
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Carbon capture and storage in compressional basins:  
global to reservoir-scale assessments and integrated  

case study of the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) 
 

Xiaolong Sun 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Aquesta tesi doctoral està subjecta a la llicència Reconeixement 4.0. Espanya de Creative 
Commons. 
 
Esta tesis doctoral está sujeta a la licencia  Reconocimiento 4.0.  España de Creative 
Commons. 
 
This doctoral thesis is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0. Spain License.  
 





 

 

 

 

Department of Mineralogy, Petrology and Applied Geology 

Faculty of Earth Sciences 

University of Barcelona 
 

Carbon capture and storage in compressional basins: 

global to reservoir-scale assessments and integrated 

case study of the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) 
 

Thesis presented by: 

Xiaolong Sun 

 

To obtain the degree of doctor from the University of Barcelona 

Thesis conducted within the framework of the Doctoral Program in Earth 

Sciences supervised by Dr. Enrique Gómez Rivas and Dr. Juan Alcalde 

and tutored by Dr. Anna Travé 

 

Barcelona, 2021 

 

Xiaolong Sun                                            Dr. Enrique Gómez Rivas 

 

Dr. Anna Travé                                          Dr. Juan Alcalde 

 



 

Acknowledgments 

This thesis was funded by the Ph.D. scholarship (201806450043) from the China Scholarship 

Council. This thesis was also funded by the Catalan Council to the Grup Consolidat de Recerca 

“Geologia Sedimentària” (2017SGR-824) and the DGICYT Spanish Project PGC2018-093903-

B-C22 (Ministerio de Ciencia, Innovación y Universidades/Agencia Estatal de 

Investigación/Fondo Europeo de Desarrollo Regional, Unión Europea). 

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisors, Dr. Anna 

Travé, Dr. Enrique Gomez-Rivas and Dr. Juan Alcalde for their invaluable guidance during my 

Ph.D. study. Their immense knowledge and plentiful experience helped me throughout this Ph.D. 

project. They also gave me constant support and encouragement in my daily life. I could not have 

imagined having better advisors and mentors for my Ph.D. study. 

I would like to express my gratitude to Dr. Juan Diego Martín-Martín for his support and 

encouragement during my study in the Department of Mineralogy, Petrology and Applied 

Geology. I would like to thank Daniel Muñoz-López and Dr. David Cruset for their great 

contributions to this thesis and other publications, including field campaigns, data analyses, and 

reviewing papers. I would like to thank Dr. Albert Griera, Dr. Amanda Owen and Dr. Irene 

Cantarero for their great contributions to our peer-reviewed papers about fracture distribution, 

sedimentology and cementation, respectively. Besides, I would also like to thank Dr. Gareth 

Johnson, Dr. Lucía Struth, Mahdi Bakhtbidar, Dr. Javier Elío, Dr. Víctor Vilarrasa, Dr. Jacobo 

Canal, Dr. Julio Ballesteros, Dr. Niklas Heinemann, Dr. Stuart Haszeldine, Dr. Andrew Cavanagh, 

Dr. David Vega-Maza, Dr. Fernando Rubiera, Dr. Roberto Martínez-Orio, Dr. Ramon Carbonell 

and Dr. Ignacio Marzan for their contributions to our peer-reviewed paper about CO2 capture and 

storage. 

I would like to thank Dr. Dolors Barsó Romeu, Dr. Xavier Llovet Ximenes, Dr. Joaquin Perona 

Moreno, Dr. Leopoldo David Pena Gonzalez and Dr. Cedric John for their contributions to lab 

work, including thin section, element composition, carbon and oxygen isotope, strontium isotope, 

and clumped isotope thermometry, respectively. I would like to thank Patricia Cabello Lopez for 



 

allowing me attending a Petrel software training course and for her useful suggestions on reservoir 

modelling. I would also like to thank Enric Sangrà and Francesc Baiget for their support during 

field campaigns. 

I would like to thank my friends, colleagues and research team for a cherished time spent 

together in labs and in social settings, including Jun Wu, Kainan Xie, Congcong Zhang, Baoqin 

Hao, Jingyi Shu, Victoriano Pineda González, Telm Bover-Arnal, Ariana Carrazana, Gabriel 

Cofrade Rivas, Oriol Vilanova Pagès, etc. Thanks to them, I had a fulfilling and happy three years 

in Barcelona. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank my family, including my parents, my younger sister, 

my girlfriend and her parents for their full support during my study abroad. 



 

Agradecimientos 

Esta tesis ha sido financiada por la beca de doctorado (201806450043) de la China Scholarship 

Council. Esta tesis también ha sido financiada por la Generalitat de Catalunya al Grup Consolidat 

de Recerca “Geologia Sedimentària” (2017SGR-824) y por el proyecto DGICYT PGC2018-

093903-B-C22 del Ministerio de Ciencia, Innovación y Universidades/Agencia Estatal de 

Investigación/Fondo Europeo de Desarrollo Regional, Unión Europea. 

En primer lugar, me gustaría expresar mi más sincera gratitud a mis supervisores, la Dr. Anna 

Travé, el Dr. Enrique Gomez-Rivas y el Dr. Juan Alcalde por su inestimable guía durante mis 

estudios de doctorado. Su inmenso conocimiento y experiencia me han ayudado a desarrollar mi 

proyecto. También me han dado un apoyo constante e insuflado ánimos a diario. No podría 

imaginar unos consejeros y mentores mejores que ellos.  

También me gustaría expresar mi gratitud al Dr. Juan Diego Martín-Martín por su apoyo y 

estímulo durante mi estancia en el Departamento de Mineralogía, Petrología y Geología Aplicada. 

Quiero darles las gracias a Daniel Muñoz-López y al Dr. David Cruset por la gran contribución a 

esta tesis y a las publicaciones resultantes, incluyendo las campañas de campo, los análisis de 

datos y las revisiones de los artículos. Me gustaría agradecerle al Dr. Albert Griera y a las Drs. 

Amanda Owen e Irene Cantarero por sus magníficas contribuciones a los artículos sobre 

distribución de fracturas, sedimentología y cementación, respectivamente. Además, también 

quiero agradecerles al Dr. Gareth Johnson, Dr. Lucía Struth, Mahdi Bakhtbidar, Dr. Javier Elío, 

Dr. Víctor Vilarrasa, Dr. Jacobo Canal, Dr. Julio Ballesteros, Dr. Niklas Heinemann, Dr. Stuart 

Haszeldine, Dr. Andrew Cavanagh, Dr. David Vega-Maza, Dr. Fernando Rubiera, Dr. Roberto 

Martínez-Orio, Dr. Ramon Carbonell y Dr. Ignacio Marzan su contribución a los artículos sobre 

almacenamiento geológico de CO2.  

Me gustaría agradecerles también al Dr. Dolors Barsó Romeu, Dr. Xavier Llovet Ximenes, Dr. 

Joaquin Perona Moreno, Dr. Leopoldo David Pena Gonzalez y Dr. Cedric John sus contribuciones 

al trabajo de laboratorio en láminas delgadas, composición elemental, isótopos de carbono y 

oxígeno, isótopos de estroncio y termometría de isótopos clumped, respectivamente. Me gustaría 



 

agradecerle a Patricia Cabello López que me haya permitido asistir a su curso sobre Petrel y 

también las valiosas sugerencias que me ha dado sobre modelización de reservorios. También 

quiero agradecerles a Enric Sangrà y a  Francesc Baiget su ayuda durante las campañas de campo.  

Me gustaría darles las gracias a mis amigos, colegas y grupo de investigación por el tiempo y 

los grandes momentos vividos en el laboratorio y en las veladas sociales, incluyendo a Jun Wu, 

Kainan Xie, Congcong Zhang, Baoqin Hao, Jingyi Shu, Victoriano Pineda González, Telm Bover-

Arnal, Ariana Carrazana, Gabriel Cofrade Rivas, Oriol Vilanova Pagès, etc. Gracias a ellos he 

pasado tres años felices y edificantes en Barcelona. 

Por ultimo, pero no por ello menos importante, me gustaría darle las gracias a mi familia, a mis 

padres, a mi hermana pequeña, a mi novia y sus padres por su apoyo durante mi etapa de estudios 

en el extranjero. 

 



 

Agraïments 

Aquesta tesi ha estat finançada per la beca de doctorat (201806450043) del China Scholarship 

Council. Aquesta tesi també va ser finançada pel Consell Català al Grup Consolidat de Recerca 

“Geologia Sedimentària” (2017SGR-824) i el DGICYT Spanish Project PGC2018-093903-B-

C22 (Ministerio de Ciencia, Innovación y Universidades / Agencia Estatal de Investigación / Fons 

Europeu de Desenvolupament Regional, Unió Europea). 

En primer lloc, vull expressar el meu sincer agraïment als meus supervisors, la doctora Anna 

Travé, el doctor Enrique Gómez-Rivas i el doctor Juan Alcalde per la seva inestimable orientació 

durant el meu doctorat. El seu immens coneixement i la seva abundant experiència m´han ajudat 

al llarg d’aquest projecte de doctorat. Ells també m’han donat suport i ànims constants en la meva 

vida diària. No m’hauria pogut imaginar tenir millors assessors i mentors per al meu doctorat. 

Vull expressar el meu agraïment al doctor Juan Diego Martín-Martín pel seu suport i ànims 

durant el meu estudi al Departament de Mineralogia, Petrologia i Geologia Aplicada. Vull agrair 

a Daniel Muñoz-López i al doctor David Cruset les seves grans contribucions a aquesta tesi i a 

altres publicacions, incloses campanyes de camp, anàlisis de dades i revisió de treballs. Vull agrair 

al doctor Albert Griera, a la doctora Amanda Owen i a la doctora Irene Cantarero les seves grans 

contribucions als nostres treballs sobre distribució de fractures, sedimentologia i cimentació, 

respectivament. A més, també vull donar les gràcies al Dr. Gareth Johnson, a la Dra. Lucía Struth, 

a Mahdi Bakhtbidar, al Dr. Javier Elío, al Dr. Víctor Vilarrasa, al Dr. Jacobo Canal, al Dr. Julio 

Ballesteros, al Dr. Niklas Heinemann, al Dr. Stuart Haszeldine , al Dr. Andrew Cavanagh, al Dr. 

David Vega-Maza, al Dr. Fernando Rubiera, al Dr. Roberto Martínez-Orio, al Dr. Ramon 

Carbonell i al Dr. Ignacio Marzan per les seves contribucions al nostre article sobre captura i 

emmagatzematge de CO2. 

Vull agrair a la doctora Dolors Barsó i als doctors Xavier Llovet, Joaquin Perona, Leopoldo 

David Pena i Cedric John per les seves contribucions al treball de laboratori, incloses l’elaboració  

de les làmines primes, la composició d’elements amb la microsonda electrònica, l’anàlisi dels 

isòtops de carboni i oxigen, isòtop d’estronci i clumped isòtops, respectivament. M'agradaria 



 

donar les gràcies a Patricia Cabello per haver-me permès assistir a un curs de formació en 

programari Petrel i pels seus útils suggeriments sobre la modelització de reservoris. També vull 

agrair a Enric Sangrà i Francesc Baiget el seu suport durant les campanyes de camp. 

Vull agrair als meus amics, col·legues i equip d'investigació el temps estimat que passem junts 

en laboratoris i entorns socials, inclosos Jun Wu, Kainan Xie, Congcong Zhang, Baoqin Hao, 

Jingyi Shu, Victoriano Pineda, Telm Bover-Arnal, Ariana Carrazana, Gabriel Cofrade, Oriol 

Vilanova, etc. Gràcies a ells he tingut tres anys satisfactoris i feliços a Barcelona. 

Per últim, però no menys important, voldria agrair a la meva família, inclosos els meus pares, 

la meva germana petita la meva xicota i els seus pares, el seu ple suport durant el meu estudi a 

l’estranger. 

 



 

Table of contents 

Abstract ............................................................................................................................................... 1 

Resumen ............................................................................................................................................... 5 

Resum ................................................................................................................................................... 9 

1 Introduction .................................................................................................................................... 13 

1.1 Current status of CCS deployment ...................................................................................... 13 

1.2 Case study of reservoir potential at foreland basin margins .................................................. 16 

1.3 Scientific questions addressed in this thesis ......................................................................... 20 

1.4 Objectives of this thesis ...................................................................................................... 22 

1.5 Publications derived from this thesis ................................................................................... 24 

2 Methodology ................................................................................................................................... 26 

2.1 Source-to-sink assessment methodology for CCS potential in compressional basins ............ 26 

2.2 Source-to-sink assessment methodology for CCS potential in hydrocarbon-limited regions . 28 

2.3 Methods for reservoir-scale case study of the Puig-reig anticline ......................................... 31 

2.3.1 Outcrops and samples ........................................................................................................ 31 

2.3.2 Method for collecting fracture attributes ........................................................................... 33 

2.3.3 Petrography of host rocks and cements ............................................................................. 33 

2.3.4 Geochemistry of host rocks and cements .......................................................................... 33 

3 Results ............................................................................................................................................. 36 

3.1 Global-scale source-to-sink assessment of CCS potential in compressional basins ............... 36 

    3.2 National-scale source-to-sink assessment of CCS potential in hydrocarbon-limited regions:                 

A case study of Spain ......................................................................................................... 38 

3.3 Reservoir-scale case study of the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) ..................................... 40 

3.3.1 Puig-reig anticline ............................................................................................................. 40 

3.3.2 Sedimentology ................................................................................................................... 41 

3.3.3 Fracture network ............................................................................................................... 46 

3.3.3.1 Fracture orientation .................................................................................................... 46 

3.3.3.2 Fracture spacing and intensity .................................................................................... 46 

3.3.3.3 Fracture length and aperture....................................................................................... 47 



 

3.3.4 Calcite cementation ........................................................................................................... 51 

3.3.4.1 Petrology of calcite cements ...................................................................................... 51 

3.3.4.2 Geochemistry of calcite cements ............................................................................... 53 

3.3.5 Reservoir characteristics of host rocks .............................................................................. 56 

4 Discussion ....................................................................................................................................... 59 

4.1 CCS potential in compressional basins and hydrocarbon-limited regions ............................. 59 

4.2 Case study of the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) ............................................................. 62 

4.2.1 Fluvial sedimentary environment ...................................................................................... 62 

4.2.2 Fracture distribution pattern .............................................................................................. 65 

4.2.3 Changes in fluid regime during fold evolution .................................................................. 70 

4.2.4 Distribution pattern of calcite cements .............................................................................. 76 

4.2.5 Reservoir potential of the Puig-reig anticline .................................................................... 79 

4.3 Reservoir potential of folded fluvial successions at foreland basin margins .......................... 81 

4.4 Future work ........................................................................................................................ 85 

5 Conclusions ..................................................................................................................................... 87 

Bibliography ...................................................................................................................................... 91 

Appendix 1 Appraisal of CO2 storage potential in compressional hydrocarbon-bearing basins: 

Global assessment and case study in the Sichuan Basin (China) ....................................... 115 

Appendix 2 Hubs and clusters approach to unlock the development of Carbon Capture and 

Storage - case study in Spain ................................................................................................. 129 

Appendix 3 Fluvial sedimentation and its reservoir potential at foreland basin margins: A case 

study of the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees) .................................................. 166 

Appendix 4 Fracture distribution in a folded fluvial succession: the Puig-reig anticline (South-

eastern Pyrenees) .................................................................................................................... 198 

Appendix 5 Origin and distribution of calcite cements and their effects on reservoir potential in 

a folded fluvial succession: the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) ..................................... 219 

Appendix 6 Other conference publications .................................................................................. 260 



Abstract 

1 

Abstract 

Carbon capture and storage (CCS) has been proposed as a potential technology to mitigate 

climate change. However, there is currently a huge gap between the global CCS deployment and 

that which will be ultimately required. To date, CCS deployment has been restricted to the most 

favourable tectonic settings, such as extensional passive margin and post-rift basins and 

compressional foreland basins. In addition, CCS deployment has stalled in most countries, with 

only limited commercial projects realised mainly in hydrocarbon-rich countries for enhanced oil 

recovery. This Ph.D. thesis aims to assess the potential of CCS development in compressional 

basins and hydrocarbon-limited regions at different scales: from a global-scale assessment to a 

national-scale assessment in Spain and finally, to a reservoir-scale analogue case study, focusing 

on the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees). 

Compressional settings host some of the most significant oil and gas resources in the world and 

will be key to the large-scale deployment of CCS. On the global scale, we present an integrated 

source-to-sink analysis tool that combines basin distribution, hydrocarbon resources and CO2 

emissions to assess the potential of compressional basins for CCS development. This 

methodology allows identifying five high-priority regions for prospective CCS development in 

compressional basins: North America, north-western South America, south-eastern Europe, the 

western Middle East and western China. The results indicate that compressional basins will have 

to play a critical role in the future of CCS if this technology is to be implemented worldwide. 

Instead of developing CCS via CO2 enhanced oil recovery (CO2-EOR), hydrocarbon-limited 

countries need to devise alternative strategies if they intend to implement CCS in their 

decarbonisation strategies. On the national scale, we present a novel systematic source-to-sink 

assessment methodology based on a hubs and clusters approach to identify favourable regions for 

CCS deployment in hydrocarbon-limited countries. Throughout the evaluation of the Spanish case 

study, we identify 15 emission hubs from the power and the hard-to-abate sectors and priority 

source-to-sink clusters, based on screening and ranking processes using a multi-criteria decision-
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making method. North-Western and North-Eastern Spain are recognised as priority regions due 

to resilience provided by different types of CO2 sources and multiple geological storage structures. 

CCS, especially in the hard-to-abate sector, and in combination with other low-carbon energies, 

remains a significant contributor to the Paris Agreement’s mid-century net-zero target. This 

methodology can attract renewed public and political interest in viable deployment pathways of 

CCS in hydrocarbon-limited countries. 

The Ebro Foreland Basin, identified as one of the most potential areas for CCS development in 

Spain, is a typical hydrocarbon-limited compressional basin with low availability of geological 

and geophysical data required for the suitability assessment for CO2 storage. In this work, we 

carry out an integrated study of the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) to be used as an outcrop 

analogue to explore the reservoir potential of foreland basin margin sedimentary systems. This 

anticline exposes continuous outcrops deposited in a proximal to medial fluvial fan system with 

an overall southeast downstream trend. The proximal deposits, mainly spreading in the northwest 

portion of the anticline, are characterised by conglomerates with minor interbedded sandstones. 

These are interpreted as having been deposited from unconfined flash floods and wide-shallow 

channel streams. The medial deposits, covering the rest of the anticline, consist of interbedded 

beds of conglomerates, sandstones and claystones, deposited in braided channel streams and 

overbanks. 

In order to understand the fracture distribution in the Puig-reig anticline and how it can 

potentially affect reservoir potential, fracture networks have been characterised using the linear 

scanline method, and four fracture sets (F1 to F4) have been identified in the target structure. The 

north limb shows low fracture intensity but large fracture length and aperture. The crest and the 

crest-limb transition zones present relatively high fracture intensity and variable fracture length 

and aperture. The south limb has low fracture intensity and small fracture length and aperture. 

Based on multiple linear regression analysis, we observe that fracture intensity is mainly 

controlled by the structural position, bedding thickness and lithological associations, with more 

intense fracturing in thin sandstone layers with multiple interlayers of fine deposits in the high 
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strain zones. The fracture length mainly depends on bedding thickness and is affected by 

lithological associations. The fracture apertures are mainly controlled by lithofacies. 

An integrated analysis of structural, petrological and geochemical characteristics allows 

identifying five generations of calcite cements (Cc0 to Cc4) and fluid regimes in the Puig-reig 

anticline. Before intensive deformation, Cc0 precipitated in intergranular porosity from meteoric 

fluids in the phreatic zone. During the most intense phase of thrusting and folding, Cc1 

precipitated in intergranular porosity, faults and F1 to F4 fracture sets from hydrothermal fluids 

migrated from the deep areas of the SE Pyrenees. During the late stage of fold growth, Cc2 mainly 

precipitated in normal and strike-slip faults in the anticline crest from the mixing between 

hydrothermal and meteoric fluids during the crestal collapse, or from hydrothermal fluids with 

shallower burial depth compared to that of Cc1. Cc3 mainly precipitated in faults and F1 and F4 

fracture sets in the north-western zone of the anticline from formation fluids probably migrated 

through the frontal thrusts. During the continuous denudation, Cc4 precipitated in the reopened 

F1 to F4 fracture sets from meteoric fluids. 

The comparison of the Puig-reig anticline with other similar depositional and tectonic settings 

worldwide allows exploring the reservoir potential for CO2 storage at foreland basin margins. In 

the Puig-reig anticline, the proximal to medial deposits present low porosity of host rocks due to 

the prevailing presence of calcite cement, with limited high porosity concentrated in massive 

medium and coarse lithofacies in the medial fluvial fan. Sandstone lithofacies deposited from the 

medial fluvial fan and located in the high strain zones feature relatively high fracture intensity, 

which have relative high potential to be effective reservoirs. The study conducted in the Puig-reig 

anticline provides a conceptual model useful to understand the reservoir characteristics at the 

basin margins.  According to this model, the reservoir potential is comprehensively controlled by 

sedimentology, diagenesis and deformation. The effective combination of both structure and 

facies can make basin margin locations potential areas for effective reservoirs, even in the 

presence of overall low porosity. Future work will focus on building a static reservoir model of 

the Puig-reig anticline based on the results obtained in the sedimentology, fracture and diagenesis 
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studies, and finally carrying out fluid flow simulations to determine the main controls on CO2 

injection and storage in such a geological setting. 



Resumen 

5 

Resumen 

La captura y almacenamiento de CO2 (CCS por sus siglas en inglés) es uno de las principales 

tecnologías propuestas para mitigar el cambio climático. Sin embargo, actualmente la diferencia 

entre el despliegue de esta tecnología y la necesidad imperiosa de descarbonización de nuestra 

sociedad es enorme. Hasta el momento el CCS solo se ha llevado a cabo en zonas geológicas más 

favorables, como los márgenes pasivos y post-rift en zonas extensionales y en las cuencas de 

antepaís de zonas compresivas. Además, el desarrollo del CCS se ha detenido en la mayoría de 

los países del mundo, existiendo únicamente una serie de proyectos comerciales principalmente 

en países con abundantes recursos petrolíferos y relacionados con la recuperación mejorada. Esta 

tesis de doctorado pretende evaluar el potencial de las cuencas compresivas y de los países con 

recursos petrolíferos limitados para el desarrollo de la tecnología de CCS en diferentes escalas: 

desde una perspectiva global a una nacional centrada en España y, finalmente centrándose en un 

caso de estudio a escala de reservorio, desarrollado en el anticlinal de Puig-reig (sudeste de los 

Pirineos). 

A escala global, se presenta una herramienta para el análisis integrado de fuente-sumidero de 

CO2, que combina la distribución de cuencas, recursos petrolíferos y emisiones de CO2 globales 

para determinar el potencial de las cuencas compresivas para el desarrollo de CCS. Esta 

metodología ha permitido identificar cinco regiones con potencial para el desarrollo de CCS: 

Norte América, el noroeste de Sudamérica, el sudeste de Europa, el oeste de Oriente Próximo y 

el oeste de China. Los resultados de este análisis indican que las cuencas compresivas jugarán un 

papel determinante en el desarrollo del CCS si es que esta tecnología se implementa a la escala 

necesaria. 

A escala nacional, se presenta una metodología para el análisis de fuente sumidero de CO2 

basado en una metodología de “hubs and clusters”, indicada para idenficar regiones con alta 

prospectividad para el desarrollo de CCS en regiones con recursos petrolíferos limitados. Esta 

herramienta se ha aplicado en un caso de estudio centrado en España, donde se han identificado 

15 hubs de emisiones en sectores de producción de energía y de industrias de difícil abatimiento 



Resumen 

6 

y se han diseñado clústers de fuente-sumidero basados en procesos de filtrado y clasificación 

utilizando métodos de toma de decisiones multi-criterio. Se han identificado el noroeste y noreste 

de España como las zonas de desarrollo prioritario gracias a la resiliencia que les proporciona el 

diferentes fuentes de emisiones de CO2 y acceso a múltiples estructuras geológicas para el 

almacenamiento. El CCS, especialmente para descarbonizar los sectores industriales de difícil 

abatimiento, y en combinación con otras energías de bajas emisiones, sigue siendo un elemento 

fundamental para alcanzar los objetivos firmados en los Acuerdos de Paris para alcanzar las 

emisiones netas nulas hacia la mitad de este siglo. La metodología presentada puede atraer un 

interés político y social renovado sobre esta tecnología, en especial en países con recursos 

petrolíferos limitados. 

La cuenca de antepaís del Ebro, identificada como una de las áreas prioritarias para el desarrollo 

del CCS en España, es una cuenca compresiva típica con muy poco interés petrolífero y por tanto 

con una información geológica y geofísica disponible muy limitada. En esta tesis, se ha llevado a 

cabo un estudio integral del anticlinal de Puig-reig (sureste de los Pirineos), para su uso como 

análogo en superficie para explorar el potencial de las cuencas sedimentarias de antepaís para el 

almacenamiento geológico de CO2. Este anticlinal ofrece afloramientos continuos de depósitos de 

sistemas abanicos fluviales proximal a medio con una trayectoria descendente orientada hacia el 

sudeste. Los depósitos proximales, que se extienden principalmente a lo largo de la porción 

noroeste del anticlinal, se caracterizan por tener conglomerados con capas menores de areniscas 

interestratificadas. Estos depósitos son interpretados como depósitos de inundación no 

restringidos y canales anchos y poco profundos. Los depósitos de la zona media que cubren el 

resto del anticlinal consisten en capas interestratificadas de conglomerados, arenas y arcillas, 

depositados en canales braided y desbordamiento de los canales. 

Para tratar de entender la distribución de las fracturas en el anticlinal de Puig-reig y como éstas 

pueden afectar al potencial de reservorio de esta estructura se ha caracterizado la red de 

fracturación utilizando el método de escaneado lineal, mediante el cual se han identificado cuatro 

sets de fracturas diferentes (F1 a F4). El extremo norte del anticlinal está caracterizado por una 

baja densidad de fracturación pero con unas fracturas de gran longitud y grado de apertura. La 
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cresta y las zonas de transición entre la cresta y los extremos presentan una intensidad de 

fracturación relativamente elevada y fracturas de longitud y apertura variables. El extremo sur del 

anticlinal tiene una intensidad de fracturación baja y fracturas cortas y con baja apertura. Mediante 

un análisis de regresión lineal múltiple se ha podido determinar que la intensidad de fracturación 

está controlada principalmente por la posición estructural, el grosor de la estratificación y las 

asociaciones litológicas, observándose la fracturación más intensa en capas finas de areniscas con 

intercalaciones de depósitos más finos de las zonas de mayor deformación del anticlinal. Las 

aperturas de las fracturas están controladas principalmente por las litofacies. 

El análisis integrado de las características estructurales, petrológicas y geoquímicas permiten 

identificar cinco generaciones distintas de cementos de calcita (de Cc0 a Cc4) y de regímenes de 

flujo en el anticlinal de Puig-reig. Antes de la deformación intensa, el cemento Cc0 precipitó en 

la porosidad intergranular a partir de fluidos meteóricos provenientes de la zona freática. Durante 

la fase más intensa de cabalgamiento y plegamiento, el Cc1 precipitó en los poros, fallas y en los 

sets F1 a F4 de fracturas a partir de fluidos hidrotermales migrados desde zonas profundas del 

sudeste de los Pirineos. Durante la última fase de crecimiento del pliegue, el Cc2 precipitó 

principalmente en fallas normales y strike-slip en la cresta del anticlinal. El origen de los fluidos 

podría provenir de una mezcla de fluidos hidrotermales y meteóricos ocurridos durante el colapso 

de la cresta, o bien a partir de fluidos hidrotermales pero con profundidades de enterramiento 

menores que las del Cc1. El Cc3 precipitó principalmente en las fallas y en las fracturas de los 

sets F1 y F4 en la zona noroeste del anticlinal, con fluidos probablemente migrados a través de 

los cabalgamientos frontales. Durante la denudación constante, el Cc4 precipitó en las fracturas 

reabiertas de los sets F1 a F4 a partir de fluidos meteóricos. 

Mediante la comparativa del anticlinal de Puig-reig con otras zonas en el mundo con ambientes 

deposicionales y tectónicos similares se puede explorar el potencial de reservorio de este tipo de 

estructuras en cuencas de antepaís para el almacenamiento geológico de CO2. En el anticlinal de 

Puig-reig, los depósitos de la zona proximal a media presentan una porosidad baja debido a la 

presencia de cemento de calcita, con ciertas zonas de porosidad más elevada concentradas en 

litofacies masivas de grano medio y grueso correspondientes a la zona media del abanico. Las 
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litofacies de areniscas depositadas en la zona media del abanico y localizadas en zonas de 

deformación elevada presentan una relativamente alta intensidad de fracturación, con cierto 

potencial para configurar reservorios efectivos. El estudio realizado en el anticlinal de Puig-reig 

puede proporcionar un modelo conceptual útil para comprender las características de los 

reservorios en los márgenes de cuenca. En concordancia con este modelo, el potencial de 

reservorio está considerablemente controlado por la sedimentología, la diagénesis y la 

deformación. La combinación efectiva de la estructura y las facies puede hacer de las zonas 

marginales de la cuenca zonas con potencial como reservorios, incluso en zonas con baja 

porosidad. La futura línea de trabajo se centrará en la construcción de un modelo estático del 

reservorio en el anticlinal de Puig-reig basado en los resultados obtenidos en los estudios 

sedimentológico, de fracturas y diagenético, para finalmente producir simulaciones de flujo de 

fluidos, con los que determinar los principales controles sobre la inyección y el almacenamiento 

de CO2 en este tipo de áreas geológicas. 
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Resum 

La captura i emmagatzematge de carboni (CCS) s’ha proposat com una tecnologia potencial 

per mitigar el canvi climàtic. No obstant això, actualment hi ha una enorme bretxa entre el 

desplegament global de CCS i el que finalment serà necessari. Fins ara, el desplegament de CCS 

s’ha restringit a les configuracions tectòniques més favorables, com ara marges passius extensius, 

conques post-rift i conques d’avantpaís compressives. A més, el desplegament de CCS s’ha 

estancat a la majoria de països, amb pocs projectes comercials realitzats principalment a països 

rics en hidrocarburs per millorar la recuperació del petroli. Aquesta tesi doctoral té com a objectiu 

avaluar el potencial de desenvolupament de CCS en conques de compressió i regions sense 

hidrocarburs a diferents escales: des d’una avaluació a escala mundial fins a una avaluació a escala 

nacional a Espanya i, finalment, a l’estudi d’un analeg a escala de dipòsit, l’anticlinal de Puig-

reig (SE Pirineus). 

Els entorns compressius contenen alguns dels reservoris de petroli i gas més importants del 

món i seran claus per al desplegament a gran escala de CCS. A escala mundial, presentem una 

eina d’anàlisi integrada que combina la distribució de la conca, els recursos d’hidrocarburs i les 

emissions de CO2 per avaluar el potencial de les conques compressives per al desenvolupament 

de CCS. Aquesta metodologia ens ha permès identificar cinc regions d’alta prioritat per al 

desenvolupament potencial de CCS a les conques compressives: Amèrica del Nord, nord-oest 

d’Amèrica del Sud, sud-est d’Europa, l’Oest de l’Orient Mitjà i l’oest de la Xina. Els resultats 

indiquen que les conques compressives hauran de tenir un paper crític en el futur de la CCS si 

aquesta tecnologia s’implementa a tot el món. 

En lloc de desenvolupar CCS mitjançant la recuperació del petroli (CO2-EOR), els països que 

tenen pocs hidrocarburs han d’elaborar estratègies alternatives si tenen la intenció d’implementar 

CCS en les seves estratègies de descarbonització. A escala nacional, presentem una nova 

metodologia sistemàtica d’avaluació basada en “centres i clústers” per identificar les regions 

favorables al desplegament de CCS als països amb pocs hidrocarburs. Aquesta eina l’hem aplicat 

en un cas de l’estat espanyol, on identifiquem 15 centres d’emissions en sectors de producció          
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d’energia i d’indústries difícils d’abatre i s’han dissenyat els clústers prioritaris de font-embornal, 

basats en processos de selecció i classificació mitjançant un mètode de presa de decisions 

multicriteri. El nord-oest i el nord-est d’Espanya s’han identificat com les regions prioritàries 

degut a la resiliència que els hi proporciona diferents tipus de fonts de CO2 i múltiples estructures 

d’emmagatzematge geològic. El CCS, especialment per descarbonitzar el sector difícil de reduir, 

i en combinació amb altres energies de baixes emissions en carboni, continua sent un contribuent 

significatiu a l’objectiu de emissions zero netes per mitjans d’aquest segle segons l’Acord de París. 

Aquesta metodologia que presentem pot atreure un interès públic i polític renovat sobre aquesta 

tecnologia, en especial en els països amb pocs hidrocarburs. 

La conca d’avantpaís de l'Ebre, identificada com una de les àrees potencials per al 

desenvolupament de CCS a Espanya, és una conca compressiva típica amb poc interès pels 

hidrocarburs i, per tant, amb baixa disponibilitat de dades geològiques i geofísiques necessàries 

per a l'avaluació de la idoneïtat per a l'emmagatzematge de CO2. En aquest treball, realitzem un 

estudi integrat de l’anticlinal de Puig-reig (SE Pirineus) per utilitzar-lo com un anàleg en 

superfície per explorar el potencial de les conques sedimentaries d’avantpaís per 

l’emmagatzemament de CO2. Aquest anticlinal exposa afloraments continus dipositats en un 

sistema de ventalls fluvials proximals a intermedis amb una tendència general descendent cap el 

sud-est. Els dipòsits proximals, que s’estenen principalment a la part nord-oest de l’anticlinal, es 

caracteritzen per conglomerats amb gresos intercalats. S’interpreta com si s’haguessin dipositat a 

partir d’inundacions instantànies no confinades i canals amples i de poca fondària. Els dipòsits de 

la zona intermèdia, que cobreixen la resta de l’anticlinal, consisteixen en capes interestratificades 

de conglomerats, gresos i argiles, dipositats en canals trenats i sobreeiximent dels canals. 

Per tal d’entendre la distribució de les fractures a l’anticlinal de Puig-reig i com aquestes poden 

afectar el potencial del reservori d’aquesta estructura, s’han caracteritzat les xarxes de fractures 

mitjançant el mètode de la línia d’escaneig lineal i s’han identificat quatre conjunts de fractures 

(F1 a F4). L'extrem nord de l’anticlinal presenta una intensitat de fractures baixa, però una gran 

longitud i obertura de les fractures. La cresta i les zones de transició entre la cresta i els flancs 

presenten una intensitat de fractures relativament alta i una longitud i una obertura de les fractures 
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variables. L’extrem sud té una intensitat de fractures baixa i una longitud i una obertura de les 

fractures petites. Basat en l’anàlisi de regressió lineal múltiple, observem que la intensitat de la 

fractura està controlada principalment per la posició estructural, el gruix de les capes i les 

associacions litològiques, amb una fracturació més intensa en les capes fines de arenites amb 

múltiples capes de dipòsits fins a les zones de més deformació de l’anticlinal. La longitud de la 

fractura depèn principalment del gruix de les capes i es veu afectada per les associacions 

litològiques. Les obertures de les fractures estan controlades principalment per les litofàcies. 

Una anàlisi integrada de les característiques estructurals, petrològiques i geoquímiques permet 

identificar cinc generacions de ciments de calcita (Cc0 a Cc4) i de règim de fluids a l’anticlinal 

de Puig-reig. Abans de la deformació intensiva, Cc0 precipitava en la porositat intergranular a 

partir de fluids meteòrics a la zona freàtica. Durant la fase més intensa d’encavalcament i 

plegament, Cc1 va precipitar en porositat intergranular, falles i en els conjunts de fractures de F1 

a F4 a partir de fluids calents migrats des de les zones profundes. Durant la fase tardana del 

creixement del plec, el Cc2 precipità principalment en falles normals i direccionals en la cresta 

de l´anticlinal a partir de la barreja entre fluids calents i meteòrics durant el col·lapse de la cresta 

o bé a partir de fluids calents però a una profunditat d’enterrament inferior a la de Cc1. Cc3 

precipità principalment en falles i en els conjunts de fractures F1 i F4 a la zona nord-oest de 

l’anticlinal a partir de fluids de formació que probablement van migrar a través dels 

encavalcaments frontals. Durant la denudació contínua, Cc4 va precipitar en els conjunts de 

fractures reoberts de F1 a F4 a partir de fluids meteòrics. 

La comparació de l’anticlinal de Puig-reig amb altres zones del mon amb ambients deposicional 

i tectònics similars permet explorar el potencial de d’emmagatzematge de CO2 d’aquest tipus 

d’estructures en conques d’avantpaís. A l’anticlinal de Puig-reig, els dipòsits proximals a 

intermedis presenten una porositat baixa de les roques hostes a causa de la presència predominant 

de ciment de calcita, amb algunes zones de porositat més elevada concentrades en litofàcies 

massives de gra mig a groller de les zones intermèdies del ventall fluvial. Les litofàcies d’arenites 

dipositades en la zona intermèdia del ventall i situades a les zones major deformació presenten 

una intensitat de fractura relativament elevada, amb un potencial relativament elevat per ser 
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dipòsits efectius. L’estudi realitzat a l’anticlinal de Puig-reig proporciona un model conceptual 

útil per entendre les característiques dels reservoris en els marges d’una conca. Segons aquest 

model, el potencial del reservori està controlat de manera exhaustiva per la sedimentologia, la 

diagènesi i la deformació. La combinació efectiva tant de l’estructura com de la fàcies pot fer de 

les zones del marge de la conca que siguin zones potencials com reservoris efectius, fins i tot en 

presència d’una porositat baixa. Els treballs futurs es centraran en la construcció d’un model 

estàtic del dipòsit de l’anticlinal de Puig-reig basat en els resultats obtinguts en els estudis de 

sedimentologia, fractures i diagènesi i, finalment, la realització de simulacions de flux de fluids 

per determinar els principals controls d’injecció i emmagatzematge de CO2 en aquests tipus de 

sistemes geològics sedimentaris. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Current status of CCS deployment 

Estimations indicate that massive greenhouse gas emissions from human activities have caused 

a global temperature increase of 0.8°C to 1.2°C above pre-industrial levels (Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change, 2018). This global warming has numerous impacts on natural and 

human systems, e.g., many land and ocean ecosystems have already changed (Hoegh-Guldberg 

et al., 2018) and will continue to do so in the future (Millington et al., 2019; Trisos et al., 2020). 

Limiting global warming to 2°C or even 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels will require a 

combination of different approaches to climate change mitigation that are compatible with 

sustainable development, including CO2 emission reductions (Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change, 2018). Carbon capture and storage (CCS) is widely considered an efficient and 

safe method for decarbonisation (MacDowell et al., 2010; Alcalde et al., 2018; Bui et al., 2018), 

and remains a core component of national and global emission reduction strategies to mitigate 

climate change (Scott et al., 2013; Global CCS Institute, 2017). For example, in an ambitious 

1.5°C temperature raise scenario, CCS may contribute with 550 to 1017 gigatons (Gt) of global 

CO2 emission reduction by year 2100 (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2018). 

However, CCS deployment has been slow due to various barriers including the high-cost 

perception of CCS development, lack of market mechanisms and incentives, insufficient penalty 

mechanisms for major CO2 emitters, an inadequate legal framework, low public acceptance, 

potential safety and environment issues (Leung et al., 2014; Budinis et al., 2018), and uncertainty 

in the characterisation of storage sites (Espie et al., 2018). This has resulted in a huge gap between 

the global CCS provision and that required to meet the anticipated contribution of CCS to global 

and regional carbon emission reduction targets. According to the latest CCS facility database 

(Global CCS Institute, 2020), there were only 28 commercial CCS facilities in operation 

worldwide in 2020, with a maximum capture capacity of around 40 million tonnes of CO2 per 

annum (Mtpa). While there are multiple projects in advanced stages of planning and development, 
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if the current trend of CCS deployment continues, it would still be very far from the global 

decarbonisation targets (Koelbl et al., 2014; Bui et al., 2018; Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change, 2018).  

Global assessments of CO2 storage indicate that most regions contain sufficient storage 

capacity (Consoli and Wildgust, 2017; Kearns et al., 2017; Ringrose and Meckel, 2019), 

supporting CCS as a feasible technology for emission reduction planning. However, apart from 

the storage capacity, other geological factors can have significant effects on a region’s suitability 

for CCS. These include the tectonic setting, basin architecture, reservoir quality, caprock sealing 

capacity, depth, geothermal gradient, reservoir pressure and hydrogeology (Bachu, 2003; Wei et 

al., 2013; Edlmann et al., 2015). In particular, the tectonic setting under which a targeted basin 

was formed exerts a significant effect on the other factors listed above (Edlmann et al., 2015; 

McDermott et al., 2017). 

To date, CCS deployment has been restricted to the most favourable tectonic settings, such as 

extensional passive margin and post-rift basins and compressional foreland basins. Compressional 

basins mainly include peripheral foreland basins, developed adjacent to mountain belts, and retro-

arc foreland basins, developed adjacent to island volcanic arcs. Using geomechanical facies 

assessments, Edlmann et al. (2015) ranked peripheral foreland basins as the most suitable sites 

for CO2 storage, followed by passive continental margins, rift and strike-slip basins. In addition, 

compressional basins host abundant hydrocarbon resources, e.g., accounting for 28% of global 

giant fields Mann et al. 2003). Hydrocarbon-bearing provinces are the primary targets of CCS 

because of their proven sufficient capacity and suitable characteristics to trap and store fluids over 

long periods of time, and the availability of a substantial number of geological datasets and host 

industrial infrastructures with potential for re-use for CCS development (Godec et al., 2011; 

Kuuskraa et al., 2013; Alcalde et al., 2019). These aspects grant compressional basins, more 

especially foreland basins, a great potential for the development of CCS. To date, CCS 

development in compressional basins shows a heterogeneous distribution, with commercial CCS 

facilities mainly concentrating in North America and the Middle East. Europe and China account 

for significant proportions of global CO2 emissions and host large compressional basins that could 
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be used for CO2 storage, and yet there is only one commercial CCS facility (Karamay Dunhua 

Oil Technology CCUS EOR Project) with very limited capacity (0.1 Mtpa) in operation in these 

basins (Global CCS Institute, 2020). Despite their promising prospect, the potential for CCS 

development of compressional basins has not been yet assessed quantitatively according to the 

global and regional carbon emission distribution. 

Global development of CCS has been historically closely bound to the production of oil and 

gas via CO2-EOR (Liu et al., 2018). Commercial CCS facilities in operation are mainly 

concentrated in a few hydrocarbon-rich countries with effective government support for CCS 

deployment, such as the USA, Canada, and Norway. Hydrocarbon-limited countries such as many 

European Union (EU) countries, will need to devise alternative strategies if they intend to 

implement ambitious decarbonisation strategies via CCS development. As the third-largest 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emitter after China and the United States, the EU has proposed its updated 

ambitious reduction target of GHG emissions that aims to achieve a reduction of at least 55% by 

2030 compared to 1990 and to achieve net-zero GHG emissions by 2050 (European Commission, 

2020). The EU has confirmed the essential role of CCS as a technology able to significantly 

reduce CO2 emissions, promoting CCS to become an integral part of the European energy policy 

(Lupion and Herzog, 2013). However, there are currently no commercial CCS facilities in 

operation within the EU (European Commission, 2020). Thus, there should be more scope for 

CCS development in the EU, especially in those countries that have massive emissions and bear 

high potential for CCS development. 

As the fifth-largest CO2 emitter in the EU, Spain needs to take a pro-active role in meeting the 

EU’s emission reduction target. CCS is considered a feasible option for emission reduction in 

Spain (Ministerio para la Transición Ecológica y el Reto Demográfico, 2007) and has been 

endorsed by the Spanish Parliament (Boletín Oficial del Estado, 2010). Regional and national 

assessments of CO2 storage capacity and storage suitability have revealed a relatively high 

potential for CCS development in Spain (Vangkilde-Pedersen et al., 2009; Instituto Geológico y 

Minero de España, 2010a; Martínez del Olmo, 2019). Spain had a head start on CCS in the late 

2000s (Patel, 2010), with three pilot projects for CO2 capture and one for CO2 storage developed 
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between 2006 and 2014. However, this trend was not continued due to the economic crisis and 

uncertainty about the role of CCS in the energy transition, and no commercial or demonstration 

projects are planned in the near future (Global CCS Institute, 2020). 

For countries that do not host operational commercial facilities and have to-date lacked 

consistent government support for CCS deployment, a hubs and clusters strategy is gaining 

momentum and even promotes the implementation of this important technology. For example, the 

UK and the Netherlands are developing CCS hub projects for dedicated geological storage in the 

North Sea (Alcalde et al., 2019; Hoffman et al., 2021). As a typical hydrocarbon limited country 

in the EU, Spain can be used as a case study to explore how the hubs and clusters strategy can be 

applied in these hydrocarbon-limited countries to attract renewed public and political interest in 

viable deployment pathways of CCS. 

1.2 Case study of reservoir potential at foreland basin margins 

Northern Spain is dominated by compressional tectonic settings due to the continental collision 

between the Iberian and European plates, which resulted in the formation of the Ebro and Duero 

foreland basins. The Ebro Foreland Basin has recently been selected as one of the most potential 

basins for the large-scale deployment of CCS in Southern and Eastern Europe (Strategy CCUS, 

2020). The ALGECO2 project (2009-2010) conducted by the Spanish Geological and Mining 

Survey (IGME) to evaluate the potential structures for CO2 storage in Spain (Instituto Geológico 

y Minero de España, 2010b) identified multiple favourable storage structures within the Ebro 

Foreland Basin . However, there is very limited geological and geophysical data available in the 

Ebro Foreland Basin compared to hydrocarbon-bearing basins due to the limited hydrocarbon 

exploration activities carried out in this area. This imposes significant uncertainty on the 

suitability assessment of storage sites. More subsurface data will be needed in such hydrocarbon-

limited regions to reduce the uncertainty and thus advance the maturity of storage resources. 

However, in areas with limited well data and seismic resolution of subsurface reservoirs, outcrop 

analogues can play an important role in improving the accuracy of reservoir prediction in the 

subsurface (Howell et al., 2014), by providing reliable geological conceptual models and 
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quantitative attribute information (Dichiarante et al., 2020). 

Alluvial and fluvial fans are the dominant deposits at the active margins of non-marine foreland 

basins (DeCelles and Cavazza, 1999; Horton and Decelles, 2001; Ventra and Clarke, 2018). The 

northern margin of the Ebro Foreland Basin and the adjacent South Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt 

present multiple alluvial fans and distributive fluvial systems. For example, Upper Eocene to 

Oligocene alluvial and fluvial systems developed in the north-eastern margin of the Ebro Foreland 

Basin. An excellent example of these systems is the conglomerate-dominated Berga Group 

developing near the frontal thrust sheets that wedges out into the fluvial Solsona Formation 

deposits towards the foreland basin (Sáez, 1987; Ford et al., 1997; Williams et al., 1998; Sáez et 

al., 2007; de Gibert and Sáez, 2009; Barrier et al., 2010). Such alluvial-fluvial deposits in the 

subsurface show high potential to become effective storage sites. For example, the eastern, deeper 

part of the Puig-reig anticline in the SE Pyrenees was considered a suitable site for storage of 

natural gas (Instituto Geológico y Minero de España, 1995). Besides, such well-exposed outcrops 

provide excellent outcrop analogues of similar systems in the subsurface. In the study area, 

previous studies focused on the description and interpretation of the sedimentary environments, 

the interactions between sedimentation and tectonic activities (e.g., Ford et al., 1997; Williams et 

al., 1998; Sáez et al., 2007; Barrier et al., 2010; Carrigan et al., 2016), the evolution of fluid regime, 

and the relationships between fluid flow and deformation (e.g., Cruset et al., 2016, 2018). In this 

thesis, the Puig-reig anticline has been used as a reservoir analogue to explore the reservoir 

potential of similar sedimentary systems at foreland basin margins. 

At foreland basin margins, these alluvial and fluvial coarse clastic belts tend to present a 

relatively restricted radial extent and show high architectural unpredictability due to the lack of 

viable conceptual models activities (Moscariello, 2018). Accordingly, resource exploration and 

development at these basin margins are generally considered high risk and low return activities 

(Moscariello, 2018). However, alluvial fan and fluvial fan successions at basin margins have good 

preservation potential if the subsidence rate creates sufficient space to accommodate the 

significant sediment supply (Moscariello, 2005). Apart from the depositional characteristics, 

other aspects such as the complex structural and diagenetic characteristics of foreland basin 
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margin rocks can produce a strong reservoir heterogeneity. Reservoir quality can be 

comprehensively controlled by the sedimentary systems of sediments and the fracturing and 

diagenesis processes that they experience (e.g., Morad et al., 2010; Taylor et al., 2010; Zhang et 

al., 2011; Watkins et al., 2018). 

Sedimentary rocks of foreland basin margins and fold-and-thrust belts typically undergo 

intensive fracturing as folds grow, resulting in the formation of complex fracture networks. Many 

studies have analysed factors controlling the distribution of fracture networks, particularly how 

the structural position and the characteristics of sedimentary rocks impact the resulting fracture 

networks (Underwood et al., 2003; Florez-Niño et al., 2005; Lorenz et al., 2006; Wennberg et al., 

2006; Ortega et al., 2010; Ogata et al., 2017). Fracture attributes, including fracture intensity, 

orientation, length, aperture and connectivity have been described to be closely related to the 

structural position of a rock volume within a fold (Peacock, 2001; Bellahsen et al., 2006; Ghosh 

and Mitra, 2009; Watkins et al., 2015a). In addition, the characteristics of the hosting sedimentary 

rocks, including the lithofacies architecture, lithological assemblages, bedding thickness, 

depositional components, textures, grain size and presence of cements and other diagenetic 

products, determine the rock mechanical properties (Shackleton et al., 2005; Olson et al., 2007; 

Ferrill and Morris, 2008; Laubach et al., 2009) and thus control fracture attributes and distribution. 

Fracture networks control fracture permeability and thus play a key role in terms of storage 

capacity, injectivity and sealing properties (Iding and Ringrose, 2010; Bond et al., 2013; Wilson 

et al., 2015), all critical factors for the success of CO2 storage operations. As important fluid 

migration pathways and potential source for reservoir space, fracture networks have been widely 

studied in thrust belts composed of carbonate deposits due to their abundant hydrocarbon 

resources, e.g., in the Zagros fold-and-thrust belt (Stephenson et al., 2007), the Bighorn Basin 

(Bellahsen et al., 2006), the Apennines (Van Dijk et al., 2000) and the Oman Mountains (Gomez-

Rivas et al., 2014). However, studies of fracturing of thrust belts composed of sandstone deposits 

are significantly less well documented (Watkins et al., 2015a). An example of understudied 

systems is alluvial-fluvial fans. 

At foreland basin margins or fold-and-thrust belts, fracturing, thrusting and folding are 
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generally accompanied by flow of various external fluids within and/or across different 

hydrostratigraphic units through connected fracture networks and porosity of host rocks (Travé et 

al., 2007; Fischer et al., 2009; Evans and Fischer, 2012; Evans et al., 2012; Ogata et al., 2014; 

Muñoz-López et al., 2020). These external fluids can provide the material sources and physical-

chemical conditions for cementation (Bons et al., 2012). Calcite cement is one of the predominant 

authigenic minerals in clastic rocks (Morad, 1998; Walderhaug and Bjørkum, 1998), such as in 

alluvial-fluvial settings (e.g., Hall et al., 2004; Wanas, 2008; Taylor and Machent, 2011; Cruset 

et al., 2016). The presence and distribution of calcite cement can exert significant effects on 

reservoir properties and heterogeneity (Dutton et al., 2002; Davis et al., 2006; Xiong et al., 2016; 

Cui et al., 2017; Wang et al., 2017). On the macro scale, calcite cement distribution in host rocks 

is mainly controlled by the depositional characteristics and the stacking patterns of sequence 

stratigraphy. Another factor that controls cement distribution in rocks at multiple scales is the 

development of faults and fractures, which control fluid migration across different 

hydrostratigraphic units (Evans and Fischer, 2012; Evans et al., 2012). On the small scale, cement 

distribution is controlled by lithofacies and reservoir permeability, in a way that cementation tends 

to affect the more permeable deposits, e.g., reservoirs with coarse grain size and high quartz 

content (Dutton et al., 2002; Hall et al., 2004; Van Den Bril and Swennen, 2009). Thus, calcite 

cements tend to be heterogeneously distributed and can exert key effects on reservoir quality. 

Previous studies in the SE Pyrenees have mainly focused on unravelling the relationships between 

the evolution of fluid regimes and the deformation history of related structures using the 

geological information obtained from calcite cements (e.g., Cruset et al., 2016, 2018). However, 

these well-exposed structures have not been studied as reservoir analogues to explore cement 

distribution and how it controls reservoir potential. 

In this Ph.D. thesis, the Puig-reig anticline is used as a reservoir analogue to explore the 

reservoir potential for CO2 storage and its controlling factors of similar sedimentary systems at 

foreland basin margins, based on an integrated study of the depositional characteristics and 

diagenetic evolution of the alluvial-fluvial succession and the fracture networks that these rocks 

host. 
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1.3 Scientific questions addressed in this thesis 

(1) CCS development potential in compressional basins 

There is currently a huge gap between the global deployment of CCS and that which will be 

ultimately required to meet the emission reduction targets needed to mitigate climate change. CCS 

deployment has been restricted to favourable tectonic settings, such as extensional passive margin 

and post-rift basins and compressional foreland basins. To reach an adequate level of deployment, 

the CCS potential of regions in different tectonic settings needs to be explored and assessed 

worldwide. Despite being ubiquitous in all continents, the potential of compressional basins to 

safely store captured CO2 has not been systematically studied, especially in terms of comparison 

between their storage capacity and the demand for storage, which is directly determined by the 

geographic distribution and volume of carbon emissions. 

To what extent compressional basins represent the best CCS option in certain regions, and can 

they play an essential role in global CCS development? 

(2) CCS development potential in hydrocarbon-limited regions 

Historically, CCS development has been closely bound to oil and gas production. To date, most 

commercial CCS facilities in operation concentrate in a few hydrocarbon-rich countries and most 

are purposed for CO2-EOR, while only a few projects are for dedicated CCS. In many 

hydrocarbon-limited countries (such as most EU countries), CCS deployment has stalled, and 

these countries need to devise alternative strategies for CCS development instead of CO2-EOR. 

For countries that lack of consistent government support for CCS deployment, a strategy based 

on hubs and clusters is gaining momentum and promoting the implementation of CCS for 

dedicated geological storage.  

Is the hubs and clusters approach a suitable strategy to attract renewed interest in viable 

deployment pathways of CCS in hydrocarbon-limited countries? 

(3) Analogue study in a hydrocarbon-limited foreland basin 

As a typical hydrocarbon-limited country in the EU, Spain hosts interesting geological assets 
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for potential CCS development, such as the Ebro Foreland Basin, that has been selected as a 

potential basin for large-scale deployment of CCS (Strategy CCUS, 2020). However, there is 

significant uncertainty on the suitability assessment of storage sites due to the very limited amount 

of geological and geophysical data available for the characterisation of the target sites. Under such 

circumstance, analogue studies can provide reliable geological conceptual models and help to 

reduce the uncertainty of reservoir performance in the subsurface. There are well-exposed 

alluvial-fluvial deposits at the northern margin of the Ebro Foreland Basin, which have been 

previously studied focusing on unravelling tectonic activities, sedimentary systems, fluid 

evolutions and their interactions. 

As the dominant deposits at the active margins of non-marine foreland basins, can these 

excellent outcrops be used as analogues to explore the reservoir potential of similar sedimentary 

systems in the subsurface? 

(4) Fracture distribution in folded detrital rocks at foreland basin margins 

At foreland basin margins and their adjacent fold-and-thrust belts, fractures tend to develop due 

to intensive deformation. As important fluid migration pathways and potential reservoir space, 

fracture networks have a significant impact on reservoir performance. Fracture networks have 

been widely studied in foreland basin margins and thrust belts composed of carbonate deposits 

due to their abundant hydrocarbon resources. However, studies of fracturing of thrust belts 

composed of sandstone deposits are significantly less well documented. An example of these 

understudied systems are alluvial-fluvial fan systems. The alluvial-fluvial outcrops available in 

the north-eastern Ebro Foreland Basin have not been yet approached as outcrop analogues to 

determine the fracture networks of folded detrital rocks. 

At foreland basin margins, how does the complex structural and depositional characteristics 

of the folded alluvial-fluvial deposits impact the resulting fracture networks? 

(5) Calcite cementation and fluid evolution in the Puig-reig anticline 

In the Southern Pyrenees, most previous studies of calcite cement focused on unravelling the 

relationships between fluid flow and deformation in the cover thrust sheets, whereas only a few 
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studies focus on the adjacent Ebro Foreland Basin. In the Puig-reig anticline, at the north-eastern 

margin of the Ebro Foreland Basin, previous studies have only addressed the fracture-filling 

calcite veins in the anticline crest, revealing cementation phases and fluid regimes related to the 

early fold growth and the crestal collapse. Besides, the well-exposed alluvial-fluvial outcrops 

have not been used as outcrop analogues to explore calcite cement distribution in folded detrital 

rocks at foreland basin margins. 

What is the complete cementation history and fluid evolution during the evolution of the Puig-

reig anticline? How is calcite cement distributed in different depositional and structural settings?  

1.4 Objectives of this thesis 

The overarching aim of this thesis is to assess the potential of CCS development in 

compressional basins and hydrocarbon-limited regions, from a global-scale assessment to a 

national-scale assessment in Spain and, finally, to a reservoir-scale case study, focusing on the 

Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees). 

(1) Global-scale assessment of CCS development potential in compressional basins 

An integrated source-to-sink analysis tool combines open-access information on compressional 

basin distribution and characteristics, hydrocarbon resources and CO2 emissions. This tool is used 

to evaluate the potential role of compressional basins in global CCS development and to what 

extent compressional basins represent the best CCS option in certain regions. 

(2) National-scale assessment of CCS development potential in hydrocarbon-limited 

regions 

Based on a hubs and clusters strategy, a new source-to-sink assessment methodology has been 

developed to evaluate the potential of CCS development in hydrocarbon-limited regions. As a 

case study, this methodology is applied in Spain to identify high-priority source-sink clusters for 

CCS development and to help to devise the important role of CCS in the decarbonization strategy 

of this country. 
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(3) Reservoir-scale case study of the storage potential at foreland basin margins: the Puig-

reig Anticline (SE Pyrenees) 

As one of the most potential basins for large-scale deployment of CCS in Southern and Eastern 

Europe, the Ebro Foreland Basin has very reduced amount of geological and geophysical data 

available due to the limited hydrocarbon resources existing in this area. In this thesis, the Puig-

reig anticline is used as an outcrop analogue for the evaluation of the reservoir potential of similar 

sedimentary systems at foreland basin margins. The study of this analogue provides reliable 

geological conceptual models and thus reduce the uncertainty of reservoir prediction in the 

subsurface of this type of reservoirs. The analogue study consists of four parts: 

• The sedimentology of the Puig-reig anticline has been studied based on the petrographic 

observations and the logging of cross-sections in field campaigns to reveal the reservoir 

distribution across the anticline. 

• The fracture network in the Puig-reig anticline has been studied using the linear scanline 

method to reveal the fracture distribution and the related controlling factors. This study 

also aims to provide an outcrop analogue for the prediction of fractured clastic reservoirs 

in the subsurface, especially in the research context that fracturing in siliciclastic thrust 

belts is much less well documented than that in carbonate ones. 

• The calcite cementation in the Puig-reig anticline has been studied based on petrographic 

and geochemical analyses. This study aims to build the cementation history and fluid 

evolution across the whole anticline and during the complete fold evolution. Furthermore, 

the comparison between the Puig-reig anticline and other studies worldwide aims to 

explore the distribution of calcite cement in different settings. 

• The reservoir potential of the Puig-reig anticline has been studied based on the 

comprehensive analysis of sedimentology, fracture network and cement cementation. 

This work aims to evaluate the reservoir potential of folded fluvial settings at foreland 

basin margins and the related controlling factors. 



1 Introduction 

24 

1.5 Publications derived from this thesis 

A total of five scientific articles have resulted from the work conducted during this thesis. Four 

of these articles have been published or are in different stages of review or revision in international 

peer-reviewed science citation index (SCI) journals with high impact at the time of submission of 

this thesis, and the fifth one is in preparation. These articles (Appendix 1 to 5), as well as other 

conference publications (Appendix 6), are included in the Appendix section of this thesis. 

Article 1 (Appendix 1) includes the global-scale assessment of CCS development potential in 

compressional basins using an integrated source-to-sink assessment methodology: 

[1] Sun, X., Alcalde, J., Gomez-Rivas, E., Struth, L., Johnson, G., Travé, A., 2020. Appraisal of 

CO2 storage potential in compressional hydrocarbon-bearing basins: Global assessment and 

case study in the Sichuan Basin (China). Geoscience Frontiers, 11, 2309-2321. 

doi.org/10.1016/j.gsf.2020.02.008. IF: 6.853 (2020); Q1 (Geosciences, Multidisciplinary – 9/188). 

Article 2 (Appendix 2) includes the national-scale assessment of CCS development potential 

in hydrocarbon-limited regions using a new source-to-sink assessment methodology based on a 

hubs and clusters strategy: 

[2] Sun, X., Alcalde, J., Bakhtbidar, M., Elío, J., Vilarrasa, V., Canal, J., Ballesteros, J., 

Heinemann, N., Haszeldine, S., Cavanagh, A., Vega-Maza, D., Rubiera, F., Martínez-Orio, R., 

Johnson, G., Carbonell, R., Marzan, I., Travé, A., Gomez-Rivas, E., 2021. Hubs and clusters 

approach to unlock the development of Carbon Capture and Storage – case study in Spain. 

Applied Energy, in press. IF: 9.746 (2020); Q1 (Energy & Fuels – 9/144). 

Articles 3, 4, 5 consist of the reservoir-scale study of storage potential for CO2 storage at 

foreland basin margins, focusing on the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees), including the study of 

sedimentology and reservoir potential in Article 3 (Appendix 3), the study of fracture network in 

Article 4 (Appendix 4), and the study of cementation and fluid in Article 5 (Appendix 5): 

[3] Sun, X., Alcalde, J., Gomez-Rivas, Owen, A., Griera, A., Martín-Martín, J.D., Cruset, D., 

Travé, A., 2021. Fluvial sedimentation and its reservoir potential at foreland basin margins: A 

case study of the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees). Sedimentary Geology, in review. 
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IF: 3.397 (2020); Q1 (Geology – 7/48). 

[4] Sun, X., Gomez-Rivas, E., Alcalde, J., Martín-Martín, J.D., Ma, C., Muñoz-López, D., Cruset, 

D., Cantarero, I., Griera, A., Travé, A., 2021. Fracture distribution in a folded fluvial succession: 

the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees). Marine and Petroleum Geology, 132, 105169. 

doi.org/10.1016/j.marpetgeo.2021.105169. IF: 4.348 (2020); Q1 (Geosciences, Multidisciplinary 

– 35/199). 

[5] Sun, X., Gomez-Rivas, E., Cruset, D., Alcalde, J., Muñoz-López, D., Cantarero, I., Martín-

Martín, J.D., Travé, A., 2021. Fluid evolution and calcite cementation in a folded fluvial 

succession at an active basin margin: the Puig-reig anticline example (SE Pyrenees). In 

preparation for submission to Sedimentology. IF: 4.155 (2020); Q1 (Geology – 4/48). 
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2 Methodology 

2.1 Source-to-sink assessment methodology for CCS potential in 

compressional basins 

To appraise the potential of CCS development in compressional basins, we present an 

integrated source-to-sink assessment methodology that combines comprehensive and open-access 

information on basin distribution, hydrocarbon resources and CO2 emissions based on 

geographical information systems (GIS). 

The main input data used in this global-scale assessment were obtained from three different 

sources. (1) Based on the CGG Robertson Sedimentary Basins compilation (Robertson, 2014), 

we divided global hydrocarbon-bearing basins into five major tectonic settings: foreland basins, 

passive margin basins, intracratonic basins, rift and post-rift basins, and other basins (Fig. 1A). 

(2) From the National Petroleum Assessment and the World Petroleum Assessment of the United 

State Geological Survey (USGS) (USGS, 1995, 2000; Bird et al., 2008), we obtained global basin 

shapes and values for conventional hydrocarbon resources of more than 200 basins (Fig. 1B). (3) 

From the version v4.3.2 of the Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research (EDGAR) 

(EDGAR, 2018; Janssens-Maenhout et al., 2019), we extracted the stationary CO2 emissions of 

each basin in 2012 (Fig. 1C). 

Using a GIS-based software (QGIS Development Team, 2018), we input the basin polygon 

shapes and geo-referenced the hydrocarbon resources and CO2 emissions. For the storage 

potential appraisal, we assume that compressional regions with high potential for developing CCS 

must encompass sufficient hydrocarbon resources (VH) as a proxy for storage space, and CO2 

emissions (VCO2) as CO2 source. We combined these two elements by creating an integrated 

evaluation parameter (VCCS-P) that equals the product of normalised VH and VCO2. Hydrocarbon 

resources are not quantitatively equivalent to storable CO2 emissions, which involve different 

geological requirements (Goodman et al., 2011), but it is an accurate enough proxy to quantify 

and rank CO2 storage potential of these hydrocarbon-bearing basins. 
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Figure 1. (A) Tectonic settings of main hydrocarbon-bearing basins (Robertson, 2014). (B) Distribution of 

major conventional hydrocarbon resources (given in million barrel of oil equivalent (MBOE)): basins in 

the United States (USGS, 1995), the Arctic Circle (Bird et al., 2008), and other regions (USGS, 2000). (C) 

Distribution of potential CO2 emission sources (in Mtpa) within the main hydrocarbon-bearing basins. 

2.2 Source-to-sink assessment methodology for CCS potential in 

hydrocarbon-limited regions 

Instead of developing CCS via CO2-EOR, hydrocarbon-limited regions need to devise 

alternative strategies if they intend to implement CCS in their decarbonisation strategies. To 

appraise the potential of CCS development in hydrocarbon-limited regions, we present a novel 

source-to-sink assessment methodology that not only considers the matching between CO2 

sources and storage resources but also adopts the hubs and clusters strategy. This methodology is 

derived and adapted from the one used for the site selection in the Acorn project of the UK North 

Sea (Alcalde et al., 2019). The workflow created and used in this study is summarized in Fig. 2 

and comprises three main steps. First, we define the potential CO2 emission hubs as CO2 sources 

for CCS development and the potential CO2 storage sites available. Emission hubs are divided 

into different sectors based on the industrial types of emissions because they can play different 

roles in different stages of CCS development. Subsequently, a preliminary screening process is to 

select potential storage sites for each emission hub, based on basic screening criteria, such as 

storage capacity and distance to the emission hub. A scoring process is to grade the suitability of 

each potential storage site, involving storage capacity, reservoir-caprock suitability, development 

cost, data availability, etc. Finally, the scored sites are ranked to select priority source-to-sink 

clusters using a Multi-Criteria Decision Making (MCDM) process that allows selection 

considering multiple factors at the same time. 
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Figure 2. Workflow of the source-to-sink assessment based on a hubs and clusters strategy: Step 1, 

screening of the potential CO2 sources and storage structures; Step 2, scoring criteria of potential emission 

hubs and storage structures; Step 3, the MCDM scheme for ranking source-to-sink cluster priorities. The 

ultimate goal is to identify favourable regions to deploy CCS most efficiently. 

We apply this methodology in a case study in Spain to identify the priority CCS development 

regions in this country. Spain’s industrial facilities with CO2 emissions higher than 0.1 Mtpa are 

selected as CO2 sources for CCS development (Fig. 3A). CO2 emission hubs include CO2 sources 

within a circular area with a diameter smaller than 60 km and annual CO2 emissions higher than 

2 Mtpa, trying to minimise the number of hubs and maximise the CO2 emissions per hub without 

making hubs too large. Emission hubs are divided into two types of industrial sectors because 

CCS can play different roles at different stages of decarbonisation plans: the more immediate 

power sector (i.e., CCS to decarbonise the power system) and the more sustained hard-to-abate 

sector (i.e., CCS to decarbonise other industrial systems). The emissions of the so-called Hard-

to-abate sector encompass those coming from basic industries, such as steel, cement, chemicals, 

plastic, paper, etc. (Rumayor et al., 2020). 
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Figure 3. (A) Large industrial sources of CO2 emissions (≥ 0.1 Mtpa) by industrial sectors in Spain in 2018. 

Data source: Basque Government (2019); MITECO (2020a). (B) CO2 storage structures in Spain from the 

ALGECO2 project (Instituto Geológico y Minero de España, 2010b) and Martínez del Olmo (2019). 

For each emission hub a preliminary screening process is applied to all storage structures (Fig. 

3B; 103 onshore saline aquifers from the ALGECO2 project (Instituto Geológico y Minero de 

España, 2010b) and 7 offshore saline aquifers from Martínez del Olmo (2019)). This screening 

process determines whether storage structures are taken forward to the following assessment steps 

or disqualified, and is based on two criteria: theoretical storage capacity and source-to-sink 



2 Methodology 

31 

distance. In the following step, for each emission hub the filtered potential structures are scored 

based on four ranking criteria, including theoretical storage capacity, the suitability of reservoir-

caprock systems, development cost, and the availability of seismic and well data for their 

assessment. After quantifying the four ranking criteria, the Technique for Order of Preference by 

Similarity to Ideal Solution (TOPSIS) method (Yoon and Hwang, 1995) is used to rank potential 

storage structures for each emission hub based on different weighting scenarios (geological, 

economic, and comprehensive scenarios), and finally to select the priority source-to-sink clusters. 

2.3 Methods for reservoir-scale case study of the Puig-reig anticline 

The Puig-reig anticline is used as an outcrop analogue for the evaluation of the reservoir 

potential of similar sedimentary systems at foreland basin margins. The analogue study combines 

the comprehensive analysis of sedimentology, fracture network and diagenesis of the Puig-reig 

anticline based on field and laboratory data. 

2.3.1 Outcrops and samples 

The Puig-reig anticline is located at the north-eastern margin of the Ebro Foreland Basin and 

adjacent to the South Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt (Fig. 4A, B, C). This anticline presents 

excellent outcrops along roads that cut through the structure in a roughly north-south direction, 

between the towns of Sant Llorenç de Morunys in the north and Solsona in the south (Fig. 4B, D). 

To reveal the sedimentary characteristics and the distribution of lithofacies across the anticline, 

seven high-resolution (decimetre-scale) stratigraphic logs with a total thickness of about 3,000 m 

were built from seven cross-sections (Fig. 4D). The detailed sedimentary data acquired include 

bedding thickness, grain size, sedimentary structures and presence of bioturbation. 

In this study, the Puig-reig anticline was divided into five structural positions from north to 

south, namely north limb, crest-north limb transition zone, crest, crest-south limb transition zone 

and south limb (Fig. 4E). Outcrops were selected for the systematic collection of fracture 

attributes in the field, representing different structural positions of the anticline and different 

lithofacies. Samples of host rocks and fracture-filling veins, representing different structural 

positions and lithofacies, were selected for petrographic and geochemical analyses in laboratories. 
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Figure 4. (A-B) Geographical location and main structural units of the SE Pyrenees (Vergés, 1993). (C) 

Cross-section of the frontal part of the SE Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt and the Ebro Basin (Vergés, 1993). 

The seismic profile (Line S-2) is from the Spanish Geophysical Information System (SIGEOF) (Instituto 

Geológico y Minero de España, 1977). (D-E) Distribution of the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation 

and location of outcrops. The strata distribution is based on the regional geological map of Catalonia 

(Institut Cartogràfic i Geològic de Catalunya, 2006) and on Williams et al. (1998) and Barrier et al. (2010). 

The formation subdivision of the Berga Group follows the scheme of Williams et al. (1998). 
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2.3.2 Method for collecting fracture attributes 

The linear scanline method was adopted in this study to collect fracture data because of the 

nearly vertical outcrops present in the Puig-reig anticline, which prevented the use of other 

fracture sampling methods. The linear scanline method has been widely used and discussed in the 

literature (Zeeb et al., 2013; Watkins et al., 2015a and references thereof). This method is a fast 

technique for recording a wide range of fracture attributes, including fracture orientation, length, 

spacing, intensity, aperture, and fracture filling. The fracture data was acquired in groups of at 

least two people, with the aim of reducing subjective acquisition biases (Andrews et al., 2019). 

We acquired data from 53 scanlines that add up to around 1,600 m in total scanline length, along 

the three western-most roads (Fig. 4D). Around 1,800 fractures with lengths greater than 20 cm 

intersecting the scanlines were measured. In this study, we did not include large faults with high 

offsets and obvious fault zones. 

2.3.3 Petrography of host rocks and cements 

To determine rock composition, porosity and diagenesis, 108 polished thin sections from host 

rocks and calcite veins were made from collected samples. Petrographic observations were taken 

using a Zeiss Axiophot optical microscope and a Technosyn Cold Cathodoluminescence 

microscope, model 8200 Mk5-1 operating 16 to 17 kV and 270 to 290 μA gun current. Among 

these, 30 sandstone thin sections were selected for rock composition analysis using the point-

counting method (300-400 points) to reveal the compositional variations in different sedimentary 

lithofacies. Besides, 60 thin sections were analysed using NIS Elements and Image J software 

(Schneider et al., 2012) to quantitatively process microphotographs to determine cement contents 

and porosity. Based on the colour differences between different components, porosity was 

determined using microphotographs in parallel nicols, while cement contents were determined 

using microphotographs in cathodoluminescence. 

2.3.4 Geochemistry of host rocks and cements 

To determine the origin of cements and the evolution of fluid regime, samples of host rocks, 

intergranular porosity-filling cements and fracture-filling veins were selected for geochemical 

analyses. A total of 27 samples were selected for carbon- and oxygen-isotope analysis for different 
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generations of calcite cements using a 500 μm-diameter dental drill. 50-70 μg of calcite powders 

were reacted with 100% phosphoric acid for five minutes at 70○C. The resultant CO2 was analysed 

using an automated Kiel Carbonate Device coupled to an isotope ratio mass spectrometer Thermo 

Finnigan MAT-252 following a modified McCrea’s method (1950). The results were calibrated 

with secondary standards (RC-1 and CECC), traceable to NBS-18 and NBS-19 international 

standards. The standard deviation is ±0.01‰ for δ13C and ±0.03‰ for δ18O with respect to the 

VPDB standard (Vienna Pee Dee Belemnite). 

Clumped isotope thermometry was applied to four samples of calcite cements to calculate the 

temperatures and δ18O values of the fluids from which these calcite cements precipitated. 

Measurements were carried out in the Qatar Stable Isotope Laboratory at Imperial College 

London using a fully automated system, Imperial Batch Extraction (IBEX), and following the 

method of Adlan et al. (2020). Around 4 mg aliquots of calcite powders for each sample were 

individually dropped into 105% phosphoric acid at 90 °C and reacted for 10 min on an automated 

IBEX device. The resultant CO2 was separated with a Porapak-Q trap and transferred into the 

bellows of a Thermo MAT 253 isotope ratio mass spectrometer (Thermo Instrument, Bremen, 

Germany). The characterisation of a replicate consisted of 8 acquisitions in dual inlet mode with 

7 cycles per acquisition. The post-acquisition processing was completed using the free software 

Easotope (John and Bowen, 2016). We used the new Intercarb (I-CDES) approach to correcting 

our clumped isotope samples (Bernasconi et al., 2021) which relies on normalisation using 4 

carbonate standards: ETH1 (0.205 ± 0016‰), ETH2 (0.209 ± 0.0015‰), ETH3 (0.613 ± 

0.0014‰) and ETH4 (0.451 ± 0.0018‰). Values in the I-CDES are reported without acid 

correction factor at 90˚C. The raw Δ47 data were corrected for non-linearity using the pressure 

baseline correction (Bernasconi et al., 2013). Samples were measured three times (three replicate) 

and the average results were converted to temperatures using the interlaboratory calibration of 

Anderson et al. (2021). The calibration includes data from the Qatar Stable Isotope Laboratory, 

extends from 0-350˚C, and is measured using the new I-CDES scale: it is thus an ideal calibration 

for our study. Carbonate δ18O values were corrected with the acid fractionation factors of Kim et 

al. (2015). The δ18Ofluid was calculated using the equation of Kim et al. (2007) with the clumped 
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isotope temperatures and the carbonate δ18O values, and are expressed in ‰ with respect to the 

Vienna Standard Mean Ocean Water (VSMOW). 

Strontium isotopes (87Sr/86Sr) were measured for four samples of calcite cements. 10 to 20 mg 

of calcite powders for each sample were rinsed in ultrasonic MilliQ water to remove detrital 

contaminants. Each sample was treated individually to ensure that sufficient rinsing steps were 

applied. Cleaned fragments were dissolved in dilute nitric acid, and the resulting solution was 

centrifuged at medium speed for 20 minutes, and the supernatant was transferred to clean PFA 

beakers. Sr was separated from matrix and Rb using an extraction resin type Eichrom Sr-Spec in 

the ultra-clean laboratory LIRA (UB). Sr isotope ratios were determined by multicollector 

inductively coupled mass spectrometry on a Nu Instruments (Wrexham, UK) Plasma 3 MC-

ICPMS at the University of Barcelona (CCiT-UB). 87Sr/86Sr ratios were normalized for 

instrumental mass bias with respect to the reference value of 86Sr/88Sr = 0.1194. Instrumental drift 

was corrected by sample-standard bracketing (SSB) using NBS987 = 0.710230 as the primary 

standard with matching standard and sample Sr concentrations. External analytical reproducibility 

during the session is 87Sr/86Sr = 0.710339 ± 0.000012 (2σ, n=14). 

Nine carbon-coated polished thin sections were selected to analyse major, minor and trace 

element concentrations on a CAMECA SX-50 electron microprobe. The microprobe was operated 

using 20 kV of excitation potential, 6 nA of current intensity and a beam diameter of 10 μm. In 

total, more than 400 probe points were selected, covering all generations of calcite cements 

recognized by petrographic observations. Detection limits are 107 ppm for Ca, 112 ppm for Mg, 

119 ppm for Mn, 254 ppm for Sr, 77 ppm for Fe and 139 ppm for Na. Precision on major element 

analyses average 1.03% standard error at 3σ confidence levels.
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3 Results 

3.1 Global-scale source-to-sink assessment of CCS potential in 

compressional basins 

The source-to-sink assessment methodology presented in Section 2.1 allows the exploration of 

the CCS potential in compressional hydrocarbon-bearing basins. 

The hydrocarbon industry has abundant oil and gas resources stored in compressional basins, 

indicating their significant potential for CCS. Over 40% of hydrocarbon-bearing basins by area 

are located in foreland basins, which are mainly concentrated in North America, West South 

America, East Europe, West Middle East, Central Asia and China. Around 50% of global 

conventional hydrocarbon resources are hosted by compressional basins, which are mainly 

concentrated in the Middle East, North America, East Europe, Central Asia and China. 

Compressional basins contain significant CO2 emission sources, with 3.8 Gt of annual emissions 

accounting for 34% of all hydrocarbon-bearing basins, mainly concentrating in North America, 

the Middle East, Europe and China. 

Based on the distribution of the integrated evaluation parameter VCCS-P, we have selected five 

high-priority regions for CCS development in compressional basins: North America, North-

Western South America, South-Eastern Europe, Western Middle East, and Western China (Fig. 

5A). These regions feature high hydrocarbon resources and CO2 emissions and thus favourable 

source and sink matching. Besides, they are relatively isolated from other basin types for 

prospective CCS storage. Of the five high-priority regions, North America, Europe and China 

have explicit high-emission reduction targets in place (Fig. 5B), and therefore they are more likely 

to implement decarbonisation actions, like CCS. 
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Figure 5. Five high-priority regions for CCS development in compressional basins: (1) North America; (2) 

North-Western South America; (3) South-Eastern Europe; (4) Western Middle East; (5) Western China. (A) 

Distribution of the integrated evaluation parameter (VCCS-P) in compressional hydrocarbon-bearing basins. 

(B) The projected emission reductions of G20 economies (given in million tonnes of carbon dioxide 

equivalent (MtCO2eq)) (data source den Elzen et al., 2016). 
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3.2 National-scale source-to-sink assessment of CCS potential in 

hydrocarbon-limited regions: A case study of Spain 

The source-to-sink assessment methodology based on a hubs and clusters strategy presented in 

Section 2.2 allows the exploration of the CCS potential in spain, a hydrocarbon-limited country. 

In 2018, there are 183 industrial facilities with CO2 emissions larger than 0.1 Mtpa in Spain 

(Fig. 3A). These large CO2 emitters release a total of 110.5 Mtpa (41% of Spain’s total emissions), 

with 83 CO2 emitters in the power industry accounting for 71.3 Mtpa, while 100 CO2 emitters in 

other industries accounting for 39.2 Mtpa. In mainland Spain, 15 CO2 emission hubs are identified 

as potential CO2 sources for CCS development. These emission hubs emit 68.7 Mtpa of CO2, 

representing 20.6% of Spain’s GHG emissions in 2018. Among these, 11 emission hubs are in the 

power sector and have total CO2 emissions of 52.8 Mtpa (Fig. 6A), which mainly come from 

thermal power plants and oil refineries. The remaining four emission hubs belong to the hard-to-

abate sector and have total CO2 emissions of 15.9 Mtpa (4.8% of Spain’s GHG emissions in 2018) 

(Fig. 6B), which are mainly derived from iron and steel production, cement production and pulp 

production. The emission hubs are mainly distributed in coastal areas, e.g., Galicia, Asturias, the 

Basque Country, and Catalonia in northern Spain, and Murcia and Andalusia in southern Spain 

(Fig. 6). 

The priority and alternative storage structures most suitable to emission hubs are identified 

after the screening and ranking processes, leading to 15 priority source-to-sink clusters and their 

alternative structures (Fig. 7). Of these, 9 priority structures rather than 15 were selected because 

some adjacent emission hubs share the same potential storage locations. These priority and 

alternative structures are mainly distributed in Castilla and Leon, Asturias, and Aragon in northern 

Spain, and Murcia and Andalusia in southern Spain, with a few offshore storage structures (Fig. 

7). Four regions that contain multiple emission hubs and potential storage structures are identified 

as potential CCS development regions in Spain, i.e., North-Western Spain, North-Eastern Spain, 

South-Western Spain, South-Eastern Spain. Among these, the North-Western and North-Eastern 

regions host higher CO2 emissions and more suitable storage structures dominated by 
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compressional settings, which deserve further analyses to assess and refine the potential of these 

structures as reservoirs for CO2 storage. 

 

Figure 6. Distribution of identified CO2 emission hubs: (A) 11 emission hubs in the power sector; (B) four 

emission hubs in the hard-to-abate sector. 
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Figure 7. Distribution of 15 priority source-to-sink clusters and their alternative storage structures. 

3.3 Reservoir-scale case study of the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) 

Using the methods presented in Section 2.3, we analyse the sedimentology, fracture network, 

diagenesis, and reservoir characteristics of the Puig-reig anticline. 

3.3.1 Puig-reig anticline 

The eastern part of the Ebro Basin displays an irregular shape bounded by the Pyrenees to the 

north and the Catalan Coastal Range to the southeast (Fig. 4A, B) (Vergés, 1993). The Vallfogona 

thrust represents the major frontal thrust between the SE Pyrenean thrust sheets and the Ebro 

Basin. The Busa syncline and the Puig-reig anticline developed along the footwall of the 

Vallfogona thrust during the Late Eocene and the Oligocene (Vergés, 1993). Based on the 

available seismic profiles across the Puig-reig anticline (Fig. 4C), the anticline was interpreted to 

have been formed as a consequence of a duplex stack in depth (Vergés, 1993). In the lower part, 

the Banyoles and Igualada Formations (Middle to Upper Eocene) mainly consist of marine marls. 

They were duplicated by thrusting and detached above the Lutetian Beuda gypsums and the Late 
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Priabonian Cardona salts (Vergés et al., 1992; Serra-Kiel et al., 2003a, 2003b). In the upper part, 

the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation (Upper Eocene to Oligocene) were deposited during 

the endorheic stage of the Ebro Basin (Puigdefàbregas et al., 1986, 1992), after a rapid transition 

from marine to continental environments of deposition at around 36 Ma during the Priabonian 

(Costa et al., 2010). During the Oligocene, the Vallfogona footwall was folded forming the km-

scale, south-verging and gentle Puig-reig anticline. The fold-trend is ESE/WNW, slightly oblique 

to the main Pyrenean structures (Vergés, 1993). 

To the north, at the footwall of the Vallfogona thrust ramp, the Berga Group consists of > 2000 

m-thick alluvial and proximal fluvial conglomerates interbedded with minor sandstones and 

claystones, which display growth strata geometries (Ford et al., 1997; Suppe et al., 1997). To the 

south, the Berga deposits become progressively finer-grained and thinner bedded and wedge out 

into the fluvial conglomerates, sandstones and claystones of the Solsona Formation (Williams et 

al., 1998; Barrier et al., 2010), which evolved downstream to terminal deposits of a distal fluvial 

system (Sáez et al., 2007). Finally, these fluvial deposits graded into evaporites and calcareous 

lacustrine strata towards the centre of the Ebro Basin (Sáez, 1987; Del Santo et al., 2000; Sáez et 

al., 2007). In this study, the formation subdivision of the Berga Group follows the scheme of 

Williams et al. (1998). We focus on the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation, a sub-unit of the Berga 

Group, that covers the northern zone of the Busa syncline and a large area of the Puig-reig 

anticline, and the Solsona Formation that is mainly observed in the south limb of the anticline 

(Fig. 4D, E). 

3.3.2 Sedimentology 

We quantitatively describe and interpret the lithofacies and sedimentary facies of the deposits 

as well as their distributions over the Puig-reig anticline. Based on lithological characteristics and 

sedimentary structures, eight lithofacies are identified and are listed in Table 1, including three 

conglomerate facies, four sandstone facies, and one fine-grained facies. These lithofacies are 

combined into six lithofacies associations, deposited in three sedimentary environments, i.e., 

proximal fluvial fan, proximal-medial fluvial fan, and medial-distal fluvial fan (Fig. 8). 
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Table 1. Subdivision and description of typical lithofacies. 

Lithofacies Description 

Gs1 

Pebble to boulder, occasional outsize clasts, very poor sorting, clast- to reddish matrix-supported, 

mainly massive structure and minor rough-stratified structure, unscoured or slightly scoured basal 

surface, sheet-like geometry 

Gs2 
Pebble to cobble, poor sorting, clast-supported, grey to reddish sand matrix, mainly massive 

structure, slightly or deep scoured basal surface, sheet-like geometry 

Gch 
Pebble to cobble, moderate to poor sorting, clast-supported, massive structure, scoured basal 

surface, channelised geometry 

Smi 
Fine to coarse sandstone, mainly massive structure, tabular geometry or sandstone lens, limited 

burrows 

Sm Mainly medium and coarse sandstone, massive structure, tabular geometry, limited burrows 

Sl 
Mainly fine to very fine sandstone, mainly parallel bedding structure and minor cross bedding 

structure, tabular geometry, common burrows 

Sch 
Medium to coarse sandstone, scattered gravelly clasts or muddy rip-up clasts, massive structure, 

channelised geometry, limited burrows 

F 
Claystone to siltstone, tabular geometry, intensive weathering, erosion and pedogenesis, very 

common trace fossils 

 

Unconfined flash flood deposits with no overbanks (LAp1): LAp1 association is dominated 

by lithofacies Gs1 with limited Smi interlayers that generally pinch out laterally as sandstone 

lenses, which combine into large and structureless sheet-like bodies of coarse deposits with 

unscoured or slightly scoured basal surfaces. This association is dominantly found in the 

northwest portion of the Puig-reig anticline, i.e., the upper part of log C. 

Unconfined flash flood deposits and wide-shallow channel deposits with limited 

overbanks (LAp2): LAp2 association is composed of lithofacies Gs2, Smi and limited F. 

Lithofacies Smi and F can occur as stable tabular layers or pinch-out lenses. This association 

presents large and structureless sheet-like geometries, with slightly or deeply scoured surfaces. 

This association is dominantly found in the north limb of the anticline, mainly in log C and the 

upper part of logs A and E.  

Channel filling deposits with minor or stable overbanks (LAm1 and LAm2): LAm1 and 

LAm2 associations are composed of lithofacies Gch, Sm, Sl, and F. An overall fining-upward 

trend is observed in these two lithofacies associations, from channelised Gch to tabular and 

interbedded Sm, Sl and F lithofacies. LAm1 association is characterised by channel fill deposits 

with minor overbank deposits, showing vertical or lateral accretions of conglomerates and 

sandstones. LAm2 association is composed of channel fill conglomerates and sandstones and 
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stable overbank fine deposits. These lithofacies associations are distributed across the anticline 

except for the south limb of the anticline. 

Sandy channel filling deposits with stable overbanks (LAm3): LAm3 association is 

composed of lithofacies Sch, Sm, Sl and F. Compared to LAm1 and LAm2 associations, LAm3 

also presents an overall fining-upward trend and is deposited from braided channel streams and 

overbanks. However, lithofacies Sch with channelised geometries and scoured basal surfaces 

replaced Gch conglomerate bodies as channel lag deposits. This association is dominantly found 

in the south limb and slightly developed in the crest and crest-south limb transition zone of the 

anticline. 

Stable overbanks incised by isolated channels (LAm4): LAm4 association is composed of 

lithofacies Sch, Sl and F, which is characterised by stable tabular F and Sl deposits incised by 

channelised Sch bodies. Compared to the LAm3 association, LAm4 also presents channel and 

overbank deposits, but it contains more overbank fine deposits and isolated channel deposits and 

does not display a clearly fining-upward trend. This association is occasionally found in the south 

limb of the anticline. 

The characteristics of lithofacies and lithofacies associations in the Puig-reig anticline 

collectively represent deposits from a proximal to medial fluvial system. The proximal deposits 

are mainly composed of LAp1 and LAp2 lithofacies associations deposited from unconfined flash 

floods and wide-shallow channels, with minor LAm1 and LAm2 lithofacies associations. The 

medial deposits are composed of LAm1 to LAm4 lithofacies associations deposited from braided 

channel streams and overbanks. The proximal-medial fluvial fan is composed of LAm1, LAm2 

and limited LAm3 associations, while the medial-distal fluvial fan is composed of LAm3 and 

limited LAm2 and LAm4 associations. LAp1 and LAp2 associations decrease significantly from 

log C to log H (WNW to ESE) and from log A to log B (north to south), which are replaced by 

LAm1 and LAm2 and finally translated into LAm3 and LAm4 south-eastward (Fig. 9). This is 

consistent with a fluvial system with an overall south-east downstream trend. 
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Figure 8. Summary of sedimentary characteristics of typical lithofacies associations in the Puig-reig 

anticline. G, S and F refer to the percentage contents of conglomerate, sandstone and fine-grained 

lithofacies, respectively. C: claystone; Si: siltstone; vfS: very fine sandstone; fS: fine sandstone; mS: 

medium sandstone; cS: coarse sandstone; P: pebble; cG: cobble; B: boulder. 



3 Results 

45 

 

Figure 9. Correlation of stratigraphic logs and percentage distribution of lithofacies associations in the 

Puig-reig anticline. Log I is from Barrier et al. (2010). 
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3.3.3 Fracture network 

To determine the fracture network and distribution in the Puig-reig anticline, the fracture 

attributes collected using the linear scanline method are systematically analysed in this section. 

3.3.3.1 Fracture orientation 

The orientation of the Puig-reig anticline hinge was estimated based on the distribution of 

bedding attitudes in the anticline crest, which features a strike of 105o. Four fracture sets (F1, F2, 

F3 and F4) were identified based on fracture orientation and their relationships with the fold hinge. 

The F1 and F2 sets with NNW-SSE and ENE-WSW orientations, respectively, are the 

predominant fracture sets observed, accounting for 44% and 28% of the total fractures analysed, 

respectively. The F3 set is characterised by a WNW-ESE orientation and strikes roughly parallel 

to the anticline hinge, accounting for 17% of the total fractures. The sampling of fractures from 

the F4 set, with NNE-SSW orientation, is very limited along the selected scanlines, because they 

are sub-parallel to the directions of most scanlines. All fractures present high dips, mainly ranging 

from 70o to 90o (92% of the fractures) and tend to be sub-perpendicular to the bedding surfaces. 

3.3.3.2 Fracture spacing and intensity 

We consider the apparent fracture spacing as the distance between two adjacent fractures 

independently of their orientations, which shows variation across the different structural positions 

(10A). The crest (0.5 m) features the smallest fracture spacing followed by the NTZ (0.6 m) and 

STZ (0.9 m), while the south and north limbs present lower fracture intensity (1.2 m and 1.5 m, 

respectively). Fracture spacing also varies significantly in different sedimentary facies and 

lithofacies (Fig. 11A). The proximal-medial fluvial fan in the NTZ, crest and STZ presents smaller 

fracture spacing, especially in tabular massive or bedding sandstone layers (0.6 m), while the 

proximal fluvial fan in the north limb and the medial-distal fluvial fan in the south limb have 

larger fracture spacing, especially for tabular conglomerate bodies and channelised (pebbly) 

sandstone bodies (3.0 m and 1.6 m, respectively). 

The apparent fracture intensity is the reciprocal of the apparent fracture spacing. There can be 

an underestimation of the intensity of fracture sets intersecting scanlines at oblique angles (Zeeb 

et al., 2013a; Watkins et al., 2015b), which can be corrected with respect to the angle formed by 
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the fracture and the scanline (Terzaghi, 1965). The F4 set is sub-parallel to the directions of most 

scanlines, resulting in limited fractures intersecting scanlines and very small acute angles between 

fractures and scanlines. The corrected intensity is too sensitive to the number of fractures and the 

acute angles, leading to high uncertainty of the results. Thus, we only corrected the fracture 

intensity of the F1, F2 and F3 sets. The F1 set has high intensity in all structural positions, while 

the F2 and F3 sets mainly present high intensity in the crest and STZ of the anticline (Fig. 12A). 

The sum of the true fracture intensity of the three sets results in the highest intensity in the crest 

(2.38 m-1) followed by the NTZ (1.68 m-1) and STZ (1.56 m-1), while the south limb and north 

limb correspond to the lowest intensity (1.02 m-1 and 0.85 m-1, respectively) (Fig. 12A). Besides, 

the true fracture intensity varies significantly in different lithofacies (Fig. 12B). The massive or 

bedded sandstone layers of the proximal-medial fluvial fan in the NTZ, crest and STZ have the 

highest intensity values, with 2.49 m-1 and 1.92 m-1 on average, respectively. The tabular 

conglomerate bodies in the north limb and the channelised (pebbly) sandstone bodies in the south 

limb show the lowest values, with 0.31 m-1 and 0.69 m-1 on average, respectively. 

3.3.3.3 Fracture length and aperture 

Fracture length varies from several decimetres to up to ten meters, but mainly ranges between 

0.5 m and 2.5 m (74% of the fractures) (Fig. 10B). Although there is no clear relationship between 

the fracture length and the structural position in which fractures are located, the north limb 

presents larger fracture length (1.52 m on average) compared to the other structural positions of 

the anticline, while the south limb features the smallest fracture length (1.27 m on average) (Fig. 

10B). The proximal fluvial fan in the north limb and the medial-distal fluvial fan in the south limb 

present the largest and smallest fracture length, respectively (Fig. 11B). The fracture length of the 

proximal-medial fluvial fan in the NTZ, crest and STZ has values in between those of the other 

two facies (1.39 m on average). Furthermore, channelised conglomerate bodies tend to present 

longer fractures than sandstone layers (1.52 m and 1.30 m on average, respectively).  
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Figure 11. Distribution of fracture (A) spacing, (B) length and (C) aperture for typical lithofacies in 

different sedimentary facies (proximal to medial fluvial fan). The cross-section of the Puig-reig anticline is 

modified from Cruset et al. (2016). 
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Figure 12. (A) True fracture intensity of the F1, F2, F3 fracture sets in different structural positions (B) 

True fracture intensity of typical lithofacies of different sedimentary facies (proximal to medial fluvial fan) 

in different structural positions. (‘n’ is the number of scanlines). 

Fracture apertures resulting from stress related to the anticline growth could have potentially 

been affected by the subsequent stress release during the uplift and exhumation of the anticline. 

To avoid this uncertainty, in this study we only focus on fractures (now veins) filled with calcite 

cement precipitated during the anticline growth. Fracture apertures mainly range from 1 to 5 mm 

and present significant variation across the different structural positions (Fig. 10C). The north 

limb presents the largest fracture aperture, which mainly ranges between 1 mm and 5 mm but 

sometimes reaches up to several centimetres. The crest, NTZ and STZ present similar fracture 

aperture distributions that mainly range from 1 to 3 mm. The south limb has the smallest fracture 
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aperture with all aperture values below 2 mm. Moreover, fracture aperture also varies significantly 

across the different sedimentary facies and lithofacies (Fig. 11C). Fractures in the proximal fluvial 

fan, especially within the conglomerate bodies with interlayered sandstones, present distinctively 

large apertures, mainly ranging from a few millimetres to a few centimetres. In the crest, NTZ 

and STZ, channelised conglomerate bodies present wider fractures (1.99 mm on average) than 

sandstone layers (1.41 mm on average). In the south limb, fracture apertures of the medial-distal 

fluvial fan rocks are lower than 2 mm. 

3.3.4 Calcite cementation 

Based on the petrographic and geochemical analyses of calcite cements, we determine the 

complete history of calcite cementation during the evolution of the Puig-reig anticline. 

3.3.4.1 Petrology of calcite cements 

Field and microscope observations allow characterizing the distribution and petrographic 

characteristics of calcite cements (Fig. 13). Five calcite cement generations (Cc0 to Cc4) have 

been recognized in the Puig-reig anticline. Among these, Cc1 and Cc2 correspond to the two 

cementation phases identified by Cruset et al. (2016). 

Cc0 calcite cement filled a small fraction of the host rock porosity, which can be found in 

different structural positions across the anticline and in different lithofacies. Cc0 consists of 

subhedral to euhedral blocky to slightly bladed crystals, with crystal sizes smaller than 0.5 mm 

(Fig. 13A1). Mechanical twins are rarely observed in this cement. Under cathodoluminescence, 

Cc0 crystals are non-luminescent with bright orange zonation (Fig. 13A2). 

Cc1 calcite cement precipitated in the host rock porosity of all lithofacies and fractures in all 

structural positions, including reverse and strike-slip faults and F1 to F4 fracture sets (Fig. 13B1). 

In fractures Cc1 is characterised by subhedral to euhedral blocky to slightly elongated crystals 

with sizes mainly between 0.1 and 1 mm, and occasionally presents multi-episodic veins bounded 

by shear planes (Fig. 13B2, B3). This cement shows mechanical twins and homogeneously bright 

orange luminescence (Fig. 13B3, B4). Cc1 developed after Cc0 because Cc1 fills the residual 

intergranular pores where Cc0 precipitated along clast edges (Fig. 13A1, A2).  
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Figure 13. Lower hemisphere Schmidt stereoplots of fractures hosting calcite veins, as well as hand 

specimens and paired optical and CL microphotographs for different generations of calcite cements. ‘n’ 
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represents the number of samples. (A1-A2) Cc0 calcite cement filled the intergranular porosity of host rocks 

and presents CL zonation characteristic; (B1-B4) Cc1 filled F1 to F4 fracture sets and intergranular porosity 

and presents homogeneous bright orange luminescence; (C1-C4) Cc2 veins developed in F1 fracture set 

and present duller luminescence than Cc1 filling intergranular porosity; (C5-C6) limited Cc2 cement filled 

residual pores after Cc0 and Cc1; (D1-D4) Cc3 veins precipitated in F1 and F4 fracture sets and present 

duller luminescence than Cc1 filling intergranular porosity; (E1-E4) Cc4 veins precipitated in F1 to F4 

fracture sets and present non non-luminescent characteristic. 

Cc2 calcite cement mainly precipitated in normal and strike-slip faults and fractures of the F1 

set (Fig. 13C1). This cement concentrates in the anticline crest and occasionally in the NTZ and 

north limb. Cc2 is formed by euhedral blocky to slightly elongated crystals with sizes generally 

between 0.2 and 5 mm (Fig. 13C2, C3). Cc2 presents mechanical twins and duller luminescence 

compared to Cc1 (Fig. 13C3, C4). Cc2 developed after Cc1 because the intergranular porosity of 

all samples hosting Cc2 veins was cemented by Cc1. In one sample where intergranular pores 

were mainly filled by Cc1, limited Cc2 precipitated in the residual pores (Fig. 13C5, C6). 

Cc3 calcite cement occasionally precipitated in F1 and F4 fracture sets at the western zone of 

the north limb of the anticline (Fig. 13D1). This cement consists of euhedral blocky crystals, with 

large crystal sizes generally between 1 and 20 mm (Fig. 13D2, D3). Cc3 presents abundant 

mechanical twins and very dull luminescence (Fig. 13D3, D4). Intergranular porosity was 

cemented by Cc1 in all samples hosting Cc3 veins, indicating that Cc3 developed after Cc1. 

Cc4 calcite cement precipitated in F1 to F4 fracture sets (Fig. 13E1) in all the structural 

positions. Cc4 is commonly found in fracture coating as small as 1 mm-thick, characterised by 

anhedral to subhedral blocky and non-luminescent crystals, but occasionally as up to 10 mm-thick 

veins with a palisade structure (Fig. 13E2 to E4). Cc4 precipitated in reopened fractures filled by 

previous cements and does not present crystals with mechanical twins (Fig. 13E3, E4), indicating 

that Cc4 probably precipitated in relatively recent times after intensive compression. 

3.3.4.2 Geochemistry of calcite cements 

The geochemical features of host rocks and calcite cements are presented in Fig. 14, including 

carbon and oxygen isotopes, clumped isotope data, strontium isotopes, and elemental composition. 

The oxygen isotopes of carbonate clasts, clumped isotope data of Cc1 and Cc2, strontium isotopes 
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of host rocks, Cc1 and Cc2 are from Cruset et al. (2016). The elemental composition of Cc1 and 

Cc2 from Cruset et al. (2016) was also integrated into these results. 

The carbonate clasts present δ13C values ranging from -3.2 to +3.1‰ VPDB (Vienna Pee Dee 

Belemnite) and δ18O values from -8.9 to -3.1‰ VPDB (Fig. 14A). Cc1 shows δ13C values between 

-3.3 and +0.8‰ VPDB and δ18O values between -8.0 and -4.9‰ VPDB. Cc2 shows δ13C values 

between -1.6 and +0.1‰ VPDB and δ18O values between -10.2 and -8.4‰ VPDB. Cc3 presents 

δ13C values between -0.1 and +0.8‰ VPDB and δ18O values between -4.6 and -3.4‰ VPDB. Cc4 

has δ13C values ranging from -10.2 to -4.2‰ VPDB and δ18O values from -8.0 and -5.1‰ VPDB. 

The δ13C values of Cc1 to Cc3 are within the δ13C range of carbonate clasts of host rocks, whereas 

Cc4 has depleted δ13C values with respect to host rocks. The δ18O values of Cc1, Cc3 and Cc4 are 

within the δ18O range of host rocks, whereas Cc2 has depleted δ18O values with respect to host 

rocks. 

The Δ47 values of Cc1 and Cc2 are modified from Cruset et al. (2016) by removing the acid 

correction factor (0.069‰ at 90˚C) to be able to compare to the values of Cc3 and Cc4 in the I-

CDES that is expressed without correction factor at 90˚C. Cc1 has Δ47 values of 0.479 ± 0.009‰ 

and 0.425 ± 0.010‰, which translate to temperatures of 92 ± 5○C and 129 ± 8○C and in δ18Ofluid 

values of +4.7 ± 0.6‰ and +9.2 ± 0.7‰ VSMOW (Vienna Standard Mean Ocean Water) (Fig. 

14B). Cc2 has Δ47 values of 0.505 ± 0.010‰ and 0.482 ± 0.004‰, which indicate temperatures 

of 77 ± 5○C and 90 ± 3○C and δ18Ofluid values of −1.7 ± 0.7‰ and −0.7 ± 0.3‰ VSMOW. For 

Cc3, Δ47 values are 0.527 ± 0.001‰ and 0.501 ± 0.007‰, which are converted to temperatures 

of 49 to 50○C and 59 to 65○C and δ18Ofluid values of 3.9 to 4.3‰ VSMOW and 5.2 to 6.4‰ 

VSMOW. For Cc4, Δ47 values are 0.619 ± 0.014‰ and 0.609 ± 0.012‰, which indicate 

temperatures of 12 to 21○C and 16 to 23○C and δ18Ofluid values of -5.7 to -3.6‰ VSMOW and -5 

to -3.4‰ VSMOW. 

Host rocks have 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 0.708865 and 0.708967 for mudstone and marly limestone, 

respectively (Fig. 14C). Cc1 shows higher 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 0.709138 and 0.709246. Cc2 has 

87Sr/86Sr ratios of 0.708947 and 0.709002. Cc3 shows lower 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 0.708747 and 

0.708813. Cc4 presents variable 87Sr/86Sr ratios ranging from 0.708757 to 0.710208. 
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Figure 14. (A) δ18O vs. δ13C cross plot of conglomerate carbonate clasts and Cc1 to Cc4 calcite cements. 

(B) Temperatures of precipitation in °C vs. δ18Ofluid in ‰ VSMOW calculated from clumped isotope 

thermometry for Cc1 to Cc4 calcite cements. (C) 87Sr/86Sr ratios of host rocks and Cc1 to Cc4 calcite 

cements. The black line represents the 87Sr/86Sr ratios of seawater through time from the LOWESS curve 

(McArthur et al., 2012). (D) Mg, Mn, Fe and Sr composition of Cc0 to Cc4 calcite cements. The δ18O and 

δ13C values of carbonate clasts, clumped isotope data of Cc1 and Cc2, strontium isotope data of host rocks, 

Cc1 and Cc2 are from Cruset et al. (2016). The elemental composition data of Cc1 and Cc2 from Cruset et 

al. (2016) are integrated into these results. 

Cc0 has elemental composition values ranging from 546 to 2950 ppm in Mg and ranging from 

below the detection limits to 1024, 221 and 178 ppm in Sr, Fe and Mn, respectively (Fig. 14D). 

Cc1 shows values ranging from 248 to 4500 ppm in Mg and from 158 to 4199 ppm in Mn, while 

values range from below the detection limits to 3100 and 1221 ppm in Fe and Sr, respectively. 

Cc2 has values ranging from 458 to 2846 ppm in Mg and from 202 to 2300 ppm in Mn, while 

values range from below the detection limits to 3200 and 3000 ppm in Fe and Sr, respectively. 

For Cc3, the Fe, Mg and Mn contents range from 483 to 2827 ppm, from 148 to 1062 ppm and 

from 545 to 1050 ppm, respectively, while the Sr content ranges from below the detection limit 

to 312 ppm. For Cc4, the Mg content ranges from 319 to 22340 ppm, while the Sr, Mn and Fe 

contents range from below the detection limits to 1601, 604 and 459 ppm respectively. Besides, 

Cc4 has a Ca content ranging from 368470 to 398507 ppm, which is lower than that of Cc1 to 

Cc3 ranging from 381100 to 399540 ppm. 

3.3.5 Reservoir characteristics of host rocks 

Based on Folk’s (1980) sandstone classification scheme, all sandstone samples retrieved in the 

studied area plot in the litharenite field, with lithic content ranging from 60% to 90%, quartz 

content ranging from 5% to 30%, and limited feldspar content (Fig. 15A). Based on Zuffa’s (1980) 

classification scheme of hybrid arenites, these samples mainly plot in the carbonate extrarenite 

field with minor in the non-carbonate extrarenite field (Fig. 15B). The content of carbonate 

extrabasinal grains mainly ranges from 40% to 70%. The content of non-carbonate extrabasinal 

grains, including non-carbonate lithic, quartz, feldspar, mainly ranges from 30% to 60%. 
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Figure 15. Classification of sandstones based on framework grain composition after (A) Folk’s (1980) and 

(B) Zuffa’s (1980) classification schemes. 

The proximal to medial fluvial deposits of the the Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona 

Formations present very low intergranular porosity, which mainly ranges from 0% to 2% (Fig. 

16A), with an average of 1.2%. Limited samples present relatively higher porosity concentrated 

in lithofacies Sch and Sm in the crest, crest-limb transition zones and southern limb of the 

anticline, mainly ranging from 2% to 8% (Fig. 16A). Calcite is the dominant cement in these 

fluvial deposits and mainly ranges from 5% to 15% (Fig. 16B), with an average value of 11.6%. 

Sandstone lithofacies has slightly higher cement content compared to conglomerate and fine-

grained lithofacies, with an average value of 12.7% (Fig. 16B). 

To quantitatively analyse the effect of diagenetic alteration on porosity loss, the original 

porosity (Po) was calculated based on Scherer’s empirical formula (Scherer, 1987), and the 

proportion of original porosity destroyed by cementation (PLcem) and by compaction (PLcom) were 

calculated based on Houseknecht’s formulas (Houseknecht, 1987): 

𝑃𝑜 = 20.91 + 22.9/𝑆𝑜    (1) 

𝑃𝐿𝑐𝑒𝑚 =
𝑃𝑐𝑒𝑚

𝑃𝑜
× 100%    (2) 

𝑃𝐿𝑐𝑜𝑚 = (𝑃𝑜 − 𝑃𝑐𝑒𝑚 − P𝑟)/𝑃𝑜 × 100%    (3) 

where So is the Trask sorting coefficient of grain size, whose values of different lithologies were 

acquired from grain size analysis data from Sun (2018); Pcem is cement content; and Pr is residual 

porosity. The sorting coefficient of siltstone and sandstone mainly ranges from 1.3 to 2.3, resulting 

in original porosity between 31% to 39% with an average of 35%, while the sorting coefficient of 
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conglomerate mainly ranges from 1.6 to 2.6, resulting in original porosity between 30% to 35% 

with an average of 32%. PLcem mainly ranges from 20% to 50%, whereas PLcom mainly ranges 

from 40% to 80% (Fig. 17A, B). Limited samples with relatively high intergranular porosity have 

PLcem and PLcom mainly ranging from 30% to 50% and from 40% to 60%, respectively (Fig. 17A). 

 

Figure 16. Distribution of intergranular porosity and cement content in different lithofacies and structural 

positions (‘n’ is the number of thin sections). The cross-section is modified from Cruset et al. (2016). 

 

 

Figure 17. Cross plots of intergranular volume vs. cement content and porosity loss by compaction vs. 

cementation for (A) sandstone and fine-grained lithofacies and (B) conglomerate lithofacies. 
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4 Discussion 

4.1 CCS potential in compressional basins and hydrocarbon-limited 

regions 

CCS development has historically been closely bound to the production of oil and gas. Most of 

the CO2 ever captured and injected in geological formations has been handled within the 

framework of CO2-EOR projects (Liu et al., 2018). CO2-EOR is considered a potential catalyst 

for large-scale CCS deployment (Kolster et al., 2017), as EOR activities can provide the revenue 

stream that makes profitable an otherwise too expensive CCS project (Kapetaki and Scowcroft, 

2017). In addition, oil and gas fields are preferred targets for the storage of captured CO2 because 

of their proven capacity to safely retain fluids over geological timescales. Substantial subsurface 

data, as well as infrastructure in place suitable for re-use, are usually available from exploration 

and production activities in these type of reservoirs (Alcalde et al., 2019). In Section 2.1, we use 

hydrocarbon volume as a proxy to quantify and rank CO2 storage potential of hydrocarbon-

bearing compressional basins, rather than using them as quantitatively equivalent to storable CO2 

emissions because of the property differences between hydrocarbons and CO2. The source-to-sink 

assessment reveals the good matching between CO2 emissions and potential storage capacity in 

the priority regions dominated by compressional settings. Thus, compressional basins can play a 

key role in CCS development if this technology is to be implemented worldwide, especially in 

North America, Europe and China, all regions with an urgent demand for emission reduction and 

explicit reduction targets in place. 

CCS deployment has stalled in most countries, with only limited commercial projects realised 

mainly in hydrocarbon-rich countries for CO2-EOR. To achieve the mid-century target of net-zero 

emissions this progress must be replicated widely, including CCS deployment in hydrocarbon-

limited countries, where CCS will have to be developed only for dedicated geological storage 

instead of CO2-EOR. Thus, hydrocarbon-limited countries need to devise alternative strategies if 

they intend to implement ambitious decarbonisation strategies via CCS. In these countries, 
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economies of scale can play a key role in reducing CCS costs, which in turn can incentivise 

investment and development in this important technology. In this sense, the implementation of 

CCS hubs and clusters can be an effective strategy to share the effort of developing full-chain 

CCS projects. CCS hubs and clusters connect multiple nearby CO2 emitters and storage site 

locations to reach a critical mass for CCS development (Global CCS Institute, 2016). The different 

CCS activities such as planning, transport and storage infrastructure construction, government 

licensing, negotiations with property owners and so on can be shared amongst the cluster users, 

reducing the overall costs and risks compared with standalone projects (Global CCS Institute, 

2016). 

In Section 2.2, we present a new source-to-sink assessment methodology based on the hubs 

and clusters strategy, which is especially applicable for hydrocarbon-limited countries to attract 

renewed public and political interest in viable deployment pathways for CCS. We demonstrate 

this methodology by applying it to the Spain case study to identify favourable regions for CCS 

development. This assessment considers the spatial matching, i.e., the distribution of emission 

hubs and the suitability of storage structures, the development cost, and the capacity matching 

(i.e., the priority storage structure should have enough capacity to store the 30-year emissions of 

the emission hubs). The capacity matching can ensure the longevity of prospective CCS projects 

and respond to Spain’s long-term emission reduction target by 2050. Emission hubs, rather than 

single emission facilities, are selected as CO2 sources for the assessment. This is done to ensure 

the availability of CO2 sources and thus the longevity of prospective CCS projects, in case some 

facilities within the emission hubs are shut down in the future (e.g., the highly emitting coal 

thermal plants that are being decommissioned across the country (Ministerio Para La Transición 

Ecológica y El Reto Demográfico, 2020; Sanz-Hernández et al., 2020)). Emission hubs are 

divided into two sectors based on industrial emission types, i.e., the power sector and the hard-to-

abate sector. In the power industry, CCS is not the only option for decarbonisation because 

emissions can be mitigated by other methods, e.g., switching to renewable resources and 

improving energy efficiency. In other industries, such as the cement or steel industries, emissions 

cannot be completely mitigated by using renewable energy or by improving energy efficiency due 
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to the existence of process-related emissions (Voldsund et al., 2019). The main advantage of the 

hubs and clusters strategy is that it can help to reduce the development costs of CCS deployment 

when multiple CO2 emitters share infrastructure such as pipelines and storage complexes 

(Brownsort et al., 2016; Alcalde et al., 2019). For example, in the hard-to-abate sector, the CO2 

emissions of most industrial facilities range from 0.1 to 1 Mtpa in Spain, with only two facilities 

having emissions higher than 1.5 Mtpa. Compared to aiming for a single large project, a gradual 

development and build-out process may provide a more viable pathway in this sector. Previous 

research indicates smaller-scale industrial applications such as steel and cement works may 

benefit from CCS as much as power sector applications, but that sharing of infrastructure may be 

needed to make this economically viable (Mandova et al., 2019). Apart from being integrated into 

existing energy systems and emission-intensive industries, there is significant potential for 

combining CCS with blue hydrogen generation and bioenergy, other low-carbon energies that can 

greatly contribute to achieving the net-zero target. 

Among the four potential regions for CCS development in Spain, NW and NE Spain can be 

considered the priority regions. In these regions, the emission hubs have high total CO2 emissions 

of 48.6 Mtpa, accounting for 71% of all selected emission hubs. Furthermore, these emission hubs 

are from both the power sector and the hard-to-abate sector, ensuring the potential roles of these 

regions in different stages and scenarios of emission reduction. Even in a scenario where Spain 

completely relies on renewable resources and energy efficiency to reduce emissions in the power 

sector, CCS in the hard-to-abate sector would still be necessary to achieve net-zero emissions in 

this sector (Davis et al., 2018). In addition to multiple emission hubs, NW and NE Spain contain 

multiple storage structures. These structures are mainly located in the Ebro and Duero foreland 

basins and their adjacent mountains, which are dominated by compressional settings. Our analysis 

of the Ebro Foreland Basin is consistent with that of the STRATEGY CCUS project, which has 

recently selected this basin as one of the most poetential regions for large-scale deployment of 

CCS in Southern and Eastern Europe (Strategy CCUS, 2020). However, it should be noted that 

the availability of geological and geophysical data in most storage sites is very low, compared to 

other hydrocarbon-rich basins. In the Ebro Foreland Basin, the lack of exploration data, 
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particularly well data, imposes significant uncertainty on the suitability assessment of the storage 

sites, especially when trying to determine the injectivity in the reservoir formation. Unexpected 

low injectivity in a reservoir can dictate the fate of a CO2 storage project, forcing its closure, 

examples being the In Salah project in Algeria (Stork et al., 2015) or the ZeroGen project in 

Australia (Garnett et al., 2014). Acquiring more geological data, particularly well data, to obtain 

better estimates of the injectivity is thus imperative in hydrocarbon-poor regions to reduce the 

uncertainty and thus advance the maturity of the storage sites. In addition, due to the limited well 

data and seismic resolution of subsurface reservoirs, outcrop analogues can play an important role 

in improving the accuracy of reservoir prediction in the subsurface (Howell et al., 2014), by 

providing reliable geological conceptual models and quantitative attribute information 

(Dichiarante et al., 2020), especially in these hydrocarbon-limited basins. Thus, in this thesis, the 

Puig-reig anticline is used as an outcrop analogue for the evaluation of the reservoir characteristics 

and the related controlling factors of similar sedimentary systems at foreland basin margins. 

4.2 Case study of the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) 

The Puig-reig anticline constitutes an excellent case study of an analogue of a carbon storage 

site in compressional settings. This is because this anticline presents excellent outcrops consisted 

of fluvial fan deposits, which are the dominant deposits at non-marine foreland basin margins. 

Besides, this anticline features complex fracture networks, fluvial evolution and diagenetic 

history due to the complex sedimentary and structure characteristics at the active basin margin of 

the Ebro Foreland Basin. The case study of the Pugi-reig anticline aims to explore the reservoir 

potential of folded fluvial settings at foreland basin margins and the related controlling factors, 

based on the comprehensive analysis of sedimentologoy, fracture network and diagenesis. 

4.2.1 Fluvial sedimentary environment 

Previous studies interpreted the whole Berga Group as alluvial fan deposits that wedge out into 

fluvial fan deposits of the Solsona Formation (Williams et al., 1998; Barrier et al., 2010). However, 

here we focus on the analysis of the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation of the Berga Group and the 

Solsona Formation in the Puig-reig anticline. They are interpreted as deposits of a proximal to 
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medial fluvial fan, based on the comprehensive analysis of the drainage basin, fan size and 

sedimentary characteristics, and their comparison to other similar sedimentary systems in the 

central Ebro Basin (Hirst and Nichols, 1986; Arenas, 1993; Nichols and Hirst, 1998; Arenas et al., 

2001). 

Alluvial fan deposits are sourced by areal-limited drainage basins, whereas fluvial fan deposits 

tend to have larger drainage basins with long-term expansion and integration of catchments 

(Moscariello, 2018). The Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona deposits are composed of polygenic 

clasts, including both carbonate and non-carbonate clasts (Fig. 15B). As noted by Riba (1976), 

the non-carbonate clasts of acid-intermediate plutonic rocks, Permo-Triassic red beds, 

Carboniferous micro-conglomerates, rare metasedimentary rocks and basic igneous rocks, all 

come from the basement of the Pyrenean Axial Zone. The varied composition of carbonate clasts 

reflects different source areas in the Mesozoic-Cenozoic series of the south Pyrenean thrust sheets 

and the Pyrenean Axial zone (Devonian carbonates). The polygenic clast compositions reveal the 

drainage basin of these deposits extending from the south Pyrenean thrust sheets to the Pyrenean 

Axial Zone, which is consistent with the large and regional-scale drainage basin of fluvial deposits. 

Alluvial fans may range widely in radial length, rarely up to 10 km in exceptional 

circumstances favouring particularly long runout for sediment-water mixtures (e.g., Blair, 2003), 

but the radial fans extent generally varies from several hundred metres to a few kilometres at most 

(Blair and McPheerson, 1994; Moscariello, 2018). The Camps de Vall-Llonga deposits are 

exposed from the Vallfogona thrust to the Puig-reig anticline, for around 9 km in the direction 

perpendicular to the Vallfogona thrust and for around 20 km in a direction roughly parallel to the 

thrust based on the studied outcrops and the regional geological map (Institut Cartogràfic i 

Geològic de Catalunya, 2006). Considering the folding of strata and the unexposed strata to the 

south, the actual extent of the Camps de Vall-Llonga deposits should be larger than the observable 

extent, which is larger than that of typical alluvial fans. 

In the northwest portion of the study area, the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation is dominated 

by proximal deposits from flash floods and wide-shallow channel streams (Fig. 9). The 

development of flash floods in the proximal fluvial fans is also documented in the northern margin 
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fans of the central Ebro Basin (Luzón, 2001, 2005). The rest of the Camps de Vall-Llonga 

Formation is dominated by the medial deposits from braided channel streams and overbanks. 

They tend to present an overall fining-upward trend from channel fill conglomerates and 

sandstones to overbank fine deposits, representing cyclic (avulsive) behaviour of the system as it 

developed through time. In the crest-south limb transition zone of the Puig-reig anticline, the 

Solsona Formation is still dominated by channel fill and overbank deposits. There are no 

perceptible differences of sedimentary environments in the transition area between the Camps de 

Vall-Llonga and Solsona formations, i.e., the contact between the upper and lower log B (Fig. 9). 

In the south limb, conglomerate channel lags are gradually replaced by (pebbly) sandstone 

channel lags, i.e., in the upper part of the upper log B. We interpret that these deposits still belong 

to the medial portion of the fluvial fan due to a lack of the terminal deposits of distal fluvial fan 

and the lacustrine sedimentary characteristics. The Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona formations 

therefore represent mappable units rather than distinct separate sedimentary systems. Based on 

observations from the whole Berga Group (Williams et al., 1998), paleocurrents are roughly 

directed towards the south or southeast (Barrier et al., 2010). The decrease of lithofacies 

associations dominated by conglomerates and the increase of lithofacies associations dominated 

by sandstones and fine deposits towards the south and southeast (Fig. 9) is consistent with the 

overall paleocurrent directions of the Berga Group, supporting the interpretation of fluvial fan 

deposits. 

However, we do not discard the possibility of the presence of several alluvial fans developing 

during the deposition of the Berga Group, which are restricted at the northern basin margin with 

small fan size and local drainage basins, e.g., the small stream-flow and gravity-flow-dominated 

alluvial fan identified by Barrier et al. (2010) at the top of Berga Group and located to the 

northwest in Fig. 2-9D. This has been observed to be the case in the northern margin of the central 

Ebro Basin, where two distributive fluvial systems (the Luna and Huesca systems) coincide and 

interfinger with a series of marginal alluvial fans (Hirst and Nichols, 1986; Nichols and Hirst, 

1998; Arenas et al., 2001). 
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4.2.2 Fracture distribution pattern 

This section discusses how fracture network attributes vary across the different structural 

positions and sedimentary facies within the Puig-reig anticline, and identifies the fracture 

distribution controlling factors. The study of fracture networks in an outcrop analogue allows 

gaining insights into the degree of damage and fracture permeability in equivalent subsurface 

systems. 

Due to the lack of outcrops parallel to bedding, it is difficult to identify the terminations and 

relative cross-cutting relationships between the different fracture sets in the Puig-reig anticline. 

Thus, systematically establishing the chronology of the fracture sets and explaining the variation 

of fracture sets across the different structural positions are challenging tasks. Accordingly, here 

we focus on the exploration of the distribution of fracture spacing, intensity, length and aperture, 

and the related controlling factors. 

Fig. 18A1 and A2 show a clear negative correlation between fracture intensity and distance to 

the anticline hinge for conglomerate and sandstone layers, respectively, with fracture intensity 

decreasing significantly away from the anticline hinge. For folds developed according to the 

Tangential Longitudinal Strain model (TLS) (e.g., Hudleston and Treagus, 2010), the fold hinge 

and nearby structural positions tend to experience more intensive fracturing due to their greater 

curvature and finite strain with respect to the limbs (Bellahsen et al., 2006; Iñigo et al., 2012; 

Awdal et al., 2013). 

Fig. 18B1 reveals a clear negative correlation between fracture intensity and bedding thickness 

for both conglomerate and sandstone layers in the anticline crest. Fig. 18B2 shows a similar 

negative correlation for sandstone layers in the south limb and conglomerate layers in the north 

limb. Fracture intensity has been described to be closely related to bedding thickness (Ladeira and 

Price, 1981), and many studies reported a negative correlation between these two factors (e.g., 

Huang and Angelier, 1989; Florez-Niño et al., 2005; Wennberg et al., 2007). 

Both physical experiments and numerical simulations have revealed that the strength of brittle 

rocks decreases with increasing grain size (Fredrich et al., 1990; Yu et al., 2018). Fracture intensity 

is generally higher within the stronger and more brittle rocks. Thus, coarse-grained rocks tend to 
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present higher fracture intensity than fine-grained rocks, especially in carbonates (Hugman and 

Friedman, 1979; Hanks et al., 1997). However, in the present case, there is not a clear relationship 

between fracture intensity and grain size (Fig. 18C1, C2), indicating that grain size is not a 

significant factor controlling fracture intensity in the Puig-reig anticline. 

 

Figure 18. Cross plots between fracture intensity and structural position and sedimentary characteristics. 

(A) Fracture intensity vs. distance to anticline hinge. (B) Fracture intensity vs. bedding thickness. (C) 

Fracture intensity vs. grain size. 
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The high competence contrast at distinct mechanical stratigraphic positions (e.g., at the 

interfaces between carbonate or sandstone layers and fine deposits) favours the development of 

joints or faults (Sibson, 1996; Wilkins et al., 2014). In this study, the interlayering between 

competent sandstone or conglomerate layers and thin incompetent fine deposits in the medial 

fluvial fan results in a high competence contrast, which favours the formation of fractures in the 

more competent layers. However, sandstone layers developed between thick incompetent fine 

deposits in the medial fluvial fan present relatively low fracture intensity compared to those with 

thin interlayers of fine deposits. This is probably because thick incompetent lithologies are 

capable of accommodating higher amount of pre-failure strain, e.g., by means of inter-granular 

sliding, pressure solution, pore collapse and associated dewatering (Ferrill and Morris, 2008). 

Sandstone layers developed between thick conglomerate bodies in the proximal fluvial fan and 

the proximal-medial fluvial fan have relatively lower competence contrast and thus lower fracture 

intensity. Conglomerate layers with limited sandstone lenses in the proximal fluvial have the 

lowest fracture intensity due to very low competence contrast. 

To quantitatively compare the relative importance of each factor for controlling fracture 

intensity, multiple linear regression analysis using SPSS software (IBM Corp, 2017) was 

employed in this study. First, lithological associations were classified and digitalised based on 

their effects on fracture intensity in three cathegories: (1) for lithological association of competent 

layers with multiple thin incompetent layers; (2) for lithological associations of competent layers 

between thick incompetent layers and interlayered competent conglomerate and sandstone layers; 

and (3) for competent conglomerate layers with limited sandstone lenses. Then, a multiple linear 

regression equation for fracture intensity can be used: 

𝑋𝑛 =
𝑋−𝑋̅

𝑋𝑚𝑎𝑥−𝑋𝑚𝑖𝑛
    (4) 

𝐼𝑛 = 𝑐1 × 𝑃1 + 𝑐2 × 𝑃2 + 𝑐3 × 𝑃3 + 𝑐4 × 𝑃4    (5) 

where, X, Xn, 𝑋̅, Xmax and Xmin are the actual, normalised, average, maximum and minimum values 

for each parameter, respectively; In is the normalised fracture intensity; P1 to P4 are the normalised 

influence factors on fracture intensity, of structural position (distance to the anticline hinge), 
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bedding thickness, lithological association, and lithology (grain size), respectively; and c1 to c4 

are the standardised regression coefficients of the four influence factors, respectively. Finally, the 

relative importance of each factor for controlling fracture intensity can be determined based on 

the standardised regression coefficient of each factor: 

𝐼𝑛 = −0.509 × 𝑃1 − 0.325 × 𝑃2 − 0.252 × 𝑃3 + 0.07 × 𝑃4 (𝑅2 = 0.636)    (6) 

Thus, this analysis confirms the qualitative observations that fracture intensity is mainly 

controlled by the structural position and is also affected by bedding thickness and lithological 

associations, while the host rock’s grain size has a very limited effect on fracture intensity. 

 

Figure 19. Cross plots between fracture length and bedding thickness of (A) the anticline crest and (B) the 

anticline limbs. 

Fracture length shows positive correlations between bedding thickness for conglomerate and 

sandstone layers in the anticline crest (Fig. 19A) and sandstone layers in the south limb of the 

anticline (Fig. 19B). The limited outcrop size of some tabular conglomerate bodies in the 

northwest zone of the anticline resulted in anomalously small fracture lengths (Fig. 19B) due to 

the so-called ‘censoring bias’ (Zeeb et al., 2013). In addition, fracture length is also affected by 

lithological associations that determine the strength of bedding interfaces. Fracture terminations 

are more likely to occur at very weak bedding interfaces between competent and incompetent 

layers, whereas strong bedding interfaces that put in contact competent layers favour fracture 

propagation across the interfaces (Cooke and Underwood, 2001). In the medial fluvial fan, more 

fractures tend to abut at the weak bedding interfaces between conglomerates or sandstones and 

clays. In this case, the fracture length is limited by the bedding thickness when fractures are 
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stratabound (Wennberg et al., 2006). In the proximal fluvial fan, the common strong bedding 

interfaces between conglomerates and sandstones may promote the propagation of some long 

fractures but fewer fracture population. 

Fracture apertures are generally smaller than 2 mm, while relatively larger values are mainly 

concentrated in conglomerate layers (Fig. 11C). Progressive stretching caused by folding can be 

accommodated by the propagation and/or re-opening and widening of previous fractures or by 

the formation of new ones (Watkins et al., 2015a), which can operate at the same time in all 

structural positions and lithofacies. However, we observe that it is difficult to form many new 

fractures to accommodate strain in large conglomerate bodies due to their high strength, especially 

in the north limb that has relatively lower strain. Moreover, the existing fractures and veins in 

these thick conglomerate bodies act as weak parts compared to the host rock with high strength. 

Thus, the propagation, re-opening and widening of the existing fractures can accommodate strain 

when it is not strong enough to form a significant number of new fractures. 

Based on the above analysis, Fig. 20 shows a schematic diagram that summarises the main 

fracture patterns of the Puig-reig anticline. The crest of the anticline, which is dominated by 

proximal-medial fluvial deposits (conglomerates, sandstones and clays), presents relatively high 

fracture intensity and variable fracture length and aperture. The north limb, which is dominated 

by proximal fluvial deposits (conglomerates and sandstones) presents relatively low fracture 

intensity but large fracture length and aperture. The south limb, dominated by medial-distal fluvial 

deposits (sandstones and clays), presents relatively low fracture intensity and small length and 

aperture. The NTZ and STZ of the anticline feature variable fracture length and aperture and 

intermediate fracture intensity between the anticline crest and limbs. Fracture intensity is mainly 

controlled by the structural position, bedding thickness and lithological associations. Fracture 

length and aperture are mainly controlled by the host rock’s sedimentary characteristics, while the 

structural position has a limited effect on them. Fracture length is mainly controlled by bedding 

thickness and affected by lithological associations. Fracture aperture is mainly controlled by 

lithology, with relatively larger values developed in conglomerate layers. 
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Figure 20. Schematic diagram of fracture distribution across different structural positions and sedimentary 

facies. Note: the diagram does not show the termination relations between different fracture sets due to the 

lack of outcrops parallel to bedding planes to determine them. 

4.2.3 Changes in fluid regime during fold evolution 

The petrographic characteristics of veins and host rocks and the geochemical data of calcite 

cements can be used to unravel the origin of the different fluids that precipitated such cements in 

the area. According to the results of this study, five calcite cement generations (Cc0 to Cc4) 

precipitated in the Puig-reig anticline rocks. Combining the fluid origin of calcite cement and the 

tectonic evolution of this anticline allows discussing the changes in fluid regimes during the 

complete fold evolution, to understand the permeability evolution during the diagenetic and 

tectonic history of this outcrop analogue. This is useful for predicting the behaviour of similar 

systems as storage sites in the subsurface. 

Despite the lack of isotope data for Cc0, its petrologic characteristics and elemental 

composition hint at the fluid source. The concentric zonation of Cc0, varying from non-

luminescent to bright luminescent zones (Fig. 13A1, A2), indicates fluctuations of the redox 

conditions probably in the meteoric phreatic environment (Muchez et al., 1998; Machel, 2000; 

Boggs and Krinsley, 2006; Vandeginste et al., 2012). The major non-luminescent zones represent 

oxidizing conditions during precipitation, whereas the minor bright luminescent zones are 

characteristic of more reducing conditions (Grover and Read, 1983). Cc0 has much lower Mn and 

Fe contents than the other cements (Fig. 14D), generally below the detection limits, which also 

supports the meteoric fluid origin. Cc0 developed in all structural positions and lithofacies, 
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indicating that the meteoric fluid from which Cc0 precipitated affected the whole anticline (Fig. 

21A). As the earliest cement, Cc0 only precipitated in intergranular pores along clast edges and 

before the predominant Cc1 cement (Fig. 13A1, A2). Therefore, we interpret that Cc0 precipitated 

during early diagenetic stages before systematic fracturing and significant burial. Other studies 

documented similar calcite cements precipitated from meteoric fluids in a phreatic environment 

during early diagenetic stages (e.g., Grover and Read, 1983; Emery and Dickson, 1989; Li et al., 

2017). 

Cc1 was previously interpreted as precipitated from hydrothermal fluids from the Palaeozoic 

basement (Cruset et al., 2016). The clumped isotope data reveals that Cc1 precipitated at 

temperatures between 92○C to 129○C (Fig. 14B), which are much higher than the maximum 

temperatures reached by the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation according to a maximum 

burial depth of 1.7 km (Cruset et al., 2016). This indicates an external hydrothermal fluid source 

from a depth of at least 4 km, or an even deeper source if we consider the cooling of the ascending 

fluids. The δ18Ofluid of Cc1 ranges from +4.7 to +9.2‰ VSMOW (Fig. 14B), located within the 

range of formation, metamorphic and magmatic fluids (Taylor, 1987). Magmatic fluids are 

excluded because magmatism did not develop during the Pyrenean orogeny. The high 87Sr/86Sr 

ratios of Cc1, ranging from 0.709138 to 0.709246 (Fig. 14C), indicate that hydrothermal fluids 

interacted with highly radiogenic sources. The clumped isotope and strontium isotope data 

together indicate that fluids released from the Palaeozoic basement from a deep depth could have 

been the hydrothermal fluids responsible for the precipitation of Cc1. During thrusting and folding 

of the Puig-reig anticline, the damage zones of the blind thrust system at depth could have 

provided the paths for the hydrothermal fluids from the Palaeozoic basement to migrate upwards 

and reach the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation (Cruset et al., 2016). The connected 

fracture network and intergranular porosity of these alluvial-fluvial deposits would have allowed 

vertical and lateral migration of the hydrothermal fluids across different stratigraphic units. Cc1 

filled most intergranular pores in different lithofacies and variable faults and fracture sets in 

different structural positions, indicating that the hydrothermal fluids from which Cc1 precipitated 

would have migrated along the whole anticline (Fig. 21B). Fluid flow could have been triggered 
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by horizontal or sub-horizontal compressive principal stress (e.g., when the least principal stress 

is vertical), rather than by fluid pressure increase associated with decompression or fluid heating 

(such as in the model of Staude et al., 2009). 

Cc2 was previously interpreted as precipitated from mixed fluids (Cruset et al., 2016). Clumped 

isotope data presented by these authors indicate that Cc2 precipitated at temperatures ranging 

between 77○C and 90○C (Fig 14B). These precipitation temperatures are lower than those of the 

precipitation of Cc1 but still higher than the maximum burial temperatures reached by the Berga 

Group and the Solsona Formation. Cc2 presents a more depleted δ18O range than Cc1 and host 

rocks (Fig. 14A). Cc2 has lower 87Sr/86Sr ratios than Cc1 (Fig. 14C), indicating that the cement-

forming fluids interacted with less radiogenic sources or mixed with fluids with lower 87Sr/86Sr 

ratios. The δ18Ofluid composition of Cc2 ranges from -1.7 to -0.7‰ VSMOW (Fig. 14B), which is 

lower than that of Cc1 cement but higher than -6.4 to -4.6‰ VSMOW of modern rainwater (Travé 

and Calvet, 2001). Based on the available data, Cruset et al. (2016) interpreted that Cc2 

precipitated in fractures from the mixing of meteoric waters with the hydrothermal fluids from 

which Cc1 precipitated. Accordingly, these authors proposed that small normal and strike-slip 

faults formed in the crest of the Puig-reig anticline during the crestal collapse, which provided 

connected paths for the percolation of low-temperature meteoric fluids from the surface to the 

bottom of the Berga and Solsona strata based on the fault-valve model (Sibson, 1981; Henderson 

and McCaig, 1996). These downward meteoric fluids would have then mixed with the upward 

hydrothermal fluids from the deeper basement from which Cc1 precipitated (Fig. 21C1). Then the 

mixed fluids would have migrated upwards through these connected faults due to the increasing 

fluid pressure related to the build-up stresses during compression (Henderson and McCaig, 1996) 

and finally would result in the precipitation of Cc2. As discussed by Bons et al. (2012) 

simultaneous downward and upward flow, such as that typically claim in conceptual models of 

mixing of surface-derived and deep fluids, would necessitate a geologically implausible fluid sink. 

Thus, such hydrological models need to involve asynchronous downward flow of meteoric fluids 

and upward flow of hydrothermal fluids to be hydrodynamically plausible. 
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Figure 21. Schematic diagram of fluid regime evolution and related calcite cementation during the tectonic 

evolution of the Puig-reig anticline. (A) During early diagenetic stage before deformation, Cc0 precipitated 

in intergranular pores from meteoric fluids across the anticline. (B) During intensive folding and thrusting, 

Cc1 precipitated in intergranular pores and variable fractures from hydrothermal fluids across the anticline. 
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(C) During the late stage of anticline growth, Cc2 precipitated in fractures in the anticline crest from (C1) 

the mixing between asynchronous meteoric and hydrothermal fluids, modified from Cruset et al. (2016), or 

from (C2) hydrothermal fluids with meteoric signatures from shallower burial depth compared to that of 

Cc1, while Cc3 precipitated in fractures from formation fluids in the west zone of the north limb. (D) During 

the continuing denudation of the anticline, Cc4 precipitated in fractures from meteoric fluids across the 

anticline. 

In this study, we propose an alternative model in which Cc2 could have precipitated from 

hydrothermal fluids from the basement but at shallower burial depths and at lower fluid 

temperatures compared to that of Cc1 (Fig. 21C2). Meteoric fluids could have migrated 

downwards from the erosional surface of the Pyrenees to the shallower basement driven by 

topography differences. The relatively low burial temperatures in such basement level would have 

resulted in a low degree of fluid-rock interaction, thus preserving part of the meteoric signature 

of the Cc2 fluid (Bons et al., 2014). In contrast, the Cc1 cement-forming fluids would have been 

sourced from deeper parts of the basement according to their geochemical signature and higher 

clumped isotope temperatures. Bons and Gomez-Rivas (2020) pointed out that meteoric fluids 

can infiltrate down from an erosional surface to be buried and then remobilised later, partly 

preserving their meteoric signature. Such signatures can be preserved for long periods of time if 

temperatures are relatively low. In the late stage of the fold growth of the Puig-reig anticline, the 

underneath thrusting could have mobilised the shallower hydrothermal fluids to the bottom of the 

anticline. In addition, the anticline crest could have raised and undergone partial exhumation, 

which could have caused an instantaneous decrease of the overburden pressure of underneath 

rocks and thus result in an overpressure of the trapped pore fluids. To maintain the original relative 

fluid pressure underneath fluids need to be expelled upwards (Staude et al., 2009), which could 

have resulted in the precipitation of Cc2 in the anticline crest. 

Cc3 was only identified in section C, i.e., the north-western part of the study area. This zone is 

dominated by proximal fluvial deposits, which have higher contents of marine carbonate clasts 

than medial and distal fluvial deposits. Cc3 has higher δ18O and δ13C values compared to other 

cements (Fig. 14A), and are closer to the isotopic compositional range of marine carbonates 
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(Veizer et al., 1999). This probably suggests interaction between the cement-forming fluids and 

marine carbonates. Based on the LOWESS curve (McArthur et al., 2012), the 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 

Cc3 between 0.708813 and 0.708747 are higher than those of seawater when the Mesozoic marine 

carbonates were deposited, but slightly lower than those of the host rocks of the Berga Group and 

Solsona Formation (Fig. 14C). This would suggest fluid-rock interaction between the cement-

forming fluids and the radiogenic silicic clasts of the host rocks sourced from the Palaeozoic 

basement in the Axial Zone. Muñoz-López et al. (2020a) pointed that calcite cements precipitated 

from fluids that strongly interacted with basement rocks have significantly higher 87Sr/86Sr 

(>0.710) in nearby areas. The 87Sr/86Sr ratios of Cc3 in our study area are lower than those of this 

other case study probably because carbonate clasts dominate over silicic clasts in the zone where 

Cc3 precipitated. The δ18Ofluid of Cc3 ranges from +4.1 to +5.8‰ VSMOW (Fig. 14B), which 

corresponds to the range of formation fluids (Taylor, 1987). Compared to Cc1 and Cc2, Cc3 

precipitated at significantly lower temperatures, ranging between 50○C and 62○C (Fig. 14B). 

According to the current mean geothermal gradient of 26.7○C/km in the Ebro Foreland Basin 

(Fernàndez et al., 1998) and assuming a general surface temperature of 20○C, strata with burial 

depths around 1.5 km can reach the temperatures at which Cc3 precipitated. However, the depth 

could be slightly higher if we consider that fluids cool down while ascending. Compared to other 

generations of calcite cements, Cc3 presents higher Fe and low Mg and Sr concentrations (Fig. 

14D). The high Fe concentration could result from the interaction between the cement-forming 

fluids and host rocks or be sourced from external fluids. Based on the available data, it is inferred 

that Cc3 precipitated from formation fluids that strongly interacted with the host rocks. Cc3 

concentrates in the western zone of the north limb, indicating that the formation fluids locally 

migrated within the Berga Group (Fig. 21D). Based on the cross-sections (Fig. 4C, E), the frontal 

thrusts (such as the Vallfogona thrust) could have acted as the migration pathways for the 

formation fluids. For example, the blind branch of the Vallfogona thrust propagated into the lower 

and middle Berga Group in the north limb of the Puig-reig anticline, which could have facilitated 

the input of the formation waters into the Berga Group. 

Cc4 occurs as thin coatings covering fracture surfaces or presents palisade structures of bladed 
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crystals (Fig. 13E3, E4). This cement is non-luminescent and has low Mn and Fe concentrations 

(Fig. 14D). Based on clumped isotope data, Cc4 precipitated from a fluid with temperatures 

ranging between 16○C and 19○C and with δ18Ofluid ranging from -4.8 to -4.3‰ VSMOW (Fig. 

14B). All these characteristics indicate a low-temperature meteoric fluid. In addition, Cc4 is 

characterised by highly depleted values of δ13C with respect to host rocks, ranging from -10.2 to 

-4.2‰ VPDB (Fig. 14A), indicating a strong influence of organic-derived carbon (Irwin et al., 

1977; Cerling, 1984; Vilasi et al., 2006). In the Puig-reig anticline, the exposed fine sediments, 

deposited from fluvial overbanks, have experienced intensive pedogenesis and can provide soil-

derived carbon for calcite cement (Cerling and Quade, 1993). Other studies documented that 

similar calcite cements with palisade structure and depleted δ13C precipitated from meteoric fluids 

with a strong influence of soil-derived carbon related to pedogenic processes (e.g., Travé and 

Calvet, 2001; Cantarero et al., 2010, 2014). The significantly variable 87Sr/86Sr ratios of Cc4, with 

a low value of 0.708757 and a very high value of 0.710208 (Fig. 14C), could be related to variable 

interactions between fluids and the different compositions of host rocks. Besides, the high Sr 

isotope ratio could also be affected by the clayey or siliceous impurities existing between the 

multi-layer palisades of Cc4 (Fig. 13E3, E4). The presence of small percentages of clay minerals 

can significantly increase the measured 87Sr/86Sr ratios due to the decay of 87Rb to 87Sr (Banner, 

1995). Owing to continuous denudation after fold growth of the whole Puig-reig anticline, the 

burial depths of the Berga and Solsona strata became shallower. Besides, some of the fractures 

sealed by previous calcite veins could have been reactivated during exhumation. Thus, some faults 

and fracture could have been reopened while new ones formed and allow the input of meteoric 

fluids from which Cc4 precipitated. Cc4 developed in different fracture sets and different 

structural positions of the anticline, indicating that the meteoric fluid affected the whole study 

area (Fig. 21E). 

4.2.4 Distribution pattern of calcite cements 

Based on the comparison between the calcite cement distribution in the Puig-reig anticline and 

other areas worldwide, this section discusses the distribution pattern of calcite cement in detrital 

reservoirs in different settings. In the Puig-reig anticline, abundant fractures were filled by Cc1 
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to Cc4 calcite veins. Cc1 and Cc4 veins precipitated across the whole anticline, whereas Cc2 and 

Cc3 precipitated locally in the anticline crest and north limb, respectively. The intergranular 

porosity of host rocks corresponding to proximal and medial fluvial deposits was cemented by 

Cc0 and Cc1 calcite cements. Although Cc0 is relatively scarce in intergranular porosity, it 

precipitated in different lithofacies. As the predominant cement, Cc1 occluded the remaining 

intergranular porosity of host rocks in all lithofacies and structural positions. 

In the Puig-reig anticline, the external hydrothermal fluids migrated from relatively more 

internal and deeper parts of the SE Pyrenees along connected thrusts and their damage zones. 

Such fluids flowed coevally with the anticline growth during horizontal compression. This 

resulted in the predominant Cc1 cement in both intergranular porosity and fractures. At foreland 

basin margins or fold-and-thrust belts, fracturing, thrusting and folding are generally accompanied 

by the fluid flow of various external fluids. Connected fracture networks allow fluid migration 

across different hydrostratigraphic units (Evans and Fischer, 2012; Evans et al., 2012). The 

intensive deformation and sufficient external fluids result in changes of fluid conditions in host 

rocks and fractures, including temperature, pressure, pH, Eh, solute concentration, and thus 

provide the material sources and physical-chemical conditions for cementation (Bons et al., 2012). 

Thus, prevalent calcite cement can develop in detrital rocks and their hosting fracture networks 

at basin margins (Fig. 22A), such as the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation at the north-

eastern margin of the Ebro Basin (Cruset et al., 2016), the Peraltilla and Sariñena Formations at 

the northern margin of the central Ebro Basin (Yuste et al., 2004), or the Siwalik Group near the 

frontal thrusts in the Himalayan Basin (Guilbaud et al., 2012), among many other examples. 

Apart from the external sources, detrital carbonates can provide the internal sources for calcite 

cementation in detrital rocks by dissolution-reprecipitation (Morad, 1998). Carbonate grains are 

relatively rare in sandstones due to strong chemical weathering during sediment transport (Morad 

et al., 2010). However, tectonically active settings, such as those in foreland basin margins and 

fold-and-thrust belts, provide short time and distance for sediment exposure and transportation, 

thus resulting in relatively weak chemical weathering of these detrital carbonates (Zuffa, 1985). 

Extrabasinal carbonate grains can become an important component of sandstones in these settings, 
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such as in the northern Ebro Basin (Yuste et al., 2004), the northern Apennines (Valloni and Zuffa, 

1984), and the Laramide Foreland of southwestern Montana (Ingersoll et al., 1987). Detrital 

carbonates, such as biogenic carbonates, can provide the material sources for calcite cement by 

dissolution and favour the growth of cement by providing favourable nucleation substrates 

(Walderhaug and Bjørkum, 1998). 

 

Figure 22. Schematic diagram of calcite cementation and distribution in detrital rocks in different settings. 

(A) Sufficient external sources migrate through connected fracture network; (B) External sources migrate 

through connected pore structure; (C) External sources migrate from adjacent shale layers; (D) External 

sources migrate from the top surface of an overpressured compartment; (E) Internal sources from host rocks: 

in-situ dissolution-reprecipitation; (F) Internal sources from host rocks: dissolution-migration-

reprecipitation. 

In settings not featuring intensive deformation and sufficient external fluids, calcite cement 

tends to show heterogeneous distributions in sandstones, including continuously cemented layers, 

stratabound or scattered concretions, and patchy cements (Walderhaug and Bjørkum, 1998). In 

settings relying on external sources migrated from their adjacent layers through the connected 

pore structures of host rocks, reservoir quality and lithofacies assemblages may exert a significant 
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effect on cement distribution. Some studies documented that calcite tends to precipitate in more 

permeable reservoirs because these reservoirs favour fluid flow from which cements can 

precipitate (Fig. 22B) (McBride et al., 1995; Dutton et al., 2002; Hall et al., 2004; Van Den Bril 

and Swennen, 2009). Other studies revealed that more intense calcite precipitation tends to occur 

along reservoir margins where sandstone reservoirs pinch out into fine deposits or are in contact 

with fine deposits (Fig. 22C), e.g., the Lower Cretaceous Pendência Formation in the Potiguar 

basin (Dos Anjos et al., 2000) and the Upper Permian Bell Canyon Formation in the Delaware 

Basin (Dutton, 2008). Organic acids generated during the maturation of organic matter in these 

fine deposits could result in the dissolution of carbonate elements, which could be transported to 

adjacent sandstone reservoirs and provide external fluids for calcite cement (Dos Anjos et al., 

2000; Dutton, 2008). In addition, other studies documented that calcite cementation also occurs 

at the top of overpressured reservoirs, where periodic changes of fluid pressure and formation 

hydrochemical conditions resulted in calcite cement (Fig. 22D), e.g., the overpressured sandstone 

reservoirs in the central Junggar Basin (He et al., 2009; Yang et al., 2010) and in the Dongying 

Depression of the Bohai Bay Basin (Han et al., 2012; Zhang et al., 2019). In settings containing 

internal sources for carbonate cement, such as biogenic carbonates and carbonate rock fragments 

(Walderhaug and Bjørkum, 1998), cement distribution tends to be controlled by the distribution 

of these internal sources through in-situ dissolution and reprecipitation (Fig. 22E), e.g., the 

Fensfjord Formation (Walderhaug et al., 1989) and the Rannoch Formation (Bjørkum and 

Walderhaug, 1990) in the North Sea. In addition, Liu et al. (2019) concluded a different fluid-

rock interaction model of dissolution, migration and re-precipitation in the Xujiahe Formation of 

the Sichuan Basin. Hydrocarbon-related acidic fluids tend to flow along the more permeable 

reservoirs, resulting in intensive dissolution in coarse reservoirs, whereas intensive re-

precipitation occurs in the marginal impermeable fine reservoirs (Fig. 22F). 

4.2.5 Reservoir potential of the Puig-reig anticline 

Based on the distribution of calcite cement, porosity, fracture intensity and lithofacies in the 

Puig-reig anticline, here we discuss the controlling factors of reservoir quality and the reservoir 

potential of the folded fluvial succession in the Puig-reig anticline in the SE Pyrenees. 
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Intergranular porosity of host rocks is mainly controlled by the sedimentary characteristics of 

deposits and the diagenetic processes they experience (Dos Anjos et al., 2000; Bjørlykke, 2014). 

In the Puig-reig anticline, the fluvial deposits present an overall low intergranular porosity due to 

compaction and cementation (Fig. 17), but which varies across the different lithofacies. Relatively 

higher porosity concentrates in lithofacies Sch and Sm in the medial fluvial fan, regardless of their 

relatively higher cement content with respect to other lithofacies (Fig. 16). Compared to 

lithofacies Sl and F, Sch and Sm show low contents of ductile matrix. Compared to conglomeratic 

facies, these medium to coarse sandstones present better grain sorting and lower matrix content. 

Based on the original porosity of sandstone and siltstone (35% on average), the porosity destroyed 

by compaction of lithofacies Sch and Sm mainly ranges from 40% to 70% with 57% on average, 

whereas that of lithofacies Sl and F mainly ranges from 55% to 75% with 63% on average and 

from 60% to 85% with 73% on average, respectively. Based on the original porosity of 

conglomerate (32% on average), the porosity destroyed by compaction of conglomerate 

lithofacies ranges mainly ranges from 60% to 72 with 67% on average. Lithofacies Sch and Sm 

experience relatively weaker compaction, resulting in more residual intergranular volume, which 

can provide more space for cementation and residual porosity. This is the main reason for the 

coexistence of relatively high residual porosity and calcite content in lithofacies Sch and Sm. 

Fracture networks have a significant impact on reservoir performance. Based on the systematic 

analysis of the fracture network of the Puig-reig anticline, fracture intensity is mainly controlled 

by the structural position, bedding thickness and lithological associations. The crest and crest-

limb transition zones present relatively higher fracture intensity due to the greater curvature and 

finite strain they experience compared to the limbs, if a Tangential Longitudinal Strain model 

(TLS) is assumed (Hudleston and Treagus, 2010). This observation is consistent with some 

previous studies of fracture distribution in folds (e.g., Iñigo et al., 2012; Awdal et al., 2013; 

Watkins et al., 2015). Relatively thinner sandstone layers tend to present higher fracture intensity 

than thick conglomerate layers in all structural positions, which is also consistent with some 

previous fracture studies (e.g., Florez-Niño et al., 2005; Wennberg et al., 2007). In addition, the 

lithological association of competent conglomerate or sandstone with interlayered fine deposits 
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in medial fluvial deposits favours the development of abundant fractures, compared to other 

lithological associations. Based on the analysis above, lithofacies Sl and Sm in the medial fluvial 

fan located in the crest and crest-limb transition zones of the anticline feature relatively higher 

fracture intensity than other structural positions and lithofacies. 

Based on the distributions of calcite cement, porosity and fracture intensity in the Puig-reig 

anticline, the medial fluvial sandstones in the crest and crest-limb transition zones (35-55% of all 

lithofacies in these zones) present relatively greater potential to be effective reservoirs due to the 

high fracture intensity (1-3.5 m-1). The northern limb presents relatively high percentages of 

sandstone and conglomerate reservoir deposits (65-100%) and lower percentages of fine deposits 

(0-35%), especially in the northwest zone of the anticline. However, the sandstone and 

conglomerate bodies have low potential to become effective reservoirs due to their low porosity 

(<1.5%) and fracture intensity (<1.2 m-1). The southern limb presents relatively higher 

percentages of sandstones (50-65%) and very low percentages of conglomerates (0-15%). The 

sandstones have relatively low fracture intensity (<1.5 m-1), but present some reservoir potential 

in Sch and Sm lithofacies due to relatively higher porosity (3.9% on average). 

4.3 Reservoir potential of folded fluvial successions at foreland basin 

margins 

As one of the dominant sedimentary systems at the active margins of non-marine foreland 

basins, alluvial and fluvial fans tend to present heterogeneous reservoir potential due to the 

interplay between complex sedimentary, diagenetic and deformation processes. Unravelling their 

reservoir characteristics is therefore key to the success of subsurface operations in these settings. 

Compared to fluvial fans, alluvial fans present a radial-limited fan extent (Blair and 

McPheerson, 1994). Debris-flow alluvial fans tend to present poor primary reservoir quality due 

to texturally immature debris deposited from debris flows and hyperconcentrated flows (Sohn et 

al., 1999). These deposits have varied reservoir connectivity depending on their abundance in 

local sedimentary systems (Moscariello, 2018). On the other hand, water-lain alluvial fans, 
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generally dominated by sheet floods, have better reservoir potential due to the presence of 

relatively better sorted deposits and reservoir connectivity (Sohn et al., 1999; Moscariello, 2005). 

At basin margins, proximal fluvial deposits tend to consist of amalgamated channel belts with 

limited preservation of fine deposits (Weissmann et al., 2013). Thick conglomerate bodies can 

occur in proximal fluvial deposits (Vincent, 2002), which can be associated with channelised non-

cohesive gravity or hyperconcentrated flows (Moscariello, 2018). Besides, flash floods can 

develop in these proximal fluvial environments, e.g., in the Puig-reig anticline in the eastern Ebro 

Basin and other cases in the central Ebro Basin (Luzón, 2001, 2005), resulting in large and coarse 

sheet-like deposits. Compared to debris-flow alluvial fans, these proximal fluvial deposits can 

present higher reservoir potential due to their higher textural maturity and better reservoir 

connectivity. Apart from alluvial proximal fluvial fans, a large part of the basin marginal deposits 

comes from medial fluvial fans, dominated by channel belts with varied overbank fine deposits. 

Although medial fluvial deposits present a downstream reduction of the reservoir volume and a 

corresponding increase of overbank fine deposits, they are still dominated by conglomerate or 

sandstone reservoirs at basin margins and present higher textural maturity resulting in better 

primary reservoir quality. These proximal to medial fluvial fans present the highest potential in 

the Puig-reig structure to be effective reservoirs provided they do not undergo strong compaction 

and cementation processes. 

Intensive diagenesis can result in low porosity and permeability, and thus reduce the reservoir 

potential in alluvial-fluvial deposits (Morad et al., 2010; Lai et al., 2018). Calcite cement is one 

of the prevailing authigenic minerals in these deposits (Hall et al., 2004; Taylor and Machent, 

2011). As discussed in Section 3.2.4, the distribution pattern of calcite cement varies in different 

settings. At foreland basin margins or fold-and-thrust belts, fracturing, thrusting and folding are 

generally accompanied by the flow of various external fluids across different hydrostratigraphic 

units. Some of these external fluids can provide the material sources and physical-chemical 

conditions for calcite cementation (Bons et al., 2012). Besides, in tectonically active settings, such 

as foreland basin margins, carbonate extrabasinal grains can become an important source of 

sediment supply in alluvial-fluvial systems (Valloni and Zuffa, 1984; Morad et al., 2010). These 
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carbonates can provide the material sources for calcite cement by dissolution and favour the 

growth of cement by providing favourable nucleation substrates (Walderhaug and Bjørkum, 1998). 

Thus, calcite can develop as the prevalent cement in alluvial-fluvial deposits at foreland basin 

margins that experience intensive deformation accompanied by sufficient external fluids and/or 

host abundant detrital carbonates. 

Calcite cementation is widely considered an important factor controlling reservoir quality 

because of its ability to reduce porosity and permeability (Davis et al., 2006; Xiong et al., 2016). 

As an example of this control, intensive calcite cementation filled most intergranular pores and 

resulted in the overall low porosity of host rocks in the Puig-reig anticline. However, calcite 

cements tend to precipitate in more permeable reservoirs (McBride et al., 1995; Dutton et al., 

2002; Hall et al., 2004; Van Den Bril and Swennen, 2009). For example, in the Puig-reig anticline, 

medium-coarse sandstones in medial fluvial fan with higher porosity show higher calcite content 

(Fig. 16B). In addition, early calcite cement can affect the later evolution of reservoir quality 

(Hosa and Wood, 2017). For example, early cements can preserve intergranular space and 

improve reservoir quality by providing secondary porosity under the specific circumstance of 

intensive dissolution during later diagenetic stages, e.g., the Upper Jurassic Ti-3 sandstones in the 

Flemish Pass Basin (Xiong et al., 2016), the Biyadh Formation in the western central Masila Basin 

(Hakimi et al., 2012), and the Lower Devonian Jauf Formation in Saudi Arabia (Al-Ramadan et 

al., 2004). Besides, mechanical contrasts between layers could be affected by the distribution of 

early calcite cement, which could have a significant effect on fracture development and thus 

reservoir potential, an effect observed for example in the Madison Formation in the Sheep 

Mountain of the Bighorn Basin (Barbier et al., 2012) and the Calcare Massiccio unit in the 

Umbria–Marche Apennines (Di Naccio et al., 2005). Thus, to determine the distribution of calcite 

cements and their real effects on reservoir potential, the specific geological backgrounds of host 

rocks should be fully considered. 

At foreland basin margins, fracture networks are widely developed accompanied with intensive 

deformation in fold-and-thrust belts (Iñigo et al., 2012; Liu et al., 2017). These fracture networks 

can play a fundamental role both in fluid migration and the resulting reservoir quality, especially 
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in reservoirs with low porosity and permeability of host rocks (Casini et al., 2011; Watkins et al., 

2018; Wang et al., 2020). However, systematic fracture assessment in subsurface rocks is limited 

by the inability of sampling subseismic-scale fractures and fractures with greater dimensions than 

that of the accessible rock volumes in boreholes (Ortega et al., 2006; Iñigo et al., 2012). Thus, a 

common strategy is to use outcrop analogues to extend sampling demonstrations, understand the 

controlling factors of fracture networks and reduce uncertainties in subsurface predictions 

(Sanderson, 2016; Miranda et al., 2018). Although many fractures are sealed by calcite cement in 

the Puig-reig anticline it can still be used as a reservoir analogue to explore the fracture 

distribution pattern and reservoir potential in folded clastic sediments, especially in the research 

context that fracturing in siliciclastic fold and thrust belts is much less documented than that in 

carbonate systems (Watkins et al., 2015a). Fracture intensity can be controlled by multiple factors 

in folded sedimentary successions, mainly including the sedimentary characteristics and the 

structural position. Fracture intensity and connectivity tend to be higher in high strain fold crests 

or forelimbs, such as in the cases of the Puig-reig anticline in the South-eastern Pyrenees, the 

Achnashellach Culmination in the Southern Moine Thrust Belt (Watkins et al., 2015b), or the 

Sub-Andean fold-thrust belt (Iñigo et al., 2012). 

In alluvial-fluvial deposits, variable sedimentary characteristics can exert significant effects on 

fracture intensity. Proximal fluvial deposits, dominated by large and thick conglomerate and 

sandstone layers, tend to have lower fracture intensity than medial fluvial deposits that are defined 

by interlayered conglomerate or sandstone layers and fine deposits. This is because fracture 

intensity tends to present a negative correlation with bedding thickness (Huang and Angelier, 

1989; Florez-Niño et al., 2005). Besides, the interlayered competent conglomerate or sandstone 

layers and incompetent fine deposits in medial fluvial deposits result in high competence contrast 

between these distinct mechanical stratigraphic layers, which favours the development of joints 

or faults (Sibson, 1996; Wilkins et al., 2014). For tight conglomerate and sandstone reservoirs at 

basin margins, fracture networks can significantly improve reservoir potential (Watkins et al., 

2018). 

In summary, compared to deposits in basin centre localities where reservoir quality is mainly 
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controlled by depositional and diagenetic characteristics, basin marginal reservoirs are most likely 

to be tectonically deformed and feature variable fracture networks. Intergranular porosity is 

mainly controlled by depositional facies and diagenetic alterations, while fracture networks are 

mainly controlled by structural position and depositional characteristics. In the right 

circumstances an effective combination of both structure and facies can make basin margin 

locations potential areas for effective reservoirs for carbon storage, even in the presence of low 

porosity. 

4.4 Future work 

The study conducted in the Puig-reig anticline provides a conceptual model useful to 

understand the reservoir (and storage site) characteristics at the basin margins. Based on the 

results obtained in the sedimentology, fracture and diagenesis studies, future work will focus on 

building static and dynamic reservoir models of the Puig-reig anticline, following the general 

workflow of reservoir modelling (Fig. 23) (King, 2011). The final aim is to determine whether 

such folded fluvial successions at foreland basin margins can become effective reservoirs for CO2 

storage, to understand the main controls on storage capacity and potential leakage, and thus to 

guide the subsurface operations of CO2 storage in such a geological setting. 

Static models show the three-dimensional geometric features and properties (such as porosity, 

permeability and fracture networks) of rocks and their spatial variations (Pranter et al., 2014; 

Soleimani and Jodeiri Shokri, 2015; Martinius et al., 2017), and thus provide a framework to 

characterise reservoir heterogeneities for CO2 storage (Issautier et al., 2014). By compiling a 

range of geological data (distribution of sedimentary units and main structures, cements, 

porosities and permeabilities of host rocks, and upscaled permeability tensors of fracture 

networks), different sets of reservoir models will be built, in order to cover all the range of 

scenarios depending on the distribution of petrophysical properties of the different units. These 

models will be used to assess the distribution and static storage capacity of reservoirs in the fold 

system. 

Dynamic models allow the assessments of effective storage capacity, injectivity and trapping 
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mechanisms, fluid migration and propagation of CO2 plume, pressure buildup, potential leakage 

risks, etc. (Frykman et al., 2009; Hosseini et al., 2013; Soltanian et al., 2019). Issautier et al. (2013, 

2016) carried out dynamic modelling in fluvial reservoirs, which revealed that the reservoir 

heterogeneities caused by sedimentary processes exert significant impacts on CO2 storage 

capacity and performance. In the Puig-reig anticline, the static models generated will be finally 

used as frameworks for the modelling of CO2 injection in the fluvial reservoirs with not only 

heterogeneous sedimentary characteristics but also heterogeneous fracture and cement 

distribution. A series of fluid flow simulations will be carried out to test the total capacity of the 

target structure, as well as to characterise fluid migration and storage efficiency of supercritical 

CO2 during and after injection. 

 

Figure 23. Integrated workflow of reservoir modelling (King, 2011). 
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5 Conclusions 

This doctoral thesis was conceived to assess the potential of CCS development in 

compressional basins and hydrocarbon-limited countries. These assessments ranged from a 

global-scale assessment to a national-scale evaluation in Spain to a reservoir-scale assessment 

using the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) as an outcrop analogue. The following main 

conclusions from this Ph.D. thesis can be highlighted: 

• A source-to-sink assessment methodology has been employed to evaluate the potential of 

compressional basins for CCS development based on basin distribution, hydrocarbon 

resources and CO2 emissions. Compressional settings host some of the most significant 

hydrocarbon-bearing basins and 36% of inland CO2 emissions worldwide. Five high-

priority regions have been selected for CCS development: North America, north-western 

South America, south-eastern Europe, western Middle East, and western China. In these 

regions, hydrocarbon-bearing basins have large proven capacity to safely retain fluids 

over geological timescales, substantial subsurface data and infrastructure in place suitable 

for re-use, as well as sufficient emission sources. These aspects make them priority 

targets for the development of CCS projects in compressional basins. 

• An integrated source-sink assessment methodology based on a hubs and clusters strategy 

has been applied to the case of Spain to identify favourable regions for CCS deployment 

and to develop strategies to integrate CCS into the decarbonisation strategy in this 

hydrocarbon-limited country. 15 priority source-to-sink clusters and four high-potential 

CCS development regions have been identified in Spain. NW and NE Spain can be 

considered the two priority regions for CCS development due to resilience provided by 

different types of CO2 sources and multiple geological structures. CCS, especially in the 

hard-to-abate sector, and in combination with other low-carbon energies (e.g., blue 

hydrogen and bioenergy), remains a significant contributor to the Paris Agreement’s mid-

century net-zero target. 

• In hydrocarbon-limited compressional basins, there is very low availability of geological 
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and geophysical data to assess the suitability of geological structures for CO2 storage, 

such as the Ebro Foreland Basin in Spain. The Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) has been 

selected as an outcrop analogue to explore the reservoir potential of similar subsurface 

sedimentary systems at foreland basin margins. In this anticline, the exposed outcrops 

belong to the Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona Formations, which were deposited from 

a proximal to medial fluvial fan system with an overall south-east downstream trend. The 

proximal deposits were deposited from unconfined flash floods and wide-shallow 

channel streams. They are dominated by thick and large sheet-like conglomerate bodies 

with minor interlayered sandstones, and mainly spread in the northwest portion of the 

anticline. The medial deposits were deposited from braided channel streams and 

overbanks, dominated by the interbedded conglomerates, sandstones and claystones, 

which finally transferred to terminal deposits in the distal portion close to the basin centre. 

• The linear scanline method has been used to systematically collect fracture data in 

different zones of the Puig-reig anticline, allowing to unravel the main depositional and 

structural controls on the distribution of fracture networks. Four main sets of fractures 

(F1 to F4) have been identified, i.e., the NNW-SSE, ENE-WSW, WNW-ESE and NNE-

SSW sets. Based on multiple linear regression analysis, we have observed that fracture 

intensity is mainly controlled by the structural position, the bedding thickness and 

lithological associations. Sandstone layers with multiple interlayers of fine deposits from 

the medial fluvial and located in the anticline crest feature relatively more intense 

fracturing. Fracture length is mainly controlled by bedding thickness and is affected by 

lithological associations. Fracture aperture is mainly controlled by lithology, with 

relatively larger values developed in conglomerate layers. 

• An integrated analysis of structural, petrological and geochemical characteristics has 

allowed the identification of five generations of calcite cements (Cc0 to Cc4) in veins 

and host rocks, and with them unravel the volution of fluid regimes in the Puig-reig 

anticline. Predating the most intensive deformation stages, Cc0 precipitated in 

intergranular pores from meteoric fluids in the phreatic zone. During the most intense 
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phase of thrusting and folding, the predominant Cc1 cement precipitated in intergranular 

pores, faults and F1 to F4 fracture sets from hydrothermal fluids migrated from the 

internal and deeper parts of the SE Pyrenees. In the late stage of the anticline growth, Cc2 

mainly developed in normal and strike-slip faults in the anticline crest. Cc2 could 

precipitate from the mixing between hydrothermal and meteoric fluids during the crest 

collapse or from hydrothermal fluids that kept their meteoric signatures and were buried 

shallower than those that formed Cc1. Cc3 developed in F1 and F4 fracture sets in the 

western zone of the north limb from formation fluids with temperatures between 50○C 

and 62○C and migrated through the frontal thrusts. During the continuous denudation, 

Cc4 precipitated in reopened F1 to F4 fracture sets across the anticline from meteoric 

fluids with temperatures between 16○C and 19○C. 

• In the Puig-reig anticline, the predominant calcite cement resulted from external fluids 

accompanied by compressional deformation and/or from substantial detrital carbonates 

of host rocks, resulting in the low porosity of host rocks. Limited high porosity 

concentrated in massive medium and coarse lithofacies in the medial fluvial fan. In the 

context of overall low porosity, sandstone lithofacies deposited from the medial fluvial 

fan and located in the high strain zones present relatively higher potential to be effective 

reservoirs due to their high fracture intensity. At basin margins, reservoir potential is 

comprehensively controlled by sedimentology, diagenesis and deformation. An effective 

combination of both structure and facies can make basin margin locations potential areas 

for effective reservoirs, even in the case of low porosity. 

In summary, the source-to-sink assessment reveals that compressional basins can play an 

essential role in global CCS development, especially in certain regions with high CO2 emissions 

and dominated by compressional settings. The source-to-sink assessment methodology based on 

a hubs and clusters strategy is suitable for hydrocarbon-limited countries to attract renewed public 

and political interest in viable deployment pathways of CCS. In hydrocarbon-limited 

compressional basins, outcrop studies can play an important role in improving the accuracy of 

reservoir prediction in the subsurface by providing reliable geological conceptual models in 



5 Conclusions 

90 

complex areas, such as the case of the Puig-reig anticline. Based on the results obtained in the 

sedimentology, fracture and diagenesis studies, future work will focus on building static and 

dynamic models of the Puig-reig anticline to understand the main controls on storage capacity, 

storage efficiency and fluid migration, and thus to guide the subsurface operations of CO2 storage 

in such a geological setting. 
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Assessment processes 

The assessment processes of the 15 CO2 emission hubs are listed in Tables 1-15 of this supplement. 

The assessment of each emission hub includes the scoring of data, the normalization and weighting of 

data, and the Technique for Order of Preference by Similarity to Ideal Solution (TOPSIS) ranking, 

allowing to the identification of priority source-to-sink clusters for each emission hub. The assessment 

has been implemented using Microsoft Excel, resulting in 15 tables showing the specific processes 

(Table 1 to 15). Data of storage structures are obtained from ALGECO2 Database [1], Martínez del 

Olmo [2] and the Spanish Geophysical Information System [3]. 
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Appendix 3 Fluvial sedimentation and its reservoir potential 

at foreland basin margins: A case study of the Puig-reig 

anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees) 

Sun, X., Alcalde, J., Gomez-Rivas, Owen, A., Griera, A., Martín-Martín, J.D., Cruset, D., Travé, 

A., 2021. Fluvial sedimentation and its reservoir potential at foreland basin margins: A case study 

of the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees). Sedimentary Geology, in review. 
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Fluvial sedimentation and its reservoir potential at foreland basin margins: 

A case study of the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees) 
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Juan Diego Martín-Martína, David Crusetb, Anna Travéa 
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Abstract: Fluvial fans represent one of the dominant sedimentary systems at the active margins of non-

marine foreland basins. The Puig-reig anticline at the north-eastern margin of the Ebro Foreland Basin 

(SE Pyrenees, Spain) exposes continuous outcrops of late Eocene-early Oligocene fluvial deposits, from 

proximal to medial fluvial fan environments. The proximal deposits, located in the northern limb of the 

anticline, especially in the northwest zone, are characterised by conglomerates with minor interbedded 

sandstones, which present thick and wide sheet-like geometries with unscoured or scoured basal surfaces. 

These are interpreted to be the deposits of unconfined flash floods and wide-shallow channel streams. 

The medial deposits, covering the rest of the anticline, consist of interbedded beds of conglomerates, 

sandstones and claystones, deposited from braided channel streams and overbanks. Distal deposits are 

found towards the south, beyond the anticline, and are characterised by sandstone and clay deposits of 

terminal lobes or lacustrine deltas and interdistributary bays. This study assesses the impact of the 

primary depositional characteristics, diagenesis and deformation of the most heterolithic portion of the 

system, with implications for the understanding of folded fluvial reservoirs. Diagenetic processes, 

mainly mechanical compaction and calcite cementation, resulted in overall low matrix porosity, with 

limited relatively higher porosity developed in sandstone lithofacies in the medial deposits. Deformation 

associated with thrusting and fold growth resulted in the formation of abundant fractures, with relatively 

higher fracture intensities observed in sandstone lithofacies in the anticline crest. This study shows that 

post depositional processes can both improve and diminish the reservoir potential of basin proximal 

fluvial deposits, by the development of open fracture networks and by compaction-cementation, 

respectively. The comparison of the Puig-reig anticline with other similar settings worldwide shows that 

foreland basin margin locations can be potential areas for effective reservoirs, even in the case of low 

matrix porosity. 

Keywords: fluvial fans, braided-stream flows, reservoir potential, Ebro Foreland Basin, Pyrenees. 
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1 Introduction 

Reservoirs in foreland basins and adjacent fold-and-thrust belts host some of the most significant 

hydrocarbon resources in the world , e.g., the Zagros fold-and-thrust belt, the Persian Gulf, the Amu-

Darya Basin, the Tarim Basin, the Permian Basin (Mann et al., 2003; Wang et al., 2016), which are also 

one of the primary targets for low-carbon technologies such as carbon capture and storage (CCS) (Sun 

et al., 2020). Alluvial and fluvial fans are the main deposits at active margins of non-marine foreland 

basins (DeCelles and Cavazza, 1999; Horton and Decelles, 2001; Ventra and Clarke, 2018). Alluvial 

fans are often dominated by conglomeratic facies, and can be concurrent with flow deposits of larger 

distributive fluvial systems, which transfer large volumes of coarse and fine sediments across basins 

(Williams et al., 1998; Weissmann et al., 2013, 2015). These coarse clastic belts tend to present relatively 

restricted radial extent and show high architectural unpredictability due to the lack of viable conceptual 

models. Thus, hydrocarbon exploration and development at continental basin margins are generally 

considered to have high risk and low return (Moscariello, 2018). However, alluvial fan and fluvial fan 

successions at basin margins have good preservation potential if the subsidence rate creates sufficient 

space to accommodate the significant sediment thickness (Moscariello, 2005). Complex sedimentary 

and structural characteristics at the basin margins can result in strong reservoir heterogeneity. Reservoir 

quality in such settings is mainly controlled by their sedimentary characteristics, e.g., petrographic 

characteristics and stratigraphic sequence, as well as the diagenesis and fracturing processes that they 

experience (e.g., Morad et al., 2010; Taylor et al., 2010; Zhang et al., 2011; Watkins et al., 2018). Due 

to the limited well data and seismic resolution of subsurface reservoirs, outcrop analogues play an 

important role in improving the accuracy of reservoir prediction in the subsurface (e.g., Howell et al., 

2014), by providing reliable geological conceptual models and quantitative attribute information 

(Dichiarante et al., 2020). It is therefore essential to systematically study outcropping reservoir 

analogues to fully understand and predict the distribution and reservoir potential of alluvial-fluvial 

deposits in the subsurface. 

The northern margin of the Ebro Basin and the adjacent South Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt present 

multiple alluvial fans and distributive fluvial systems. For example, the Huesca and Luna systems 

(Upper Eocene to Oligocene) and series of marginal alluvial fans in the northern margin of the central 

Ebro Basin have been appraised and well documented (Hirst and Nichols, 1986; Nichols and Hirst, 1998; 

Arenas et al., 2001; Yuste et al., 2004; Luzón, 2005; Nichols, 2005; Donselaar and Overeem, 2008; 

Martin et al., 2021). Similar Upper Eocene to Oligocene alluvial and fluvial systems develop in the 

north-eastern margin of the Ebro Basin, such as the conglomerate-dominated Berga Group developing 

near frontal thrust sheets that translates into the fluvial Solsona Formation deposits towards the foreland 

basin (Sáez, 1987; Ford et al., 1997; Williams et al., 1998; Sáez et al., 2007; de Gibert and Sáez, 2009; 

Barrier et al., 2010). Based on the study of outcrops near the thrust sheets, Williams et al. (1998) 
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interpreted the Berga Group as a type II alluvial fan setting, using the terminology of Blair and 

McPherson (1994a, 1994b), due to repeated subaerial sheetflood events and mass movements. More 

recently, combining new outcrops across the Puig-reig anticline, Barrier et al. (2010) identified two 

distinct alluvial fans in the Berga Group. The first one is a large braided-stream-flow-dominated alluvial 

fan, which is related to the majority of the Berga Group deposits. The large alluvial fan was fed by a 

regional drainage basin including the south Pyrenean cover thrust sheets and the Pyrenean Axial Zone 

(Vergés, 2007). The second one is a small and local alluvial fan, which developed after the first large 

fan at the top of the Berga Group and is dominated by stream flows and gravity flows. This small alluvial 

fan was fed by a local drainage basin, extending only on the outermost cover thrust sheets. 

The alluvial-fluvial strata show high potential to become effective reservoirs, e.g., the Puig-reig 

anticline, which was assessed as a potential site for gas storage (Instituto Geológico y Minero de España, 

1995). Besides, the well-exposed outcrops can provide excellent reservoir analogues to determine the 

reservoir potential of folded alluvial-fluvial successions at basin margins. Previous studies of the 

alluvial-fluvial deposits in the north-eastern Ebro Basin were focused on the description and 

interpretation of the sedimentary environments and the interactions between sedimentation and tectonic 

activities (Williams et al., 1998; Sáez et al., 2007; Barrier et al., 2010; Carrigan et al., 2016), whereas 

these well-exposed outcrops have not been used as analogues to explore the reservoir potential of similar 

sedimentary systems in the subsurface. In this study, we focus on the Puig-reig anticline, which 

continuously exposes high-quality outcrops that present variations of sedimentary facies across the 

structure. We quantitatively describe and interpret the lithofacies and sedimentary facies of the deposits 

as well as their distribution over the Puig-reig anticline. In addition, we determine the reservoir quality 

of different lithofacies and their structural positions along the anticline based on a comprehensive 

analysis of lithology, cement, porosity, fracture distribution to explore the reservoir potential of the 

studied anticline and other similar systems at basin margins. This allows an assessment of how primary 

depositional characteristics as well as subsequent diagenetic and tectonic processes may influence the 

resource and storage potential of basin proximal deposits. 

2 Geological setting 

The Pyrenees is a doubly verging orogenic belt that formed during the continental collision between 

the Iberian and European plates from Late Cretaceous to Miocene (Muñoz, 1992; Vergés et al., 2002). 

This orogenic belt is characterised by an antiformal stack of basement-involved thrusts (the Axial Zone) 

surrounded by two fold-and-thrust belts that were transported to the north and south over the Aquitanian 

(France) and Ebro (Spain) foreland basins, respectively (Choukroune, 1989; Roure et al., 1989; Muñoz, 

1992). The eastern part of the Ebro Basin displays an irregular shape bounded by the Pyrenees to the 

north and the Catalan Coastal Range to the southeast (Fig. 1A, B) (Vergés, 1993). The Vallfogona thrust 

represents the major frontal thrust between the SE Pyrenean thrust sheets and the Ebro Basin (Vergés et 
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al., 1998). The Busa syncline and the Puig-reig anticline developed along the footwall of the Vallfogona 

thrust during Late Eocene and Oligocene (Fig. 1B, C) (Vergés, 1993). The Busa syncline developed over 

a blind thrust flat (Busa thrust) connected to the Vallfogona floor thrust. A geometric reconstruction 

allowed an interpretation of the Puig-reig anticline as the consequence of a duplex stack in deep (Vergés, 

1993). The Puig-reig is a km-scale south-verging gentle anticline with a flat hinge. The fold-trend is 

ESE/WNW, slightly oblique to the main Pyrenean structures (Vergés, 1993). 

The Ebro Basin sediment fill includes synorogenic Paleocene to Oligocene marine to non-marine 

deposits lying on top of the Paleozoic basement and Mesozoic sediments (Fig. 1C). The lower part of 

the Puig-reig anticline is mainly composed of deltaic sandstones and marine marls of the Banyoles and 

Igualada formations (Middle-to-Upper Eocene), which deposited between the Beuda and Cardona 

evaporitic formations (Vergés et al., 1992; Serra-Kiel et al., 2003a, 2003b). These deposits were 

followed by alluvial-fluvial sediments of the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation (Upper Eocene to 

Oligocene), which were deposited during the endorheic stage of the Ebro basin (Puigdefàbregas et al., 

1986, 1992) after a rapid transition from marine to continental environments of deposition (Costa et al., 

2010). To the north, at the footwall of the Vallfogona thrust, the Berga Group consists of > 2000 m-thick 

alluvial and proximal fluvial conglomerates interbedded with minor sandstones and claystones, which 

displays growth strata (Ford et al., 1997; Suppe et al., 1997). To the south, the Berga deposits became 

progressively finer-grained and thinner-bedded fluvial conglomerates, sandstones and claystones of the 

Solsona Formation (Williams et al., 1998; Barrier et al., 2010), which translated downstream to distal 

terminal deposits of the Súria Formation (Sáez et al., 2007). These fluvial deposits graded into evaporites 

and calcareous lacustrine strata towards the centre of the Ebro Basin, e.g., the Torà, Barbastro, 

Castelltallat and Calaf formations (Sáez, 1987; Del Santo et al., 2000; Sáez et al., 2007). These 

formations collectively represent the basin proximal to basin centre facies within an internally drained 

continent basin. The formation subdivision of the Berga Group used in this study follows the scheme of 

Williams et al. (1998). In the study area, we focus on the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation, a sub-unit 

of the Berga Group, that covers the northern zone of the Busa syncline and a large area of the Puig-reig 

anticline, and the Solsona Formation that is mainly observed in the southern limb of the anticline (Fig. 

1D, E). 
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Fig. 1. (A-B) Geographical location and main structural units of the SE Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt (Vergés, 

1993). (C) Geological cross section of the frontal part of the SE Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt and the Ebro Basin 

(Vergés, 1993). (D-E) Distribution of the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation and location of outcrops. The 

strata distribution in Fig. 1D is based on the regional geological map of Catalonia (Institut Cartogràfic i Geològic 

de Catalunya, 2006). The formation subdivision of the Berga Group follows the scheme of Williams et al. (1998). 

Fig. 1E is modified from Williams et al. (1998) and Barrier et al. (2010). 

3 Outcrops and methods 

The Puig-reig anticline presents excellent outcrops along roads that cut through the structure in a 

roughly north-south direction, between the towns of Sant Llorenç de Morunys in the north and Solsona 

in the south (Fig. 1B, D). Seven high-resolution (decimetre-scale) stratigraphic logs with a total 

thickness exceeding 3,000 m were built (Fig. 1D). Among these, logs A, C, E and H and the lower 
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portion of log B represent the strata of the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation, while logs D and G and 

the upper portion of log B correspond to the Solsona Formation. The ca. 9 km-long geological cross-

section of the Puig-reig anticline (sections A and B, Fig. 1E) is roughly parallel to the N-S shortening 

direction of the South-eastern Pyrenees and displays the continuous transition from proximal to 

relatively distal deposits. Moreover, log I of the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation in the northern zone 

of the Busa syncline from Barrier et al. (2010) was utilised in this study for comparison. The detailed 

sedimentary data acquired include bedding thickness, grain size, sedimentary structures and presence of 

bioturbation, which collectively allow the identification of sedimentary facies and facies associations. 

The Puig-reig anticline was divided into five structural positions from north to south (i.e., north limb, 

crest-north limb transition zone, crest, crest-south limb transition zone and south limb; Fig. 1E). The 

terms ‘proximal’ and ‘distal’ were not used to name the structural positions as in other studies (e.g., Ge 

et al., 1997; Martínez-Martínez et al., 2002) to avoid potential confusions with sedimentary system terms 

used to divide facies and environments of deposition (i.e., proximal, medial and distal). 

To determine rock composition, diagenetic alteration and porosity, 108 polished thin sections from 

host rocks and calcite veins were made from collected samples. These samples are representative of the 

different sedimentary lithofacies that can be defined in the area and different structural positions of the 

anticline. Petrographic observations were taken using a Zeiss Axiophot optical microscope and a 

Technosyn Cold Cathodoluminescence microscope, model 8200 Mk5-1 operating 16 to 17 kV and 270 

to 290 μA gun current. Among these, 30 sandstone thin sections were selected for rock composition 

analysis using the point-counting method (300-400 points) to reveal potential compositional variations 

in different sedimentary lithofacies. In total, 60 thin sections were analysed using NIS Elements and 

Image J software (Schneider et al., 2012) to quantitatively process microphotographs to determine 

cement contents and matrix porosity. Based on the colour differences between different components, 

matrix porosity was determined using microphotographs in parallel nicols, while cement contents were 

determined using microphotographs in cathodoluminescence. To quantitatively analyse the effect of 

diagenetic alteration on porosity loss, the original porosity (Po) of different lithologies was calculated 

based on Scherer’s empirical formula (Scherer, 1987), and the proportion of original porosity destroyed 

by cementation (PLcem) and by compaction (PLcom) of different lithologies were calculated based on 

Houseknecht’s formulas (Houseknecht, 1987): 

𝑃𝑜 = 20.91 + 22.9/𝑆𝑜    (1) 

𝑃𝐿𝑐𝑒𝑚 =
𝑃𝑐𝑒𝑚

𝑃𝑜
× 100%    (2) 

𝑃𝐿𝑐𝑜𝑚 = (𝑃𝑜 − 𝑃𝑐𝑒𝑚 − P𝑟)/𝑃𝑜 × 100%    (3) 

where So is the Trask sorting coefficient of grain size, whose values of different lithologies were acquired 

from grain size analysis data from Sun (2018); Pcem is cement content; and Pr is residual porosity. 

Abundant fractures were observed in the folded sediments of the Puig-reig anticline due to intensive 
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tectonic deformation, which could exert a significant effect on their reservoir potential as important fluid 

migration pathways and storage space. The data and analysis of the fracture networks in the Puig-reig 

anticline from (Sun et al., 2021) were incorporated into this study to comprehensively analyse the 

reservoir potential in the anticline. 

4 Results 

4.1 Sedimentology 

Eight lithofacies were identified based on lithological characteristics and sedimentary structures, 

including three conglomerate facies, four sandstone facies, and one fine-grained facies (Table 1), which 

can combine into six lithofacies associations. 

Table 1. Subdivision and description of typical lithofacies. 

Lithofacies Description 

Gs1 pebble to boulder, occasional outsize clasts, very poor sorting, clast- to reddish matrix-supported, mainly massive 

structure and minor rough-stratified structure, unscoured or slightly scoured basal surface, sheet-like geometry 

Gs2 pebble to cobble, poor sorting, clast-supported, grey to reddish sand matrix, mainly massive structure, slightly or 

deep scoured basal surface, sheet-like geometry 

Gch pebble to cobble, moderate to poor sorting, clast-supported, massive structure, scoured basal surface, channelised 

geometry 

Smi fine to coarse sandstone, mainly massive structure, tabular geometry or sandstone lens, limited burrows 

Sm mainly medium and coarse sandstone, massive structure, tabular geometry, limited burrows 

Sl mainly fine to very fine sandstone, mainly parallel bedding structure and minor cross bedding structure, tabular 

geometry, common burrows 

Sch medium to coarse sandstone, scattered gravelly clasts or muddy rip-up clasts, massive structure, channelised 

geometry 

F claystone to siltstone, tabular geometry, intensive weathering, erosion and pedogenesis, very common trace fossils 

4.1.1 Lithofacies 

Conglomerate lithofacies (Gs1, Gs2 and Gch) 

The conglomerate lithofacies is subdivided into three subfacies (Gs1, Gs2 and Gch), based on subtle 

internal lithological differences. All subfacies have polygenic clasts composed of carbonate, siliciclastic, 

igneous and metamorphic lithologies. In subfacies Gs1, the clasts consist of very poorly sorted and 

subrounded pebbles to small boulders, with occasional outsize carbonate clasts. This lithofacies is clast- 

to matrix-supported. The matrix consists of reddish sands to small pebbles and lacks clays (Fig. 2A). 

Gs1 conglomerate bodies tend to present a massive structure and minor rough-stratified layers, 

unscoured or slightly scoured basal surfaces, and a sheet-like geometry. The thickness of a single bed 

can range from 1 to 6 m, while bed associations can be up to around 50 m. Horizons can be traced over 

several kilometres using satellite imagery. Gs1 is only found in the upper part of log C, in the northwest 

zone of the Puig-reig anticline. 

Subfacies Gs2 has relatively smaller grain size and lower matrix content compared to subfacies Gs1, 
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and stratified structure and unscoured basal surfaces are rarely observed. This lithofacies is composed 

of poorly sorted and subrounded pebbles to cobbles. It is mainly clast-supported and contains grey to 

reddish matrix of fine to coarse sands (Fig. 2B). Gs2 conglomerate bodies are massive, and have a 

slightly or deep scoured basal surface, and a sheet-like geometry. The thickness of a single bed generally 

ranges between 1 and 5 m, while bed associations can be up to around 50 m. Gs2 develops in the northern 

limb, mainly in log C and the upper part of logs A and E. 

 

Fig. 2. Field images illustrating typical lithofacies and sedimentary characteristics. (A) Gs1: clast- to reddish 

matrix-supported pebble to small boulder conglomerate. (B) Gs2: clast-supported pebble to cobble conglomerate 

with reddish to grey matrix. (C) Gch: clast-supported pebble to small cobble conglomerate with grey sand matrix. 

(D-E) Smi: reddish to grey massive medium to coarse sandstone extending laterally or pinching out as sandstone 

lenses. (F) Sm: massive coarse or medium sandstone; Sl: parallel bedding fine sandstone. (G) Sl: cross-bedding 

fine sandstone. (H) Burrows in fine sandstone. (I) Sch: channelised pebbly coarse sandstone body. (J) Sch: muddy 

rip-up clasts in the bottom of channelised pebbly coarse sandstone. (K) F: reddish fine deposits with pedogenic 

characteristics. (L) Abundant trace fossils in fine-grained deposits. 
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Fig. 3. Field images of typical sedimentary lithofacies associations. (A) LAp1: Gs1 with limited Smi lenses; (B) 

LAp2: Gs2 with Smi interlayers; (C) LAm1: channel fill Gch, Sm and Sl and minor overbank F; (D) LAm2: Gch 

channel lag and interlayers of Sm, Sl and overbank F; (E) LAm3: Sch channel lag and interlayers of Sl and 

overbank F; (F) LAm4: Sl and stable overbank F incised by Sch channel. 
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Fig. 4. Summary of sedimentary characteristics of typical lithofacies associations in the Puig-reig anticline. G, S 

and F refer to the percentage contents of conglomerate, sandstone and fine-grained lithofacies, respectively. C: 

claystone; Si: siltstone; vfS: very fine sandstone; fS: fine sandstone; mS: medium sandstone; cS: coarse sandstone; 

P: pebble; cG: cobble; B: boulder. 

Subfacies Gch consists of moderately to poorly sorted and subrounded pebble to small cobble size 

clasts, which tend to be clast-supported with grey, fine to coarse sand matrix (Fig. 2C). Gch 

conglomerate bodies generally present a channelised geometry and deep scoured basal surfaces, which 

differ from Gs1 and Gs2 conglomerate bodies. Gch presents lateral wedge-out and changes laterally and 
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vertically to sandstones and claystones. The thickness of a single bed generally ranges from 0.5 to 4 m. 

Gch is the most widespread conglomerate lithofacies, which develops in most areas of the anticline 

except for the southern limb. 

Sandstone lithofacies (Smi, Sm, Sl and Sch) 

Subfacies Smi includes reddish to grey, medium and coarse sandstones and minor fine sandstones. 

These sandstone layers tend to present a massive structure with locally scattered gravel clasts of a few 

millimetres in size, and in some minor cases parallel-bedding can be observed. The thickness of Smi 

ranges from 0.2 to 2 m. They can present a tabular geometry interbedded with Gs2 (Fig. 2D) or occur 

as sandstone lenses within Gs1 and Gs2 conglomerate bodies that rapidly pinch out laterally (Fig. 2E). 

Very limited large (with diameter up to 1.5 cm) vertical or oblique burrows are observed in these coarse 

sand deposits. Smi mainly develops in the northern limb of the anticline. 

Subfacies Sm is mainly composed of grey, medium and coarse sandstones. Sm sandstone layers tend 

to present a massive structure with bedding thickness ranging from 0.5 to 1.5 m (Fig. 2F). They show a 

tabular geometry with sharp and unscoured basal surfaces. They are commonly found above Gch layers 

or interbedded with laminated fine sandstones. Burrows are uncommon in these coarse sandstone layers, 

similarly to Smi layers. Sm is one of the dominant lithofacies and is widely observed across the anticline. 

Subfacies Sl is composed of grey, fine to very fine sandstones and minor medium sandstones. Parallel-

bedding is the most common structure (Fig. 2F), while cross-bedding is occasionally observed (Fig. 2F). 

Sl tends to be interbedded with Sm and fine deposits. Vertical, oblique or horizontal burrows are more 

commonly present in these fine sandstones (Fig. 2H). Sl is another dominant lithofacies and widely 

developed across the anticline. 

Sch is composed of grey, medium to coarse sandstones, with scattered gravelly clasts (Fig. 2I, J). It 

has a similar massive structure as Sm layers, but has a channelised geometry with scoured surfaces and 

generally develops at the bottom of lithofacies association. Muddy rip-up clasts are sometimes present 

at the bottom of Sch due to the scour and re-deposition of fine deposits (Fig. 2J). Sch mainly develops 

in the southern limb of the anticline. 

Fine-grained lithofacies (F) 

Lithofacies F includes reddish to grey siltstones and claystones. They occur as tabular bodies and are 

commonly interbedded with Sm and Sl (Fig. 2K). Small burrows and other trace fossils, e.g., Taenidium 

barretti and Helminthoidichnites (de Gibert and Sáez, 2009) are very common in these fine deposits 

(Fig. 2L). These deposits tend to be affected by intensive weathering, erosion and pedogenesis. 

Lithofacies F is widely developed across the anticline. 

4.1.2 Lithofacies associations and sedimentary environments 

Unconfined flash flood deposits with no overbanks (LAp1) 
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LAp1 association is dominated by lithofacies Gs1 with limited Smi interlayers that generally pinch 

out laterally as sandstone lenses (Figs. 3A, 4), which combine into large and structureless sheet-like 

bodies of coarse deposits with unscoured or slightly scoured basal surfaces. These characteristics 

collectively represent unconfined flow of a flashy nature (Blair and McPheerson, 1994; Nichols and 

Hirst, 1998; Williams et al., 1998). This association is dominantly found in the northwest portion of the 

Puig-reig anticline, i.e., the upper part of log C. 

Unconfined flash flood deposits and wide-shallow channel deposits with limited overbanks (LAp2) 

LAp2 association is composed of lithofacies Gs2, Smi and limited F. Lithofacies Smi and F can occur 

as stable tabular layers or pinch-out lenses (Figs. 3B, 4). This association presents large and structureless 

sheet-like geometries, slightly or deep scoured surfaces. These features can collectively represent 

unconfined flow of a flashy nature or wide-shallow channel flow (Arenas et al., 2001; Yuste et al., 2004; 

Luzón, 2005). This association is dominantly found in the northern limb of the anticline, mainly in log 

C and the upper part of logs A and E. 

Channel filling deposits with minor or stable overbanks (LAm1 and LAm2) 

LAm1 and LAm2 associations are composed of lithofacies Gch, Sm, Sl, and F. An overall fining-

upward trend is observed in these two lithofacies associations, from channelised Gch to tabular and 

interbedded Sm, Sl and F lithofacies, which collectively represent braided channel streams and 

overbanks (Nichols and Hirst, 1998; Arenas et al., 2001). LAm1 association is characterised by channel 

fill deposits with minor overbank deposits, showing vertical or lateral accretions of conglomerates and 

sandstones (Figs. 3C, 4). LAm2 association is composed of channel fill conglomerates and sandstones 

and stable overbank fine deposits (Figs. 3D, 4). These lithofacies associations are distributed across the 

anticline except for the southern limb of the anticline. 

Sandy channel filling deposits with stable overbanks (LAm3) 

LAm3 association is composed of lithofacies Sch, Sm, Sl and F (Figs. 3E, 4). Compared to LAm1 

and LAm2 associations, LAm3 also presents an overall fining-upward trend and is deposited from 

braided channel streams and overbanks. However, lithofacies Sch with channelised geometries and 

scoured basal surfaces replaced Gch conglomerate bodies as channel lag deposits. This association is 

dominantly found in the southern limb and slightly developed in the crest and crest-south limb transition 

zone of the anticline. 

Stable overbanks incised by isolated channels (LAm4) 

LAm4 association is composed of lithofacies Sch, Sl and F, which is characterised by stable tabular 

F and Sl deposits incised by channelised Sch bodies (Figs. 3F, 4). Compared to the LAm3 association, 

LAm4 also represents channel and overbank deposits, but it contains more overbank fine deposits and 

isolated channel deposits and does not present a clearly fining-upward trend. This association is 

occasionally found in the southern limb of the anticline. 
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The characteristics of the described lithofacies associations (Fig. 4) can collectively represent deposits 

from a fluvial fan system. The proximal deposits are mainly composed of LAp1 and LAp2 lithofacies 

associations deposited from unconfined flash floods and wide-shallow channels, with minor LAm1 and 

LAm2 lithofacies associations. The medial deposits are composed of LAm1 to LAm4 lithofacies 

associations deposited from braided channel streams and overbanks. The proximal-medial fluvial fan is 

mainly composed of LAm1, LAm2 and limited LAm1 associations, while the medial-distal fluvial fan 

is mainly composed of LAm3 and limited LAm2 and LAm4 associations. Based on the distribution of 

lithofacies (Fig. 5), the conglomerate lithofacies decreases from log C to log H and from log A to log B, 

log E to log D and log H to log G, respectively. Furthermore, the lithofacies associations present a similar 

distribution pattern (Fig. 6). LAp1 and LAp2 associations decrease significantly from log C to log H 

(WNW to ESE) and from log A to log B (north to south), which are replaced by LAm1 and LAm2 and 

finally translated into LAm3 and LAm4 south-eastward. The distributions of lithofacies and lithofacies 

associations are consistent with a fluvial system with an overall south-east downstream trend. 

 

Fig. 5. Percentage distribution of lithofacies (conglomerate, sandstone and fine-grained facies) in the Puig-reig 

anticline. T is the cumulative thickness of deposit layers. Log I is from Barrier et al. (2010). 
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Fig. 6. Correlation of stratigraphic logs and percentage distribution of lithofacies associations in the Puig-reig 

anticline. Log I is from Barrier et al. (2010). 
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4.2 Reservoir characteristics 

Based on Folk’s (1980) sandstone classification scheme, all sandstone samples of the studied area 

plot within the litharenite field, with lithic content ranging from 60% to 90%, quartz content ranging 

from 5% to 30%, and very limited feldspar content (Fig. 7A). Based on Zuffa’s (1980) classification 

scheme of hybrid arenites, these samples mainly plot in the carbonate extrarenite field with minor in the 

non-carbonate extrarenite field (Fig. 7B). The content of carbonate extrabasinal grains mainly ranges 

from 40% to 70%, while the content of non-carbonate extrabasinal grains, including non-carbonate lithic, 

quartz, feldspar, mainly ranges from 30% to 60%. The proximal fluvial fan has a slightly higher content 

of carbonate extrabasinal grains, compared to the medial fluvial fan. However, as can be seen in Fig. 7, 

no portion of the fan has a distinctive compositional signature with overlap between the different 

samples. 

 

Fig. 7. Classification of sandstones based on framework grain composition after (A) Folk’s (1980) and (B) Zuffa’s 

(1980) classification schemes. 

Most deposits present very low matrix porosity. Matrix porosity mainly ranges from 0% to 2% (Fig. 

8), with an average of 1.2%. It varies across different lithofacies and presents an overall increasing and 

then decreasing trend with increasing grain size (Fig. 9A). Limited samples present relatively higher 

matrix porosity concentrated in lithofacies Sch and Sm in the crest, crest-limb transition zones and 

southern limb of the anticline, mainly ranging from 2% to 8% (Fig. 8). Calcite is the dominant cement 

mainly ranging from 5% to 15% (Fig. 8), with an average value of 11.6%, which also presents an overall 

increasing and then decreasing trend with increasing grain size (Fig. 9B). Sandstone lithofacies has 

slightly higher cement content compared to conglomerate and fine-grained lithofacies, with an average 

value of 12.7%. There is no clear correlation between cement content and matrix porosity (Fig. 10). 

Original porosity was calculated based on the Trask sorting coefficient of different lithologies from 

Sun (2018). Sorting coefficient of siltstone and sandstone mainly ranges from 1.3 to 2.3, resulting in 

original porosity between 31% to 39% with an average of 35%, while sorting coefficient of 
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conglomerate mainly ranges from 1.6 to 2.6, resulting in original porosity between 30% to 35% with an 

average of 32%. Cementation and compaction are the most significant diagenetic processes in the Puig-

reig anticline. Original porosity destroyed by cementation mainly ranges from 20% to 50%, whereas 

that destroyed by compaction mainly ranges from 40% to 80% (Fig. 11A, B). Limited samples with 

relatively high matrix porosity have porosity destroyed by cementation and compaction mainly ranging 

from 30% to 50% and from 40% to 60%, respectively (Fig. 11A). 

 

Fig. 8. Distribution of matrix porosity, cement content and fracture intensity in different lithofacies, sedimentary 

facies and structural positions (n is the number of thin sections or fracture scanlines sampling each lithofacies). 

The cross section is modified from Cruset et al. (2016). Fracture intensity data is from Sun et al. (2021). 

Fracture intensity data were obtained from previous research in the Puig-reig anticline (Sun et al., 

2021). Fine-grained lithofacies tend to experience intensive weathering, erosion and pedogenesis and 

thus impede the identification of fracture attributes in these layers. Thus, fracture attributes were only 

measured in conglomerate and sandstone lithofacies using the linear scanline method. Fracture intensity 

mainly ranges from 0.5 m-1 to 2.5 m-1, with relatively higher values developed in the crest and crest-

limb transition zones of the anticline, especially in sandstone lithofacies with values larger than 1 m-1 
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(Fig. 8). Fracture intensity decreases with increasing distance to anticline hinge and with increasing 

bedding thickness (Fig. 9C, D). 

 

Fig. 9. Crossplots between reservoir characteristics and sedimentary characteristics and structural position. (A) 

Matrix porosity vs. grain size. (B) Cement content vs. grain size. (C) Fracture intensity vs. distance to anticline 

hinge. (D) Fracture intensity vs. bedding thickness. Fracture intensity data is from Sun et al. (2021). 

 

 

Fig. 10. Crossplot of cement content vs. matrix porosity. 
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Fig. 11. Crossplots of intergranular volume vs. cement content and porosity loss by compaction vs. cementation 

for (A) sandstone and fine-grained lithofacies and (B) conglomerate lithofacies. 

5 Discussion 

5.1 Fluvial fan sedimentary environments 

Previous studies interpreted the whole Berga Group as alluvial fan deposits that wedge out into fluvial 

fan deposits of the Solsona Formation (Williams et al., 1998; Barrier et al., 2010). However, here we 

focus on the analysis of the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation of the Berga Group and the Solsona 

Formation in the Puig-reig anticline. They are interpreted as deposits of a proximal to medial fluvial fan, 

based on the comprehensive analyses of the drainage basin, fan size and sedimentary characteristics and 

the comparison to other similar sedimentary systems in the central Ebro Basin (Hirst and Nichols, 1986; 

Arenas, 1993; Nichols and Hirst, 1998; Arenas et al., 2001). 

Alluvial fan deposits are sourced by areal-limited drainage basins, whereas fluvial fan deposits tend 

to have larger drainage basins with long-term expansion and integration of catchments (Moscariello, 

2018). The Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona deposits are composed of polygenic clasts, including 

both carbonate and non-carbonate clasts (Fig. 7B). As noted by Riba (1976), the non-carbonate clasts of 

acid-intermediate plutonic rocks, Permo-Triassic red beds, Carboniferous micro-conglomerates, rare 

metasedimentary rocks and basic igneous rocks, all come from the basement of the Pyrenean Axial Zone. 

The varied carbonate clasts reflect source areas in the Mesozoic-Cenozoic series of the south Pyrenean 

thrust sheets and the Pyrenean Axial zone (Devonian carbonates). The polygenic compositions reveal 

the drainage basin of the Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona deposits extending from the south Pyrenean 

thrust sheets to the Pyrenean Axial Zone, which is consistent with the large and regional-scale drainage 

basin of fluvial deposits. 

Alluvial fans may range widely in radial length, rarely up to 10 km in exceptional circumstances 
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favouring particularly long runout for sediment-water mixtures (e.g., Blair, 2003), but the radial fans 

extent generally varies from several hundred metres to a few kilometres at most (Blair and McPheerson, 

1994; Moscariello, 2018). The Camps de Vall-Llonga deposits spread over a large area from the 

Vallfogona thrust to the Puig-reig anticline. The Camps de Vall-Llonga formation is exposed for around 

9 km in the direction perpendicular to the Vallfogona thrust and for around 20 km in a direction roughly 

parallel to the thrust based on the studied outcrops and the regional geological map of the study area 

(Institut Cartogràfic i Geològic de Catalunya, 2006). Considering the folding of strata and the unexposed 

strata to the south, the actual extent of the Camps de Vall-Llonga deposits should be larger than the 

observable extent, which is larger than that of typical alluvial fans. There has been much debate 

regarding how alluvial fans are distinguished from distributive (fluvial) fan systems (Ventra and Clarke, 

2018). In reality, there is likely a continuum between the two systems that the Camps de Vall-Llonga 

Formation sits close to. However, its size and prevalence of channelised facies indicate that they are the 

deposits of a distributive fluvial system (fluvial fan). 

In the northwest portion of the study area, the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation is dominated by the 

proximal deposits from flash floods and wide-shallow channel streams. The development of flash floods 

in the proximal fluvial fans is also documented in the northern margin fans of the central Ebro Basin 

(Luzón, 2001, 2005). The channel fill deposits within flash flood conglomerates may have formed 

during the waning stages of flood events or developed on fan surfaces by later confined flow events 

(Blair and McPheerson, 1994; Nichols and Hirst, 1998). The rest of the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation 

is dominated by the medial deposits from braided channel streams and overbanks. They tend to present 

an overall fining-upward trend from channel fill conglomerates and sandstones to overbank fine deposits, 

representing cyclic (avulsive) behaviour of the system as it developed through time. In the crest-south 

limb transition zone of the Puig-reig anticline, the Solsona Formation is still dominated by channel fill 

and overbank deposits. There are no perceptible differences of sedimentary environments in the 

transition area between the Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona formations, i.e., the contact between the 

upper and lower log B (Fig. 6). In the southern limb, conglomerate channel lags are gradually replaced 

by (pebbly) sandstone channel lags, i.e., in the upper part of upper log B. We interpret that these deposits 

still belong to the medial portion of the fluvial fan due to a lack of the terminal deposits of distal fluvial 

fan and the lacustrine sedimentary characteristics. The Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona formations 

therefore represent mappable units rather than distinct separate sedimentary systems. The distal fluvial 

deposits can be found 20 km south of our study area. Deposits here are composed of terminal lobes 

during low lake-level stages and fluvial-dominated deltas and interdistributary bays during high lake 

level stages, which grades into evaporites and calcareous lacustrine strata near the basin centre (Del 

Santo et al., 2000; Sáez et al., 2007). Based on observations from the whole Berga Group (Williams et 

al., 1998), paleocurrents are roughly directed towards the south or southeast, but they also comprise a 

large component subparallel to the mountain-front structures (Barrier et al., 2010). The decrease of 
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lithofacies associations dominated by conglomerates and the increase of lithofacies associations 

dominated by sandstones and fine deposits towards the south and southeast (Figs. 5, 6) is consistent with 

the overall paleocurrents of the Berga Group, supporting the interpretation of fluvial fan deposits. 

However, we do not discard the possibility of several alluvial fans developing during the deposition 

of the Berga Group, which are restricted at the northern basin margin with small fan size and local 

drainage basins, e.g., the small stream-flow and gravity-flow-dominated alluvial fan identified by 

Barrier et al. (2010) at the top of Berga Group and located to the northwest in Fig. 1D. This has been 

observed to be the case in the northern margin of the central Ebro Basin where two distributive systems 

(the Luna and Huesca fluvial systems) coincide and interfinger with a series of marginal alluvial fans 

(Hirst and Nichols, 1986; Nichols and Hirst, 1998; Arenas et al., 2001). 

5.2 Reservoir potential of the folded fluvial succession in the Puig-reig anticline 

Based on the distribution of calcite cement, porosity, fracture intensity and lithology in the Puig-reig 

anticline, here we discuss the controlling factors of reservoir quality and the reservoir potential of the 

folded fluvial succession in the Puig-reig anticline in the SE Pyrenees. 

Reservoir matrix porosity is mainly controlled by the sedimentary characteristics of deposits and the 

diagenetic processes they experience (Dos Anjos et al., 2000; Bjørlykke, 2014). In the Puig-reig anticline, 

the fluvial deposits present an overall low matrix porosity due to intensive compaction and cementation 

(Fig. 10), but which varies across the different lithofacies. Relatively high matrix porosity concentrates 

in lithofacies Sch and Sm in the medial fluvial fan, regardless their relatively higher cement contents 

with respect to other lithofacies (Fig. 9A, B). Compared to lithofacies Sl and F, Sch and Sm have low 

contents of ductile matrix. Compared to conglomeratic facies, these medium to coarse sandstones 

present better grain sorting and lower matrix contents, thus resulting in relatively higher original and 

residual porosity. Based on the original porosity of sandstone and siltstone (35% on average), the 

porosity destroyed by compaction of lithofacies Sch and Sm mainly ranges from 40% to 70% with 57% 

on average, whereas that of lithofacies Sl and F mainly ranges from 55% to 75% with 63% on average 

and from 60% to 85% with 73% on average, respectively. Lithofacies Sch and Sm experience relatively 

weaker compaction, resulting in more residual intergranular volume which can provide more space for 

cementation and residual porosity. This is the main reason for the coexistence of relatively higher 

residual porosity and calcite content in lithofacies Sch and Sm. 

Fracture networks have a significant impact on reservoir performance. According to the systematic 

analysis of fracture networks in the Puig-reig anticline (Sun et al., 2021), fracture intensity is mainly 

affected by structural position, bedding thickness (Fig. 9C, D) and lithological association. The crest 

and crest-limb transition zones present relatively higher fracture intensity due to the greater curvature 

and finite strain they experience compared to the limbs (Figs. 8, 9C), if a Tangential Longitudinal Strain 

model (TLS) is assumed (Hudleston and Treagus, 2010). This observation is consistent with some 
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previous studies of fracture distribution in folds (e.g., Iñigo et al., 2012; Awdal et al., 2013; Watkins et 

al., 2015). If flexural slip was the dominant folding mechanism, then thin and soft layers in limbs would 

be ones subjected to the highest strain. However, our field data better matches the first option because 

the anticline crest features more intensive fracturing than the limbs. Relatively thinner sandstone layers 

tend to present higher fracture intensity than thick conglomerate layers in all structural positions (Figs. 

8, 9D), which is also consistent with some previous fracture studies (e.g., Florez-Niño et al., 2005; 

Wennberg et al., 2007). In addition, the lithological association of competent conglomerate or sandstone 

and incompetent fine deposits in medial fluvial deposits favour the development of abundant fractures, 

compared to the lithological association of competent conglomerate and sandstone in proximal fluvial. 

Based on the analysis above, lithofacies Sl and Sm in the medial fluvial fan located in the crest and 

crest-limb transition zones of the anticline feature relatively higher fracture intensity than other 

structural positions and lithofacies. 

Based on the distribution of calcite cement, porosity and fracture intensity, the medial fluvial 

sandstones in the crest and crest-limb transition zones (35-55% of all lithofacies in these zones) present 

relatively greater potential to be effective reservoirs due to the high fracture intensity (1-3.5 m-1). The 

northern limb presents relatively high percentages of sandstone and conglomerate deposits (65-100%) 

and lower percentages of fine deposits (0-35%), especially in the northwest zone (Fig. 5). However, the 

sandstone and conglomerate bodies have low potential to become effective reservoirs due to their low 

matrix porosity (<1.5%) and fracture intensity (<1.2 m-1). The southern limb presents relatively higher 

percentages of sandstones (50-65%) and very low percentages of conglomerates (0-15%) (Fig. 5). The 

sandstones have relatively low fracture intensity (<1.5 m-1), but present some reservoir potential in Sch 

and Sm lithofacies due to relatively higher matrix porosity (3.9% on average). 

5.3 Reservoir potential of folded alluvial-fluvial successions at foreland basin margins 

As one of the dominant sedimentary systems at the active margins of non-marine foreland basins, 

alluvial and proximal fluvial fans tend to present heterogeneous reservoir potential due to the interplay 

between complex sedimentary, diagenetic and deformation processes. Unravelling their reservoir 

characteristics is therefore key to the success of subsurface operations. 

Compared to fluvial fans, alluvial fans present radial-limited fan extent (Blair and McPheerson, 1994). 

Debris-flow alluvial fans tend to present poor primary reservoir quality due to texturally immature debris 

deposited from debris flows and hyperconcentrated flows. These deposits have varied reservoir 

connectivity depending on their abundance in local sedimentary systems (Moscariello, 2018). On the 

other hand, water-lain alluvial fans, generally dominated by sheet floods, have better reservoir potential 

due to the presence of relatively better sorted deposits and reservoir connectivity (Moscariello, 2005). 

At basin margins, proximal fluvial deposits tend to consist of amalgamated channel belts with limited 

preservation of fine deposits (Weissmann et al., 2013). Thick conglomerate bodies can occur in proximal 
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fluvial deposits (Vincent, 2002), which can be associated with channelised non-cohesive gravity or 

hyperconcentrated flows (Moscariello, 2018). Besides, flash floods can develop in these proximal fluvial 

environments, e.g., in the Puig-reig anticline (Fig. 6) and other cases (Luzón, 2001, 2005), resulting in 

large and coarse sheet-like deposits. Compared to debris-flow alluvial fans, these proximal fluvial 

deposits can present higher reservoir potential due to their higher textural maturity and better reservoir 

connectivity. In addition, fluvial deposits at basin margins mainly result from medial fluvial fans, 

dominated by channel belts with varied overbank fine deposits. Although medial fluvial deposits present 

a downstream reduction of the reservoir volume and a corresponding increase of overbank fine deposits, 

they are still dominated by conglomerate or sandstone reservoirs at basin margins and present higher 

textural maturity resulting in better primary reservoir quality. These water-lain alluvial fans and 

proximal to medial fluvial fans present high potential to be effective reservoirs without undergoing 

strong compaction and cementation. 

Intensive diagenesis can result in low matrix porosity and permeability, and thus reduce the reservoir 

potential in alluvial-fluvial deposits (Morad et al., 2010; Lai et al., 2018). Carbonate cement is one of 

the prevailing authigenic minerals in these deposits (Hall et al., 2004; Taylor and Machent, 2011). In 

tectonically active settings, such as foreland basin margins, carbonate extrabasinal grains can become 

important sediments in alluvial-fluvial systems (Valloni and Zuffa, 1984; Morad et al., 2010). This is 

because such settings provide short time and distance for sediment transportation and exposure, thus 

resulting in relatively weak chemical weathering of these carbonate compositions (Zuffa, 1985). These 

extrabasinal carbonate grains favour the nucleation and growth of carbonate cement in these alluvial-

fluvial deposits. In addition, at foreland basin margins, intensive fracturing, thrusting and folding are 

accompanied with fluid flow of various geological fluids including hydrothermal, meteoric and 

formation fluids, from which carbonate cement precipitates (Travé et al., 1997, 2000, 2007; Cruset et 

al., 2018, 2020). Thus, intensive carbonate cementation can result in an overall or localised low matrix 

porosity of alluvial-fluvial deposits at basin margins, e.g., the Peraltilla and Sariñena formations in the 

central Ebro Basin (Yuste et al., 2004), the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation in the eastern Ebro 

Basin (Cruset et al., 2016), the Siwalik Group in the Himalayan Basin (Guilbaud et al., 2012), and the 

Wuqia Group and the Artux Formation in the south-western Tarim Basin (Zheng et al., 2006). On the 

other hand, the prevailing carbonate cement can preserve intergranular space and improve reservoir 

quality by providing secondary porosity under the specific circumstance of intensive dissolution (Al-

Ramadan et al., 2004; Hakimi et al., 2012). 

At foreland basin margins, fracture networks are widely developed accompanied with intensive 

deformation in fold-and-thrust belts (Iñigo et al., 2012; Liu et al., 2017). These fracture networks can 

play a fundamental role both in fluid migration and the resulting reservoir quality, especially in 

reservoirs with low matrix porosity and permeability (Casini et al., 2011; Watkins et al., 2018; Wang et 
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al., 2020). Fracture intensity can be controlled by multiple factors in folded sedimentary successions, 

mainly including the sedimentary characteristics and the structural position. Fracture intensity and 

connectivity tend to be higher in high strain fold crests or forelimbs, such as in the cases of the Puig-

reig anticline in the South-eastern Pyrenees (Sun et al., 2021), the Achnashellach Culmination in the 

Southern Moine Thrust Belt (Watkins et al., 2015), or the Sub-Andean fold-thrust belt (Iñigo et al., 2012). 

In alluvial-fluvial deposits, variable sedimentary characteristics can exert significant effects on fracture 

intensity. Proximal fluvial deposits, dominated by large and thick conglomerate and sandstone layers, 

tend to have lower fracture intensity than medial fluvial deposits, which are defined by interlayered 

conglomerate or sandstone layers and fine deposits (Sun et al., 2021). This is because fracture intensity 

tends to present a negative correlation with bedding thickness (Huang and Angelier, 1989; Florez-Niño 

et al., 2005). Besides, the interlayered competent conglomerate and sandstone layers and incompetent 

fine deposits in medial fluvial deposits result in high competence contrast between these distinct 

mechanical stratigraphic layers, which favours the development of joints or faults (Sibson, 1996; 

Wilkins et al., 2014). For tight conglomerate and sandstone reservoirs at basin margins, fracture 

networks can significantly improve reservoir potential (Watkins et al., 2018; Sun et al., 2021). 

In summary, compared to deposits in basin centre localities where reservoir quality is mainly 

controlled by depositional and diagenetic characteristics, basin proximal reservoirs are most likely to be 

tectonically deformed and feature variable fracture networks. Matrix porosity is mainly controlled by 

depositional facies and diagenetic, while fracture networks are mainly controlled by depositional 

characteristics and structural position, e.g., in the Puig-reig anticline (Figs. 8, 9). In the right 

circumstances an effective combination of both structure and facies can make basin margin locations 

potential areas for effective reservoirs, even in the case of low matrix porosity. 

6 Conclusions 

The lithofacies and sedimentary facies of the folded fluvial succession in the Puig-reig anticline, 

located at the north-eastern margin of the Ebro Foreland Basin (SE Pyrenees), have been analysed to 

explore the reservoir potential in the studied anticline and other similar systems at basin margins. Based 

on a comprehensive analysis of lithofacies, porosity, cement and fracture intensity distribution, the 

following conclusions can be highlighted: 

(1) The Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona formations in the Puig-reig anticline were deposited as part 

of proximal to medial deposits of a fluvial fan system. The proximal deposits in the study area are 

characterised by unconfined flash floods and wide-shallow channel streams. They are dominated by 

thick and large sheet-like conglomerate bodies with minor interlayered sandstones, and mainly 

spread in the northern limb of the anticline. The medial deposits are characterised by braided channel 

streams and overbanks, dominated by the interbedded conglomerates, sandstones and claystones, 
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which finally change to terminal deposits in the distal portion close to the basin centre. 

(2) The fluvial deposits present overall low matrix porosity due to intensive compaction and calcite 

cementation, with relatively high porosity developed in Sm and Sch lithofacies in the medial fluvial 

fan. Fracture intensity is mainly affected by structural position, bedding thickness and lithological 

association, with relatively higher values developed in sandstone lithofacies in the high strain zones 

of the anticline. Sandstone lithofacies deposited in the medial fluvial fan and located in the crest and 

crest-limb transition zones presents relatively higher potential to be effective reservoirs.  

(3) The comprehensive analysis of the Puig-reig anticline can provide an effective analogue for the 

exploration of subsurface reservoirs. The comparison with other similar settings worldwide shows 

reservoir potential is comprehensively controlled by sedimentology, diagenesis and deformation at 

basin margins. An effective combination of both structure and facies can make basin margin 

locations potential areas for effective reservoirs, even in the case of low matrix porosity. 
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Appendix 4 Fracture distribution in a folded fluvial 

succession: the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees) 
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Appendix 5 Origin and distribution of calcite cements and 

their effects on reservoir potential in a folded fluvial 

succession: the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) 
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J.D., Travé, A., 2021. Fluid evolution and calcite cementation in a folded fluvial succession at an 
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Origin and distribution of calcite cements and their effects on reservoir 

potential in a folded fluvial succession: the Puig-reig anticline (SE Pyrenees) 

Xiaolong Suna, Enrique Gomez-Rivasa, David Crusetb, Juan Alcaldeb, Daniel Muñoz-Lópeza, 

Irene Cantareroa, Juan Diego Martín-Martína, Cédric M. Johnc, Anna Travéa 

a Departament de Mineralogia, Petrologia i Geologia Aplicada, Facultat de Ciències de la Terra, 

Universitat de Barcelona (UB), c/ Martí i Franquès s/n, Barcelona, 08028, Spain 

b Geosciences Barcelona (GEO3BCN-CSIC), Lluís Solé i Sabarís s/n, Barcelona, 08028, Spain 
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Abstract: As one of the predominant diagenetic products in clastic rocks, calcite cements are typical 

fingerprints of cement-forming fluids and are key controls on reservoir quality. The Puig-reig anticline, 

in the south-eastern Pyrenees, exposes excellent fluvial outcrops that underwent folding, fracturing and 

cementation. This anticline constitutes an excellent case study to investigate the origin and distribution 

of calcite cements during folding evolution and how they affect reservoir quality. Based on structural, 

petrological and geochemical analyses (carbon, oxygen, strontium and clumped isotopes and elemental 

composition), five generations of calcite cements (Cc0 to Cc4) have been identified, filling intergranular 

porosity of host rocks, faults and four fracture sets (F1 to F4). Cc0 precipitated in intergranular porosity 

from meteoric fluids in the phreatic zone during the early diagenetic stage. During the most intense 

phase of thrusting and folding, Cc1 precipitated in intergranular porosity, faults and F1 to F4 fracture 

sets from hydrothermal fluids that migrated from deeper areas of the Pyrenean chain. During the late 

stage of fold growth, Cc2 mainly precipitated in faults in the anticline crest. Cc2 could have resulted 

from the mixing between asynchronous hydrothermal and meteoric fluids or from hydrothermal fluids 

but at a shallower burial depth and with a greater admixture of meteoric waters than that of Cc1. Cc3 

mainly precipitated in faults and F1 and F4 fracture sets in the north-western part of the anticline. Its 

parent fluids were dominated by formation fluids that probably migrated through the frontal thrust of 

the SE Pyrenees. During continuous fold denudation, Cc4 precipitated from meteoric fluids in F1 to F4 

fracture sets across the anticline. At foreland basin margins, external fluids coeval with compressional 

deformation and/or substantial detrital carbonates of clastic rocks contribute to intensive calcite 

cementation. This can result in an overall occlusion of porosity and significantly damaged reservoir 

quality. 

Keywords: calcite cementation; fluid regime; fluvial reservoir; anticline; Pyrenees 
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1 Introduction 

Calcite in the form of cement is one of the predominant authigenic minerals in clastic rocks (Morad, 

1998; Walderhaug & Bjørkum, 1998). The presence and distribution of calcite cement can exert 

significant effects on reservoir quality and heterogeneity (Dutton et al., 2002; Davis et al., 2006; Van 

den Bril et al., 2007; Xiong et al., 2016; Cui et al., 2017; Wang et al., 2017). In clastic rock settings, 

different phases of calcite cements can successively precipitate from local or external fluids during the 

evolution of sedimentary basins and orogens. On the macro scale, calcite cement distribution within 

clastic rocks is mainly controlled by the depositional environments and the stacking patterns of sequence 

stratigraphy (Morad, 1998; Taylor et al., 2000; El-ghali et al., 2006; Morad et al., 2010), and has been 

widely studied in shallow marine (Bjørkum & Walderhaug, 1990b; Walderhaug & Bjørkum, 1998; 

Taylor et al., 2000; Nyman et al., 2014), deep-water turbidite (Carvalho et al., 1995; Dos Anjos et al., 

2000; Dutton, 2008; Mansurbeg et al., 2009; Yang et al., 2018) and alluvial-fluvial settings (Hall et al., 

2004; Wanas, 2008; Taylor & Machent, 2011; Cruset et al., 2016; Olanipekun & Azmy, 2021). Another 

factor that controls cement distribution in rocks at multiple scales is the development of faults and 

fractures, which control fluid migration across different hydrostratigraphic units (Evans & Fischer, 2012; 

Evans et al., 2012). On the small scale, cement distribution is controlled by lithofacies and reservoir 

porosity and permeability, in a way that cementation tends to affect the more permeable deposits (Dutton 

et al., 2002; Hall et al., 2004; Van Den Bril & Swennen, 2009). Thus, calcite cement tends to be 

heterogeneously distributed and can exert key effects on reservoir quality, such as the partial or total 

reduction of permeability (Dutton et al., 2002). 

Fracture networks tend to form in fold-and-thrust belts and their adjacent foreland basin margins due 

to intensive deformation. Calcite cementation of these fractures and their host rocks can be used to 

unravel the history and timing of fluid migration events (Hansman et al., 2018; Cruset et al., 2020b), the 

evolution of fluid regimes, the degree of fluid-rock interaction, and the deformation history of related 

structures (Travé et al., 1997, 1998; Bons et al., 2012; Beaudoin et al., 2014). The interplay between 

rock deformation, fluid flow and diagenesis in compressive settings has been analysed in many case 

studies, including examples from the Apennines (Smeraglia et al., 2018; Beaudoin et al., 2020), the 

Bighorn Basin in the Sevier fold-and-thrust belt (Beaudoin et al., 2011, 2013, 2014), the Oman 

Mountains (Breesch et al., 2009; Gomez-Rivas et al., 2014; Balsamo et al., 2016), the Sicilian fold-and-

thrust belt (Dewever et al., 2010, 2013), and the Zagros fold-and-thrust belt (Ceriani et al., 2011; 

Shariatinia et al., 2013), among many others. The South Pyrenees is also an ideal natural laboratory due 

to its well-preserved and well-exposed outcrops. However, previous studies mainly focused on 

unravelling the relationships between fluid flow and deformation in the cover thrust sheets (Travé et al., 

1997; Lacroix et al., 2011, 2014, 2018; Beaudoin et al., 2015; Crognier et al., 2018; Cruset et al., 2018, 

2020a; Nardini et al., 2019; Muñoz-López et al., 2020a; b), whereas only a few studies focused on the 
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Ebro Foreland Basin (e.g., Travé et al., 2000, 2007; Cruset et al., 2016). On the other hand, 

compressional settings have high potential for carbon capture and storage (CCS) (Sun et al., 2020). The 

Ebro Foreland Basin has been assessed as one of the priority regions for CCS development in Spain 

(Sun et al., 2021a). However, there is significant uncertainty on the suitability assessment of storage 

sites in this hydrocarbon-limited basin due to the very limited geological and geophysical exploration 

data available. Thus, well-exposed structures of this area can be used as analogues to explore cement 

distribution, fluid evolution, and their effects on reservoir potential of such reservoir structures at depth. 

The Puig-reig anticline, at the north-eastern margin of the Ebro Foreland Basin, exposes excellent 

outcrops of proximal to medial fluvial deposits. These outcrops are composed of interlayered 

conglomerates, sandstones and claystones and mainly belong to the Camps de Vall-Llonga and Solsona 

Formations. The sedimentary characteristics and fracture networks of these folded deposits from the 

Puig-reig anticline have been studied previously by Sun et al. (2021b, 2021c). Previously, Cruset et al. 

(2016) carried out a study of the geochemistry of calcite cements restricted to the anticline crest to 

unravel the composition of the fluids from which these cements precipitated. They described two 

cementation phases, the first of them related to the early fold growth and the second one associated with 

the crestal collapse. Based on previous studies, here we identify the complete sequence of calcite 

cementation filling both intergranular porosity and fractures in the whole anticline and during the 

complete fold evolution. We also unravel the conditions under which these cements precipitated and 

relate them to the sedimentological and structural evolution of the Puig-reig anticline. For this purpose, 

we use a multidisciplinary approach that integrates structural, petrographic and geochemical analyses 

of fracture-filling and intergranular porosity-filling calcite cements. Contrary to previous studies, special 

emphasis is put on understanding the distribution of calcite cement across different lithofacies and 

structural positions of the anticline. Based on the comprehensive analysis of cement distribution in the 

Puig-reig anticline, the results are compared with those reported from other areas worldwide in order to 

discuss universal rules for the distribution of calcite cement and the effects on reservoir potential in 

different settings. 

2 Geological setting 

The Pyrenees constitute an asymmetrical and doubly verging orogenic belt that generated during the 

collision between the Iberian and Eurasian plates from the Late Cretaceous to the Miocene (Muñoz, 

1992; Vergés et al., 2002). This orogen comprises an antiformal stack of basement-involved thrusts (the 

Axial Zone), southward sided to the South Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt and finally propagated to the 

Ebro Foreland Basin (Choukroune, 1989; Roure et al., 1989; Muñoz, 1992). The Vallfogona thrust acts 

as the major frontal thrust between the South Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt and the eastern Ebro 

Foreland Basin (Fig. 1A, B, C). Vergés (1993) interpreted the Puig-reig anticline as a growth anticline 
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at the footwall of the Vallfogona thrust due to a duplex stack at depth, which can be observed in the 

seismic profiles across this anticline (Fig. 1C). In the deeper part, the Banyoles and Igualada Formations 

are composed of marine marls and deltaic sandstones deposited during the Middle and Late Eocene. 

These marine deposits were duplicated by thrusting and detached above the Lutetian Beuda gypsums 

and the late Priabonian Cardona salts (Vergés et al., 1992; Serra-Kiel et al., 2003a; b). In the upper and 

outcropping part of the Puig-reig anticline, the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation were deposited 

from alluvial to fluvial systems from the Late Eocene to the Oligocene, after the transition from marine 

to continental depositional environments (Costa et al., 2010). The Puig-reig anticline trends ESE/WNW 

and is slightly oblique to the main Pyrenean structures (Vergés, 1993). This gentle anticline has a 

wavelength of more than 10 km. 

At the proximal area of the footwall of the Vallfogona thrust ramp, the Berga Group consists of coarse 

alluvial and proximal fluvial deposits and presents growth strata geometries (Ford et al., 1997; Suppe et 

al., 1997), which are dated between around 34 and 31 Ma (Carrigan et al., 2016). These coarse deposits 

become progressively finer-grained and thinner bedded towards the Ebro Foreland Basin and wedge out 

into the fluvial Solsona Formation (Williams et al., 1998; Barrier et al., 2010). Focusing on the outcrops 

of the Camps de Vall-Llonga (a sub-unit of the Berga Group) and Solsona Formations in the Puig-reig 

anticline (Fig. 1D), Sun et al. (2021b) interpreted these formations as deposited from a proximal to 

medial fluvial system. This anticline can be divided into five structural positions from north to south, 

i.e., north limb, crest-north limb transition zone (NTZ), crest, crest-south limb transition zone (STZ) and 

south limb (Fig. 1E). The proximal fluvial deposits, which concentrate in the north limb of the anticline 

and especially in the northwest part, are characterised by conglomerates with minor interbedded 

sandstones. These deposits represent sedimentary environments of unconfined flash floods or wide-

shallow channel streams. The proximal-medial fluvial deposits, covering the NTZ, crest and STZ zones 

of the anticline, consist of interbedded beds of conglomerates, sandstones and claystones. The medial-

distal fluvial deposits dominate the south limb of the anticline and consist of interbedded beds of 

sandstones and claystones. These medial fluvial deposits represent sedimentary environments of braided 

channel streams and overbanks. The distal fluvial deposits are located southward of our study area, and 

are composed of terminal lobes representing low lake-level stages and fluvial-dominated deltas and 

interdistributary bays representing high lake-level stages (Sáez et al., 2007). 

Based on a previous study on fracture networks (Sun et al., 2021c), the anticline crest features 

abundant fractures and a system of faults, including strike-slip and normal faults characterised by 

displacements lower than 20 m. Other scarce small-scale low-angle reverse faults with displacements 

lower than 2 m are also present, which were previously observed in other studies (Cruset et al., 2016). 

Other structural positions are characterised by abundant fractures and a few strike-slip faults. Based on 

the fracture orientations and their relationships with the fold hinge, Sun et al. (2021c) identified four 
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fracture sets (not including faults) in the Puig-reig anticline with the following strikes: F1 (NNW-SSE), 

F2 (ENE-WSW), F3 (WNW-ESE) and F4 (NNE-SSW) (Fig. 2A). Fractures of the F4 set are difficult to 

identify because they are sub-parallel to most outcrop sections. The anticline crest features relatively 

high fracture intensity and variable fracture orientations including F1 to F3 sets (Fig. 2B). The NTZ 

shows a predominant F1 set and moderate fracture intensity. The STZ shows variable fracture sets like 

the anticline crest and moderate fracture intensity. The north and south limbs feature a predominant F1 

set and relatively low fracture intensity. 

 

Figure 1. (A) Geographical location and (B) main structural units of the South Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt and 
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the Ebro Foreland Basin (Vergés, 1993). (C) Geological cross-section of the frontal part of the SE Pyrenean fold-

and-thrust belt and the Ebro Foreland Basin (Vergés, 1993). The seismic profile (Line S-2) is from the Spanish 

Geophysical Information System (Instituto Geológico y Minero de España, 1977). (D) Distribution of the Berga 

Group and the Solsona Formation and location of the studied outcrops. The strata distribution is based on the 

regional geological map of Catalonia (Institut Cartogràfic i Geològic de Catalunya, 2006). The subdivision of the 

Berga Group follows the scheme of Williams et al. (1998). (E) Geological cross-section of the north-eastern margin 

of the Ebro Foreland Basin, modified from Williams et al. (1998) and Barrier et al. (2010). 

 

 

Figure 2. Distribution of fracture attributes in the Puig-reig anticline (modified from Sun et al., 2021c): (A) Rose 

diagram displaying fracture strike distribution (‘n’ is the number of fractures) and (B) fracture intensity in different 

structural positions (‘n’ is the number of linear scanlines). 

3 Methods 

3.1 Outcrops and samples 

The Puig-reig anticline exposes excellent outcrops that mainly consist of deposits of the Camps de 

Vall-Llonga and Solsona Formations. These outcrops are distributed in the cross-sections along roads 

that cut through the structure in a roughly north-south direction (i.e., almost perpendicular to the fold 

trace), between the towns of Sant Llorenç de Morunys in the north and Solsona in the south (Fig 1B and 

D). In this study, fractures hosting calcite veins were plotted in equal-area lower-hemisphere stereograms. 

Samples of host rocks and fracture-filling veins, representing different structural positions of the 

anticline and different lithofacies, were selected for petrographic and geochemical analyses. 

3.2 Petrography 

A total of 108 polished thin sections of host rocks and fracture-filling calcite veins were made for 

petrographic observations. These were analysed to determine host rock compositions and to distinguish 

different generations of calcite cements using a Zeiss Axiophot optical microscope and a Technosyn 

Cold Cathodoluminescence microscope, model 8200 Mk5-1 operating 16 to 17 kV and 270 to 290 μA 
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gun current. Among these, 30 sandstone thin sections were selected to determine rock composition using 

the point-counting method. In addition, 60 thin sections from different lithofacies were selected to 

determine porosity and cement content of host rocks using NIS Elements and ImageJ software 

(Schneider et al., 2012). Based on the colour differences between different components, porosity was 

determined using microphotographs in parallel nicols, while cement content was determined using 

microphotographs in cathodoluminescence. 

3.3 Carbon and oxygen isotopes 

A total of 27 samples of fracture-filling veins and intergranular porosity-filling cements were selected 

for carbon- and oxygen-isotope analysis for different generations of calcite cements. Using a 500 μm-

diameter dental drill, 50-70 μg of calcite powders were reacted with 100% phosphoric acid for five 

minutes at 70○C. The resultant CO2 was analysed using an automated Kiel Carbonate Device coupled to 

an isotope ratio mass spectrometer Thermo Finnigan MAT-252 following a modified McCrea’s method 

(1950). The results were calibrated with secondary standards (RC-1 and CECC), traceable to NBS-18 

and NBS-19 international standards. The standard deviation is ±0.01‰ for δ13C and ±0.03‰ for δ18O 

with respect to the VPDB standard (Vienna Pee Dee Belemnite) 

3.4 Clumped isotope thermometry 

Clumped isotope thermometry was applied to four samples of calcite cements to calculate the 

temperatures and δ18O values of the fluids from which these calcite cements precipitated. Measurements 

were carried out in the Qatar Stable Isotope Laboratory at Imperial College London using a fully 

automated system, Imperial Batch Extraction (IBEX), and following the method of Adlan et al. (2020). 

Around 4 mg aliquots of calcite powders for each sample were individually dropped into 105% 

phosphoric acid at 90°C and reacted for 10 min on an automated IBEX device. The resultant CO2 was 

separated with a Porapak-Q trap and transferred into the bellows of a Thermo MAT 253 isotope ratio 

mass spectrometer (Thermo Instrument, Bremen, Germany). The characterisation of a replicate 

consisted of 8 acquisitions in dual inlet mode with 7 cycles per acquisition. The post-acquisition 

processing was completed using the free software Easotope (John & Bowen, 2016). We used the new 

Intercarb (I-CDES) approach to correcting our clumped isotope samples (Bernasconi et al., 2021) which 

relies on normalisation using 4 carbonate standards: ETH1 (0.205 ± 0016‰), ETH2 (0.209 ± 0.0015‰), 

ETH3 (0.613 ± 0.0014‰) and ETH4 (0.451 ± 0.0018‰). Values in the I-CDES are reported without 

acid correction factor at 90˚C. The raw Δ47 data were corrected for non-linearity using the pressure 

baseline correction (Bernasconi et al., 2013). Samples were measured three times (three replicate) and 

the average results were converted to temperatures using the interlaboratory calibration of Anderson et 

al. (2021). The calibration includes data from the Qatar Stable Isotope Laboratory, extends from 0-350˚C, 

and is measured using the new I-CDES scale: it is thus an ideal calibration for our study. Carbonate δ18O 
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values were corrected with the acid fractionation factors of Kim et al. (2015). The δ18Ofluid was calculated 

using the equation of Kim et al. (2007) with the clumped isotope temperatures and the carbonate δ18O 

values, and are expressed in ‰ with respect to the Vienna Standard Mean Ocean Water (VSMOW). 

3.5 Strontium isotopes 

Strontium isotopes (87Sr/86Sr) were measured for four samples of calcite cements. 10 to 20 mg of 

calcite powders for each sample were rinsed in ultrasonic MilliQ water to remove detrital contaminants. 

Each sample was treated individually to ensure that sufficient rinsing steps were applied. Cleaned 

fragments were dissolved in dilute nitric acid, and the resulting solution was centrifuged at medium 

speed for 20 minutes, and the supernatant was transferred to clean PFA beakers. Sr was separated from 

matrix and Rb using an extraction resin type Eichrom Sr-Spec in the ultra-clean laboratory LIRA (UB). 

Sr isotope ratios were determined by multicollector inductively coupled mass spectrometry on a Nu 

Instruments (Wrexham, UK) Plasma 3 MC-ICPMS at the University of Barcelona (CCiT-UB). 87Sr/86Sr 

ratios were normalized for instrumental mass bias with respect to the reference value of 86Sr/88Sr = 

0.1194. Instrumental drift was corrected by sample-standard bracketing (SSB) using NBS987 = 

0.710230 as the primary standard with matching standard and sample Sr concentrations. External 

analytical reproducibility during the session is 87Sr/86Sr = 0.710339 ± 0.000012 (2σ, n=14). 

3.6 Elemental composition 

Nine carbon-coated polished thin sections were selected to analyse major, minor and trace element 

concentrations on a CAMECA SX-50 electron microprobe. The microprobe was operated using 20 kV 

of excitation potential, 6 nA of current intensity and a beam diameter of 10 μm. In total, more than 400 

probe points were selected, covering all generations of calcite cements recognized by petrographic 

observations. Detection limits are 107 ppm for Ca, 112 ppm for Mg, 119 ppm for Mn, 254 ppm for Sr, 

77 ppm for Fe and 139 ppm for Na. Precision on major element analyses averages 1.03% standard error 

at 3σ confidence levels. 

4 Results 

4.1 Petrology of host rocks 

Based on Folk’s (1980) sandstone classification, all fluvial sandstone samples of the study area plot 

within the litharenite field (Fig. 3A). Framework grains are mainly composed of lithic fragments (60% 

to 90%) with minor quartz (5% to 30%) and very limited feldspar. Based on Zuffa’s (1980) classification 

of hybrid arenites, these samples mainly plot in the carbonate extrarenite field with a minor number in 

the non-carbonate extrarenite field (Fig. 3B). The contents of carbonate extrabasinal grains range from 

40% to 70%, mainly sourced from the Mesozoic-Cenozoic successions of the South Pyrenean cover 

thrust sheets and the Pyrenean Axial Zone (Devonian carbonates). The contents of non-carbonate 
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extrabasinal grains, including non-carbonate lithic, quartz and feldspar grains, range from 30% to 60%, 

mainly sourced from the Pyrenean Axial Zone (Riba, 1976; Williams et al., 1998; Barrier et al., 2010). 

The proximal fluvial fan has a slightly higher content in carbonate extrabasinal grains, compared to the 

medial fluvial fan. As shown in Fig. 3C, most samples present very low porosity, mainly ranging from 

0% to 3%, with an average value of 1.2%. All samples have high contents of intergranular porosity-

filling calcite cements, mainly ranging from 5% to 15%, with an average value of 11.6%. Most porosity 

has been destroyed by compaction and occluded by cementation. 

4.2 Petrology of calcite cements 

Field and microscope observations allow characterising the distribution and petrographic 

characteristics of fracture-filling and intergranular porosity-filling calcite cements (Fig. 4). Five calcite 

cement generations (Cc0 to Cc4) have been recognized in the Puig-reig anticline. Among these, Cc1 and 

Cc2 correspond to the two cementation phases identified by Cruset et al. (2016). 

Cc0 calcite cement precipitated in intergranular pores but not in fractures. Although Cc0 only filled a 

small fraction of intergranular porosity, it can be found in different structural positions across the 

anticline and in different lithofacies from sandstones to conglomerates. Cc0 generally precipitated along 

clast edges, which is more frequently observed in conglomerate and coarse sandstone lithofacies due to 

their larger size of intergranular pores. Cc0 consists of subhedral to euhedral blocky to slightly bladed 

crystals, with crystal sizes smaller than 0.5 mm. Mechanical twins are rarely observed in this cement 

generation. Under cathodoluminescence, Cc0 crystals are non-luminescent with bright orange zonation 

(Fig. 4A1 and A2). 

Cc1 calcite cement precipitated in both intergranular pores and fractures. Cc1 filled most intergranular 

porosity in all structural positions and lithofacies. This cement presents anhedral to subhedral blocky 

crystal morphology with crystal sizes mainly ranging from 5 to 500 μm and with some mechanical twins. 

In terms of veins, Cc1 filled fractures in different structural positions across the anticline and precipitated 

in reverse and strike-slip faults and F1 to F4 fracture sets (Fig. 4B1). This cement is characterised by 

subhedral to euhedral blocky to slightly elongated crystals with long axes generally perpendicular to 

fracture walls, and sometimes presents increasing crystal sizes from fracture walls to their centres. 

Besides, this cement occasionally presents subhedral elongated crystal textures arranged parallel to 

fracture walls, where multi-episodic veins are bounded by shear planes and have single vein widths 

generally smaller than 1 mm (Fig. 4B2 to B4). Crystal sizes of Cc1 veins can be up to 3 mm, but mainly 

range between 0.1 and 1 mm. Cc1 shows mechanical twins and homogeneously bright orange 

luminescence in both intergranular porosity and fractures. Cc1 filled the residual intergranular pores 

where Cc0 precipitated along clast edges (Fig. 4A1 and A2), indicating that Cc1 developed after Cc0. 
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Figure 3. Classification of sandstones based on framework grain composition after (A) Folk’s (1980) and (B) 

Zuffa’s (1980) classification schemes. (C) Cross-plot of intergranular volume vs. cement content and porosity loss 

by compaction vs. cementation of sandstones after Houseknecht’s (1987) method. 
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Figure 4. Lower hemisphere Schmidt stereoplots of fractures hosting calcite veins, as well as hand specimens and 

paired optical and CL microphotographs for different generations of calcite cements. ‘n’ represents the number of 

samples. (A1-A2) Cc0 calcite cement filled the intergranular porosity of host rocks and presents CL zonation 

characteristic; (B1-B4) Cc1 filled F1 to F4 fracture sets and intergranular porosity and presents homogeneous 

bright orange luminescence; (C1-C4) Cc2 veins developed in F1 fracture set and present duller luminescence than 

Cc1 filling intergranular porosity; (C5-C6) limited Cc2 cement filled residual pores after Cc0 and Cc1; (D1-D4) 

Cc3 veins precipitated in F1 and F4 fracture sets and present duller luminescence than Cc1 filling intergranular 

porosity; (E1-E4) Cc4 veins precipitated in F1 to F4 fracture sets and present non non-luminescent characteristic. 

Cc2 calcite cement mainly precipitated in normal and strike-slip faults and fractures of the F1 set (Fig. 

4C1). This cement concentrates in the anticline crest and occasionally in the NTZ and north limb of the 

anticline. It is formed by euhedral blocky to slightly elongated crystals with sizes up to 10 mm, but 

generally between 0.2 and 5 mm (Fig. 4C2 to C4). Cc2 presents mechanical twins and relatively dull 

orange luminescence compared to Cc1. It is inferred that Cc2 developed after Cc1 based on the 

following observations: in all samples hosting Cc2 veins, intergranular porosity was cemented by Cc1 

(Fig. 4C3 and C4); and in one sample where intergranular pores were mainly filled by Cc1, limited Cc2 

precipitated in the residual pores (Fig. 4C5 and C6). Besides, Cruset et al. (2016) recognised the sharp 

or gradual evolution from Cc1 to Cc2 within shear veins. 

Cc3 calcite cement occasionally precipitated in F1 and F4 fracture sets (Fig. 4D1) in section C (Fig. 

1D), i.e., at the western zone of the north limb of the anticline. This cement consists of euhedral blocky 

crystals, with large crystal sizes generally ranging from 1 to 20 mm (Fig. 4D2 to D4). Cc3 presents 

abundant mechanical twins and very dull luminescence. Occasionally, this cement shows a subtle 

zonation under cathodoluminescence (Fig. D4). Intergranular porosity was cemented by Cc1 in all 

samples hosting Cc3 veins, indicating that Cc3 developed after Cc1 (Fig. 4D3 and D4). However, the 

relative timing between Cc2 and Cc3 is not clear due to the lack of direct contacts between these two 

veins observed in this study. 

Cc4 calcite cement precipitated in F1 to F4 fracture sets (Fig. 4E1), and can be identified in all the 

structural positions of the anticline. Cc4 is commonly found in fracture coatings as small as 1 mm-thick, 

but occasionally occurs as up to 10 mm-thick veins (Fig. 4E2). This cement is mainly characterised by 

anhedral to subhedral blocky crystals and a palisade structure of anhedral to subhedral bladed crystals 

(Fig. 4E2 to E4). Crystal sizes of Cc4 are up to 1 mm, but generally vary between 0.1 and 0.5 mm. This 

cement is generally non-luminescent under cathodoluminescence. Cc4 precipitated in some reopened 

fractures filled by previous cements (Fig. 4E3 and E4) and does not present crystals with clear 

mechanical twins (Fig. 4E2), indicating that Cc4 probably precipitated in relatively recent times after 

intensive compression. 
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4.4 Geochemistry of calcite cements 

4.4.1 Carbon and oxygen isotopes 

Due to the small size of intergranular porosity-filling Cc0, it was difficult to sample this cement and 

thus it was left out of various isotope analyses, including carbon, oxygen, strontium and clumped 

isotopes. The carbon and oxygen isotopic composition of conglomerate carbonate clasts and Cc1 to Cc4 

generations of calcite cements is summarised in Table 1 and presented in Fig. 5A. The data of carbonate 

clasts are from Cruset et al. (2016). The carbonate clasts present a wide range of carbon and oxygen 

isotopic composition with δ13C values ranging from -3.2 to +3.1‰ VPDB and δ18O values from -8.9 to 

-3.1‰ VPDB. Cc1 shows δ13C values between -3.3 and +0.8‰ VPDB and δ18O values between -8.0 

and -4.9‰ VPDB. Cc2 shows δ13C values between -1.6 and +0.1‰ VPDB and δ18O values between -

10.2 and -8.4‰ VPDB. Cc3 presents δ13C values between -0.1 and +0.8‰ VPDB and δ18O values 

between -4.6 and -3.4‰ VPDB. Cc4 has δ13C values ranging from -10.2 to -4.2‰ VPDB and δ18O 

values from -8.0 and -5.1‰ VPDB. The δ13C values of Cc1 to Cc3 are within the δ13C range of carbonate 

clasts of host rocks, whereas Cc4 displays depleted δ13C values with respect to carbonate clasts. Cc3 

shows slightly higher δ13C values than Cc1 and Cc2. The δ18O values of Cc1, Cc3 and Cc4 are within 

the δ18O range of carbonate clasts, whereas Cc2 presents slightly depleted δ18O values with respect to 

carbonate clasts. Cc3 presents higher δ18O values than Cc1 and Cc4, while Cc1 and Cc4 present higher 

δ18O values than Cc2. 

4.4.2 Clumped isotope thermometry 

The Δ47 and estimated temperatures in °C and δ18Ofluid in ‰ VSMOW of Cc1 to Cc4 generations of 

calcite cements are listed in Table 1 and presented in Fig. 5B. The data of Cc1 and Cc2 are from Cruset 

et al. (2016). The Δ47 values of Cc1 and Cc2 are modified from Cruset et al. (2016) by removing the 

acid correction factor (0.069‰ at 90˚C) to be able to compare to the values of Cc3 and Cc4 in the I-

CDES that is expressed without correction factor at 90˚C. For Cc1, Δ47 values are 0.479 ± 0.009‰ and 

0.425 ± 0.010‰, which translate to temperatures of 92 ± 5○C and 129 ± 8○C and δ18Ofluid values of +4.7 

± 0.6‰ and +9.2 ± 0.7‰ VSMOW. For Cc2, Δ47 values are 0.505 ± 0.010‰ and 0.482 ± 0.004‰, which 

translate to temperatures of 77 ± 5○C and 90 ± 3○C and δ18Ofluid values of −1.7 ± 0.7‰ and −0.7 ± 0.3‰ 

VSMOW. For Cc3, Δ47 values are 0.527 ± 0.001‰ and 0.501 ± 0.007‰, which are converted to 

temperatures of 49○C to 50○C and 59○C to 65○C and δ18Ofluid values of 3.9 to 4.3‰ VSMOW and 5.2 to 

6.4‰ VSMOW. For Cc4, Δ47 values are 0.619 ± 0.014‰ and 0.609 ± 0.012‰, which are converted to 

temperatures of 12○C to 21○C and 16○C to 23○C and δ18Ofluid values of -5.7 to -3.6‰ VSMOW and -5 

to -3.4‰ VSMOW. 

Table 1. δ18O and δ13C values of conglomerate carbonate clasts and Cc1 to Cc4 generations of calcite cements. 

Δ47, temperatures and δ18Ofluid obtained from clumped isotope thermometry for Cc1 to Cc4. 87Sr/86Sr ratios of host 
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rocks and Cc1 to Cc4. δ18O and δ13C values of carbonate clasts, clumped isotope data of Cc1 and Cc2, and 87Sr/86Sr 

ratios of host rocks, Cc1 and Cc2 are from Cruset et al. (2016). Δ47 values of Cc1 and Cc2 are modified from 

Cruset et al. (2016) by removing the acid correction factor (0.069‰ at 90˚C) to be able to compare to 

the values of Cc3 and Cc4 in the I-CDES that is expressed without correction factor at 90˚C. 

Sample Cement / host rock δ13C VPDB δ18O VPDB Δ47 T °C δ18Ofluid VSMOW 87Sr/86Sr 

AF2-10 Cc1 +0.8 -7.4     

AF2-11 Cc1 0 -8     

AF2-8 Cc1 -2.8 -7.7     

AF-3 Cc1 +0.7 -7.9     

AF-6 Cc1 -0.7 -7.9     

B-1 Cc1 -1.5 -8     

BM-1 Cc1 -1.7 -6.8     

BM-3 Cc1 -3.3 -6.7     

CF-1 Cc1 +0.8 -5     

CF-4 Cc1 +0.5 -6.7     

DS-2 Cc1 -1.2 -7.4     

DS-5 Cc1 +0.6 -7.4     

309B1 Cc1   0.479 ± 0.009 92 ± 5 +4.7 ± 0.6  

317 Cc1   0.425 ± 0.010 129 ± 8 +9.2 ± 0.7  

309A Cc1      0.709246 

314C Cc1      0.709138 

A3-1 Intergranular Cc1 +0.6 -7.4     

C3-2 Intergranular Cc1 +0.3 -4.9     

H5-1 Intergranular Cc1 0 -7.8     

AF2-5 Cc2 -1.6 -8.6     

AF-4 Cc2 +0.1 -8.4     

CF2-1 Cc2 0 -9.6     

CF-6 Cc2 -0.5 -10.2     

311A Cc2   0.505 ± 0.010 77 ± 5 −1.7 ± 0.7 0.708947 

311D Cc2   0.482 ± 0.004 90 ± 3 −0.7 ± 0.3 0.709002 

C3-3 Cc3 +0.6 -4.6     

CF2-4 Cc3 +0.8 -3.4 0.527 ± 0.001 50 (49 to 50) +4.2 (+3.9 to +4.3) 0.708747 

CF-3 Cc3 -0.1 -3.8 0.501 ± 0.007 62 (59 to 65) +5.8 (+5.2 to +6.4) 0.708813 

B-3 Cc4 -4.2 -8     

BD-2 Cc4 -10 -5.8 0.619 ± 0.014 16 (12 to 21) -4.8 (-5.7 to -3.6) 0.710208 

G-1 Cc4 -10.2 -5.1     

H-4 Cc4 -8.5 -5.5 0.609 ± 0.012 19 (16 to 23) -4.3 (-5 to -3.4) 0.708757 

H-5 Cc4 -9.4 -7.8     

302 Carbonate clast -3.2 -4.7     

303 Carbonate clast +3.1 -3.1     

311F Carbonate clast +1.2 -7.2     

311G Carbonate clast -0.8 -8.9     

312A Carbonate clast +0.6 -3.4     

GP-R4 Mudstone host rock      0.708865 

IP-R Host-marly limestone      0.708967 
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Figure 5. (A) δ18O vs. δ13C cross-plot of conglomerate carbonate clasts and Cc1 to Cc4 generations of calcite 

cements. δ18O and δ13C values of carbonate clasts are from Cruset et al. (2016). (B) Temperatures of precipitation 

in °C vs. δ18Ofluid in ‰ VSMOW calculated from clumped isotope thermometry for Cc1 to Cc4 generations of 

calcite cements. Clumped isotope data of Cc1 and Cc2 are from Cruset et al. (2016). 

4.4.3 Strontium isotopes 

The strontium isotopic ratios of host rocks and Cc1 to Cc4 generations of calcite cements are listed 

in Table 1 and presented in Fig. 6. The data corresponding to host rocks, Cc1 and Cc2 are from Cruset 

et al. (2016). Host rocks have 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 0.708865 and 0.708967 for mudstone and marly 

limestone, respectively. Cc1 shows higher 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 0.709138 and 0.709246. Cc2 has 87Sr/86Sr 

ratios of 0.708947 and 0.709002. Cc3 shows lower 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 0.708747 and 0.708813. Cc4 

presents variable 87Sr/86Sr ratios ranging from 0.708757 to 0.710208. 

4.4.4 Elemental composition 

The elemental composition, including Ca, Mg, Mn, Sr and Fe of Cc0 to Cc4 generations of calcite 

cements, is summarised in Table 2 and presented in Fig. 7. The elemental composition data of Cc1 and 

Cc2 calcite cements from Cruset et al. (2016) were integrated into these results. Cc0 has elemental 

composition values ranging from 546 to 2950 ppm in Mg and from below the detection limits to 1024, 

221 and 178 ppm in Sr, Fe and Mn, respectively. Cc1 shows values ranging from 248 to 4500 ppm in 

Mg and from 158 to 4199 ppm in Mn, while values range from below the detection limits to 3100 and 

1221 ppm in Fe and Sr, respectively. Cc2 has values ranging from 458 to 2846 ppm in Mg and from 202 

to 2300 ppm in Mn, while values range from below the detection limits to 3200 and 3000 ppm in Fe and 

Sr, respectively. For Cc3, the Fe, Mg and Mn contents range from 483 to 2827 ppm, from 148 to 1062 

ppm and from 545 to 1050 ppm, respectively, while the Sr content ranges from below the detection limit 

to 312 ppm. For Cc4, the Mg content ranges from 319 to 22340 ppm, while the Sr, Mn and Fe contents 
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range from below the detection limits to 1601, 604 and 459 ppm respectively. Besides, Cc4 has a Ca 

content ranging from 368470 to 398507 ppm, which is lower than that of Cc1 to Cc3 ranging from 

381100 to 399540 ppm. 

 

Figure 6. 87Sr/86Sr ratios of host rocks and Cc1 to Cc4 generations of calcite cements. The black line represents 

the 87Sr/86Sr ratios of seawater through time from the LOWESS curve (McArthur et al., 2012). Strontium isotope 

data of host rocks, Cc1 and Cc2 are from Cruset et al. (2016). 

 

Table 2. Elemental composition of Cc0 to Cc4 generations of calcite cements. ‘n’ represents the number of probe 

points. ‘L.D.’ represents detection limit. Elemental composition data of Cc1 and Cc2 calcite cements from Cruset 

et al. (2016) were integrated into these results. 

Cement n 

Mg (ppm)  Mn (ppm)  Fe (ppm)  Sr (ppm)  Ca (ppm) 

Max. Min. Av.  Max. Min. Av.  Max. Min. Av.  Max. Min. Av.  Max. Min. Av. 

Cc0 47 2950 546 1716  178 <L.D. 153  221 <L.D. 145  1024 <L.D. 635  399540 395916 397879 

Cc1 242 4500 248 1797  4199 158 1244  3100 <L.D. 412  1221 <L.D. 532  399508 381100 395855 

Cc2 137 2846 485 1650  2300 202 986  3200 <L.D. 945  3000 <L.D. 745  399153 385000 394998 

Cc3 22 1062 148 539  1050 545 790  2827 483 1794  312 <L.D. 273  399064 396320 397598 

Cc4 48 22340 319 7449  604 <L.D. 250  459 <L.D. 211  1601 <L.D. 856  398507 368470 389674 
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Figure 7. Mg, Mn, Fe and Sr composition of Cc0 to Cc4 generations of calcite cements. Elemental composition 

data of Cc1 and Cc2 calcite cements from Cruset et al. (2016) were integrated into these results. 

5 Discussion 

5.1 Fluid origin of calcite cements 

The petrographic and geochemical characteristics of host rocks and calcite cements can be used to 

unravel the origin of the fluids from which Cc0 to Cc4 precipitated in the Puig-reig anticline. Despite 

the lack of isotope data for Cc0, its petrologic characteristics and elemental composition hint at the fluid 

source. The concentric zonation of Cc0, varying from non-luminescent to bright luminescent zones (Fig. 

4A1 and A2), indicates fluctuations of the redox conditions probably in the meteoric phreatic 

environment (Muchez et al., 1998; Machel, 2000; Boggs & Krinsley, 2006; Vandeginste et al., 2012). 

The major non-luminescent zones represent oxidizing conditions during precipitation, whereas the 

minor bright luminescent zones are characteristic of more reducing conditions (Grover & Read, 1983; 

Parcerisa et al., 2006). Cc0 has much lower Mn and Fe contents than the other cements (Fig. 7), generally 

below the detection limits, which also supports the meteoric fluid origin. As the earliest cement, Cc0 

precipitated in intergranular pores along the edges of the proximal to medial fluvial clasts (Fig. 4A1 and 
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A2). From the available data, it is inferred that Cc0 precipitated from meteoric fluids at the early 

diagenetic stage. 

Cc1 was previously interpreted as precipitated from hydrothermal fluids from the Palaeozoic 

basement (Cruset et al., 2016). The clumped isotope data reveal that Cc1 precipitated at temperatures 

between 92○C to 129○C (Fig. 5B). However, previous studies involving cross-sections (Vergés, 1993) 

and vitrinite reflectance data (Clavell, 1992; Vergés et al., 1998), indicate a maximum burial depth of 

1.7 km for the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation in the Puig-reig anticline. Assuming the current 

mean geothermal gradient of 26.7○C/km in the Ebro Foreland Basin (Fernàndez et al., 1998) and a 

general surface temperature of 20○C, the maximum temperatures reached by these formations should be 

much lower (around 65○C) than the temperatures at which Cc1 precipitated. This indicates an external 

hydrothermal fluid source from a depth of around 4 km, or even deeper if we consider cooling processes 

of the ascending fluids. The δ18Ofluid of Cc1 ranges from +4.7 to +9.2‰ VSMOW (Fig. 5B), located 

within the range of formation, metamorphic and magmatic fluids (Taylor, 1987). Magmatic fluids are 

excluded because magmatism did not develop during the Pyrenean orogeny. The high 87Sr/86Sr ratios of 

Cc1, ranging from 0.709138 to 0.709246 (Fig. 6), indicate that hydrothermal fluids interacted with 

highly radiogenic sources, such as the Palaeozoic basement at depth and/or the silicic clasts of the Berga 

and Solsona fluvial deposits sourced from the Pyrenean Axial Zone (Riba, 1976; Williams et al., 1998; 

Barrier et al., 2010). Thus, the clumped isotope and strontium isotope data together indicate that fluids 

released from the Palaeozoic basement at depth could have been the high-temperature fluids responsible 

for the precipitation of Cc1 (Cruset et al., 2016). 

Cc2 was previously interpreted as precipitated from mixed fluids by Cruset et al. (2016). Clumped 

isotope data presented by these authors indicate that Cc2 precipitated at temperatures ranging between 

77○C and 90○C (Fig 5B). These precipitation temperatures are lower than those of the precipitation of 

Cc1 but still higher than the maximum burial temperatures reached by the Berga Group and the Solsona 

Formation. Cc2 presents lighter δ18O values than Cc1 and host rocks (Fig. 5A). Cc2 has lower 87Sr/86Sr 

ratios than Cc1 (Fig. 6), indicating that the cement-forming fluids interacted with less radiogenic sources 

or mixed with fluids with lower 87Sr/86Sr ratios. The δ18Ofluid composition of Cc2 ranges from -1.7 to -

0.7‰ VSMOW (Fig. 5B), which is lower than that of Cc1 cement but higher than -6.4 to -4.6‰ 

VSMOW of modern rainwater (Travé & Calvet, 2001). Based on the available data, Cruset et al. (2016) 

interpreted that Cc2 precipitated in fractures from the mixing of meteoric waters with the hydrothermal 

fluids from which Cc1 precipitated. In addition, the Fe and Sr contents of Cc2 are slightly higher than 

those of Cc1 (Fig. 7), which was interpreted as the expulsion of formation fluids relatively rich in Fe 

and Sr from shale layers due to progressive compaction during burial (Hanshaw & Coplen, 1973; Travé 

et al., 1997; Cruset et al., 2016). In this study, we propose an alternative model in which Cc2 could have 

precipitated from hydrothermal fluids but at shallower burial depths and lower temperatures compared 
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to the parent fluids of Cc1. The interaction between the hydrothermal fluids and the shallower basement 

must have been relatively weak and retained the signatures of meteoric fluids to some extent, which 

resulted in the relatively lower temperatures, δ18Ofluid, δ18O and 87Sr/86Sr ratios of the Cc2 cement and 

the cement-forming fluids. A more detailed discussion of the fluid flow and precipitation processes is 

provided in Section 5.2. 

Cc3 was only identified in the north-western part of the study area (section C in Fig. 1D). This area 

is dominated by proximal fluvial deposits, which have higher contents of carbonate clasts than medial 

and distal fluvial deposits (Sun et al., 2021b). These clasts were mainly sourced from the marine 

carbonates of the Mesozoic-Cenozoic series of the South Pyrenean cover thrust sheets (Riba, 1976; 

Williams et al., 1998; Barrier et al., 2010) and the Pyrenean Axial Zone. Compared to the other cements, 

Cc3 has heavier δ18O and δ13C values (Fig. 5A), which are closer to the isotopic compositional range of 

marine carbonates (Veizer et al., 1999). This probably suggests interaction between the cement-forming 

fluids and marine carbonate clasts. Based on the LOWESS curve (McArthur et al., 2012), the 87Sr/86Sr 

ratios of Cc3 between 0.708813 and 0.708747 are higher than those of seawater when the Mesozoic 

marine carbonates were deposited, but slightly lower than those of the host rocks of the Berga Group 

and Solsona Formation (Fig. 6). This would suggest fluid-rock interaction between the cement-forming 

fluids and the radiogenic silicic clasts of the host rocks sourced from the Palaeozoic basement in the 

Axial Zone. Muñoz-López et al. (2020a) studied the influence of basement rocks on fluid chemistry in 

other outcrops elsewhere in the Pyrenees, and concluded that calcite cements precipitated from fluids 

that strongly interacted with basement rocks could have significantly higher 87Sr/86Sr (>0.710) in nearby 

areas. The 87Sr/86Sr ratios of Cc3 in our study area are lower than this value probably because carbonate 

clasts dominate over silicic clasts in the zone where Cc3 precipitated. The δ18Ofluid of Cc3 ranges from 

+4.1 to +5.8‰ VSMOW (Fig. 5B), which corresponds to the range of formation fluids (Taylor, 1987). 

Compared to Cc1 and Cc2, Cc3 precipitated at significantly lower temperatures, ranging between 50○C 

and 62○C (Fig. 5B). According to the current mean geothermal gradient of 26.7○C/km in the Ebro 

Foreland Basin (Fernàndez et al., 1998) and assuming a general surface temperature of 20○C, strata with 

burial depths around 1.5 km can reach the temperatures at which Cc3 precipitated. However, the depth 

could be slightly higher if we consider that fluids cool down while ascending. Compared to other 

generations of calcite cements, Cc3 presents high Fe and low Mg and Sr concentrations (Fig. 7). The 

high Fe concentration could result from the interaction between the cement-forming fluids and host 

rocks or be sourced from external fluids. Based on the available data, it is inferred that Cc3 precipitated 

from formation fluids that strongly interacted with the host rocks. 

Cc4 occurs as thin coatings covering fracture surfaces or presents palisade structures of bladed 

crystals (Fig. 4E3 and E4). This cement is non-luminescent and has low Mn and Fe concentrations (Fig. 

7). Based on clumped isotope data, Cc4 precipitated from a fluid with temperatures ranging between 
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16○C and 19○C and with δ18Ofluid ranging from -4.8 to -4.3‰ VSMOW (Fig. 5B). All these characteristics 

indicate a low-temperature meteoric fluid. In addition, Cc4 is characterised by highly depleted values of 

δ13C with respect to host rocks, ranging from -10.2 to -4.2‰ VPDB (Fig. 5A), indicating a strong 

influence of organic-derived carbon (Irwin et al., 1977; Cerling, 1984; Vilasi et al., 2006). In the Puig-

reig anticline, the exposed fine sediments, deposited from fluvial overbanks, have experienced intensive 

pedogenesis and can provide soil-derived carbon for calcite cement (Cerling & Quade, 1993). Other 

studies documented that similar calcite cements with palisade structure and depleted δ13C precipitated 

from meteoric fluids with a strong influence of soil-derived carbon related to pedogenic processes (e.g., 

Travé and Calvet, 2001; Cantarero et al., 2010, 2014). The significantly variable 87Sr/86Sr ratios of Cc4, 

with a low value of 0.708757 and a very high value of 0.710208 (Fig. 6), could be related to variable 

interactions between fluids and the different compositions of host rocks. The high 87Sr/86Sr ratio 

probably indicates strong interaction between the fluid and the highly radiogenic silicic clasts in host 

rocks sourced from the Palaeozoic basement of the Axial Zone. Besides, this high ratio could also be 

affected by the clayey or siliceous impurities existing between the multi-layer palisades of Cc4 (Fig. 

4E3 and E4). During the stages of no calcite cementation, clayey or siliceous impurities resulted from 

pedogenic processes could be transported by meteoric fluids. The presence of small percentages of clay 

minerals can significantly increase the measured 87Sr/86Sr ratios due to the decay of 87Rb to 87Sr (Banner, 

1995). 

5.2 Changes in fluid regime during fold evolution 

This section discusses the changes in fluid regimes during the complete fold evolution, combining the 

fluid origin of calcite cement and the tectonic evolution of the Puig-reig anticline. As the earliest cement, 

Cc0 developed in all structural positions and lithofacies, indicating that the meteoric fluid from which 

Cc0 precipitated affected the whole anticline (Fig. 8A). This cement only precipitated in intergranular 

pores along clast edges and before the predominant Cc1 cement (Fig. 4A1 and A2). Therefore, we 

interpret that Cc0 precipitated during early diagenetic stages before systematic fracturing and significant 

burial. At this stage, deposits had not undergone intensive compaction and still had high intergranular 

porosity. Meteoric fluids in the phreatic zone filled the intergranular pores of these unconsolidated 

sediments deposited from the proximal to medial fluvial system and dominated the fluid regime from 

which Cc0 precipitated. Other studies documented similar calcite cements precipitated from meteoric 

fluids in a phreatic environment during early diagenetic stages (e.g., Emery & Dickson, 1989; Parcerisa 

et al., 2005; Cantarero et al., 2014b; Li et al., 2017). 
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Figure 8. Schematic diagram of fluid regime evolution and related calcite cementation during the tectonic 

evolution of the Puig-reig anticline. (A) During early diagenetic stage before deformation, Cc0 precipitated in 

intergranular pores from meteoric fluids across the anticline. (B) During intensive folding and thrusting, Cc1 

precipitated in intergranular pores and variable fractures from hydrothermal fluids across the anticline. (C) During 
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the late stage of anticline growth, Cc2 precipitated in fractures in the anticline crest from (C1) the mixing between 

asynchronous meteoric and hydrothermal fluids, as suggested by Cruset et al. (2016), or from (C2) hydrothermal 

fluids with meteoric signatures from shallower burial depth compared to that of Cc1, while Cc3 precipitated in 

fractures from formation fluids in the west zone of the north limb. (D) During the continuing denudation of the 

anticline, Cc4 precipitated in fractures from meteoric fluids across the anticline. 

Due to progressive burial and compressional tectonics, abundant fractures were formed in the Puig-

reig anticline during thrusting and folding. The damage zones of the blind thrust system at depth, 

responsible for the development of the Puig-reig anticline (Fig. 1C), could have provided the paths for 

the hydrothermal fluids from the Palaeozoic basement to migrate upwards and reach the Berga Group 

and the Solsona Formation (Cruset et al., 2016). The connected fracture network and intergranular 

porosity of these alluvial-fluvial deposits would have allowed vertical and lateral migration of the 

hydrothermal fluids across different stratigraphic units. Cc1 filled most intergranular pores in different 

lithofacies and variable faults and fracture sets in different structural positions, indicating that the 

hydrothermal fluid from which Cc1 precipitated would have migrated along the whole anticline (Fig. 

8B). Fluid flow would have been triggered by horizontal or sub-horizontal compressive principal stress 

(e.g., when the least principal stress is vertical), rather than by fluid pressure increase associated with 

decompression or fluid heating (Staude et al., 2009). 

Cruset et al. (2016) proposed that normal and strike-slip faults formed in the crest of the Puig-reig 

anticline during the crestal collapse, which provided connected paths for the percolation of low-

temperature meteoric fluids from the surface to the bottom of the Berga and Solsona strata based on the 

fault-valve model (Sibson, 1981; Henderson & McCaig, 1996). These downward meteoric fluids would 

have then mixed with the upward hydrothermal fluids from the deeper basement from which Cc1 

precipitated (Fig. 8C1). Then the mixed fluids would have migrated upwards through these connected 

faults due to the increasing fluid pressure related to the build-up stresses during compression (Henderson 

& McCaig, 1996) and finally would result in the precipitation of Cc2. Such hydrological models need 

to involve asynchronous downward flow of meteoric fluids and upward flow of hydrothermal fluids to 

be hydrodynamically plausible. Because simultaneous downward and upward flow, such as that invoked 

in other conceptual models of mixing of surface- and deep-derived fluids, would necessitate a 

geologically implausible fluid sink (Bons et al., 2012). Alternatively, as discussed in Section 5.1, Cc2 

could have precipitated from hydrothermal fluids from the basement but at shallower burial depths and 

at lower fluid temperatures compared to that of Cc1 (Fig. 8C2). Meteoric fluids could have migrated 

downwards from the erosional surface of the Pyrenees to the shallower basement through thrusts of the 

Pyrenees driven by topography differences, but not through the faults in the Puig-reig anticline crest. 

The relatively low burial temperatures in such basement level would have resulted in a low degree of 

fluid-rock interaction, thus preserving part of the meteoric signatures of the parent fluids of Cc2 (Bons 
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et al., 2014). In contrast, the Cc1 cement-forming fluids would have been sourced from deeper parts of 

the basement according to their geochemical signature and higher clumped isotope temperature. Such 

hydrological model was proposed by Bons et al. (2014) to explain the hydrothermal ore deposits of the 

Schwarzwald district in SW Germany. Bons and Gomez-Rivas (2020) pointed out that meteoric fluids 

can infiltrate down from an erosional surface to be buried and then remobilised later, partly preserving 

their meteoric signatures. Such signatures can be preserved for long periods of time if temperatures are 

relatively low. In the late stage of the fold growth of the Puig-reig anticline, the underneath thrusting 

could have mobilised the shallower hydrothermal fluids to the bottom of the anticline. In addition, the 

anticline crest could have raised and undergone partial exhumation, which could have caused an 

instantaneous decrease in the overburden pressure of underneath rocks and thus resulted in an 

overpressure of the trapped pore fluids. To maintain the original relative fluid pressure underneath, fluids 

need to be expelled upwards, which could have resulted in the precipitation of Cc2 in the anticline crest. 

Such hydrological model was proposed by Staude et al. (2009) and was tested on the Schwarzwald 

hydrothermal ore district in SW Germany. 

After Cc1 precipitation, external formation waters also characterized the fluid system of the Puig-reig 

anticline, resulting in Cc3 cement with different petrographic and geochemical characteristics compared 

to the other cements. Cc3 concentrates in the western zone of the north limb, indicating that the 

formation fluids locally migrated within the Berga Group (Fig. 8D). Based on the cross-sections (Fig. 

1C and E), the frontal thrusts (such as the Vallfogona thrust) could have acted as the migration pathways 

for the formation fluids. For example, the blind branch of the Vallfogona thrust propagated into the lower 

and middle Berga Group in the north limb of the Puig-reig anticline, which could have facilitated the 

local input of the formation waters into the Berga Group. 

Owing to continuous denudation after the fold growth of the whole Puig-reig anticline, the burial 

depths of the Berga and Solsona strata became shallower. Besides, some of the fractures sealed by 

previous calcite veins could have been reactivated during exhumation while new ones formed. Thus, 

some faults and fractures could have been reopened and allowed the input of meteoric fluids from which 

Cc4 precipitated. Cc4 developed in different fracture sets and different structural positions of the 

anticline, indicating that the meteoric fluid affected the whole study area (Fig. 8E). 

5.3 Distribution patterns of calcite cements in different settings 

Based on the comparison between the calcite cement distribution in the Puig-reig anticline and other 

areas worldwide, this section discusses the distribution patterns of calcite cements in detrital reservoirs 

in different settings. In the Puig-reig anticline, abundant fractures were filled by Cc1 to Cc4 calcite veins. 

Cc1 and Cc4 veins precipitated across the whole anticline, whereas Cc2 and Cc3 precipitated locally in 

the anticline crest and north limb, respectively. The intergranular porosity of host rocks corresponding 

to proximal and medial fluvial deposits was cemented by Cc0 and Cc1 calcite cements. As the 
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predominant calcite cement in both intergranular porosity and fractures, Cc1 precipitated from external 

hydrothermal fluids. These fluids are from relatively more internal and deeper parts of the SE Pyrenees, 

which migrated along connected thrusts and their damage zones to the Ebro Foreland Basin. Such fluids 

flowed coevally with the anticline growth during horizontal compression.  

 

Figure 9. Schematic diagram of calcite cementation and distribution in detrital rocks in different settings. (A) 

Sufficient external sources migrate through connected fracture network; (B) External sources migrate through 

connected pore structure; (C) External sources migrate from adjacent shale layers; (D) External sources migrate 

from the top surface of an overpressured compartment; (E) Internal sources from host rocks: in-situ dissolution-

reprecipitation; (F) Internal sources from host rocks: dissolution-migration-reprecipitation. 

At foreland basin margins or fold-and-thrust belts, fracturing, thrusting and folding are generally 

accompanied by fluid flow of various external fluids. Connected fracture networks allow fluid migration 

across different hydrostratigraphic units (Evans & Fischer, 2012; Evans et al., 2012). The intensive 

deformation and sufficient external fluids result in changes of fluid conditions in host rocks and fractures, 

including temperature, pressure, pH, Eh, solute concentration, and thus provide the material sources and 

physical-chemical conditions for cementation (Bons et al., 2012). Thus, prevalent calcite cement can 

develop in detrital rocks and their hosting fracture networks at basin margins (Fig. 9A), such as the 

Berga Group and the Solsona Formation at the north-eastern margin of the Ebro Basin (Cruset et al., 

2016), the Peraltilla and Sariñena Formations at the northern margin of the central Ebro Basin (Yuste et 

al., 2004), or the Siwalik Group near the frontal thrusts in the Himalayan Basin (Guilbaud et al., 2012), 

among many other examples. Apart from the external sources, detrital carbonates can provide the 
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internal sources for calcite cementation in detrital rocks by dissolution-reprecipitation (Morad, 1998). 

Carbonate grains are relatively rare in sandstones due to strong chemical weathering during sediment 

transport (Morad et al., 2010). However, tectonically active settings, such as those in foreland basin 

margins and fold-and-thrust belts, provide short time and distance for sediment exposure and 

transportation, thus resulting in relatively weak chemical weathering of these detrital carbonates (Zuffa, 

1985). Extrabasinal carbonate grains can become an important component of sandstones in these settings, 

such as in the northern Ebro Basin (Yuste et al., 2004), the northern Apennines (Valloni & Zuffa, 1984), 

and the Laramide Foreland of southwestern Montana (Ingersoll et al., 1987). These detrital carbonates, 

such as biogenic carbonates, can provide the material sources for calcite cement by dissolution and 

favour the growth of cement by providing favourable nucleation substrates (Walderhaug & Bjørkum, 

1998; Mansurbeg et al., 2009). 

In other settings not featuring intensive deformation and sufficient external fluids, calcite cement 

tends to show heterogeneous distributions in sandstones, including continuously cemented layers, 

stratabound or scattered concretions, and patchy cements (Walderhaug & Bjørkum, 1998). In settings 

relying on external sources migrated from their adjacent layers through connected pore structures of 

host rocks, reservoir quality and lithofacies assemblages may exert a significant effect on cement 

distribution. Some studies documented that calcite tends to precipitate in more permeable reservoirs 

because these reservoirs favour fluid flow from which calcite cement can precipitate (Fig. 9B) (McBride 

et al., 1995; Dutton et al., 2002; Hall et al., 2004; Van Den Bril & Swennen, 2009). Other studies revealed 

that more intense calcite precipitation tends to occur along reservoir margins where sandstone reservoirs 

pinch out into fine deposits or are in contact with fine deposits (Fig. 9C), e.g., the Lower Cretaceous 

Pendência Formation in the Potiguar basin (Dos Anjos et al., 2000) and the Upper Permian Bell Canyon 

Formation in the Delaware Basin (Dutton, 2008). Organic acids generated during the maturation of 

organic matter in these fine deposits could result in the dissolution of carbonate elements, which could 

be transported to adjacent sandstone reservoirs and provide external fluids for calcite cement (Dos Anjos 

et al., 2000; Dutton, 2008). In addition, other studies documented that calcite cementation also occurs 

at the top of overpressured reservoirs, where periodic changes of fluid pressure and formation 

hydrochemical conditions resulted in calcite cement (Fig. 9D), e.g., the overpressured sandstone 

reservoirs in the central Junggar Basin (He et al., 2009; Yang et al., 2010) and in the Dongying 

Depression of the Bohai Bay Basin (Han et al., 2012; Zhang et al., 2019). In settings containing internal 

sources for carbonate cement, such as biogenic carbonates and carbonate rock fragments (Walderhaug 

& Bjørkum, 1998), cement distribution tends to be controlled by the distribution of these internal sources 

through in-situ dissolution and reprecipitation (Fig. 9E), e.g., the Fensfjord Formation (Walderhaug et 

al., 1989) and the Rannoch Formation (Bjørkum & Walderhaug, 1990a) in the North Sea. In addition, 

Liu et al. (2019) concluded a different fluid-rock interaction model of dissolution, migration and re-
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precipitation in the Xujiahe Formation of the Sichuan Basin. Hydrocarbon-related acidic fluids tend to 

flow along the more permeable reservoirs, resulting in intensive dissolution in coarse reservoirs, whereas 

intensive re-precipitation occurs in the marginal impermeable fine reservoirs (Fig. 9F). 

5.4 Effects of calcite cements on reservoir potential 

Calcite cement distribution can be controlled by one of the aforementioned patterns or be affected by 

several patterns at the same time, depending on the specific geological backgrounds. Likewise, there are 

variable relationships between calcite cementation and reservoir quality in different settings. Calcite 

cementation is widely considered an important factor controlling reservoir quality because of its ability 

to reduce porosity and permeability (Davis et al., 2006; Dutton, 2008; Xiong et al., 2016). As an example 

of this control, the predominant calcite cement (Cc1) filled most fractures and resulted in the overall 

low porosity of host rocks in the Puig-reig anticline, which is currently lower than 2% on average (Figs. 

3C and 10). On the other hand, calcite cement tends to precipitate in more permeable reservoirs 

(McBride et al., 1995; Dutton et al., 2002; Hall et al., 2004; Van Den Bril & Swennen, 2009). For 

example, in the Puig-reig anticline, medium-coarse sandstones in medial fluvial fan with relatively high 

porosity show higher calcite content. The values of porosity and cement content vary across different 

lithofacies (Fig. 10), and these two parameters do not present a clear negative correlation. Limited high 

porosity, mainly ranging from 2% to 8%, concentrates in channelised or massive medium to coarse 

sandstones in the medial fluvial fan. However, these lithofacies also feature almost the highest cement 

content. These sandstone lithofacies have better grain sorting than conglomerate ones and lower contents 

of ductile clayey matrix than fine lithofacies. Thus, they had a more appropriate pore structure for fluid 

flow from which calcite cement precipitated and thus contained a higher number of intergranular pores 

for cement growth and residual porosity. This resulted in the coexistence of relatively high values of 

cement content and porosity for these lithofacies. Similar cement and porosity distribution patterns 

controlled by lithofacies have been documented in other studies. For example, in the Huagang Formation 

in the Xihu Depression of the East China Sea Basin, coarse sandstone reservoirs have higher porosity 

but also relatively high content of quartz cement than other reservoirs (Sun et al., 2017). 

Apart from reducing reservoir porosity and permeability, early calcite cement can affect the later 

evolution of reservoir quality (Hosa & Wood, 2017). For example, early cement can preserve 

intergranular space and improve reservoir quality by providing secondary porosity under the specific 

circumstance of intensive dissolution during later diagenetic stages, e.g., the Lower Devonian Jauf 

Formation in Saudi Arabia (Al-Ramadan et al., 2004), the Biyadh Formation in the western central 

Masila Basin (Hakimi et al., 2012), and the Upper Jurassic Ti-3 sandstones in the Flemish Pass Basin 

(Xiong et al., 2016). Besides, mechanical contrasts between layers could be affected by the distribution 

of early calcite cement, which could have a significant effect on fracture development and thus reservoir 

potential, an effect observed for example in the Madison Formation in the Sheep Mountain of the 
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Bighorn Basin (Barbier et al., 2012) and the Calcare Massiccio unit in the Umbria–Marche Apennines 

(Di Naccio et al., 2005). Thus, to determine the distribution of calcite cement and their real effects on 

reservoir potential, the specific geological backgrounds of host rocks should be fully considered. 

 

Figure 10. Distribution of porosity and calcite cement contents in different lithofacies, sedimentary facies and 

structural positions. ‘n’ is the number of thin sections. The cross-section is modified from Cruset et al. (2016). 

6 Conclusions 

The Puig-reig anticline, in the south-eastern Pyrenees, exposes excellent outcrops of detrital rocks 

deposited from a proximal to medial fluvial system and cemented by calcite. The integration of structural, 

petrological and geochemical analyses allows unravelling the calcite cementation history and the related 

fluid regime changes during the anticline evolution. The comparison between this study and others 

worldwide in different settings allows the exploration of the distribution of calcite cement and its effects 

on reservoir quality. We reach the following conclusions: 

(1) Five generations of calcite cements (Cc0 to Cc4) and five phases of fluid regimes have been 

identified. Cc0 precipitated in intergranular pores from meteoric fluids. As the predominant cement, Cc1 

precipitated in intergranular pores, faults and F1 to F4 fracture sets from hydrothermal fluids. Cc2 

mainly developed in normal and strike-slip faults in the anticline crest from the mixing between 

hydrothermal and meteoric fluids or from hydrothermal fluids with more meteoric signatures than Cc1. 
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Cc3 developed in F1 and F4 fracture sets in the western area of the north limb from formation fluids 

with temperatures between 50○C and 62○C. Cc4 precipitated in F1 to F4 fracture sets from meteoric 

fluids with temperatures between 16○C and 19○C. 

(2) Calcite cementation and fluid regime changes occurred as the anticline evolved. In the early 

diagenetic stage, before intensive deformation, the fluid regime was dominated by meteoric fluids (Cc0). 

During the most intense phase of thrusting and folding, hydrothermal fluids from the internal and deeper 

parts of the SE Pyrenees migrated upwards through connected thrust systems and fracture networks and 

dominated the fluid regime (Cc1). In the later stage of the anticline growth, the mixed fluids between 

hydrothermal and meteoric fluids dominated the fluid regime in the anticline crest during the crest 

collapse (Cc2). Alternatively, the anticline crest could be dominated by the hydrothermal fluids at 

shallower burial depths than that of Cc1. Besides, formation fluids migrated through the frontal thrusts 

and dominated the western part of the north limb (Cc3). During the continuous denudation, the anticline 

was dominated by meteoric fluids due to the exhumation of strata, migrated through reopened and newly 

formed fractures (Cc4). 

(3) In the Puig-reig anticline, the predominant calcite cement (Cc1) resulted from external fluids coeval 

with the compressional deformation of the anticline and the substantial detrital carbonates of host rocks. 

Calcite cements filled abundant fractures and reduced the overall intergranular porosity of host rocks. 

Contrarily, in other settings not featuring intensive deformation and sufficient external fluids, calcite 

cement tends to show heterogeneous distributions. Carbonate cement exerts significant but variable 

effects on reservoir quality, which largely depend on the specific geological backgrounds. 
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Appendix 6 Other conference publications 

35th IAS Meeting of Sedimentology, June 21-25, 2021, Prague, Czech Republic: 

Fracture distribution in a folded fluvial succession: 

the Puig-reig anticline (south-eastern Pyrenees) 

Xiaolong Suna, Enrique Gomez-Rivasa, Juan Alcaldeb, Juan Diego Martín-Martína, Daniel Muñoz-Lópeza, 

David Crusetb, Irene Cantareroa, Albert Grierac, Anna Travéa 

a Departament de Mineralogia, Petrologia i Geologia Aplicada, Facultat de Ciències de la Terra, 

Universitat de Barcelona (UB), C/ Martí i Franquès s/n, Barcelona, 08028, Spain 

b Geosciences Barcelona (GEO3BCN-CSIC), Lluís Solé i Sabarís s/n, Barcelona, 08028, Spain 

c Departament de Geologia, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Cerdanyola del Vallès, 08193, Spain 

Abstract: Fractures play a fundamental role in controlling both fluid migration and reservoir 

quality, especially in low-permeability and tight reservoirs, including those in foreland fold-and-

thrust belts. However, systematic fracture assessment in subsurface rocks is limited by the 

inability of sampling subseismic-scale fractures and large fractures that exceed the dimensions of 

boreholes. A common strategy is to use outcrop analogues to understand the controlling factors 

of 3D fracture distributions and thus reduce uncertainties in their subsurface prediction. The Puig-

reig anticline, located in the SE Pyrenees, exposes fluvial sedimentary deposits that host fracture 

networks. The linear scanline method has been used to systematically collect fracture data, 

allowing the investigation of fracture distributions and their depositional and structural 

controlling factors. The results indicate that fracture attributes are strongly influenced both by 

their position within the anticline and by the depositional characteristics of their host sedimentary 

rocks. Relatively high-strain zones, such as the anticline crest and nearby areas, feature relatively 

small fracture spacing and high intensity. Besides, channel filling sandstone layers present higher 

fracture intensity than channel lag conglomerate bodies due to smaller bedding thickness. In the 

two fold limbs, where strain was lower, fracture intensity is overall lower. In the anticline, 

conglomerate bodies tend to present relatively large fracture length and aperture compared to thin 

sandstone layers, especially in the proximal fluvial fan in the north limb. This is mainly because 

the thick and massive conglomerate bodies can accommodate strain by the propagation and re-

opening of existing fractures apart from the formation of new fractures during fold growth. The 

Puig-reig anticline case study can be used as a reservoir analogue to explore the fracture 

distribution pattern and reservoir potential in folded fluvial clastic sediments. 

Keywords: fractures; fluvial fan; structural position; fold; Pyrenees. 



 

261 

35th IAS Meeting of Sedimentology, June 21-25, 2021, Prague, Czech Republic: 

Calcite cementation in a folded and fractured fluvial succession: 

the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees) 

Xiaolong Suna, Enrique Gomez-Rivasa, Juan Alcaldeb, David Crusetb, Daniel Muñoz-Lópeza, Juan Diego 

Martín-Martína, Irene Cantareroa, Anna Travéa 

a Departament de Mineralogia, Petrologia i Geologia Aplicada, Facultat de Ciències de la Terra, Universitat 

de Barcelona (UB), c/ Martí i Franquès s/n, Barcelona, 08028, Spain 

b Geosciences Barcelona (GEO3BCN-CSIC), Lluís Solé i Sabarís s/n, Barcelona, 08028, Spain 

Abstract: Cementation in clastic rocks exerts significant effects on fluid flow and reservoir 

properties. The Puig-reig anticline, located in the south-eastern Pyrenees, exposes fluvial 

sedimentary deposits hosting fracture networks, which are mainly filled with calcite cement. This 

anticline constitutes an excellent case study to investigate the origin and distribution of calcite 

cement within fracture networks and variable host rocks in fluvial facies. Five generations of 

calcite cement have been identified. The first generation (Cc0) precipitated in interparticle pores, 

featuring growth zonation with the alternation of non-luminescent and luminescent zones. It 

precipitated before intense folding and fracturing during the anticline growth. The second 

generation (Cc1) precipitated in both fractures and interparticle pores, with bright yellow 

luminescence and blocky crystal morphology. The third generation (Cc2) precipitated mainly in 

fractures and rarely in interparticle pores, with dull orange luminescence and blocky crystal 

morphology. The fourth generation (Cc3) only precipitated in fractures, presenting very dull 

luminescence and large euhedral and blocky crystals. Cc1 to Cc3 formed during folding or 

thrusting. The fifth generation (Cc4) precipitated in fractures, and it is non-luminescent and 

presents elongated crystal morphology and a palisade structure of bladed crystals. It formed after 

the anticline growth. As the predominant calcite cement, Cc1 filled interparticle pores and 

fractures throughout the anticline, resulting in the overall low matrix porosity and sealed fractures, 

whose distribution is affected by the host sedimentary facies and lithofacies. Channel filling 

sandstones in the medial fluvial fan present higher contents of calcite cement than overbank 

deposits and proximal fluvial deposits. Large and thick conglomerate bodies and coarse 

sandstones host larger calcite veins compared to fine sandstones and clay deposits. The study of 

outcrop analogues like the Puig-reig case is key for establishing predictive models of calcite 

cementation in the subsurface. 

Keywords: calcite cement; fluid flow; fluvial fan; fold; Pyrenees. 



 

262 

s



 

263 

X Congreso Geológico de España, July 5-7, 2021, Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain: 

Distribution of calcite cements in a folded fluvial succession: 

the Puig-reig anticline (South-eastern Pyrenees) 
 

Distribución de cementos de calcita en un sistema fluvial: 

el anticlinal de Puig-reig (Pirineos Surorientales) 
 

X. Sun1, E. Gomez-Rivas1, J. Alcalde2, D. Cruset1, D. Muñoz-López1, I. Cantarero1, J.D. Martín-

Martín1 y A. Travé1 

 

1 Departament de Mineralogia, Petrologia i Geologia Aplicada, Universitat de Barcelona (UB), 08028 Barcelona. 

xiaolong.sun@ub.edu e.gomez-rivas@ub.edu munoz-lopez@ub.edu i_cantarero@ub.edu juandiegomartin@ub.edu atrave@ub.edu  

2 Geosciences Barcelona (GEO3BCN-CSIC), 08028 Barcelona. jalcalde@geo3bcn.csic.es dcruset@geo3bcn.csic.es  

 

Resumen: El cemento de calcita, como mineral autigénico predominante, tiene un efecto muy significativo 

en la potencial calidad como reservorio del anticlinal de Puig-Reig, que constituye un excelente análogo 

para el estudio de la distribución de cementos en diferentes facies sedimentarias gracias a la cantidad y 

calidad de los afloramientos. Tras un exhaustivo estudio estratigráfico y de recogida muestras, se han 

realizado análisis petrográficos de facies y sus cementos con microscopio óptico y de cátodo-luminiscencia. 

Se han identificado dos generaciones principales de cementación calcítica que se desarrollaron durante y 

después del crecimiento del anticlinal, aunque la mayor parte del cemento cristalizó de manera simultánea 

a su formación. La distribución del cemento está controlada por la posición estructural dentro del pliegue 

y por las facies y litofacies de la roca encajante. Los depósitos de canales fluviales en la cresta del 

anticlinal, de grano especialmente grueso, tienden a desarrollar más cementación. Es necesario 

profundizar en el estudio de las características de la cementación de calcita para obtener mejores 

estimaciones sobre la calidad de los reservorios y para guiar las actividades de exploración de 

hidrocarburos o el almacenamiento geológico de CO2 en estructuras subterráneas similares. 

Palabras clave: cementación de calcita, depósitos fluviales, fluidos, Pirineos. 

 

Abstract: As the most prevalent authigenic mineral, calcite cement exerts a significant effect on reservoir 

quality of the Puig-reig anticline, which is an excellent outcrop analogue to study calcite cement 

distribution due to good and continuous exposure. After stratigraphic logging and rock sampling, two 

major generations of calcite cementation have been identified using petrographic observations under 

optical and cathodoluminescence microscopes. They formed during and after anticline growth, respectively. 

Most calcite cement formed simultaneously with the anticline. Calcite cement distribution is controlled by 

the structural position of sediments in the fold and also by host sedimentary facies and lithofacies. Fluvial 

channel deposits of the anticline crest, especially relatively coarse deposits, tend to host more calcite 

cement. A more detailed study on calcite cementation is required to predict high-quality reservoirs and 

further guide petroleum exploration or carbon storage in similar subsurface structures. 

Key words: calcite cementation, fluvial fan deposits, fluids, Pyrenees. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Calcite is one of the most predominant 

authigenic minerals cementing clastic rocks and 

thus exerts significant effects on reservoir 

properties, fluid flow and solute transport (Dutton 

et al., 2002; Davis et al., 2006), thus becoming a 

key concern in hydrocarbon exploration and 

carbon sequestration. However, calcite 

cementation tends be heterogeneously distributed 

and be controlled by many factors, such as the 

tectonic settings, stratigraphic framework, 

sedimentary facies and lithofacies and fluid flow 

(Morad, 1998; Taylor et al., 2000; Cruest et al., 

2016). Therefore, a comprehensive study of calcite 

distribution is a fundamental requirement for 

reservoir prediction. 

 

GEOLOGICAL SETTING 

The Puig-reig anticline is located in the south-

eastern Pyrenean fold-and-thrust belt and the 

north-eastern part of the Ebro Basin. It formed 

above a thrust ramp consisting of middle and upper 

Eocene deltaic sandstones and marine marls, 

which changed into the alluvial-fluvial sediments 

of the Berga Group and the Solsona Formation 

after a rapid transition from marine to continental 

sedimentation (Williams et al., 1998; Sáez et al., 

2007; Barrier et al., 2010). In this study, we focus 

on the Camps de Vall-Llonga Formation, a sub-

unit of the Berga Group, and the Solsona 

Formation. These formations were deposited from 

a proximal to medial fluvial system. The proximal 

fluvial deposits, concentrating in the north limb of 

the anticline, represent sedimentary environments 

of unconfined flash floods or wide-shallow 

channel streams. The medial fluvial deposits, 

covering the rest of the anticline, represent 

sedimentary environments of braided channel 

streams and overbanks. The distal fluvial deposits 

are composed of terminal lobes and deltas, which 

are located southward of this anticline (Sáez et al., 

2007). 

METHODS 

The study area presents excellent outcrops 

along roads that cut through the Puig-reig anticline. 

Seven high-resolution (decimeter-scale) 

stratigraphic logs with a total length exceeding 

3000 m were analysed in detail. We recorded the 

thickness, grain size, sedimentary structures and 

bioturbations, which collectively allowed the 

identification of sedimentary facies and 

stratigraphic correlations. Petrographic 

observations were made using optical and 

cathodoluminescence microscopy to distinguish 

carbonate cement generations and determine their 

relative content in host rocks and veins. Forty 

polished thin sections from different structural 

positions of the anticline, and representing 

different sedimentary facies and lithofacies were 

analysed using a Zeiss Axiophot optical 

microscope and a Technosyn Cold 

Cathodoluminescence microscope, model 8200 

Mk5-1 operating 16 to 17 kV and 270 to 290 μA 

gun current. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Calcite is the most prevalent diagenetic mineral 

in the Puig-reig anticline. Two major generations 

of calcite cementation have been recognized from 

petrographic observations. The dominant calcite 

cement, which appears filling pores, replacing 

clasts and forming vein and micro-vein fillings 

(Fig. 1a-d), is closely related to fluid flow during 

the structural evolution of the Puig-reig anticline. 

This cement presents blocky crystal morphology 

and luminescence ranging from dull or bright 

orange colour. The second generation calcite is 

non-luminiscent and presents euhedral blocky 

structure. It is only found in veins filling the first 

vein generation (Fig. 1e and f), revealing that it 

formed in more recent periods, probably due to 

rock exposure after tectonic uplift. 

In host rocks, the content of calcite cements 

mainly ranges from 5% to 15% of the total rock 
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volume, which resulted in the overall low matrix 

porosity. The distribution of calcite cements is 

controlled by several factors, such as the structural 

position in the fold and the host sedimentary facies 

and lithofacies. The anticline crest tends to have 

more calcite cements than the rocks of the limbs 

because the crest experienced more intense 

tectonic fracturing and associated fluid flow. On 

the other hand, medial fluvial channel deposits 

contain more calcite cements than overbank 

deposits and proximal fluvial deposits. Meanwhile, 

calcite veins appear preferentially developed in 

conglomerates and coarse sandstones rather than in 

fine and clay deposits. This reveals that 

sedimentary facies and primary lithofacies 

probably affected the pore structure, the degree of 

fracturing and fluid flow, thus controlling calcite 

cementation. A comprehensive study of calcite 

distribution on this kind of outcrop analogue is 

conducive to identify high-quality reservoirs for 

petroleum exploration or carbon storage in similar 

subsurface structures. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Funding was provided by the Grup Consolidat 

de Recerca “Geologia Sedimentària” (2017SGR-

824) and the DGICYT Spanish Project PGC2018-

093903-B-C22. XS acknowledges funding by the 

China Scholarship Council for a PhD scholarship 

(201806450043). EGR acknowledges funding 

provided by the Spanish Ministry of Science, 

Innovation and Universities (“Ramón y Cajal” 

fellowship RYC2018-026335-I). JA is funded by 

MICINN (Juan de la Cierva fellowship - IJC2018-

036074-I) 

 

REFERENCES 

Barrier, L., Proust, J.N., Nalpas, T., Robin, C. y 

Guillocheau, F. (2010): Control of Alluvial 

Sedimentation at Foreland-Basin Active 

Margins: A Case Study from the Northeastern 

Ebro Basin (Southeastern Pyrenees, Spain). 

Journal of Sedimentary Research, 80: 728-749. 

Cruset, D., Cantarero, I., Travé, A., Vergés, J. y 

John C.M.  (2016): Crestal graben fluid 

evolution during growth of the Puig-reig 

anticline (South Pyrenean fold and thrust belt). 

Journal of Geodynamics, 101: 30-50. 

Davis, J.M., Roy, N.D., Mozley, P.S. and Hall, J.S. 

(2006): The effect of carbonate cementation on 

permeability heterogeneity in fluvial aquifers: 

An outcrop analog study. Sedimentary Geology, 

184: 267-280. 

Dutton, S.P., White, C.D., Willis, B.J. and 

Novakovic, D. (2002): Calcite cement 

distribution and its effect on fluid flow in a 

deltaic sandstone, Frontier Formation, 

Wyoming. AAPG Bulletin, 86: 2007-2021. 

Morad, S. (1998): Carbonate cementation in 

sandstones: Distribution patterns and 

geochemical evolution.  IAS Special 

Publication. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Scientific, 

1-26. 

Sáez, A., Anadón, P., Herrero, M.J. y Moscariello, 

A. (2007): Variable style of transition between 

Palaeogene fluvial fan and lacustrine systems, 

southern Pyrenean foreland, NE Spain. 

Sedimentology, 54: 367-390. 

Taylor, K.G., Gawthorpe, R.L., Curtis, C.D., 

Marshall, J.D. and Awwiller, D.N. (2000): 

Carbonate cementation in a sequence-

stratigraphic framework: Upper Cretaceous 

sandstones, Book Cliffs, Utah-Colorado. 

Journal of Sedimentary Research, 70: 360-372. 

Williams, E.A., Ford, M., Vergés, J. and Artoni, A. 

(1998): Alluvial gravel sedimentation in a 

contractional growth fold setting, Sant 

Llorenc de Morunys, southeastern Pyrenees. 

Geological Society Special Publication, 134: 

69-106.



 

266 

 

 

FIGURE 1. Images of polarizing optical microscope and cathodoluminescence of calcite cements from the Puig-reig 

anticline: (a-b) prevalent pore filling calcite cements; (c-d) similar luminescence of calcite cement in vein, micro vein 

and pore filling; (e-f) non-luminous vein covering previous vein with bright orange luminescence. 
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