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Declaration of publishing ethics and best practices for scientific journals

published by the University of Barcelona

The University of Barcelona promotes the open access publication of digital journals
and endeavours to guarantee quality and conscientiousness in the transfer of scientific
knowledge. The University is committed to ensuring that the articles it publishes and
the publishing process itself observe the Code of Conduct and Best Practice
Guidelines for Journal Editors of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)." It is
therefore essential that all of the stakeholders in this process—journal editors,
reviewers, technical editors and authors—know and act according to the Code.

» Journal editors should

= ensure that the decision to publish is not dependent on the author’s race,
gender, sexual orientation, religion, ethnic origin, country of origin, citizenship or
political persuasion;

= publish regular updates on the responsibilities of authors, submission
requirements, the arbitration system used to select the articles and the
evaluation criteria to be applied by reviewers;

= publish corrections, clarifications, retractions and apologies when needed and
not make use of any article received for UB-specific research assignments
without the author’s consent;

= guarantee confidentiality during the review process, meaning (a) the anonymity
of reviewers and authors and the confidentiality of the content of the articles,
the reports submitted by reviewers and any other type of correspondence with
or between the editorial, consultant and scientific committees and (b)
confidentiality in the correspondence between the author and the journal
committees or reviewers when the author wishes to clarify, change or complain
about some aspect of the article;

= make certain that the integrity of articles already published is respected;

= act swiftly to eliminate from the journal or refuse to publish any article that has

been found to plagiarise information from other sources.

! http://publicationethics.org/files/Code of conduct for journal editors 0.pdf
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» Authors should

= understand that they are responsible for all submitted content;

= notify the journal editors of any errors in their published articles so that the
appropriate corrections can be made;

= guarantee that the article and associated materials are original and do not
infringe on the rights of third-party authors and, when there are co-authors,
guarantee that the consent of all the authors is obtained before the article goes
to press.

» Reviewers and technical editors should

= apply revisions that are objective, informed, critical, constructive and unbiased,
where acceptance or rejection is based only on the work’s relevance, originality,
interest to the public in question and compliance with the style and content
regulations in the evaluation criteria;

= meet deadlines when this is possible and promptly inform the journal editor
when it is not;

= avoid sharing, spreading or reproducing any information from articles still under

review without permission from the corresponding journal editors or authors.



