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Catalan Review, Vol. I, number 1, (1986), p. 341-356



http://www.nacs-catalanstudies.org/catalan_review.html�
http://www.nacs-catalanstudies.org/catalan_review.html�
http://www.nacs-catalanstudies.org/catalan_review.html�
http://www.nacs-catalanstudies.org/catalan_review.html�

HISTORY

One could say that assessments and review articles have constituted the
major activity of historiography in 1985. Thus, the I Congrés d'Historia
Moderna de Catalunya, organized by the Department of Modern History of
the University of Barcelona, took place in December 1984. Its Proceedings
cover the following areas: Historical Demography (Jordi Nadal), The Rural
Environment (Jaume Torras), Urban Life (Pierre Vilar, who a year later was
the object of an important tribute at the Estudis Generals de Lleida), Polici-
cal History (Pere Molas, who published Burguesia mercantil en la Espana del
Antiguo Régimen in 1985), History of the Religious Experience (Miquel
Batllori), and Culture and Mentality (R. Garcia Carcel).

In January 1985 a symposium took place on “La formacié i expansié del
feudalisme catala”, organized by the College of Girona and the Autono-
mous University of Barcelona, a detailed account of which, by Jaume Por-
tella, can be found in Recergues, 17. This symposium provided a much
needed survey of the topic, in which traditional concepts such as that of
“Reconquesta” were challenged.

Along the same lines, mention must be made of the following: V Col-
loqui Internacional d'Historia Oral, held in March at the Ateneu Barcelo-
nés and at the Insticur Municipal d'Historia de Barcelona and organized by
the Department of Contemporary History of the University of Barcelona
(its generic theme was "Power in Society”); the congresses on Historical
Demography (Universities of Palma de Mallorca and Valéncia, respec-
tively), which began to give substance to an increasingly important field of
expertise in the Paisos Catalans; the XXX Assemblea Intercomarcal d'Estu-
diosos; the publication of the proceedings of the XXV Assemblea (Baix
Llobregat), which show the results of five year's intense effort toward the
recovery of local archives and studies, a major factor in Catalan histori-
ography; the II Jornades de Recuperaci6 del Patrimoni Industrial (Barcelo-
na-Terrassa, October), organized by R. Aracil, J. Nadal, E. Casanellas and
S. Riera i Tuébols; still within this same, and very active field in 1985, the
reports of cthe 11T Sessi6 Plenaria del Grup P=rmanent Internacional de Tre-
ball de Geografia dels Textils (see the Treba /s de la Societat Catalana de
Geografia, June); the publication of Arguitectura industrial a Catalunya by ],
Corredor Mateos i J. M. Montaner, IJo. 13 (September 1985) of the journal
Debats, published by the Institucié Alfons el Magnanim of Valencia, en-
tirely devoted to economic history and industrial archacology — a field of
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specialization which has gathered support from more frequenc and solid
studies in the history of science and technology (cf., e.g., S. Riera i Tué-
bols, La ciéncia { la técnica a la W-lustvacid. F. Salvd § Campillo 1751-1828.

Alongside economic history mention should be made of studies on rural
history, a field that now has a journal (Estudis o' Historia Agravia) and the
Centre d'Estudis d'Historia Rural (a section of the Centre d'Estudis d'His-
toria [nternacional of the University of Barcelona, founded in November),
Related works are: Volume II, Expansién y crisis (1850-1900), in the series
“Historia Agraria de la Espafia Contemporinea”, edited by R. Garrabou
and J. Sanz; and Agronemia y fisiocracia en Espaiia, 1750-1820 (Valéncia,
Institucié Alfons el Magnanim) by Ernest Lluch and Ll. Argemi.

Economic history has also been the theme of a major exhibit, “Caralu-
nya, la Fabrica d'Espanya, 1833-1936", which took place during the sec-
ond half of 1985 at the old market El Born; Jordi Nadal and Jordi Malu-
quer were its principal consultants (a detailed catalogue is also available).

The history of modern and contemporary urban life constitutes another
flourishing field. Of special interest is the forthcoming II Congrés del Pla
de Barcelona, to be held under the auspices of the Insticur Municipal d'His-
toria de Barcelona (the Proceedings of the first congress appeared in 1982).
Also relevant are: the monographic issue, Barcelona: génesi i consolidacid del
fet metropolita, of the journal L'Auveng, and the doctoral dissertation Una
ctutat emmurallada al temps de la vevolucid industrial, Barcelona: cintat, societat {
politica (1833-1859) by Jestis Mestre (Department of Contemporary His-
tory, University of Barcelona).

There is considerable activity also in the fields of social and political
history. Among others, special reference should be made to various lecture
series and the upcoming historical bibliography on women in contemporary
Catalonia, to be published by the Centre d'Investigacio Historica de la
Dona (a section of CEHI of the University of Barcelona); also, Joan Comore-
ra, a biography by Miquel Caminal; and various studies about the Civil
War and the Franco era, such as Juan Garcia's La guerva civil espasiola.
Fuentes (published by Critica), and J. M. Solé Sabaté's La vepressid frangnista
a Catalunya, 1938-1953 (published by Edicions 62), Worthy of attention
is the formulation of fresh outlooks on social urban movements as applied
to the study of such peculiar phenomena as “el blasquisme” (cf. Debats,
Valéncia, June 1985) or el lerrouxisme" (cf. Joan Culla's docroral disserta-
tion El republicanisme lervouxista a Catalunya, 1901-1923, Department of
Contemporary History, University of Barcelona).
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The history of thought, culture, and nationalism is, likewise, an im-
portant part of Catalan historiography. Noteworthy among many others
are: Josep M. Torras i Bages' Obra Completa, Vol. I (Publicacions de I’ Aba-
dia de Montserrat, 1985); El temps del modernisme (a series of lectures de-
livered at the CIC of Terrassa, 1980); the appearance of Volume 13 of Ale-
xandre Gali's Histiria de les institucions i del moviment cultural a Catalunya
1900-1936; the series “Biblioteca de Classics del Nacionalisme Catald’”
(Edicions de la Magrana-Diputacié de Barcelona): Catalanisme i socialisme.
E! debat de 1923 by A. Fabra Ribas and R. Campalans (Vol. 10), Sacialisnie i
nacionalisme (1912-1932). Esevits republicans, socialistes i comunistes by A. Nin
(Vol. 11), and L'Església i el regionalisme i altves textos (1897-1899) by J.
Torras i Bages (Vol. 12).

Also representative of this series of assessments during 1985 are: the
lectures and reflections on the impact of Jaume Vicens Vives, who gave
both thrust and shape to modern historical studies in Caralonia, on the
occasion of the 25th anniversary of his death (cf. the monographic issue on
him in L'Aveng, June 1985); and the November issue of L'Aveny containing
*“Historia nacional i historia social” by A. Balcells, C. Marrti and J. Termes
— a thoughtful survey of historiography in Catalonia since the end of the
Franco era, as well as a methodological reflection and evaluarion of
the historian’s task and an equally important attempt to reappraise the con-
cept of national Catalan history.

JORDI CASASSAS [ YMBERT
UNIVERSITAT DE BARCELONA

Translation by Maria del Tnra Boix

LINGUISTICS

Afeer centuries of exclusion from public life and aut and out persecurion,
Catalan enjoys now an active revival at all levels — an index of which is the
heightened interest in linguistics and sociolinguistics and their relevance
for Catalan.

We will briefly mention first some important events that took place in
late 1984, Commemorating the 100th anniversary of the death of Manuel
Mila i Fontanals — the first Romance scholar in the Peninsula — the Town





