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The Research Institute of Applied Economics (IREA) in Barcelona was founded in 2005, as a research institute in 

applied economics. Three consolidated research groups make up the institute: AQR, RISK and GiM, and a large 

number of members are involved in the Institute. IREA focuses on four priority lines of investigation: (i) the 

quantitative study of regional and urban economic activity and analysis of regional and local economic policies, (ii) 

study of public economic activity in markets, particularly in the fields of empirical evaluation of privatization, the 

regulation and competition in the markets of public services using state of industrial economy, (iii) risk analysis in 

finance and insurance, and (iv) the development of micro and macro econometrics applied for the analysis of 

economic activity, particularly for quantitative evaluation of public policies. 

 

IREA Working Papers often represent preliminary work and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of such 

a paper should account for its provisional character. For that reason, IREA Working Papers may not be reproduced 

or distributed without the written consent of the author. A revised version may be available directly from the author. 
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  Abstract  

Abstract 

This paper investigates the impact of the school entry age policy on adolescent risk–taking 
behaviors. The policy mandates that children begin primary education in the year they 
turn six, creating relative age differences within cohorts due to a January 1st cutoff date. 
Using data from the Spanish School Survey on Drug Use, we analyze a comprehensive 
set of risky behaviors, including substance use, gambling, gaming, internet use, and 
sexual activity among students in the early adolescence in compulsory education. 
Employing an empirical strategy that compares students born in December (young–for–
grade) and January (old–for–grade) while controlling for potential confounders, we find 
that young–for–grade students are less likely to engage in risky behaviors. Findings are 
consistent across various robustness checks. Further analysis suggests that both absolute 
age differences and educational cycle effects contribute to these findings. Gender–
specific patterns reveal distinct effects for boys and girls, while school type shows limited 
variation. Notably, most behavioral differences diminish by late adolescence in high 
school. This research broadens our understanding of the non–academic impacts of school 
entry age policies contributing to the literature on education policy and adolescent 
development 
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