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IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVE SUBJECT HEADINGS

Enhanced 
accessibility

Subject headings 
play a crucial role in 

how we organize 
and find information

Reflecting 
diversity

Libraries should be 
mirrors of the 

diverse society we 
live in

User-centric 
approach

Key to creating 
subject headings 
that truly serve 

everyone
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HISTORICAL EVOLUTION

1910

Hermaphroditism

1946-1948

Homosexuality
Transvestism
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Bisexuality

1976

Homosexuals
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Gays
Transvestites

2007

Transgenderism
Transgender People
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Intersexual People
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Case of: 
LCSH



CALLS FOR TRANSFORMATION AND ALTERNATIVES

4

Call for the transformation of existing cataloging systems, embracing queer 
theories, indigenous perspectives, and challenging colonial biases.



MAIN OBJECTIVES

ANALYZE THE 
TERMINOLOGIES USED

EVALUATE THE 
INCLUSION OF 

EMERGING IDENTITIES

PROPOSE 
IMPROVEMENTS

1 2 3
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METHODOLOGY

DATA 
COLLECTION

COMPARATIVE 
ANALYSIS

INCLUSIVITY 
ASSESSMENT

PROPOSALS FOR 
IMPROVEMENT

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
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METHODOLOGY —  NATIONAL LIBRARIES
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HOMOSAURUS

Library and Archives 
Canada

Canadian Subject 
Headings

Library of Congress

Library of Congress 
Subject Headings

National Library of 
Portugal

SIPORbase

German National 
Library

DNB Professional

Biblioteca Nazionale 
Centrale di Firenze

Nuovo soggettario 

Biblioteca Nacional 
de España

Encabezamientos de 
Materia

Biblioteca Nacional 
de Catalunya

LEMAC



PRELIMINARY RESULTS

Homosaurus LOC LAC NLP BNE BNC BNCF GNL

Bisexuality Match Match Similar 
match Match Match Match Match

EXACT MATCH / SIMILAR MATCH / NO MATCH
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Bissexualidade masculinaNational Library of Portugal

ONGOING PROJECT



PRELIMINARY RESULTS
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SEXUALITY

Concepts 
related to 
sexuality

GENDER

Concepts 
related to 

gender identity

CONCEPTUAL COVERAGE

NO SCOPE NOTES



LIMITATIONS
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Cultural, linguistic, 
and regional 
differences

Data 
availability and 

accessibility

Specific set of 
national libraries

Challenges in 
implementation

Homosaurus as 
a point of 
departure

Diverse and 
dynamic 

language in use



CURRENT CHALLENGES IN SUBJECT HEADINGS

Representation 
gaps

Disagreements 
over 

nomenclature
1 4
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Language 
sensitivity 2

User 
feedback 3

Minoritization 
vs. 

Universalization
5

Adapting to 
evolving 

connotations
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FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS

Global 
representation

Broaden the 
scope of 
research

Linguistic 
considerations

Examine 
linguistic 
nuances 

User-centric 
approach

Incorporating 
user feedback

Collaborative 
solutions

 Co-creating 
subject 

headings
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Libraries should be the beating heart of 
inclusivity, where every reader can find 
a reflection of their identity and every 

voice can contribute to the collective 
narrative.
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