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AIGUATINTA

Tecnica d'incisio indirecta en qué es desgreixa la planxa i es cobreix d'una capa
de resina colofonia, que s'hi adhereix per l'escalfor, per formar uns grans
inatacables per I'acid i uns intersticis que son atacats pel mordent.

Una resina és una substancia organica, principalment d'origen vegetal, solida o
semisolida, groga o bruna, transparent o translicida, i soluble en I'éter i
I'alcohol, utilitzada per a obtenir el gra en un gravat a l'aiguatinta.

La resina es pot aplicar directament o de forma mecanica dins d’'una caixa
resinadora.

Després de l'aplicacié cal escalfar la planxa perqué la resina es dissolgui i
s’adhereixi damunt la matriu.

S’ha demostrat que la resina colofonia es molt perjudicial per a la salut, por
crear problemes respiratoris i al.lergics. A més a més és un perill pel taller ja
que és un producte explossiu.
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“Dusts and powders. These
include rosin and asphaltum
used in aqguatinting
copperplates, dry pigments
for mixing ink, and various
| chemicals supplied in powder
. form. All of these are
dangerous to breathe
because the fine particles fill
up the oxygen-carrying
passages of the lungs, much like coal dust, asbestos, or tobacco smoke. Lung
cancer and emphysema can result from repeated exposure. The CSA says:
“Rosin dust may cause asthma and allergic dermatitis. There is the hazard of
explosion from the buildup of rosin dust, in enclosed rosin boxes, around an
ignition source. Rosin dust (and asphaltum dust which is also sometimes used)
is combustible. Sparks or static electricity have caused explosions in enclosed
rosin and aquatint boxes.”




Although ventilation is often recommended when working with dusts and
powders, strong air currents can interfere with the aquatinting operation or
spread dust throughout the workshop. For aquatinting, | have found that
wearing a dust mask, then using strong exhaust ventilation after the asphaltum
powder is adhered to the copperplate, is best. | wear the dust mask throughout
the aquatinting operation; it always picks up a surprisingly large amount of dust
that would have otherwise been inhaled. Dust masks are available from: Daniel
Smith, 4130 First Avenue South, Seattle, Washington, USA 98134. New and
better screens are being developed that can provide an effective substitute for
aquatint dust grain”.
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L’AEROGRAF: UNA ALTERNATIVA ECOLOGICA

Una alternativa a la resina colofonia o el betum de judea per a tramar la planxa
és el vernis acrilic resistent al mordent aplicat amb 'aerograf.

Es indispensable aplicar el vernis en un armari tancat que disposi d'un
abstractor de fums amb un filtre de carboni o0 que estigui connectat a I'exterior.
Per evitar I'inhalacié del vernis es recomana I'is d’'una mascara protectora.




