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TASK A  Following Huddleston & Pullum (2002, 2005) add one more example in each 
cell. Underline the subordinate clause 
 

Declarative That they arrived so late did not surpised anyone 
 

Interrogatives What caused the delay, remains unclear 
 

Subject 

Exclamatives What a boring movie it was did not surprise us 
 

Declarative It did not surpise anyone that they arrived so late 
 

Interrogatives It remains unclear what caused the delay 
 

Extraposed 
subject 

Exclamatives It’s amazing how much he wanted to charge 
 

Declarative They did not realised how late they were 
They informed us why they were so late 
The problem was that they were so late 
 

Interrogatives We have found out where they keep the keys 
We asked them what they had done to him 
The only problem is whether they can make it 
 

 
 
Internal 
complemt 
of Verb 

Exclamatives They did not realised what a fine speaker she is 
 

Declarative  
Interrogatives They’ll complain, whatever ou asked them to do 

They’ll complain, whether we asked them or not 
 

 
Adjuncts 

Exclamatives  
Declarative It is essential that they be on time next time 

It is important that they are on time next time 
 

Interrogatives  
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Mandative 
Comple 
ments 

Exclamatives  
Declarative The fact that they were late cannot be ignored 

 
Interrogatives The question whether they should be asked 

 

 
Complement  
of   
Noun  

Exclamatives  
Declarative We were glad that they did not arrive late 

 
Interrogatives I’m not sure whether to ask them again 

 

 
Complement  
of  
Adjective  

Exclamatives We were surprised how funny they were 
 

Declarative You may go provided that you are careful 
 

Interrogatives That depends on how much time we have 
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Complement  
of 
Preposition 

Exclamatives We were surprised at how funny they were 
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TASK B Classify the subordinate clauses following Biber et al. (1999, 2002), 
Greenbaum & Quirk (1990), Quirk et al. (1985) and Carter & McCarthy (2006) . 
Identify their function. 
 
 
Huddelston 
& Pullum  
(2002, 2005) 

 Biber et al. (1999, 2002) 
Quirk et al. (1985) 
Greenbaum & Quirk (1990) 
Carter & McCarthy (2006) 

 Fct T Examples Type Function  
D That they arrived so late did not surpised anyone Nominal 
I What caused the delay, remains unclear  

Sbj 

E What a boring movie it was did not surprise us  

 
Subject 

D It did not surpise anyone that they arrived so late  
T It remains unclear what caused the delay  

Ext
Sbj 

E It’s amazing how much he wanted to charge  

Extraposed 
Subject 

 DO 
  

D They did not realised how late they were 
They informed us why they were so late 
The problem was that they were so late   

  
  

I We have found out where they keep the keys 
We asked them what they had done to him 
The only problem is whether they can make it   

Int 
 
C  
 
V 

E They did not realised what a fine speaker she is   
D    

  I They’ll complain, whatever ou asked them to do 
They’ll complain, whether we asked them or not   

 
A 

E    
  D It is essential that they be on time next time 

It is important that they are on time next time   
T    
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Ma 

E    
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D The fact that they were late cannot be ignored   
I The question whether they should be asked   

CN 

E    
D We were glad that they did not arrive late   
I I’m not sure whether to ask them again   

CA 

E We were surprised how funny they were   
D You may go provided that you are careful   
T That depends on how much time we have   

 
P
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E 
 
 

CP 

E We were surprised at how funny they were   
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	That depends on how much time we have

