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APPLIED LINGUISTICS WHAT IT IS AND  
THE HISTORY OF THE DISCIPLINE 

 
 
CORE READINGS:  
 

           
 
Grabe, W. (2002). Applied Linguistics: An Emerging Discipline for the Twenty-first 

Century. In B. Kaplan (Ed.), Oxford Handbook of Applied Linguistics (pp. 3-
12): Oxford University Press.  
http://www.oup-usa.org/sc/019513267X/019513267X_01.pdf.   
R 801 Oxf 0700971291 

    

Schmitt, R. & Celce-Murcia M. (2002). An Overview of Applied Linguistics. In R. 
Schmitt (Ed.), An Introduction to Applied Linguistics (pp. 13-21). London: 
Arnold.  
R 801 Int 0701068817 

 
 
PART I based on Grabe (2002) 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES. At the end of this unit you should be able to answer the 

following questions: 
 

1. When and how was the discipline of Applied linguistics born? 
2. What is Applied Linguistics about? Which are the most commonly regarded 

subfields of applied linguistics? 
3. When was the term ‘applied linguistics’ believed to be first used?  
4. Which was the first academic journal to have ‘applied linguistics’ in its title? In 

which field would you classify this journal today? 
5. Why was the II World War important in the emerging of the discipline? 
6. Which is the international association of applied linguistics that gathers most 

national associations? When was it born? How often does it meet? 
7. Which is the field/ discipline that traditionally was first associated with applied 

linguistics?  
8. In which decade was the filed of applied linguistics broaden to real-world-

language-based disciplines?  
9. Which are the four major consequences of the fact that the field of applied 

linguistics shifted to real-world problems rather than theoretical explorations? 
10.  Which are the main characteristics of each decade? 
11. Which are the four emphasis in the 90s according to Grabe (2008:7-8)? 
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12.  Which are the two main criticism to the field of applied linguistics? Why do 
some scholars claim that Applied Linguistics is not a discipline? What is the 
author’s point of view? Why? 

13. Which are the eight features Grabe (2008:11) chooses to characterize the field of 
applied linguistics? 

14. Which are some of the applied linguistics supporting disciplines following 
Grabe (2008)? 

15. What is the central issue in Applied Linguistics? Has it changed in the same way 
as its scope? 

16. Why is Generative Linguistics not dominant in Applied Linguistics? Which are 
the competing approaches for linguistic analysis that are growing recognition, 
instead? Why are they prefered to the generative approach? 

17. Why is interdisciplinarity a defining aspect of Applied Linguistics nowadays? 
 
 
CONTENTS: 
 
Applied Linguistics definition 
History of applied linguistics: 

• 1948: Language Learning: A Journal of Applied Linguistics 
• 1959 CAL 
• 1964 AILA 
• 50s 
• 60s 
• 70s 
• 80s 
• 90s 
• 00s 

Language Teaching influence 
Real-world, language driven problems 
Multi and Interdisciplinarity 
  
Authors:  

Bloomfield,  
Corder,  
Chomsky  
Wilkins 

Applied linguistics sub fields: 
• SLA 
• Language Assessment and Testing 
• Cognition 
• Language Policy and Planning 
• Lexicograghy 
• Translation 
• Multilingualism 
• Language and Technology 
• Descriptive linguistics 
• Corpus Linguistics 
• … 
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Applied linguistics supporting disciplines: 
• Psycholinguistics 
• Education 
• Anthropology 
• Sociolinguistics 
• Political science 
• English studies: 

 Composition 
 Rhetoric 
 Literacy studies 

 
Applied Linguistics Journals: (See NavesALJournals) 
 

Language Learning 
Applied Linguistics 
Annual Review of Applied Linguistics 
Etc. 
 

Applied Linguistics Associations (See NavesALAssociations) 
 AESLA 
 AILA 
 AAAL 
 BAAL 
 
Applied Linguistics Databases (See NavesALDatabases) 
 LLBA 
 ERIC 
 
Applied Linguistics Reference books, dictionaries and manuals (See NavesALBib)  
 
 
 
 
NOTE: All the tasks in this handout should be answered electronically at the 
5171: AL-Naves Quiz on Grabe (2008) "Applied Linguistics: An Emerging 
Discipline" available in the ‘tests’ folder from Naves Applied Linguistic Electronic 
Reserve at the UB library www.dossiers.ub.edu    
http://dossiers.ub.edu/dos.php?d=1701 http://dossiers.ub.edu/exer.php?k=847264 
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APPLIED LINGUISTICS DEFINITIONS  
 
 
APPLIED LINGUISTICS.   
 

• The application of LINGUISTICS to the study and improvement of 
LANGUAGE TEACHING, LANGUAGE LEARNING, LANGUAGE PLANNING, 
communication between groups, speech therapy and the management of 
language handicap, systems of communications, translating and interpreting, 
and lexicography.  

 
• The bulk of the work of applied linguists to date has related to language 

teaching and language learning and especially English as a foreign or second 
language.  

 
• The term owes its origin to US language-teaching programmes during and 

after the Second World War, largely based on Leonard Bloomfield's 
Outline Guide for the Practical Study of Foreign Languages (1942), which 
was influenced by the early, mainly European, advocates of the Direct Method, 
in particular Henry Sweet.  

 
• In 1948, Language Learning: A Quarterly Journal of Applied Linguistics was 

started at the U. of Michigan by Charles C. Fries, supported among others by 
Kenneth L. Pike and W. Freeman Twaddell, to disseminate information about 
work at Fries's English Language Institute (founded 1941).  

 
• In Britain, a School of Applied Linguistics was established by J. C. Catford 

at the U. of Edinburgh in 1956, and the Center for Applied Linguistics was 
set up in Washington, DC, under Charles Ferguson in 1959.  

 
• Similar institutes have since been set up in various parts of the world. National 

associations of applied linguists came together in 1964 to form the 
Association internationale de la linguistique appliquée (AILA), which holds 
a four-yearly international congress with published proceedings. See 
HALLIDAY. 
 
 

"APPLIED LINGUISTICS"  Concise Oxford Companion to the English Language. Ed. Tom 
McArthur. Oxford University Press, 1998. Oxford Reference Online. Oxford University Press.  

http://www.oxfordreference.com/views/ENTRY.html?subview=Main&entry=t29.e105 
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applied linguistics    
 

 
Strictly any application of linguistics. But often in practice of a discipline 
which applies the findings of linguistics, among others, in 
education: e.g. or especially to teaching English as a foreign or second 
language. 
 
"applied linguistics"  The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Linguistics. P. H. Matthews. 
Oxford University Press, 2007. Oxford Reference Online. Oxford University Press.   
http://www.oxfordreference.com/views/ENTRY.html?subview=Main&entry=t36.e210 
 

 
 
 
Applied linguistics: 
 
• The branch of linguistics  
• concerned with practical applications of language studies,  
• with particular emphasis on the communicative function of 

language,  
• and including such professional practices as  
1. lexicography,  
2. terminology,  
3. general or technical translation,  
4. language teaching (general or specialized language, mother tongue or 

second language),  
5. writing,  
6. interpretation,  
7. and computer processing of language. 

Source: 
http://www.translationbureau.gc.ca/index.php?cont=700&lang=english 
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 INTRODUCING GRABE (2002). See 
Naves2008AppliedLinguisticsDiscipline 
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TASK 1 
 
Read the two core abovementioned readings (Grabe, W., 2002 and Schmitt, R. & Celce-
Murcia M., 2002)  and then answer all the questions listed in the expected outcomes 
online in Naves Applied Linguistic Electronic Reserves www.dossiers.ub.edu  
 
TASK 2 
 
When Language Learning was first published in 1948 it was published as Language 
Learning: A Journal of Applied Linguistics. Examine the journal web site and find out 
today’s subtitle: Language Learning: A Journal of Research in Language Studies. 
Which field is Language Learning usually associated with? 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Language Learning is a scientific journal dedicated to the understanding of language learning 
broadly defined.  
 
It publishes research articles that systematically apply methods of inquiry from disciplines 
including  
• psychology,  
• linguistics,  
• cognitive science,  
• educational inquiry,  
• neuroscience,  
• ethnography,  
• sociolinguistics,  
• sociology, and  
• anthropology.  
 
It is concerned with fundamental theoretical issues in language learning such as  
• child, second, and foreign language acquisition,  
• language education,  
• bilingualism,  
• literacy,  
• language representation in mind and brain,  
• culture,  
• cognition,  
• pragmatics, and  
• intergroup relations.  
 
 

(Edited by T. Navés from http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/aims.asp?ref=0023-8333&site=1 ) 
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TASK 3:  
 
Read the following edited extract from the Center of Applied Linguistics (CAL) and 
comment on the similarities between its history and that of Applied Linguistics as a 
field.  You may read more about CAL history at  www.cal.org/about/history.html  
 

 

 

The Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) was created in this environment of 
increased interest in language issues by our founder and first director, Dr. Charles 
A. Ferguson, a pioneer in the field of applied linguistics.  

CAL was established in 1959 by a grant from the Ford Foundation to the Modern 
Language Association to serve as a liaison between the academic world of 
linguistics and the practical world of language education and language-
related concerns.  

CAL was the first organization of its kind to focus on 

1. the identification of qualified personnel for language-focused professions,  

2. professional development for language teachers,  

3. and development of linguistically sound materials for English as a second 
language and foreign language instruction.  

CAL's original mandate was 

1. to improve the teaching of English around the world;  

2. encourage the teaching and learning of less commonly taught languages; 

3. contribute new knowledge to the field by conducting language research to 
resolve social and educational problems;  

4. and serve as a clearinghouse for information collection, analysis, and 
dissemination and 

5. as a coordinating agency to bring together scholars and practitioners 
involved in language-related issues. 

(Edited by T.Naves from www.cal.org/about/history.html) 
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TASK 4  Discuss Harris’s (2002: 11-12) conclusion in  
Harris, T. (2002). Linguistics in applied linguistics: a historical overview. Journal of 
English Studies, 3, 99-114 Available from 
http://www.unirioja.es/servicios/sp/ej/jes/jes03.shtml  
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ABSTRACT: 

This paper looks at some of the underlying reasons which might explain the 
uncertainty surrounding applied linguistics as an academic enquiry. The opening 
section traces the emergence of the field through its professional associations and 
publications and identifies second and foreign language (L2) teaching as its primary 
activity. The succeeding section examines the extent to which L2 pedagogy, as a 
branch of applied linguistics, is conceived within a theoretical linguistic framework 
and how this might have changed during a historical period that gave rise to 
Chomskyan linguistics and the notion of communicative competence. The 
concluding remarks offer explanations to account for the persistence of 
linguistic parameters to define applied linguistics. 

Source: Harris (2002) from http://dialnet.unirioja.es/servlet/extart?codigo=720765  

 

Which are the reasons that may account for the persistence of linguistic parameters 
to define applied linguistics following Harris (2002)?  

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 



APPLIED LINGUISTICS WHAT IT IS AND THE HISTORY OF THE DISCIPLINE 

Naves2008ALDisciplinePartIonGrabe2002 by Teresa Naves tnaves@ub.edu  - 12 - 

ONLINE TASKS on GRABE (2002) (TASKS 1-3) 

Lingüística Aplicada Anglesa (Filologia Anglesa) [APPLIED LINGUISTICS] 

AL-Naves Quiz on Grabe (2008) "Applied Linguistics: An Emerging 
Discipline" 
Grabe, W. (2002). Applied Linguistics: An Emerging Discipline for the Twenty-first Century. In B. Kaplan 
(Ed.), Oxford Handbook of Applied Linguistics (pp. 3-12): Oxford University Press.  

Principio del formulario 

847264
 

IP: 217.126.125.223 - Codi: mtnaves - Nom: Navés i Nogués, Teresa
Navés i Nogués, 

 

Correu electrònic: 
tnaves@ub.edu

 
 

1. When and how was the discipline of Applied linguistics born?

  

2. What is Applied Linguistics about? Which are the most commonly regarded subfields of applied 
linguistics? 

  

3. When was the term ‘applied linguistics’ believed to be first used? 

  

4. Which was the first academic journal to have ‘applied linguistics’ in its title? In which field would you 
classify this journal today? When was it first published? 

 

  

5. Why was the II War War important in the emerging of the discipline?

  

6. Which is the international association of applied linguistics that gathers most national associations? 
When was it born? How often does it meet? 
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7. Which is the field/ discipline that traditionally was first associated with applied linguistics? 

  

8. In which decade was the filed of applied linguistics broaden to real-world-language-based disciplines? 

  

9. Which are the four major consequences of the fact that the field of applied linguistics shifted to real-
world problems rather than theoretical explorations? 

  

10. what was the most important change in the history of applied linguistics which took place in the 70s?

  

11. In which decade was the emphasis on "real-world language-based problems" first introduced? 
 

 
a) 50s 

 
b) 60s 

 
c) 70s 

 
d) 80s 

 
e) 90s 

 
f) 00s 

 

12. The notion that applied linguistics is driven first by real-world problems rather than theoretical 
explorations was first introduced in the  

 

 
a) 50s 

 
b) 60s 

 
c) 70s 

 
d) 80s 

 
e) 90s 

 
f) 00s 

 

13. Today's commond trend to draw on many supporting disciplines in addition to linguistics (e g
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psychology, education, anthropology, sociology, political science, political studies, English studies) 
was not incorporated until 

 

 
a) 50s-60s 

 
b) 60s-70s 

 
c) 70s-80s 

 
d) 80s-90s 

 
e) 90s-00s 

 

14. In which decade according to Grabe (2008) Applied Linguistics clearly broke away from language 
teaching 

 

 
a) 50s 

 
b) 60s 

 
c) 70s 

 
d) 80s 

 
e) 90s 

 
f) 00s 

 

15. Which are the seven emphasis which characterise the trends and perspectives of applied linguistics in 
the 90s? 

  

16. Explain the following excerpt from Grabe (2008:9) in your own words

  

17. Which subfield of applied linguistics address the problems related to gender?
 

 
a) Language learning problems 

 
b) Language teaching problems 

 
c) Literacy problems 

 
d) Language contact problmes 

 
e) Language inequality problems 

 
f) Language policy and planning problems

 
g) Language assessment problems 

 
h) Language and technology problems 
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i) Language pathology problems 

 

18. Which subfield of applied linguistics address the problems related to aptitude?
 

 
a) Language learning problems 

 
b) Language teaching problems 

 
c) Literacy problems 

 
d) Language contact problmes 

 
e) Language inequality problems 

 
f) Language policy and planning problems

 
g) Language assessment problems 

 
h) Language and technology problems 

 
i) Language pathology problems 

 

19. Which subfield of applied linguistics address the problems related to dyslexia?
 

 
a) Language learning problems 

 
b) Language teaching problems 

 
c) Literacy problems 

 
d) Language contact problmes 

 
e) Language inequality problems 

 
f) Language policy and planning problems

 
g) Language assessment problems 

 
h) Language and technology problems 

 
i) Language pathology problems 

 

20. Which are the two main criticisms made by many critics to the field of applied linguistics? 

  

21. List and briefly explain the eight main features that Grabe (2008:11) selected to characterise the field 
of applied linguistics  
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22. What is the central issue in Applied Linguistics? Has it changed in the same way as its scope? 

  

23. Why is Generative Linguistics not dominant in Applied Linguistics? Which are the competing 
approaches for linguistic analysis that are growing recognition, instead? Why are they prefered to the 
generative approach? 

 

  

24. Read the following extract from CAL and point out the similarities between the history of CAL and the 
history of Applied Linguistics as a field.  
"The Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) was created in this environment of increased interest in 
language issues by our founder and first director, Dr. Charles A. Ferguson, a pioneer in the field of 
applied linguistics. CAL was established in 1959 by a grant from the Ford Foundation to the Modern 
Language Association to serve as a liaison between the academic world of linguistics and the 
practical world of language education and language-related concerns. CAL was the first organization 
of its kind to focus on the identification of qualified personnel for language-focused professions, 
professional development for language teachers, and development of linguistically sound materials for 
English as a second language and foreign language instruction. CAL's original mandate was to 
improve the teaching of English around the world; encourage the teaching and learning of less 
commonly taught languages; contribute new knowledge to the field by conducting language 
research to resolve social and educational problems; and serve as a clearinghouse for 
information collection, analysis, and dissemination and as a coordinating agency to bring 
together scholars and practitioners involved in language-related issues. Since its inception, CAL 
has played a leading role in conducting research on language use, language learning, and effective 
teaching methods and translating research into practical applications to help language learners 
succeed. Despite many changes during its growth, CAL's mandate remains much the same. CAL's 
current mission is to improve communication through better understanding of language and culture. 
Among the populations that CAL serves are language educators of children and adults who are 
learning foreign languages and English as a second language; immigrants and refugees in the United 
States and the agencies that provide services for them; schools and school districts in need of 
curriculum development, professional development, and assessments; and policy makers who need 
information about language and culture to address the important issues of the day." (Source: 
http://www.cal.org/about/history.html)  
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25. When Language Learning was first published in 1948 it was published as "Language Learning: A 
Journal of Applied Linguistics". Today however the journal is known as "Language Learning: A Journal 
of Research in Language Studies". Which field is Language Learning usually associated with 
nowadays? 

 

  

Enviar a corregir
 


