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processes has been hampered by the lack of consistent and extensive observations. Here, we present the
Land surface Interactions with the Atmosphere over the Iberian Semi-arid Environment (LIAISE) project
field campaign which brought together ground-based (surface energy budget estimated at 7 sites, 269 radio
soundings made at 2 sites and multiple remote sensing instruments for profiling the lower atmosphere),
airborne measurements (3 airplanes and numerous drones measuring surface and atmospheric properties)
and satellite data (to derive estimates of irrigation timing, soil moisture, evapotranspiration and surface
temperature) to improve our understanding of key natural and anthropogenic land processes and boundary
layer feedbacks. The study area is in the Ebro basin of northeastern Spain in a hot, dry Mediterranean climate,
with a sharp demarcation between a vast intensively irrigated region and a much drier rainfed zone to the east.
Analysis of the observations reveal strong surface heterogeneities of evapotranspiration within the irrigated
zone (differences upwards of approximately 7 mm day-1 between fields), linked to the crop type, vegetation
phenology and soil moisture, all of which were modulated by irrigation. The significant surface flux differences
between the irrigated and rainfed zones were found to result in strongly contrasting atmospheric boundary
layer properties (between 2 supersites separated by 14 km) extending upwards through the lowest several km

of the atmosphere.

1. Introduction

One of the greatest challenges facing environmental science is un-
derstanding future changes in the terrestrial hydrological cycle and
their resulting impacts on water resources. International organizations,
such as the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), have recog-
nized that human activities play a key role in modifying the continental
water cycle and must therefore be considered in climate change pro-
jections and water resource impact studies. This issue is particularly
critical for agricultural areas in regions where water resources are
already limited, such as the Mediterranean basin. Climate projections
from the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 5 (CMIP5:
Taylor et al., 2012) predict that the Mediterranean region will be a
climate change “hot spot” in the twenty-first century (Diffenbaugh
and Giorgi, 2012), characterized by greater interannual precipitation
variability, more frequent heat waves, and overall warming and drying
trends. More recently, Cos et al. (2022) analyzed CMIP6 (Eyring et al.,
2016) simulations and showed that the predicted future warming and
drying in the Mediterranean region are more related to global than
regional trends. Nevertheless, the Iberian Peninsula is expected to
experience increasing stress on water resources due to warmer and drier
conditions projected for the twenty-first century. With rainfall largely
confined to the autumn and spring seasons, human management of
natural river systems is required to provide water for crops, as well
as for a growing population and expanding agricultural activities. This
includes the irrigation of crops that have historically received little
or no irrigation, such as wine grapes (van Leeuwen et al.,, 2024),
along with olives and almonds. These considerations highlight the need
for well-managed irrigation to maintain sustainable agriculture in the
future (Portner et al., 2022).

Irrigation is known to have a significant impact on the partitioning
of latent and sensible heat fluxes in the surface energy budget (SEB),
and thus on near-surface atmospheric state variables (e.g., Jiang et al.
2014; Phillips et al., 2022). Consequently, irrigation can potentially
affect local atmospheric boundary layer (ABL) properties, thereby al-
tering near-surface atmospheric conditions within and downwind of
irrigated areas (e.g., Lawston et al., 2020), mesoscale circulation pat-
terns (e.g., Mahrt et al., 1994; Lunel et al., 2024a), and potentially the
regional-scale recycling of precipitation (Lo and Famiglietti, 2013; Alter
et al., 2015; Udina et al., 2024). Brooke et al. (2023) showed that con-
trasts in near-surface meteorological parameters and boundary-layer
thermodynamic profiles are established during the morning transition,
developing rapidly shortly after sunrise, and becoming well established
by convective onset. Cuxart et al. (2012) provided observational evi-
dence of an enhanced nocturnal jet during summer over the Ebro basin,
attributed to stronger nighttime thermal contrasts between irrigated
zones and higher surrounding slopes. In addition, irrigated zones often
contain reservoirs, which can further enhance regional or mesoscale
evapotranspiration (ET). Reservoirs, as areas of potentially large evap-
oration rates, are also likely to impact the ABL. While it is generally

accepted that the magnitude of irrigation’s impact on the atmosphere
depends on geographic location and climate, there remains debate
over whether its effects are primarily local or can extend to larger
scales, influencing regional circulation and precipitation patterns (Lo
and Famiglietti, 2013).

The representation of the surface energy budget (SEB), particularly
the ability to model radiative and turbulent interactions between the
canopy airspace and the ground, is crucial for simulating surface fluxes
over sparse or heterogeneous vegetation. However, it is well known
that climate predictions over semi-arid regions are prone to biases
in climate model variables, especially land surface temperature (LST),
soil moisture, surface runoff, and SEB components, which can in turn
affect land—-atmosphere coupling and feedback mechanisms. This issue
is exacerbated by the Mediterranean basin’s highly heterogeneous land
cover, characterized by a mix of natural and anthropized surfaces. The
current representation of anthropization in land surface models (LSMs),
and consequently in global climate models (GCMs), is at a relatively
early stage and requires urgent improvement to produce accurate future
projections of water resources and changes in the global water cy-
cle (Harding et al., 2015). A key challenge is improving the estimation
of evapotranspiration (ET) from semi-arid natural and anthropized
surfaces, including irrigated and non-irrigated crops, for both practical
applications and modeling studies. The eddy correlation technique is
the most widely used method to estimate the turbulent flux components
of the SEB (Cuxart and Boone, 2020). These flux estimates can be
compared with ET measurements obtained from weighable lysime-
ters (Hirschi et al., 2017), facilitating comparisons between irrigation
demand as simulated by LSMs and actual irrigation practices in the
region. A critical consideration is obtaining quantitative estimates of
the partitioning among different ET components, particularly since bare
soil evaporation typically represents a “water loss” (i.e., a reduction
in water use efficiency) in irrigated areas (Agam et al., 2012). This
partitioning can be assessed for crops using eddy covariance techniques
combined with isotopic analyses (e.g., Aouade et al., 2016; Quade et al.,
2019), sap-flow measurements (Cammalleri et al., 2013), and weighing
lysimeters (Rafi et al., 2019).

The understanding of the impact of anthropogenic processes in
Earth system models has been hindered by a lack of consistent and
extensive observations. Numerous field campaigns have focused on
water resource issues in semi-arid landscapes across different regions
of the world. Examples include the European Field Experiment in a
Desertification-Threatened Area (EFEDA: Bolle, 1995), the Hydrologic
Atmospheric Pilot Experiment in the Sahel (HAPEX-Sahel: Goutorbe
et al., 1997), the Semi-Arid Land-Surface-Atmosphere (SALSA) pro-
gram (Goodrich et al., 2000), and the Grape Remote Sensing Atmo-
spheric Profile and Evapotranspiration Experiment (GRAPEX: Kustas
et al.,, 2018). The Bushland Evapotranspiration and Agricultural Re-
mote Sensing Experiment of 2008 (BEAREX08) (Evett et al., 2012)
was conducted to improve the understanding of evaporative water
use and efficiency in semi-arid irrigated areas. In particular, it exam-
ined the impact of mesoscale advection from arid regions on irrigated
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fields and its influence on locally measured evapotranspiration (ET).
In recent years, advances in land surface and atmospheric observing
capabilities, coupled with the expansion of irrigated areas, have created
renewed opportunities for dedicated field campaigns in contrasting
climatic regions. For example, the Great Plains Irrigation Experiment
(GRAINEX), conducted in summer 2018, investigated the effects of
irrigation on coupled surface-atmosphere processes over a mesoscale
region in eastern Nebraska (Rappin et al., 2021).

Here, we present an overview of the Land Surface Interactions
with the Atmosphere over the Iberian Semi-Arid Environment (LIAISE)
project, initiated under the auspices of the Hydrological Cycle in the
Mediterranean Experiment (HyMeX: Drobinski et al., 2014) project.
The overarching objective of LIAISE is to enhance our understanding
of the impact of anthropization on the water cycle, focusing on land-
atmosphere-hydrology interactions and the limitations of models in
representing all aspects of the terrestrial water cycle in the semi-arid en-
vironment of the Iberian Peninsula. The key topics addressed by LIAISE
include: (i) the influence of heterogeneity in land cover, including large
irrigated areas, on area-averaged surface fluxes of momentum, heat,
and moisture, (ii) the consequences of land-atmosphere interactions
on local precipitation initiation and boundary layer evolution, (iii)
the interactions between soil moisture and the atmosphere, (iv) the
interactions among soil moisture, reservoirs, and groundwater in both
natural and irrigated regions, (v) the impact of anthropogenic changes
on runoff generation and its influence on streamflow and reservoir
storage, and (vi) the implications of human activities for the future
evolution of the hydrological cycle. The acronym LIAISE was chosen de-
liberately, as the English word “liaise” signifies cooperation on a matter
of mutual concern, aptly reflecting the project’s goal of achieving a
better understanding of the impact of anthropization on the regional
water cycle.

The LIAISE study area is situated in the Ebro Basin of northeastern
Spain, within the Urgell region. This region has a semi-arid, hot,
and dry Mediterranean climate, with a sharp demarcation between an
almost continuously irrigated area and the much drier rainfed zone to
the east of the study area. Water for this region is supplied by the 150-
year-old Urgell Canal, which originates in the Pyrénées mountains to
the north and supports several irrigation districts. In 2021, the canal ir-
rigated a surface area of approximately 90,000 hectares (Bellvert et al.,
2024). Most agricultural fields in the Urgell region utilize traditional
flood (or gravity) irrigation, which is employed for orchards (mainly
apple and pear), annual crops such as maize, and semi-perennial crops
like alfalfa. Water delivery turns occur on average every 10 days.
During each turn, leveled fields (designed to minimize the effects of
local slopes) are inundated from a single distribution point. Sprinkler
systems, including pivots and ramps, have been installed and are
primarily used for crops such as barley and maize. Similarly, a small
proportion of plots are equipped with drip irrigation systems, which
are mainly used for high-value “cash crops” like broccoli and certain
fruit orchards. Despite these advancements, fields utilizing sprinkler
and drip irrigation systems still constitute only a small fraction of the
total irrigated area.

This paper presents a summary of the intensive phase of the LIAISE
field campaign, which brought together ground-based and airborne
measurements, satellite data, and modeling studies to improve our
understanding of key natural and anthropogenic land processes and
their subsequent feedbacks with the Mediterranean boundary layer and
the basin-scale hydrological cycle. These observations provide data that
highlight gaps in our knowledge and identify current model deficiencies
in land surface processes and land-atmosphere interactions within a
semi-arid region characterized by strong surface heterogeneity due to
contrasts between the natural landscape and intensive agriculture. A
summary of the 2021 field campaign measurements is provided in
Section 2. Several products derived from the field data are summarized
in Section 3, and the conclusions along with some perspectives are
discussed in Section 4.

Journal of the European Meteorological Society 2 (2025) 100007
2. LIAISE field campaign

The LIAISE study area is located in the Ebro Basin in northeastern
Spain, bounded by the Pyrenees to the north and the Iberian System
to the south. Surface heterogeneity in this region has increased due
to human activity, which has significantly modified the hydrological
cycle and landscape, primarily through intensive agricultural practices.
Most of the basin’s runoff is generated in the Pyrenees, prompting
the construction of infrastructure to store and transport water from
the mountainous areas to agricultural fields. Approximately 75% of
the water used for agriculture is stored in reservoirs, while the re-
mainder relies on the snowpack in the mountains. This infrastructure
has boosted agricultural production and greatly expanded irrigated
areas. However, it has also led to the abandonment of agricultural
lands in the headwaters region, resulting in forest expansion, increased
evapotranspiration (ET), and reduced river flows. Consequently, the
human component of the Ebro system cannot be excluded from any
study seeking to understand the basin’s water cycle, which is influenced
by both meteorological and hydrological processes.

The field campaign focused on an approximately 30 x 30 km area
located in the eastern part of the basin, covering the Catalan counties
of Urgell and Pla d’Urgell (Fig. 1). In this figure, the Normalized
Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) for June 24, 2021, is shown. The
deeper green shades correspond to denser vegetation coverage within
the irrigated zone on the plain, as well as in forested areas at higher
altitudes to the east-southeast and north of the irrigated zone. The
locations of the seven sites with surface measurements (described in
Section 2.7) are indicated by triangles. Within the study area, the
Canal d’Urgell runs roughly north-south, separating the two zones and
providing irrigation water primarily to the west. The principal source
of water for this canal is reservoirs in the upper Segre basin in the
Pre-Pyrenees, to the north of the study area (Vicente-Serrano et al.,
2017). Most of the irrigation in the LIAISE study area is flood irrigation,
although some areas in the eastern part of the region use drip irrigation,
fed by the Segarra-Garrigues canal (Ricart et al., 2016).

2.1. Observing period strategy

The main goal of the campaign was to acquire data that would
improve the understanding of land-surface-atmosphere interactions
over two contrasting areas (with and without irrigation) and how such
contrasts potentially impact atmospheric circulation over this region.
LIAISE uses a multidisciplinary approach, consisting of a suite of land
surface models (LSMs) and hydrological and meteorological models
that employ remote sensing data or data assimilation strategies to
prescribe input parameters and perform evaluations. The observational
strategy consisted of three periods in 2021:

1. The Long Observation Period (LOP) monitored slowly evolving
land surface state variables (such as soil moisture, evapotran-
spiration (ET), and soil temperature) and relatively autonomous
surface flux measurements at five sites, each characterized by
different but regionally representative land cover types. This
period covered the growing season of summer crops, ending in
October or November. Standard meteorological variables were
also measured.

2. The Special Observation Period (SOP) took place from July 15—
29, when contrasts between irrigated and natural surfaces were
generally at or near their maximum. Intensive ground-based
and airborne measurements of the atmospheric boundary layer
(ABL) were conducted, along with ecophysiological observations
and high-spatial-resolution mesoscale remote sensing of surface
variables from aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).
Two additional local-scale energy budgets and soil moisture sites
were added for the SOP to calibrate or evaluate surface remote
sensing data from aircraft.
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Fig. 1. The NDVI on the 24th of June 2021, shown over the LIAISE region. The location over Catalonia is shown in the lower left inset. The corresponding type of land cover for
each of the test sites can be found in Table 3. The observation sites are indicated by symbols, and they are described in Section 2.7. The location of Lleida (not an observation site)
is included for reference. Negative values indicate missing or flagged data. The NDVI data is the Copernicus Sentinel-2 (processed by ESA), 2021, MSI Level-2 A BOA Reflectance

Product, Collection 0, (doi.org/10.5270/S2_-6eb6imz) from the European Space Agency.

3. The Intensive Observation Periods (IOPs) were defined as days
within the SOP that had sufficiently good meteorological condi-
tions to justify the full complement of measurements described
in point 2. Fortuitously, the weather during the SOP was nearly
ideal, allowing for 11 IOP days.

2.1.1. Salient weather conditions

In late July, synoptic-scale winds are typically light and come from
the west, and a thermal (heat) low generally forms over the region,
with daily highs in the mid to upper 30s°C at midday. However, it
is not uncommon for temperatures to exceed 40 °C for several days.
This synoptic situation strongly influences surface winds. Some shallow
cumulus formation is possible, but moist convection, when present, is
generally confined to the surrounding mountain ranges. Due to the
proximity of the Mediterranean Sea to the east, the formation of a sea
breeze is quite common (Jiminéz Cortéz et al., 2023), but its inland
propagation is slowed by the presence of the Catalan pre-coastal and
coastal ranges that separate the Ebro basin from the sea (Lunel et al.,
2024b). The intensity of the westerlies and the strength of the thermal
low also contribute to the propagation and intensity of the sea breeze
front, which is locally known as the Marinada when it reaches the
Ebro basin. In general, the sea breeze front arrived during the field
campaign between 16:00 and 19:00 local time over the study area
from the east, with the dry-zone locations being affected earlier. The
passage of the sea breeze was observed as a low-level wind shift (to
easterly winds) over the entire region, while horizontal scanning lidar
observations also showed a significant increase in low-level moisture.
The arrival of the sea breeze generally coincided with the collapse of
the atmospheric boundary layer (ABL) in the late afternoon due to
reduced surface heating and turbulence. Days with a predicted early
arrival of the sea breeze were not designated as IOPs during the daily
briefings (see Section 2.2). An IOP was defined a priori as a relatively
clear day characterized by a well-mixed ABL with weak synoptic-scale
forcing, such that surface-induced local to regional-scale circulations
were most likely to be present and detectable.

2.1.2. Summary of SOP weather conditions

The weather during the SOP was close to the average climatological
conditions expected for this time of year, with mostly clear skies and
little precipitation. The weather conditions early in the SOP (15-19
July) were characterized by clear skies and westerly low-level flow,
with maximum daily highs increasing from around 30 °C at the begin-
ning of the period to 35 °C by the end. This was followed by a relatively
hot period (20-23 July), which was characterized by clear skies and
the formation of a thermal low. Daily maximum temperatures started
around 36 °C and increased to 39 °C by the last two days of the period.
Over the next two days (24-25 July), maximum temperatures dropped
to the lower 30s°C, associated with some high clouds and westerly near-
surface winds ahead of an approaching synoptic-scale trough. A rain
event occurred on 26 July, associated with the passage of this trough.
Local rainfall totals of about 30 mm were recorded over the irrigated
zone; however, the convective cells propagated to the northeast, and
the dry zone received relatively little rain, reinforcing the wet-dry zone
contrast during the following days of the SOP. Maximum air temper-
atures remained in the upper 20s°C on this day. The next two days
(27-28 July) were marked by synoptic-scale anticyclonic conditions
with fairly clear skies and a return to daily maximum temperatures
of around 32 °C. A thermal low regime was observed on 29 July,
with relatively clear skies and temperatures climbing back into the
mid-30s°C.

2.2. Forecast support/decisions

A daily briefing was held each morning (09:00 to 12:00 local time),
consisting of a review of the previous day’s scientific activities and
potential technical issues, a forecast briefing, and a final discussion
to propose an IOP day two days in advance, confirm it one day in
advance, and possibly cancel it on the morning of the IOP (in case
of poorly anticipated deterioration of weather conditions or technical
issues). Daily forecast briefings were provided by a team of forecasters
from the Meteorological Service of Catalonia (SMC) and three students
from the National Meteorological School (ENM) of Météo-France. The
forecasts were based on operational model output from a version of the
Weather Research and Forecast (WRF) model used operationally by the


https://doi.org/10.5270/S2_-6eb6imz

A. Boone, J. Bellvert, M. Best et al.

Journal of the European Meteorological Society 2 (2025) 100007

numbers of Rs{ © 12 14 14 14 14
>10000 . o ® ‘o o 00 o o
8000
E
.
] 6000
-
-
bu)
= 4000
(L B ] f . Syt [ )
L]
2000 2 -~
-
UKMO
0 e CNRM

- NS oty o eme oo .?p
. 0

16 14 13 16 14

14/07 15/07 16/07 17/07 18/07 19/07 20/07 21/07 22/07 23/07 24/07 25/07 26/07 27/07 28/67 29/07

days

Fig. 2. Time series of available soundings for both the CNRM (green: La Cendrosa) and the UKMO (yellow: Els Plans). The numbers at the top of the plot provide the number of

radiosondes per day.

SMC (Mercader et al., 2010), the European Centre for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), the ARPEGE model (Research Actions
from Small to Large Scales: Courtier et al.,, 1994), and the AROME
model (Application of Research at the Operational Mesoscale: Seity
et al., 2011), of which the latter two are used and maintained at
Météo-France. The operational WRF-ARW (Advanced Research WRF)
configuration uses a cascaded grid nesting from 9 to 3 km spatial
resolution, but output from a research version running at 1.5 km was
also used. AROME (with a domain covering most of Spain) is run oper-
ationally at 1.3 km. The other two models are global (with resolutions
slightly less than about 10 km over the area). These forecasts were used
to coordinate the timing and flight paths of aircraft, various surface-
based atmospheric monitoring operations such as tethered balloon
operations and radiosonde soundings, and coordination with the teams
carrying out surface measurements for the calibration and evaluation
of data from airborne sensors.

2.3. Radiosoundings

Radiosondes are essential for sampling the atmospheric state in the
vertical. During the SOP, 11 days of favorable conditions with dry
convection were documented. Hourly radiosonde releases were done at
the two main sites: La Cendrosa (irrigated) and Els Plans (rainfed and
dry, see Fig. 1 and Section 2.7). Radiosoundings using Vaisala RS92-
SGP receivers were conducted at the Els Plans site. On four evenings,
the soundings were extended until 23:00 local time to capture the ABL
evening transition. Radiosondes reached a maximum height of 8 km.
At La Cendrosa, both Vaisala RS41-SGP (for the first and last releases
at 0700 and 1700 UTC) and RS92-SGP (for all other releases) receivers
were used. A total of 269 radiosondes were launched, with 11 IOPs
(154 radiosondes) at the irrigated site and 7 IOPs (115 radiosondes) at
the rainfed site. Reusable radiosondes, developed by the CNRM (Legain
et al.,, 2013), were also used during this campaign at the irrigated
site. The reusable radiosonde consists of a conventional version under
a set of two balloons inflated differently: one for ascent and one for
descent. The carrier balloon is released by a cutting system that triggers
at a chosen pressure level, and the radiosonde then falls at a descent
rate controlled by the remaining (slowing) balloon. During the LIAISE
IOP days, only 35 radiosondes were used (the maximum reuse of one
radiosonde was 15 times). A summary of the releases and the maximum
radiosonde heights is shown graphically in Fig. 2. These soundings
provided a detailed description of the vertical structure of the lower
troposphere above each surface. See Brooke et al. (2023) for more
details on the radiosounding protocols and analysis.

2.4. Measurements of the properties of the lower atmosphere

Multiple instruments were combined to create a strategy for mea-
suring high vertical resolution profiles of atmospheric properties and

turbulence from the surface layer through the lowest few kilometers
of the atmosphere at several sites. These measurements are valuable
for studying how surface fluxes of heat, mass (water), and momentum
interact with the lower atmosphere and influence ABL development.

The properties of the lowest several hundred meters of the atmo-
sphere were measured at La Cendrosa using tethered balloon flights
(at heights of 50 to 600 m), which were conducted on IOP days from
approximately sunrise to early evening. A vertical profiling Leosphere
WindcubeV2 lidar (40 to 250 m) was in operation throughout the SOP.
During the SOP at Els Plans, the evening transition soundings were ex-
tended into the stable boundary layer by the deployment of a tethered
balloon, which provided a total of 67 profiles up to 300-400 m above
the surface during nine nights. A 1.5 pm Halo Photonics Streamline
lidar was installed to measure radial backscatter and Doppler velocity
from the aerosols. The Halo operated in zenith view, so the vertical
velocity and the vertical component of turbulence were continuously
monitored. A second lidar setup was installed near this site, facing
north, with a swath across the transition zone between the irrigated and
rainfed zones, providing measurements of state variables and turbulent
fluxes. Finally, the lower atmosphere was monitored at Mollerussa
using a Radio Acoustic Sounding System (RASS) sodar to provide
vertical profiles of wind and virtual temperature between 40 and 300 m
a.s.l.

Two ultra-high-frequency (UHF) wind profiler radars were deployed
during the summer at La Cendrosa and Els Plans. Both were 1.274 GHz
Doppler radars, with five beams (one vertical and four oblique beams,
15° from zenith), which enabled the retrieval of the mean wind pro-
file from 200 m a.g.l. to about 3000 or 4000 m a.g.l, as well as
the ABL depth. These radars allowed continuous description of lower
tropospheric dynamics and revealed evidence of the entrance of the
Marinada, vertical shear, decreases in wind speed within the convective
atmospheric boundary layer (CBL) due to dry convection, and free
tropospheric flow. Doppler spectra provided access to profiles of the
turbulent kinetic energy (TKE) dissipation rates (Jacoby-Koaly et al.,
2002) and vertical velocity variance. Recently, Philibert et al. (2024)
developed a new algorithm to retrieve the complex structure of the
low troposphere based on UHF radar reflectivity and Doppler spectral
width, which are related to inversions and dry convection, respectively.
This algorithm was used in LIAISE to describe the CBL depth and to
detect internal boundary layers, residual layers, or advected boundary
layers. Results showed that the CBL is often deeper over Els Plans,
consistent with the drier surface and larger sensible heat flux, though
not always. The UHF wind profiles were complementary to the cor-
responding RS measurements for the lower troposphere (albeit with
greater vertical resolution).

Precipitation characteristics and related microphysical processes
were also studied during the LIAISE field campaign. Previous studies
have reported that sharp vegetation contrasts may influence not only
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Table 1

A summary of the atmospheric profile measurements from in-situ (balloon-based or UAVs) or remote sensing. Note that TOA (top of the
atmosphere) represents soundings reaching the upper part of the troposphere (>= 10 km altitude) which were released less frequently than the
other radiosondes (RS) (see Fig. 2). Further details on the instruments are given in the text.

Surface up to Surface layer up to Surface layer up to

Surface up to the 200 m to 3-4 km Location

~100 m several 100 m the height shown height shown

- lidar tethered balloon RS (~3 km) UHF La Cendrosa
(600 m) & TOA

UAV RASS - - - Mollerussa

UAV lidar tethered balloon RS (~8 km) UHF Els Plans
(400 m) & TOA

boundary layer characteristics and mesoscale circulations but also con-
vective initiation (Pielke, Sr., 2001; Wang et al., 2011; Huang et al.,
2019), which may lead to subsequent heterogeneities in the precipi-
tation field. To assess the possible effects of surface characteristics on
precipitation processes, additional instrumentation complementing the
operational rain gauge observations and C-band weather radar products
covering the area was deployed. In particular, through the coopera-
tion of Météo-France, Université Grenoble-Alpes, and the University
of Barcelona, three sites (La Cendrosa, Mollerussa, and Tarrega SMC)
covering both the irrigated and rainfed LIAISE domains were equipped
with co-located Micro Rain Radars and PARSIVEL laser disdrometers to
observe precipitation particle size and fall speed spectra at ground level
and over a 3-km height column with 1-minute resolution. A fourth site
(Tordera-AEMET) was also equipped with a laser disdrometer. These
data sets allow for an analysis of the microphysical characteristics of
precipitation events during LIAISE. Preliminary results indicate similar
characteristics of precipitation in both irrigated and rainfed areas, as
well as the importance of sub-cloud rainfall evaporation in both (Bech
et al., 2024; Polls et al., 2024).

2.5. Unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) flights

Drone flights were conducted by several institutes during the LI-
AISE field campaign. The drone activities in July 2021 had four main
priorities: (a) analysis of vegetation activity through solar-induced fluo-
rescence (SIF) imaging (6 flights), (b) identification of vegetation stress
situations using multispectral and thermal imaging (26 flights), (c)
meteorological vertical profiling of wind, temperature, and humidity
(36 flights), and (d) support flights to provide high-precision maps

and digital elevation models (5 flights). Some of the flights, such as
the SIF flights, were closely coordinated with manned flights. The
significance of SIF is that it can serve as a proxy for photosynthesis and
transpiration. The drones proved to be valuable and complementary
tools alongside ground-based and other airborne systems (e.g., bal-
loons, manned aircraft). Fig. 3 shows data from the tower at Els Plans
(blue circles) and data acquired by the Q17 drone on July 28, 2021,
at Els Plans. For information on the Q17 and its instrumentation, see
Wrenger and Cuxart (2024). The flights shown in Fig. 3 were performed
as part of an inter-method comparison using the tower operated by
the UKMO as the reference and thereby ensure the data quality of
the UAV flights. The choice of this day was mainly for two reasons.
First, from a pragmatic standpoint, the 28th was near the end of the
SOP and most of the measurement objectives had been attained thus
there was additional time to make these flights. Second, the goal of the
flights were to capture the evening transition (in terms of going from
unstable to stable near surface conditions) and the anticipated weather
conditions were relatively calm and anticyclonic and thus favorable
(see Section 2.1.2). Finally, a UAV was used at Mollerussa to obtain
profiles of the lower atmosphere. Several UAV flights equipped with
multispectral and thermal imaging cameras were also conducted to
evaluate the performance of the thermally based two-source energy
balance (TSEB) model for estimating diurnal ET and its partitioning
components. A list of the sites that had UAV flights for measuring the
properties of the lower atmosphere, along with other measurements of
the lower atmosphere, is summarized in Table 1.

2.6. Aircraft based measurements

Three manned aircraft were flown over the LIAISE study zone dur-
ing the SOP period (15-29 July, 2021). They included instrumentation
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Fig. 4. Flight paths for the ATR42. The red flight lines running from the southwest to the northeast correspond to the (first) turbulence leg of the flight (at 5 stacked vertical
levels) over the irrigated and rainfed zones. The 9 transverse parallel (green) flight lines running from northwest to southeast correspond to the (second) constant altitude surface
(GLORI and HyPlant) scanning leg. A summary of the flights is given in Table 2. The GLORI soil moisture product was evaluated using data from a soil moisture monitoring

network containing the Boldd site (blue outlined region).

to characterize the atmospheric state, to make turbulence measure-
ments and to estimate various surface properties. The objectives and
complementarity of these flights are described in this section.

2.6.1. Atmospheric state and turbulence

The French Office of Aircraft Instrumented for Environmental Re-
search (SAFIRE) ATR-42 (Avions de Transport Régional: Regional Trans-
port Aircraft) aircraft flew intensively in the LIAISE field campaign re-
gion, equipped with instruments capable of measuring high-frequency
wind, temperature, and humidity data to document the characteristics
of the ABL above the LIAISE study area. Details about the instrumen-
tation and processing are provided in Said et al. (2010), Brilouet et al.
(2021), and Bony et al. (2022). The aircraft explored the atmosphere
above two areas: irrigated (wet) and rainfed (dry). The flight paths
over the LIAISE study area are shown in Fig. 4. Atmospheric state and
turbulence legs, each 35 km long, were first flown around midday at
five stacked vertical levels ranging from 300 m to several kilometers in
height, within and above the ABL (indicated by the red lines running
southwest to northeast). Next, the ATR-42 made 9 transverse, nearly
constant-altitude flights (at a height of approximately 1150 m) that
crossed the interface between the wet and dry areas, as indicated by
the parallel green lines. These are referred to as the GLORI-HyPlant
scanning legs. The Global Navigation Satellite System Reflectometry
Instrument (GLORI), developed and maintained by CESBIO, was in-
stalled on the SAFIRE aircraft. It was used to generate a complete set
of Global Navigation Satellite System Reflectometry (GNSS-R) airborne
data, which provided an estimate of surface soil moisture (SSM) at a
100 m resolution. The HyPlant sensor, a high-performance airborne
imaging spectrometer operated by Forschungszentrum Jiilich, was used
to retrieve the SIF from the high-resolution HyPlant radiance data. See
Section 2.6.2 for further details on the GLORI and HyPlant instruments.
The focus of these legs was on scanning the surface properties, although
atmospheric measurements were also taken. See Table 2 for a summary.

A 5 km high-pass filter was applied to the 25 Hz time series
to remove mesoscale variability. The fluctuations in vertical wind,

potential temperature, and water vapor mixing ratio are denoted as w’,
t’, and q’, respectively, along the stacked legs. The turbulent moments
associated with these fluctuations were calculated for each leg. The
kinematic sensible and latent heat flux profiles, denoted by <w’t’> and
<w’q’>, respectively, are shown in Fig. 5. These profiles were estimated
within and above the ABL by the ATR-42 research aircraft on July 15,
2021. The profiles are supplemented near the surface by estimates from
a 50 m instrumented mast and a tethered balloon-borne turbulence
probe. In this example, the highest thermal production is identified
in the dry region, with the kinematic sensible heat flux, <w’t’>, being
twice as large compared to the moist region. The moisture flux, <w’q’>,
is approximately zero in the dry zone and positive in the wet zone,
reflecting the strong contrast in water content between the two areas.
This example also shows the complexity of the exchange between the
two areas, with a positive moisture flux observed over the top of the
ABL. Additional legs were flown by the ATR-42 at a constant altitude
(1150 m a.g.l.), crossing the two areas (irrigated and rainfed). These
transverse legs can also be used to estimate turbulent moments and
should be useful in understanding the horizontal transport of heat and
moisture between the wet and dry zones.

Note that at the beginning of the SOP, there was no marked dif-
ference between the two areas in terms of near-surface turbulence
(and thus the ABL depth, as seen in Fig. 5). However, complementary
analyses (not shown) revealed a complex lower troposphere over the
wet area on several other SOP days, with fairly strong turbulence
detected above the surface-coupled mixed boundary layer (the top of
the ABL was determined through a synergy of several remote sensing
and radiosonde methods). This mixed layer was shallower, cooler and
less turbulent over the irrigated area than in the dry zone, while also
being overlaid by another turbulent layer. This may be interpreted
as either an internal boundary layer and/or as the advection of the
neighboring, drier, and deeper boundary layer above this wetter mixed
layer.
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List of the 8 ATR-42 flight dates, number of legs done above the arid area/above the humid area from one side to the other, median time
over the considered duration of the flight, and estimates of mean ABL depth (Zi) from UHF wind profilers using the CALOTRITON algorithm

(Philibert et al., 2024) or radiosoundings.

Date Numbers of legs Mean flight time (UTC) Average Zi
(year-month-day) arid/humid/GLORI arid/humid zone (m)
2021-07-15 5/5/9 12:30 700/750
2021-07-16 5/5/9 12:00 700/600
2021-07-17 5/5/9 14:00 650/450
2021-07-20 5/5/9 12:00 1350/1750
2021-07-21 5/5/9 12:00 400/300
2021-07-22 5/5/9 14:00 1750/1700
2021-07-27 5/5/9 13:30 1200/1250
2021-07-28 5/5/9 13:30 1500/600
2000 2000
® ATR42 humid
ATR42 arid
1750 1750 b
a ) 1 ) 1 50m tower humid
50m tower arid
1500 1500 tetheredsond
_ . Zi humid zone
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Fig. 5. Vertical profile of kinematic (a) heat flux and (b) moisture flux observed on July 15 2021. Orange and green symbols denote the two different explored areas, arid (rainfed)

and humid (irrigated), respectively. Dashed lines represent the ABL top (Zi).

2.6.2. Aircraft-based remote sensing of surface properties

SSM has been identified by the Global Climate Observing Sys-
tem (GCOS) as an essential climate variable, crucial for characteriz-
ing the Earth’s climate. Recently, numerous SSM products and ap-
proaches have been developed, based on the use of passive radiometers
(e.g., SMOS, SMAP, or AMSR-E) or active synthetic aperture radars
(SARs) and scatterometers (e.g., ERS, ASCAT, Sentinel-1, Radarsat,
TerraSAR, ALOS/PALSAR, or SAOCOM). SSM maps obtained from the
airborne GLORI GNSS-R on board the ATR42 were developed during
the SOP phase of the field campaign. The SSM mapping is based on
the I'RL map at 100 m resolution (Zribi et al., 2022). The inversion
model was applied to each grid, incorporating both I'y; (reflectivity)
information and NDVI calculated from Sentinel-2 data. Maps of vol-
umetric water content (m3 m~3) were generated for flights on July
22, 2021, and July 27, 2021 (after a precipitation event), as shown
in Fig. 6. In both cases, a clear contrast between irrigated and rainfed
areas was observed, with higher moisture levels in the irrigated areas.
Reflectance and ground truth measurements are available in the LIAISE
database, as described in Dassas et al. (2024). While coarse spatial
resolution SSM products have been evaluated over a wide range of
ecosystems, there is a lack of comparative studies for the very high
spatial resolution (a few meters) products that have become available in
recent years. LIAISE provided a unique opportunity to evaluate the ac-
curacy of these high-resolution SSM products (Ouaadi et al., 2024). The
evaluation showed that products derived from active microwave data
(radar) generally outperformed products based on the disaggregation
of coarse-scale SSM products. Interestingly, some areas that were drip-
irrigated by the Segarra-Garrigues Canal outside the main irrigation

zone (in areas enclosed by black rectangles in Fig. 6) had relatively
high SSM values in the GLORI product, which were not seen in the
disaggregated product presented in Ouaadi et al. (2024), probably due
to the fact that the vegetation was poorly developed. Finally, Ouaadi
et al. (2024) highlighted the limitations of SSM products over tree
crops and the open perspectives for the improvement of irrigation
scheduling—determining when and how much water to apply to a
field—using the high spatial resolution LIAISE data.

An additional instrument was installed on the ATR42 to estimate
another surface property: fluorescence, or the re-emission of light by
plants, which can serve as a proxy for photosynthesis and transpiration.
The great potential of this technique is that it can be remotely sensed
from space. Seven airborne image data sets of the LIAISE study region
(~77 km?2) were acquired with HyPlant in July 2021 (July 15-17, 20—
22, and 27). The data sets were acquired between 13:00 and 17:00
local time (CEST) at an altitude of 1150 m, with a spatial resolution
of 1.7 m. The HyPlant sensor is a high-performance airborne imaging
spectrometer consisting of two sensor modules. The DUAL module
comprises two imaging line scanners that provide spectral information
from 380 nm to 2500 nm, while the FLUO (fluorescence) module has
much finer spectral resolution (0.25 nm: Rascher et al., 2015). Within
the processing chain (described by Siegmann et al., 2019), the SIF is
retrieved from the high-resolution HyPlant FLUO radiance data using
a dedicated spectral fitting approach (Cogliati et al., 2019). As final
products, top-of-canopy reflectance and vegetation index maps were
derived from HyPlant DUAL data, while red (687 nm) and far-red
(760 nm) SIF maps were derived from HyPlant FLUO data. Fig. 7 shows
an example of a recorded image mosaic consisting of nine flight lines



A. Boone, J. Bellvert, M. Best et al.

Journal of the European Meteorological Society 2 (2025) 100007

SSM (m*m~)
0-01
011-023

W oxs-o3
W 034045
Wos-os

Fig. 6. SSM maps (100 m spatial resolution) retrieved from the Iy, (reflectivity) inversion: (a) Flight 45 on 22 July 2021 during dry conditions, (b) Flight 46 on 27 July 2021
which was relatively wetter after a precipitation event. The boxes indicate zones containing fields with drip irrigation (pixels with relatively larger SSM) which were not seen by
disaggregated SSM products. The background map is from Google Map (last accessed in 2023).

recorded on July 17, 2021. Fig. 7a shows an NDVI map derived from
HyPlant DUAL top-of-canopy reflectance data, and Fig. 7b shows a far-
red SIF map derived from HyPlant FLUO data at 760 nm. While the
NDVI map serves as a proxy for the amount of available green biomass,
the SIF map provides information about the plant’s photosynthetic
performance at the time of data recording.

A second aircraft, a B200 King Air, was flown by NASA with the
Scanning L-band Active Passive (SLAP) sensor on board to provide soil
moisture (SSM) estimates over both irrigated and rainfed areas. Most
flights were conducted at low altitude (300 m), providing a unique
opportunity to obtain small 100 x 200 m footprints. Two flights were
conducted at medium altitude (approximately 800 m) to provide a
broader context. The data products include passive brightness tempera-
ture, active backscatter coefficient, and soil moisture (from the passive
measurements). See Kim et al. (2023) for a detailed description of the
methodology and available data products over the LIAISE study area.

A third aircraft, the Flying Laboratory of Imaging Systems (FLIS),
an airborne infrastructure operated by Czechglobe, performed five
successful flights. Visible, near-infrared, and thermal infrared hyper-
spectral imaging sensors were used to acquire data of target areas under
different viewing angles. The study primarily focused on investigating
the Bidirectional Reflectance Distribution Function (BRDF) effect.

2.7. Ground based flux sites and supersites

Seven observation sites were equipped with ten SEB stations (one
site, Mollerussa, included SEB stations over three different vegetation
types, and another, La Cendrosa, had two SEB stations over the same
land cover). All SEB stations used eddy covariance to compute turbulent
fluxes in addition to the main components of the surface radiation
budget. The corresponding instruments are listed in Table 3, along
with information on soil temperature and moisture measurements. The
location of the study area allowed the project to benefit from dense
local meteorological station data and radar data from SMC, as well
as an existing extensive observation site operated by the Institute of
Agrifood Research and Technology (IRTA) and SMC in Mollerussa.
Three of the sites were located above cultivars in the wet (irrigated)
zone, three were in the dry zone (one of which was drip-irrigated), and
the final site was a lake in the wet (irrigated) zone. Leaf and canopy-
level ecophysiological data were collected for five vegetated SEB sites.

Additionally, two thermo-hygrometers were installed within aspirated
radiation shields at two levels close to the surface to assess the flux-
gradient approach (Marti et al., 2022) in estimating surface turbulent
fluxes over six different surfaces using the Businger-Dyer functions
(Dyer and Hicks, 1970). The first site analyzed was Els Plans, where the
estimation of latent heat flux required newly adjusted functions when
the sensible heat flux was dominant due to the relatively dry soil. Field-
scale turbulent flux estimates from scintillometers were made at three
of the sites (Mollerussa, Ivars Lake, and La Cendrosa; see Section 2.8).
Finally, two sites (La Cendrosa and Els Plans) were complemented
by extensive measurements of the lower atmosphere using captive
balloons, frequent radiosoundings, UHF wind profilers, lidars (see Sec-
tion 2.4), and nearly identical 50 m towers (Fig. 8). Micro-lysimeters
were used to determine the daily patterns of soil evaporation and their
spatial variability at four sites (Mollerussa, La Cendrosa, Preixana, and
Verdd) on specific days of the SOP. Ecophysiological measurements
at both the leaf and canopy levels were performed at all field sites
within the LIAISE domain with the aim of providing vegetation-specific
parameters for LSMs, estimating leaf and canopy traits as ground truth
for remote sensing and eddy covariance measurements, quantifying
diurnal patterns of leaf transpiration in response to drought stress,
and quantifying the partitioning of ET between plant transpiration
and soil evaporation, as well as the net carbon fluxes between plant
photosynthesis, plant respiration, and soil respiration. A summary of
the irrigation method, cover type, and height is provided in Table 3.
A unified flux dataset for the SOP was produced using a standard
approach, which involved using the flux software package EddyPro
version 7 (Fratini and Mauder, 2014) from LI-COR Biosciences Inc.
(Lincoln, Nebraska, USA) to calculate the turbulent fluxes with both
10- and 30-minute averaging times. The missing data threshold was
set at 10% per period. All standard data treatment and flux correction
procedures were applied, including axis rotation using the planar-fit
procedure (Wilczak et al., 2001), raw data screening with spike removal
(Vickers and Mahrt, 1997), interval linear detrending, and low-pass
filtering correction (Massman, 2000), as well as time lag correction
with covariance maximization and WPL density correction (Webb et al.,
1980). In addition, quality flags were determined based on Mauder and
Foken (2004). No gap filling was applied. In addition, the processing
of the individual datasets (sometimes covering a longer time period)
was similar, but there are some differences in the details which can be
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Fig. 7. Mosaic of nine HyPlant flight lines recorded on 17 July 2021. (a) HyPlant NDVI map and (b) far-red solar-induced fluorescence (SIF,5,: mW m™ nm~' sr~!) map.

found in the meta-data description of the data which is available on the
LIAISE database site (https://liaise.aeris-data.fr/).

2.7.1. La Cendrosa: Irrigated alfalfa (Wet Area)

The La Cendrosa supersite was irrigated just before and once during
the SOP using the flood/gravity method. The crop was mown just
before the SOP began, leaving the stubble height (a few cm) sparse
so that a significant bare soil fraction was visible. However, after an
irrigation event, the alfalfa grew at a rate of nearly 0.04 m day~!, and

10

it was ready for mowing just before the end of the SOP, reaching a
height of about 0.7 m. A 50 m mast was installed with air temperature
and relative humidity measurements made using Thermoest PT100 and
Vaisala HMP110 sensors, located at 0.2, 2, 10, 25, and 45 m. Four-
component radiation measurements at 1 m were obtained with a Kipp
and Zonen CNR4 net radiometer. Precipitation was measured with a
Précis Mécanique 3039. A SEB station was installed to measure meteo-
rological variables at three levels and allow turbulent flux calculations
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Instruments at the selected SEB stations with cover type and irrigation method (N.A. represents non-applicable or not measured). CSAT3, EC150 and Krypton are Campbell Scientific
(CS) Instruments; LI stands for LI-COR, RM for Young, HS-50 and R3-50 are Gill models, CNR1, CNR4, CRg4 and CM21 are Kipp & Zonen devices, NRO1 and flux plates are made
by Hukseflux, SN500-SS by Apogee. There were two SEB stations over the same land cover at La Cendrosa, and there were three SEB stations for different land cover types at
Mollerussa. The instrumentation used for both soil temperature and moisture along with the soil depths are shown for corn at Mollerussa. At Boldd, SEB measurements were lifted
once as the corn grew (reset to 2 m above the canopy). “Irrig-Meth” represents the irrigation method, and “spkle” refers to the use of a sprinkler system for irrigation.

Site Land Irrig- Sonic and Net radiation Flux plate Canopy Soil temperature, depths
Cover Meth gas analyzer & & height (m) depth (cm) height (m) (cm): soil moisture, depths
height (m) (cm)
La Cendrosa alfalfa flood Gill R3-50, CNR4, 1.0 3 0.1-0.8 Generic Pt100, 5, 10, 30:
LI7550, 3.0 Delta T Thetaprobe ML3,
5, 10, 30
La Cendrosa alfalfa flood IRGASON& CM11 & CG2 5 0.1-0.8 Generic Pt100, 2, 10:
LiCor7500, 1.0 N.A.
Verdd vinyard drip IRGASON, 4.0 Apogee 3 1.5 T107, 5:
SN500-2SS, DeltaT ML2x, 5, 20, 40
3.5
Mollerussa corn flood CSAT3, EC150, NRO1, 2.9 8 2.7 CS-SoilVUE1O, 0, 5, 15,
3.3 25, 35, 45
Mollerussa apples drip RM81000, NRO1, 4.4 8 3.0 Thermistors 107/ CS650,
Krypton, 5.1 1.5, 3.5, 5, 17, 23:
Campbell CS650/5, 8, 22
Mollerussa cut grass spkle CSAT3, LI7500, CNR1, 1.0 8 0.1 Campbell TCAV, 2, 8:
2.0 Campbell CS616, 2.5
Preixana almond none HS-50, LI7550, CNR4, 1.0 3 4.0 Euro Pt1000, 5, 10, 30:
7.3 Delta T Thetaprobe ML2x,
5, 10, 30
Els Plans natural grass none HS-50, Krypton, CRg4/ CM21, 2 0.3 Delta T ST2 0.5 m,
2.0 1.0 1, 4, 10, 17, 35:
Delta T ML3,
10, 20, 30, 40
Lake Ivars water N.A. HS-50, LI7500, CNR4, 1.0 N.A. N.A. N.A. : N.A.
3.0
Boldu corn flood CSAT1/ NR1, 2.0-4.0 8 0.3-2.4 CS107, 5 10, 20, 40:

LI7500, 2.0-4.0

CS616 reflectometer, 20,
40

at two heights from April to October. Sonic and gas analyzers are listed
in Table 3.

Before applying the eddy covariance method, several checks were
performed to eliminate isolated peaks and highly anomalous values
using simple statistical checks. The eddy covariance method was then
used to calculate the turbulent fluxes, following these steps: (i) despik-
ing using a variance threshold for each parameter, (ii) a 2-D rotation
that first aligns the coordinate system with the mean wind and, in
a second step, accounts for the inclination of streamlines to yield a
zero mean vertical wind speed, (iii) detrending, and to eliminate the
signal from movements slower than turbulence, a low-pass filter was
applied, (iv) maximum covariance was used to reduce errors caused
by the distance difference between the sensors, and (v) a spectral
correction for high-pass filtering effects (Moncrieff et al., 2004) was
applied. This CNRM-based algorithm was evaluated daily at another
station, compared with fluxes computed using the open-source soft-
ware LI-COR EddyPro (https://www.licor.com/env/support/EddyPro/
software.html), and a correlation of 0.99 between the two methods was
obtained.

A second eddy covariance system (listed in Table 3), consisting
of a CSAT3 sonic anemometer with an integrated open-path infrared
gas analyzer, was deployed to the east of the 50 m tower within the
alfalfa field. A laser scintillometer was installed for parcel-scale sensible
heat flux estimation (see Section 2.8 for details). A four-component
radiation sensor was also installed and is listed in Table 3. Diffuse
shortwave radiation was measured using the CM11 with a shadow ring.
Three micro-lysimeters were used over a 24-hour period to determine
diurnal patterns of soil evaporation, nocturnal dew formation, and to
separate the ET measurements made by the eddy covariance towers
into evaporation and transpiration (Quade et al., 2019). A variety
of ecophysiological measurements were made at the plant and leaf
level, including in situ measurements of vegetation fluorescence (both
passive and active fluorescence and gas exchange), CO, assimilation
of photosynthetically active radiation (A-PAR), stomatal conductance,
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photochemical yield, fluorescence (fraction of absorbed photosyntheti-
cally active radiation or F-PAR), chlorophyll content, vegetation height,
leaf reflectance, leaf area index, and water and carbon isotopes. Canopy
profile measurements were also taken, consisting of a network of PAR
canopy profiles (18 sensors), four ATMOS 2D sonic sensors (at 29, 58,
100, and 162 cm), and five Deacgon temperature-humidity probes (at
heights of 10.5, 24, 61, 99, and 149 cm). A distributed temperature
sensing (DTS) Raman scattering optical cable (SiliXa Ultima M) was
also installed along the central 50 m mast and across the field. The
DTS technique is based on the temperature dependence of Raman
backscattering in a fiber optic cable, providing spatially distributed
temperature data over time. Four DTS setups were deployed at La
Cendrosa during the SOP. The first three setups were part of a 600 m
long, 1.6 mm thin, Kevlar-reinforced fiber that measured temperature
at 5 s and 25.4 cm resolutions to obtain: (1) a surface layer profile
between 1.6-40 m with a 25.4 cm vertical resolution, (2) a canopy
profile averaged horizontally over 2.5 m with cables at 8 vertical levels
between 0-1 m height inside the rapidly growing alfalfa, and (3) a soil
profile between —0.48 - 0 m with a vertical resolution of 1.25 cm; the
enhanced spatial resolution was achieved by winding the cable into a
coil installed in the soil. The fourth setup was a so-called “turbulence
harp”, which used a thinner, faster optical cable (0.5 mm) over a
horizontal distance of 70 m, measuring at four heights between 0.40 m
and 2.05 m. Measurements were made at 1 Hz (effective response time
of 0.15 Hz) with a 12.7 cm resolution, allowing the spatial structure
of turbulence to be studied in terms of spectral analysis and the spatial
turbulence statistic, CT2, which represents the temperature structure
parameter.

SIF was observed remotely from UAVs using red, green, and blue
(RGB) and multispectral instruments (see Section 2.5), in part to verify
airborne SIF measurements from the ATR42 aircraft. Passive SIF and
active measurements (Lidar Induced Fluorescence) were performed on
site at the La Cendrosa site from July 9 to 29. The objective was to
compare the results with the airborne fluorescence measurements made


https://www.licor.com/env/support/EddyPro/software.html
https://www.licor.com/env/support/EddyPro/software.html
https://www.licor.com/env/support/EddyPro/software.html
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Fig. 8. An example of the surface contrast during the SOP (July, 2021) between the dry area in panel (a) corresponding to the rainfed site at Els Plans, and the wet area in panel
(b) corresponding to irrigated alfalfa at La Cendrosa (note that the right hand side of this image has been modified to include the UHF and the tethered balloon operations tent).
Each site included measurements along a 50 m tower (shown) along with other instruments described in Section 2.7.

with the HyPlant airborne instrument and to better understand the
factors influencing the fluorescence signal under natural conditions.
This alfalfa field was mowed at the beginning of the campaign and
irrigated once during the campaign, providing good conditions for
studying the effects of growth and irrigation on fluorescence. The “low-
cost” instruments (SIF and micro-lidar) were installed to point at the
same target to allow for a better interpretation of the effect of fluores-
cence yield on the SIF signal. Measurements at the canopy level were
complemented by fluorescence and gas exchange measurements at the
leaf level: (i) continuous measurements of fluorescence, fluorescence
quenching parameters, photosystem II photochemical yield, and linear
electron transfer rate were made at the leaf level using a Monitoring-
PAM (Walz, Germany) equipped with two measuring heads and a
Fluorpen, (ii) measurements of leaf fluorescence spectra under natural
illumination, (iii) joint measurements of fluorescence and gas exchange
under controlled illumination with the Licor 6400-XT (light saturation
curves of assimilation and fluorescence), (iv) measurements of leaf
chlorophyll content (SPAD, Minolta). In addition, measurements of leaf
and canopy spectral properties (ASD FieldPro4) and measurements to
describe the 3D structure of the alfalfa canopy were performed to test
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canopy radiative transfer models and to better understand the effect of
canopy structure on the fluorescence signal at the canopy (and plot)
scale.

2.7.2. Mollerussa: Irrigated apple orchard, corn field and short grass (Wet
Area)

The Mollerussa site was located at the IRTA experimental facility,
southwest of the city, and included three separate SEB stations, each
located over contrasting vegetation types. A particular focus was on ET
estimates, which directly contributed to the WCRP-supported Global
Energy and Water Cycle Experiment (GEWEX) ET initiative (Cuxart
et al., 2019).

The first site is located in a drip-irrigated apple orchard, which
was irrigated using two different strategies (full and stressed) during
the IOP campaign. A SEB station (see Table 3) was installed above
the weighing lysimeter in the water-stressed part of the orchard to
provide ET estimates using two different approaches. Additional sen-
sors installed at the tower site (compared to those shown in Table 3)
included a Gill WindSonic 2D anemometer at a height of 3.65 m above
ground level, two thermo-hygrometers (CS HygroVUES) housed inside
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aspirated CSAT3/Licor 7500 radiation shields at heights of 4.9 m and
3.5 m above ground level, one barometer (CS 106), and one Meter
leaf wetness sensor within the canopy to monitor dew formation on
leaf surfaces. Soil evaporation was measured over a 24-hour period
using three micro-lysimeters. Numerous ecophysiological and leaf and
canopy spectral property measurements (using an Analytical Spectral
Devices ASD FieldPro4) were also carried out, many of which were the
same as those in La Cendrosa. However, some specific experiments were
designed to contrast certain processes in well-irrigated versus sparsely
irrigated plots, such as stomatal conductance in the apple orchard.
Two sets of soil sensors were deployed on either side of the irrigation
line, each consisting of temperature measurements at multiple levels.
Infrared temperature and PAR sensors were also installed above the
apple trees to monitor continuous canopy transpiration and below the
trees to measure the bare soil. An automated weather station from the
SMC network was maintained a few meters north of the apple orchard.

A second SEB station (see Table 3) was installed in the middle of
a maize field (250 x 120 m?) just east of the apple orchard. The mast
was placed on an elevated 2-meter-wide strip of land oriented east-—
west, separating two identical agricultural plots. The station operated
continuously for 9 weeks, from June 26 to September 4, with the
maize variety irrigated by flooding twice during the SOP, on July
18 and 27. The rapid growth phase of the plant ended around mid-
July, leaving a canopy height that remained almost constant at about
2.7 m during the SOP. Wind speed, water content, sonic temperature,
and CO, concentration were recorded. Net radiation was measured
at 20 cm above the canopy, and standard meteorological data, such
as temperature and humidity, were collected inside two aspirated
radiation shields at canopy height and 28 cm above it. Additionally,
a 2D sonic anemometer (Gill WindSonic) was installed 38 cm above
the canopy top. A comprehensive set of soil measurements was also
taken between the crop rows. This measurement system included a
time-domain reflectometry (TDR) soil moisture and temperature profile
sensor (CS SoilVUE10) with measurements taken at five levels from the
surface to 45 cm deep, along with two heat flux plates (see Table 3).

Finally, for the LIAISE campaign, a third SEB station was installed
over a well-irrigated short grass area (with no soil water stress) to
monitor the so-called reference evapotranspiration (ET). The instru-
mentation is listed in Table 3. This SEB station has been in operation
since the LIAISE field campaign and is maintained by SMC. Addi-
tionally, an optical microwave scintillometer was installed to provide
field-scale turbulent fluxes (see Section 2.8 for details).

2.7.3. Boldii: Multiple irrigated crops (Wet Area)

This site contained a mosaic of crops during the 2021 growing
season. On May 31, 2021, an open-path energy balance station was
installed in a large flood-irrigated corn field. The crop was flood-
irrigated approximately every two weeks to receive optimal water
inputs. Instruments were mounted on a 4 m mast, and the eddy co-
variance method was used to estimate mean 30-minute surface fluxes
(see Table 3). Standard meteorological data were also collected using
high-quality CS instruments, including air temperature, humidity, and
pressure. At the time of installation, the corn canopy was fully open
and approximately 0.3 m high. A suitable site was chosen based on
prevailing wind conditions and an ideal upwind footprint to maintain
representativeness. A small clearing was made to prevent the tall maize
plants from interfering with the station later, but this clearing was
kept as minimal as possible. By June 23, the canopy was 95% closed
and had reached a height of approximately 1.4 m. The plants reached
maturity, with a final height of approximately 2.4 m, by July 18. Due
to the pandemic, it was not possible to travel to adjust the height of the
sensors to match the rapidly growing canopy: instruments were raised
once. As a result, reliable data were only available until early June,
though the main growth cycle was captured.

In collaboration with a local irrigation consulting company, SAF-
Sampling, a network of soil moisture sensors was installed over dif-
ferent crops in Prat de Boldd. The objectives of this experiment were
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multiple: (i) to test an innovative low-cost soil moisture monitoring
network; (ii) to provide validation data for estimating soil moisture
using GLORI and the Sentinel-1 algorithm; and (iii) to improve an
irrigation retrieval algorithm based on satellite data. In agreement with
the Cooperative of Ivars, a network consisting of two gateways and 14
soil moisture stations was installed. The site was characterized by cere-
als (barley, wheat, maize), vegetables (peas, broccoli), forage (alfalfa),
and apple trees. Irrigation methods included flooding, sprinklers (pivot,
ramp, and full cover), and drip irrigation for broccoli.

2.7.4. Ivars Lake: (Wet Area)

A SEB station (see Table 3) was deployed on Ivars Lake in the
irrigated area near the La Cendrosa supersite from May to October
2021. The lake had a surface area of about 2 km? (approximately
1 x 2 km in dimension) and was 1-2 meters deep during the LOP. The
platform was positioned in the middle of the lake and was powered by
a combination of a fuel cell and solar panels. It moved along the lake
surface over a small area. Lake water temperature measurements were
taken at depths of 0.05, 0.10, 0.30, 0.50, 1.00, and 1.50 m, along with
periodic measurements of lake turbidity. Low-frequency (every minute)
measurements of temperature, humidity, and wind were recorded at
several levels in the lake and in the atmosphere to study processes at
the lake/atmosphere interface. The sonic anemometer and humidity
sensors were coupled with an inertial motion sensor (100 Hz Mti-G
from Xsens) to correct the wind for platform motion. Two canopy-
level meteorological stations were installed on opposite sides of the
lake near a large optical aperture and a microwave scintillometer (in-
stalled and maintained by the University of Wageningen and Research
(WUR) group during the SOP; see Section 2.8 for details). Turbulent
flux measurements were made over the lake and compared with eddy
covariance measurements from the floating SEB station. Finally, several
UAV flights were conducted to map the surrounding topography for
high-resolution modeling studies (see Section 2.5 for more details on
UAV flights).

2.7.5. Els plans: Winter crops and seasonal bare soil (Dry Area)

This site is located in a naturally rainfed area, where a 50 m tower
was deployed with sensors at 1.2, 10, 25, and 50 m heights. A full
description of the site is given in Brooke et al. (2023). Air temperature,
relative humidity, and wind at all heights were measured with Vector
Instruments T302, Vaisala HMP155 sensors (both housed in aspirated
panels), and Gill HS50 3D ultrasonic anemometers, respectively. Sensi-
ble heat and momentum fluxes were measured at all flux tower heights
based on 10 Hz data. Latent heat flux was measured at 2 and 10 m
with a Krypton hygrometer and a Licor Li-7500 open-path hygrometer,
respectively. Canopy measurements included air temperature and rela-
tive humidity, measured in situ with a shielded and aspirated Rotronics
Hydroclip2 at a nominal height of 8 cm. Radiation measurements are
listed in Table 3. Precipitation was measured with a Met Office Mk5
tipping bucket gauge, accurate to 0.2 mm. Subsurface soil moisture and
soil temperature were measured, including volumetric soil moisture at
five depths (see Table 3). A series of soil evaporation experiments were
conducted using a weighable lysimeter (SFL 600, METER). The lysime-
ter has a dynamic suction-controlled bottom boundary (bi-directional
pumping system and weighable drainage tank), which allows the dy-
namic soil water flow across the lysimeter bottom (inflow and outflow)
to match field conditions closely (Groh et al., 2016). Drainage was
observed until June 2024 due to severe drought conditions in this
region. In addition, the weighing lysimeter provides precise and high
temporal resolution measurements to quantify non-rainfall water inputs
to this arid ecosystem, such as dew formation (Groh et al., 2018), fog
deposition, or the adsorption of water vapor in the soil (Paulus et al.,
2024).



A. Boone, J. Bellvert, M. Best et al.

2.7.6. Preixana: Almond orchard (Dry Area)

A SEB station was installed in April (with measurements running
through October) in a rainfed almond grove (150 x 200 m?) with
a gravel layer covering the soil near Preixana, inside the dry zone.
The turbulent fluxes were measured from the top of a scaffold about
2 m above the trees, which were approximately 4 m tall. The system
was complemented with soil temperature and moisture measurements
buried outside the tree shadows (see Table 3). Four micro-lysimeters
were installed to determine the proportion of bare soil in the total
ET measured by the eddy covariance system for the almond orchard.
In addition, stomatal conductance (SC-1 leaf Porometer, METER) was
measured at various points on an almond tree during this 24-hour
period.

2.7.7. Verdu: Irrigated vineyard (Dry Area)

A SEB station was installed over a vineyard near the town of Verdt
from April 1st to the end of September 2021. The objective of this
site was to provide flux, vegetation, and soil moisture measurements
for use in an improved version of the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization’s Irrigation and Drainage Paper No. 56 (FAO-56) model for
row crops (in collaboration with the European Space Agency). Row
spacing was 4 m, with no vegetation between the rows. The vineyard is
approximately 25 years old. It was originally not irrigated but benefited
from the construction of the Segarra-Garrigues canal around 2008, and
drip irrigation was installed in 2017. The water emitters are spaced
approximately one meter apart at the foot of the vines. The soil is
shallow (about 0.50 m) and stony. The instrumentation for measuring
turbulent fluxes is listed in Table 3. The fluxes were post-processed
by applying instrument-specific corrections and processing commonly
used in the scientific literature (filtering, double matrix rotation, Webb
term correction, frequency correction). Three Hukseflux soil heat flux
plates (two in the row, one in the inter-row at a depth of 5 cm), two
SKYE NDVI sensors, three soil moisture sensors in the vegetation row,
an SSM sensor in the inter-row area (Mwangi et al., 2023), and one
temperature sensor installed in July (see Table 3) were used. Three
weather variables were also monitored: rainfall, air temperature, and
relative humidity. A weekly field survey of soil moisture and vegetation
porosity was also conducted at the site. Five micro-lysimeters were
installed to determine the evaporation patterns of the bare soil at
different locations between the rows of vines (under the canopy and
between the rows) for a full day (24 h) during the SOP. Additionally,
stomatal conductance (SC-1, METER) was measured at various points
on the vine during this 24-hour period. After gap-filling for relatively
small periods, the closure of the SEB was verified. The correlation
coefficient was good (0.91); however, the slope was low (0.64). This
type of non-closure of the energy budget is common for heterogeneous
vegetation, such as that at this site (see, for example, Brunel et al.,
2006; Soltani et al., 2018).

2.8. Scintillometers

Scintillometers measure the intensity of optical turbulence along
a path between the instrument’s transmitter and receiver, typically
ranging from approximately 0.1 to 10 km. From these measurements,
the spatially averaged fluxes of sensible heat, momentum, water vapor,
and CO, can be estimated using additional measurements and theoreti-
cal assumptions, particularly the validity of Monin—Obukhov similarity
theory over the field where they are employed (Ward et al., 2013);
(Van Kesteren et al., 2013). This technique is complementary to the
traditional eddy covariance method because it can capture fluxes over
larger spatial areas and estimate fluxes on shorter time scales (<1 min).
Four scintillometers were used during the SOP. Two SLS20 dual-beam
laser scintillometers (Scintec AG, Rottenburg, Germany) were installed
in parallel at a height of about 2 m along a short 70 m path of the
DTS turbulence harp at La Cendrosa. Two combined optical-microwave
scintillometer (OMS) systems were deployed over a mixed agricultural
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area (7.5 m height and 1.3 km path length) in Mollerussa and over Lake
Ivars (6.5 m height and 780 m path length) over open water. The OMS
systems consisted of a Kipp & Zonen MK-II large aperture optical scin-
tillometer (880 nm wavelength) and a Radiometer Physics GmbH RPG
MWSC-160 microwave scintillometer (1.86 mm wavelength). This bi-
chromatic scintillometer system is capable of measuring both sensible
and latent heat fluxes.

3. Satellite remote sensing -based s urface d ata over the entire
zone

3.1. Irrigation mapping and detection

Maps of irrigation systems are crucial for a better understanding
of human impact on the water cycle. At the administrative level, they
are a valuable tool for monitoring changes and optimizing irrigation
practices. The first level of assessment involved dichotomizing irrigated
and non-irrigated areas (Elwan et al., 2022). Different indicators from
optical (Sentinel-2) and radar (Sentinel-1) satellite observations, at both
low (5 km) and fine (10 m) resolution, were used. A support vector ma-
chine classifier, trained on the national agricultural dataset, achieved
an overall accuracy of 90.1% and a kappa agreement index of 0.60 for
the Urgell region. A second study aimed to classify different irrigation
systems at the field level, using remotely sensed data at the sub-field
scale as input to various supervised machine learning (ML) models for
time series classification (Paolini et al., 2022). The ML models were
trained using ground-truth data from over 300 fields collected during a
field campaign in 2020 in an intensively cultivated region of Catalunya,
Spain. Two hydrological variables retrieved from satellite data, ET and
SSM, showed the best results when used for classification, especially
when combined. The final classification accuracy was 90.1 + 2.7%.
All three ML models used for classification demonstrated their ability
to discriminate between different irrigation systems, regardless of the
crops present in each field. In all tests, the best performance was
achieved by ResNET, the only deep neural network model among the
three tested. The resulting method enables the creation of maps of
irrigation systems at the field level and across large areas, providing
detailed information on the status and evolution of irrigation practices.

When calculating the water budget of irrigated land, the amount
and timing of irrigation are typically simulated according to predeter-
mined decision rules at the plot level. However, actual irrigation events
may differ significantly due to farmer or system contingencies. Le Page
et al. (2020, 2023) proposed comparing a modeled estimate of soil
moisture (SSM) with that estimated from radar satellite observations
(El Hajj et al., 2017). A significant divergence between the model and
the observation is interpreted as an irrigation event. This technique has
shown promising performance in different European countries, with an
F-score around 0.6. However, some limitations have been observed,
including the accuracy of the SSM estimates from both observations and
the model, the masking of the soil by very well-developed vegetation,
and the potential mismatch between the frequency of observations and
the frequency of irrigation. The algorithm was successfully applied to
the Boldu plots. Fig. 9 shows an example for one of the maize plots
during the summer of 2021. Of the five irrigation events predicted by
the algorithm, one was a false positive, and four were detected with an
accuracy of less than 3 days.

3.2. Spatidlly distributed surface fluxes

Surface flux maps provide estimates of ET and other components of
the SEB over large areas and depend, to varying degrees, on remotely
sensed data. These maps can be used to characterize the spatial het-
erogeneity of surface fluxes and properties. Within LIAISE, they will be
compared to spatially distributed LSM outputs, which are either forced
by reanalysis or coupled to atmospheric models.
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Fig. 9. An example of the irrigation detection algorithm for one of the maize plots at Boldd in summer 2021. S2SM (Sentinel-1 and Sentinel-2 SSM estimates) are shown (as
stars). An irrigation event is identified when SSM increases in the absence of significant rainfall. Of the five irrigation events predicted by the algorithm, one was false and four

were detected with an accuracy of less than 3 days.

3.2.1. Remote sensing of evapotranspiration

Remotely sensed crop ET was estimated at a 20 m resolution on a
daily basis over the entire zone throughout 2021 (an example is shown
for July 21 in Fig. 10). The TSEB modeling scheme was used follow-
ing the methodology described by Guzinski et al. (2020). Vegetation
biophysical variables were estimated using the Sentinel-2 biophysical
processor available in the Sentinel Application Platform (SNAP) soft-
ware v8.0 (https://step.esa.int/main/download/snap-download/). This
processor is based on the construction of a randomized dataset of veg-
etation biophysical variables, from which reflectance simulations are
generated by the radiative transfer models PROSPECT (leaf reflectance
and transmittance) and SAIL (plant canopy reflectance) (Jacquemoud
et al., 2009). Therefore, instantaneous values of biophysical variables
were obtained at the time of satellite overpass on days with clear
sky conditions. Moreover, the LST was retrieved from the Sentinel-
3 satellites. A data mining sharpening (DMS) approach was used to
sharpen the LST from Sentinel-3, which has a coarse spatial resolution
of 1 km, to 20 m (Gao et al., 2012). This approach involves building a
regression tree to relate LST to a suite of shortwave spectral reflectance
and ancillary data (e.g., elevation, illumination) at a coarse resolution,
and then applying it to a fine (shortwave band) pixel resolution. The
Priestley-Taylor approach (Priestley and Taylor, 1972) was applied in
the TSEB model, which uses an electrical circuit analogy in which
H from soil and canopy is estimated based on three aerodynamic
resistances to heat transport arranged in a series network (Kustas
et al., 2016). Time series analysis of ET was used to quantify crop
water requirements at the study site and assess differences in crop
water use among crops and irrigation districts. Additionally, further
improvements to the modeling approach will be made, mainly focusing
on the incorporation of Landsat LST (100 m resolution) into the data
fusion methodology and the integration of meteorological variables at
higher spatial resolutions generated by the SMC.

3.2.2. Combining land cover and SEB station data to derive flux maps

By combining the data measured at the SEB stations at the seven
surface sites during the SOP with a high-resolution land-use map pro-
vided by the Sistema de Informacién Geogrdfica de Parcelas Agricolas
(SIGPAQC), the components of the SEB were spatially distributed over
the LIAISE domain (Fig. 11). In addition to the observations from
the SEB stations, the same approach was applied to ecophysiological
observations, such as leaf area index and stomatal conductance, for
use in modeling studies. The SIGPAC land-use map was reclassified by
crop type to better align with the energy balance stations. According
to this land cover database, the LIAISE area consisted of 36% cereals,
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21% urban areas, 13% fruit trees, 12.5% corn, and less than 10% each
for alfalfa, grass, vineyards, nut trees, and open water. In the absence
of observations in urban areas, urban fluxes were modeled using an
energy balance closure model described by Roméan-Cascén et al. (2021)
and Mangan et al. (2023). To spatially extrapolate field measurements,
it was assumed that the observations from the SEB reference station
were representative of all fields of the same crop type in the LIAISE area
and that all crops followed the same growing cycle. For more details on
the flux maps and crop cover in the LIAISE area, see Section 3.2.2 and
Appendix A of Mangan et al. (2023). The flux map data is available in
the LIAISE database.

4. Discussion and conclusions

Semi-arid regions are shaped by a complex interplay of natural and
anthropogenic processes, so the main objectives of the LIAISE project
are to (i) determine what are the key surface processes that modulate
or control infiltration and runoff and govern turbulent fluxes and
their spatial heterogeneity, (ii) better understand how anthropization
impacts ABL development, mesoscale circulations and potentially pre-
cipitation recycling over this region via feedbacks with the atmosphere,
and (iii) study the sustainability of ground water and reservoirs in the
face of expanding agricultural and farming activities, especially in light
of projected future warming and drying over this region. To the authors’
knowledge, this is the first international project focusing on human
impacts on the water and energy cycles in a semi-arid environment,
where models are advanced enough to explicitly account for dams,
irrigation practices, river flow, groundwater interactions, vegetation
phenology, and atmospheric feedback. These models are sophisticated
enough to use remote sensing data as input and to employ data assimi-
lation strategies. However, despite recent advances, water management
is either overly simplistic or nonexistent in most LSMs. This project
seeks to improve the representation of anthropogenic influences in
the LSM component of Earth system models. LIAISE addresses how
a warming world will affect available freshwater resources globally,
especially in food basket regions, and how this will change human
interactions with these resources and their value to society. Another
key issue addressed by LIAISE is improving our understanding of the
impacts and uncertainties of water and energy exchanges in the current
and changing climate, as well as how to communicate this information
to society. Improving the representation of anthropogenic impacts in
models will provide the foundation for studies on the impact of water
resources under future climate change. These results are communicated
to water management services in the Ebro Basin.
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Fig. 10. Actual crop ET image at 20 m resolution during the LIAISE campaign (21 July 2021) estimated using the SEN4ET methodology (https://www.esa-sen4et.org) with
Copernicus-based inputs. The methodology used is based on the adoption of the TSEB model with a synergetic use of Sentinel-2 and Sentinel-3 satellite’s observations and
Copernicus-based inputs.
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Fig. 11. Surface flux observations which have been upscaled to the LIAISE measurement domain for July 20, 2021 for (a) net radiation, (b) ground heat flux, (c) sensible heat
flux, and (d) latent heat flux. The marked sites are the LIAISE “supersites”: La Cendrosa alfalfa, Els Plans fallow and Mollerussa mixed agricultural fields.

To attain the goals of the LIAISE project, a field campaign was sites and multiple remote sensing instruments for profiling the lower
organized in 2021 which brought together ground-based (surface en- atmosphere), airborne measurements (3 airplanes and numerous drones
ergy budget estimated at 7 sites, 269 radio soundings made at 2 measuring surface and atmospheric properties) and satellite data (to
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derive estimates of irrigation timing, soil moisture, evapotranspiration
and surface temperature) to improve our understanding of key natural
and anthropogenic land processes and boundary layer feedbacks. A
comprehensive database of surface and airborne measurements of sur-
face and hydrological fluxes, as well as the state and properties of the
ABL, has been integrated into the LIAISE database (https://liaise.aeris-
data.fr/) and is available upon request to interested researchers.

The LIAISE database is being used in a number of process-based
studies to elucidate the key processes driving ET and the interactions
between the SEB and the ABL. Currently, the observations are being
used to explore land-atmosphere interactions in models using metrics
from the GEWEX Local Land-Atmosphere Coupling (LoCo) project. Sev-
eral studies are studying the impact of irrigation on plant physiological
processes, photosynthesis and ET. There is ongoing work using large
eddy simulations (LES) forced by surface flux maps (see Section 3.2.2)
to study turbulence induced by the surface contrasts using the SOP
data. There is also a regional climate model study underway which is
studying the impact of the intensively irrigated zone over a larger area
covering the entire Iberian peninsula, with the objective of better un-
derstanding the overall water budget and whether any of the irrigation
water is recycled locally.

This dataset serves as the foundation for several international mod-
eling experiments spanning a wide range of interests. One such project
will focus on how land surface models (LSMs) simulate surface pro-
cesses at the local scale, as presented in Section 2.7. This includes
evaluating the ability of LSMs to capture soil moisture drying, repre-
sent heterogeneity, and assess the impact of human activities (notably
irrigation) on land surface fluxes. In the context of land-atmosphere
interactions, a mesoscale inter-model intercomparison study is planned.
This study aims to build upon the findings from the modeling efforts of
Lunel et al. (2024a,b) and Udina et al. (2024) by employing a multi-
model ensemble of kilometer-scale models. These models incorporate
varying representations of irrigation, land surface processes, and at-
mospheric boundary layer (ABL) turbulence. Given that each model’s
response is shaped by its specific physical parameterizations and input
physiographic databases, the study will investigate the impacts of
anthropization using this multi-model approach. Ultimately, the goal is
for this dataset to support researchers for years to come as they work to
deepen our understanding of human impacts on the water and energy
cycles. This, in turn, will contribute to better management of precious
water resources in the face of climate change.
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