next Aptian to Middle
Cenomanian event that is linked to the major extensional phase
structuring the Basque-Cantabrian Pyrenees. The sediments
linked to the major extensional event were deposited leading to
widely distributed depocenters that are either overlapping or
forming away from the previous Late Jurassic to Barremian
depocenters (Robles et al., 1988; García-Mondéjar et al., 1996;
Lescoutre, 2019). The Aptian to Middle Albian extensional
period is comprised in two units: the Aptian to Middle Albian
succession (i.e. Syn-rift 3) and the Upper Albian to Middle
Cenomanian (i.e. Syn-rift 4). The latter is unconformably
overlying the previous sediments (Peropadre et al., 2012) and
it is related to a phase of mantle exhumation (Tugend et al.,
2014; Pedrera et al., 2017). A post-rift (i.e. Post-rift 3)
sequence recording thermal subsidence of Late Cenomanian to
Early Santonian age is observed and manifested by shallow
carbonate platforms established in the margins of the main
depocenters, whereas a marly sedimentation was occurring
basinwards (Floquet, 2004). Onset of convergence occurred at
Middle Santonian time and coincided with a reestablishment of
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clastic sedimentation (i.e. Syn-compression 1). Finally, the
Cenozoic period (i.e. Syn-compression 2) is known as the
major compressional phase (mostly Eocene to Miocene)
(Puigdefàbregas et al., 1992; Pedrera et al., 2017; Martín-
Chivelet et al., 2019).

5 Composite section across the
Basque–Cantabrian Pyrenees

A SSW–NNE composite seismic section from the Ebro
Basin in the south to the Landes High offshore in the north is
presented in Figure 6. It provides a first order view of the
architecture and nature of depocenters composing the
Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees on its central segment. More-
over, results of refraction seismic surveys (Fernández-Viejo
et al., 2000; Pedreira et al., 2003; Ruiz et al., 2017), and the
source that is the origin of the gravimetric and magnetic
anomalies (Pedreira et al., 2007) have been projected in the
section to have a complete crustal scale section crossing the
entire Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees.

In the section, the top basement interface corresponds to a
major change in the reflectivity and can therefore be described
as a main reflection across the composite line. The top
basement is flat underneath the Duero Basin at about 3800m
depth, as confirmed by the drill hole Rojas NE-1 (Figs. 6 and
7), projected 12 km from the south. Beneath the Tesla
Mountains and all along the imbricates related to the Sierra
de Cantabrian Frontal Thrust, this interface appears slightly
dipping to the north, being at 4000m depth in the Navajo-1
drill hole (Figs. 6 and 7). The top basement keeps dipping to
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Fig. 5. Tectonic events documented in the Basque –Cantabrian
Pyrenees from Paleozoic to present-day reported in the literature with
the geological units grouped in this report.
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the north about 5° degrees until the diapir alignment of
Villasana de Mena –Orduña –Murgia, where the dip attitude
changes, showing northward steeply dipping reflections. From
that point to the north, the depocenter of the Basque-
Cantabrian Basin s.s. thickens significantly, coinciding with
the northward increase of the dipping of top basement. In the
North Biscay Anticlinorium, top basement is flat and located at
4000m, whereas at the shoreline, this contact is at 3300m
depth, as confirmed by the Cormoran-1 drill hole (Figs. 6 and
7). In the Landes High, top basement was drilled at 2800m
below sea level at the Biscaya B-1 well (Figs. 6 and 7).

In contrast to the top basement, the sedimentary cover is
more deformed, which clearly argues for a strong decoupling
between sediments and basement. Nevertheless, the sediments
in the Ebro Basin are flat lying on top of the basement until the
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Sierra de Cantabria Frontal Thrust, where a panel of reflectors
is dipping to the north representing the hanging wall of such
frontal thrusts (Fig. 6). The Tesla Mountains area is deformed
by thrusts and related folds and therefore the response in the
seismic line is not clear (Appendix 4 and Fig. 6). However,
some folded reflectors resulting from the compressional
reactivation can be identified. As exposed at surface
(Appendix 4), the complete stratigraphic succession in this
area (i.e. Jurassic to Cenozoic) is thin and represented by few
kilometres of sediments in total. To the north, a gentle syncline
(i.e. Villarcayo Syncline) is recognized and made of a thick
syn-compressional sedimentary pile as evidenced by the
Trespaderne-1 well that drilled more than 2000m of Late
Cretaceous to Cenozoic sediments in its core (Figs. 6 and 7).
The northern limb of the Villarcayo Syncline is conditioned by
salt structures, such as the Salinas de Rosio– Salinas de Añana
salt diapirs, which are the surface expression of a salt inflated
area all along the northern limb of this syncline (Appendix 4).
This is supported by the La Hoz-2 drill hole, which penetrates
more than 1500m of continuous evaporites (Fig. 7).
Immediately to the north, the reflectors of a thick Mesozoic
succession are dipping to the south on top of the north dipping
basement. This tilted panel defines the southern limb of the
Bilbao Anticlinorium (Appendix 4 and Fig. 6). The surface
geology as well as the Ubidea-1 and Arratia-1 drill holes show
a thick sedimentary cover of Late Jurassic to Middle Albian
sediments forming the Bilbao Anticlinorium (Appendix 4 and
Figs. 6 and 7). North of it, the quality of the seismic lines is not
as good as further south due to the intense deformation in the
area. However, some reflectors are showing the northern limb
of the Biscay Sinclinorium and some sub-horizontal trends in
the northern Biscay anticlinorium area are observed (Fig. 6).
Finally, close to the shoreline, the presence of more recent
seismic lines and the Cormoran-1 drill hole reflects a still
deformed sedimentary cover by presenting some repetitions of
the stratigraphy on top of Paleozoic basement (Fig. 7). The
Biscay B-1 drill hole penetrated a thick and flat non deformed
Late Cretaceous to Tertiary succession deposited on top of a
thin Late Albian to Middle Cenomanian sequence, which is
directly on top of the basement at 2800m in the Landes High
(Figs. 6 and 7).

From a crustal perspective, a normal, about 30 km thick
Iberian crust is observed to the south beneath the Duero Basin
but slightly tilted to the north underneath the frontal thrust and
southern Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees. A constant trend is
observed until the northern edge of the Alavesa Platform,
where the top basement increases the northward tilting as
mentioned above, whereas the base of the crust follows a
similar tendency slightly dipping to the north, suggesting a
crustal thinning underneath the Bilbao Anticlinorium. How-
ever, in the same position, but at shallower level, a high
magnetic and gravimetric anomaly is reported (Pedreira et al.,
2007). From that anomaly to the north, the European crust is
present with a Moho depicted at around 30 km whereas the top
basement remains at deeper levels as the thick sediments
reported in the Bilbao anticlinorium are on top. Therefore, a
thin European crust is assumed to the south whereas to the
north its thickness increases up to a normal, about 30 km thick
crust beneath the Cormoran-1 and Viscaya B-1 boreholes
(Fig. 6). Geological cross sections partially based on the
previous observations have been published (Muñoz, 2019)
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Fig. 6. Composite reflexion seismic line and its line drawing crossing the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees from south (left) to north (right) with
nine boreholes and refraction seismic data projected. The surface geology and the main sedimentary successions of syn-extensional sediments
and syn-compressional sediments are showed together with the main structures of the area. See the text and Appendix 1 for further details.

Fig. 7. Stratigraphic logs of nine drill holes from the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees. All of them start in the same reference level (0meters)
even if they are located at different topographic elevations. The vertical axis shows depth in meters. See Appendix 2 for further details of each
drill hole.
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suggesting an interpretation of the Basque –Cantabrian
Pyrenees with a strong decoupling between basement and
sedimentary cover.

6 Summary

The goal of this data report is to compile and present an
analysis of a data set consisting of a composite seismic line
crossing the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees with nine drill
holes projected into the seismic transect. A new thematic map
of the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees at 1:300 000 scale is also
provided to better understand the tectonostratigraphic evolu-
tion of the area with a simple but robust organisation. This data
is presented in order to provide the base for new interpretations
on the formation and reactivation of the Basque –Cantabrian
Pyrenees. Thus, this data report will be important and can be
used to understand how the stacking of the different Mesozoic
events recognized in the Basque –Cantabrian Pyrenees are
organized and may built the foundation to test new concepts
such as multistage and polyphase rift evolutions. Attempts to
apply these concepts have been published already in examples
presented in this volume.

Supplementary Material

Appendix 1. List of seismic lines, coordinates, and
orientations. See InfoIGME (2020) for further details.
Appendix 2. List of drill holes with coordinates and measured
depths. See InfoIGME (2020) for further details.
Appendix 3. References of all maps used to build the
geological map presented.
Appendix 4. Geological map of the Basque –Cantabrian
Pyrenees.

The Supplementary Material is available at http://www.bsgf.fr/
10.1051/bsgf/2020024/olm.
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