
PAST TENSES
FEEDBACK

Adapted from N. Frigolé.



• Difficulties encountered: 

• Combination of past tenses

• Forms/usage of ‘used to’ and ‘would’

Let’s work on them!!



PAST TENSES COMBINATIONS

Check the summary available on Moodle! 

(U1 past tenses overview)







PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS: USED TO EMPHASIZE THE DURATION OF AN ACTION

I had been waiting for 2 hours when he arrived.



Now, identify the verb tenses used in these sentences and explain the
difference between them. 

1. When I arrived home, my partner cooked dinner.

2. When I arrived home, my partner had cooked dinner.

3. When I arrived home, my partner was cooking dinner.

Using one tense or another can make a great difference!!!



Explain why the following answers are not correct:







USED TO & WOULD

“¿Solía”? “Acostumava a”?



REMEMBER:

- ‘Used to’  works as any other verb in the past. So, no –d needed in the negative or question.

Ex: I didn’t USE to wear glasses back then.

- Questions: Did you used to wear glasses when you were younger? USE – NO <d>

- ‘Would’ can ONLY be used with ACTION verbs. What’s the difference between an action and a stative verbs?

- It is rare to find “would” in negative and question forms.  Plus, you always need complete context for it to be correct.

- You can translate ‘used to’ and ‘would’ as –ava or -ia (and now I don’t do that action anymore).

Always been
taught that
WOULD was
only a 
conditional? 
Sorry guys, 
but that’s not
true!!



This is my friend Mike. He now leads a very different life from before. Do you know 
why? 

‘Used to’ & ‘would’ activity



‘Used to’ & ‘would’ activity



Student A
You are Mike. A reporter from HI! Magazine is going to interview you about life before and 
after your operation. Think about the following things before you speak: 

What you used to/would do as a woman (that you don’t do any longer). Write 
at least one sentence in the affirmative and one in the negative form.
Answer:

What you used to look like and how you used to dress. Write at least one 
sentence in the affirmative and one in the negative form.
Answer:

What you prefer about being a man. 
Answer:



Student B
You are a reporter from HI! Magazine. You are going to interview Mike about life before 
and after his operation. Find out about the following things. Write the questions:

What he used to/would do as a woman (that he doesn’t do any longer).
Question:

What  he used to look like and how he used to dress. 
Question:

What he prefers about being a man. 
Question:
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