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Context and presentation
of the project

1.1. Presentation of the project and the volume

This book offers the reader the study and the conclusions obtained from the
research made in Spain in the frame of the JUST/2009/FRAC/AG/0933 pro-
ject, “Children’s rights in action. Improving children’s rights in migration across
Europe. The Romanian case”. A project funded by the Department of Funda-
mental Rights and Citizenship of the European Commission. This research was
carried out in Spain, Italy and Romania between October 2010 and June 2012,
performing activities to spread the results obtained until March 2013.

It is a multinational project involving different entities for each of the countries:

+  The Faculty of Education at the University of Barcelona and Social Rehabili-
tation Institute Foundation-IRES, representing Spain,

+ Fondazione Albero Della Vita and ISMU, representing Italy and,

+ Alternativa Sociale, representing Romania.

The results of such research have been featured in a total of four supple-
mentary volumes: three volumes containing the results of research by country,
one of which is about Romania, another about Italy and this document, with
the results of Spain, and a fourth international volume which collects some
relevant general contents and information of good practices that have been
identified globally in the research and also in the final conclusions.
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The overall purpose of the study is to know the obstacles as well as the positive
factors and the good practices that influence the effective integration of the
children who migrate with their families from Romania to Spain and Italy and
of whom after a stay in such host countries return to Romania. As highlighted
before in this volume is provided data from the research in Spain.

It has been made a bibliographical and statistical approximation of the migratory
process of the Romanian families in Spain. A fieldwork with two distinct parts:

+ Collection of quantitative data through questionnaires administered to
adult Romanian with children in Spain.

+ Qualitative information obtained through subsequent focus groups.

Finally, the analysis of all the information gathered is presented and the partial
conclusions in Spain as well as the international recommendations related to
good practices identified are offered.

One of the peculiarities of the project is the alliance established among univer-
sities and social institutions in different countries mentioned below.

1.2. Gestation of the project and establishment
of the international collaboration

The JUST/2009/FRAC/AG/0933 project, “Children’s rights in action. Improving
children’s rights in migration across Europe. The Romanian case” arises from
the joint collaboration of the entities participating in the development of actions
in defence of the children’s rights. It is a story that begins in 1997 when a
group of professors from the Faculty of Education of the University of Barce-
lona, in the field of social pedagogy, initiate contacts with Romania, a country
which participates in this project. That relationship is produced through the
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Institute of Recherche et Formation des Acteurs Sociaux (IRFAS), from Firminy
(France), which it had already established an exchange relationship with. Both
institutions decide to collaborate with a request by the University of Vest from
Timisoara in Romania. Its object is to collaborate in the training of professio-
nals in the field of social education.

This first relationship is already inspired by the fact that the process of accom-
panying to the transformation of a context should not start from a single model
or, better said, one way to do, but a reflection on different ways of doing so
that Romania itself choose what they want to do in the field of social education.
That collaboration is set in a TEMPUS program of the EU.

Subsequent to this TEMPUS project and as a result of this initial collaboration,
the French government and specifically the ADECRI, a French cooperation
agency, within the same line to offer alternatives requests the same team of tea-
chers to collaborate in the development of an analysis of the children” situation in
the country in order to allow that from two different views (French and Spanish)
may permit the Romanian government to rethink its children policies within the
joining process of Romania to the EU. This occurs in 2000 and subsequently
continued to work through exchange contracts between faculty and students, as
well as in the preparation of study visits in various countries.

The teachers from the Faculty of Education at the UB, who participated in the
initial project along with some other teachers, start to germ simultaneously an
idea which is now the Social Pedagogy Group for Social cohesion and Inclusion:
Training, Research and Evaluation (GPS), which is establishing a way of unders-
tanding the social pedagogy. Different members of the group have countinously
worked with Romania and in 2003 it was involved in a broad project for the EU for
the development of social services in Romania, a project that in turn is leading to
projects related to child protection, gender-based violence, juvenile justice, the
probation, etc.
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Several knots of a large network with contacts that have gradually diversified
have been woven in this process. It is in the course of these projects when
various associations and institutions are contacted, as the way to understand
the technical assistance and the technical cooperation has been to accompany
processes and not to transfer models or decide for the other, but to offer tools or
information and exchange forms of analysis and action. One of the organizations
which are closely related to issues of child protection, juvenile justice and other
social issues is Alternativa Sociale, an entity that is very concerned about the
situation of children who are left at home alone, with friends or relatives, as a
result of the migratory waves suffering Romania after the revolution in 1989.

This situation of the children and the impact that migration has on their lives
also concerned Romanian entities in various countries that are recipients of
Romanian families and which at the same time are working in the accession
process of Romania. The good work and collaboration that has the faculty of
the University of Barcelona with Alternativa Sociale are specified in various
areas of collaboration and one of them is regarding the situation of the children
left alone at home or after a migration not always chosen or desired by them,
they are returned to their country.

In order to advance the project definition, it is started a process of identification
of potential entities. The option is the participation of entities from Romania,
Spain and ltaly, as they represent the issuing country and two of the European
countries that receive families from Romania on a massive scale.

Alternativa Sociale Association (ASA/) has collaborated several times with
Albero della Vita (FADV), a foundation dedicated to carrying out international
cooperation projects, especially on issues related to child protection. ASA pro-
poses to FADV and to UB (University of Barcelona) to create a knot of what
may be in the future a more complex network, for collaborations on an issue
that concerns the three institutions: the situation of children who stay home
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alone or in charge of friends and family and the children who migrate and
are returned to their country in various situations. ASA proposes it to the two
countries that are major recipients of Romanian families in order to establish
a double perspective: receiver countries and migration producing country. The
FADV and the UB are looking for new trusted seeking new partners in their res-
pective countries and involve ISMU in ltaly and Institute of Social Reintegration
Foundation-1ReS, in Spain.

Together, under the leadership of the FADV, the research project is developed
and in 2009 it is requested a funding to EU. The aim is to study which is the situa-
tion of the sons / daughters of families who have migrated to Italy and Spain,
which is the reception you receive and what are the difficulties that arise, what
happens in case the children go back to their country and what happens in the
country of origin with those who remain and those who return. The final goal is
to know the state of the issue and provide guidance to those working in this field.

1.3. Presentation of responsible entities
for the project in Spain.
UB and IReS Foundation collaboration

The University of Barcelona has always been a university open to society and
characterized by its close partnerships with social organizations, companies,
research institutes, administrations...

The Institute of Social Reintegration Foundation-IReS, founded in 1969, is a
leading organization in the development of social policies and it is characteri-
zed by its partnerships with administrations, social organizations and universi-
ties. Both entities have collaborated in the establishment of high quality social
policies in Catalonia and Spain in many occasions. They also have a long
collaboration in international projects.
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The result of this long and vast experience of collaboration between the two
institutions, the University of Barcelona proposed to the Institute of Social
Reintegration Foundation-IReS to participate in this investigation as both share
an interest in children’s rights and dispose of professionals who have skills and
experience of working together.

IReS Foundation yearly receives students with external practices in science, diploma
courses, degree courses, grades, postgraduate studies and Master’s degree and also
students coming from SICUE and ERASMUS programs.

IReS Foundation provides teachers who offer experiences and reflections on the
practice of social work as part of their education work.

As a result of that collaboration, two editions of a Master’s degree in job-
placement,(triennium 2000-2003) and three editions of a Master’s degree in criminal
enforcement in community, which is still opened in the framework of the Faculty of
Education from UB.

Several professors and researchers from the UB are members in a personal capacity
of the Advisory Council of the IReS Foundation.

Professors and researchers from the UB have participated in expert seminars,
conferences and other frameworks of analysis of social policies promoted and / or
organized by IReS Foundation.

Both entities have collaborated in the joint execution of specific researches on issues
like social education, family and gender violence, childhood, etc.
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For years, universities have been relevant social actors in the transformation of the
local and global context, which have accompanied the changes of thought, ideolo-
gies, practices, innovating and serving the society. In addition to training professio-
nals and researchers, they have acquired a broader commitment to society: to help
to improve and promote people’s quality of life and their environment.

It is precisely this spirit of cooperation and joint work which has led to the long
history of collaboration that the University of Barcelona has with other entities,
both public and private. One of the purposes which the University has pursued
and still pursue with these collaborations is only the development of initiatives
to help improve and promote the quality of the people’s life. These collabo-
rations are realized from different agreements, conventions and cooperation
agreement that are promoted in faculties, departments and research groups.

Institute of Social Reintegration Foundation-IRES is a private foundation wor-
king since 1969 in the educational, psychological and social attention of people
and marginalized groups, in a situation of social risk or economic difficulties.
Social actions are carried out with vulnerable people from an integral view in
the following areas:

+  Children, youth and family
+ Gender and family violence
+  Social inclusion

+  Social action in the justice system
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The social attention directly to the people permits them to investigate and
create suitable models of intervention transferable to other professionals and
territories. Therefore, research and innovation are carried out adding training
to them. Advocacy campaigns on the public authorities are also carried out.
From all their work the results are spread as they understand the awareness
as part of their mission.

More than forty-three years of service to individuals and families with rigour,
ethic and professional quality place them as leaders in the social action in the
criminal justice system in attention and visibility of children victims of gender
violence and their mothers and in the rehabilitation of offenders.

Their vision leads them to prioritize efforts and resources on:
+  Children victims of family and gender violence.

+ Training for parents in caring for their sons / daughters, especially single
mothers.

+ Prevention of crime and behavioural problems amongst young people.

They develop these lines taking into account as a priority the situation of poverty.

The Spanish State is its field of activity, a place where they want to expand their
activity that is currently carried out focused overall in Catalonia and the Balearic
Islands. The IRES Foundation is a socially responsible organization working in
the quality parameters of ISO 9001:2008 and is accredited by the Foundation
Loyalty for transparency and good practices. It is a member of the Global Com-
pact of the United Nations for the promotion of social responsibility and also
a founding member of the European Conference of Probation (CEP). Amongst
the awards received, we emphasize the Justice Award of Catalonia, the highest
distinction awarded by the Government of Catalonia in justice, and the Cross of
Saint Jordi, one of the most prestigious awards granted in Catalonia.
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1.4. Collaboration with institutions facilitating
contact with Romanian families living in Spain

The key to this project was to give voice to the Romanian families who have
immigrated to Spain. Once identified the territorial areas of work, the regions
of Catalonia and Madrid, it was started a study process of the entities, grou-
pings, organizations, encounter groups, etc., of the Romanian families residing
in Spain.

Based on public information, key informants, personal contacts, etc., it was
produced a list of possible organizations that could facilitate contact with the
families. The process in both communities was different, given the differences
in the social functioning in those areas.

Catalonia has a deeply-rooted social participation system, and there are many
entities and groupings of sports, cultural, social, and so on. Moreover, this sys-
tem includes the migrant population. Therefore, the associations of Romanian
people was considered as the best source of contact with the families. Letters
and emails were sent to all entities identified with this profile: cultural associa-
tions, business associations, social associations, etc. They were contacted
by telephone and personal interviews were conducted with the organizations
that showed interest and availability to collaborate with the project. Despite
their offer the ones that did not have a broad base of families with the required
profile, children under eighteen living in Spain, were discarded.

After this process it was signed an agreement with the Association of Roma-
nian Quorum Intercultural Mediators, who undertook to facilitate contact with
the required families.

The research team appreciates their cooperation, especially to its president,
Diana Dinu, who facilitated the identification, training and accompaniment of
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mediators in completing questionnaires and organizing focus groups. And also
especially to father Constantin Toader, head of the Orthodox Church of Vila-
nova i la Geltru, who helped in the organization and provided spaces to holding
most of the focus groups after the religious services. And also people collabo-
rating in performing this task in other territories of Catalonia, as in the case of
the families established in the region of Emporda (Girona), who without belon-
ging to a specific organization or association, were coordinated by the family
of Norica, Sergiu and Octavi Bleaja, that allowed to contrast what happens in
the largest cities with the reality of rural towns.

In Madrid the associative network is weaker and, instead, the utility network
is highly developed. Therefore, it was located the administration with res-
ponsibilities in the immigration area, in particular the Directorate General
on Immigration of the Community of Madrid, and their activities and service
network were studied. And they were able to identify the Centers Integration
and Participation (CEPI) and meeting centers and native Romanian families,
with high participation rate. Also, through the heads of the schools and other
professional contacts, we identified a team of mediators, with initial training,
completing questionnaires performed and collaborated in the organization of
the focus groups in the community. We appreciate the availability and collabo-
ration of Pablo Gomez-Gomez-Tavira Tavira, Director-General on Immigration
of the Community of Madrid, who provided us with bibliographic information
and statistics, supported by its technical team and access to CEPI (Centres
for Participation and Integration of Immigrants) for the realization of fieldwork.

1.5. Territorial framing of the investigation:
Catalonia and the Community of Madrid

The research carried out did not require a representative population sampling.
Thus, to facilitate the organization of the fieldwork and reduce economic costs,

18



1. Context and presentation
of the project

we select the two regions with the highest number of immigrants from Roma-
nia: Catalonia and Madrid.

Once selected both territories, other regional factors were taken into account,
opting to select a global sample which collects families living in big cities, small
towns and small municipalities, and so collect information and good practices
of the different urban realities in those communities. This criterion, together
with the easy access and the involvement of local organizations consulted,
determined the configuration of the final sample.

The two centres of participation and integration of the Community of Madrid
have collaborated in Madrid. These centres aim to inform, advice and offer
their services, both to immigrants and all residents of the Community of Madrid
about the resources available in order to solve their problems and concerns
(Spanish learning, job training, tutoring, cultural activities, traditions ...). It also
aims to be an open space of sociocultural and intercultural meeting to allow
participation and integration of all groups of the population living in the Com-
munity. In Madrid there are two CEPI especially targeted to the participation of
Romanian families:

+  The Hispano Romanian CEPI from Coslada.
+  The Hispano Romanian CEPI from Alcala de Henares.

The presence of families living in large cities was ensured when making most
of the work in the CEPI from Coslada.

Catalonia had the Quorum Romanian Association of Mediators, with high
deployment in the regions of Alt Penedés and Garraf, which offered the pos-
sibility of collecting the contributions of families living in medium-sized cities.

To complete the sample it was sought a territory containing small towns and
a group of families in some municipalities of Alt Emporda was contacted, thus
being able to complete the purposive sample.
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1.6. Conceptual framework

One of the drawbacks of the research and the shared projects is that not all
partners arise from the same experiences and, in many cases, neither from
the same premises when dealing with the objects of study. In addition, laws,
guidelines, frameworks and initial agreements that are established on the base
of the commitment with the European Commission and with the same coordi-
nation of the project, do not help for a prior understanding that theoretically
and conceptually build the framework. While in many aspects the details of the
projects are agreed, the common proposals of the wherefores of many issues
recedes into a background and is in the results of the research in this case,
or the work done when viewing few theoretical stakes or others when applying
the “consequences” from the studies in the form of policies, recommendations,
etc., to help improve the situation studied.

In this case, the interest of the shared and diversified study has precisely this
function: to conclude explaining what the situation of minors of Romanian origin
in transnational migration, through the role that families have in these processes.
But in addition, the interest is also focused on developing guidance to social
and migratory policies of the countries involved in this process. However, in the
group that conducted the study in Spain, perhaps because most of its members
come from the field of social pedagogy, there has been a concern for the theo-
retical framework used, for placing “where shall we start” and for trying to build
a theoretical contribution in parallel to the work done in the theoretical research.
So that it has not been made a justification based on the theoretical to explain,
for example, the field work, but the different moments of the research have been
“accompanied” by this theoretical and socio-pedagogical reflexion.

This is not the place to empty the contributions made from the theoretical
perspective, but it seems appropriate to present the point of view that has
been the base to carry out the study, where the research group (GPS) is when
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performing this study. For this reason it seems interesting to be able to raise at
least the positioning of the research group through a few conceptual traces to
corroborate the point of view that the process followed in this study.

There are two starting concepts which are useful in science in general and in
the social and education in particular, and they are: complexity, as a paradigm,
and accompaniment, as route. Others, such as multiculturalism, inter-cultural
or integration in migratory processes have to do with this starting point and
with some ideas about the difference or social diversity.

In transnational migratory processes, the best reception that people can find
when they come to a new country is that the host society accepts the difference
in its broadest sense, as normality. However, this is not the context in which the
social relations are carried out with the new arrivals, neither sometimes, when
you have spent years in the so-cold host country, by the ones who were there
before. Furthermore, when it is being talked about children whose needs of
protection have been ratified and accepted by all the countries involved in the
study and, on the other hand, it is part of the human rights and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, it seems clear that this respect for cultural differen-
ces in a broad sense is even more necessary. That is why we cannot speak
about integration without taking into account that the society has a cultural
diversity that is based on relations between diverse which must live in certain
territories and specific social contexts. And when it comes to cohabitation it
must be differentiated from coexistence. The first one would have to do with
the possibility of exchange and interrelation, which would lead to inter-cultural
on a social and educational level, for example, while the coexistence trace a
mosaic of multiple differences in one place, but its components do not relate to
each other, as with the so-called multiculturalism.

In the case of childhood and adolescence and the immigrant families, it is essen-
tial to start from these premises to avoid creating misunderstandings and not con-
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fuse being in a place to participate and be a member of what happens in it. In the
psychosocial development and in the education of the minors, participation and
identification are essential for its socialization; in other words: for personal survi-
val in the community where they arrive, in order to feel that they are part of this
new society, they should not find the barriers of prejudice that prevent them from
being considered one more of the society, as it may be in environments of school,
leisure, neighbourhood, village, and so on.

The look to the social reality is placed in the paradigm of the complexity',
understood as the space for dialogue that facilitates the understanding of the
reality from the coexistence of different models and explanatory logics, gam-
bling with the values and together with a positioning and a way to understand
the world from its changing capacity. It is a way of structuring one’s thinking
from the continuous internal dialogue with the environment. From the paradigm
of complexity the society is understood, its interrelationships and the possibility
of changes, including education, as a process of conjugation of thinking, the
values and the action. Be part of the ability to dialogue with the environment,
considering the different conceptions and visions to build new creative answers
that respond to our need for change and improvement. It is a reflective process
which confront homogeneity and diversity, individuality and society, equality
and difference..., without forgetting the social structure of inequality, which are
obviously present and condition this process.

This is a retroactive system of continued construction of the social life and citi-
zenship, from the leadership of the people that conform it. From the paradigm

1. See J. BONIL y R. M. PUJOL, “El paradigma de la complexitat: un marc per a orientar I’activitat cientifica esco-
lar”, Revista Catalana de Pedagogia (Societat Catalana de Pedagogia), vol. 4 (2005), p. 43-58.
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of complexity there is not a reality, but multiple interpretations of the reality
that are conformed into a network of relationships between people, society
and nature. It is defended the creation of new forms of communication and
coexistence from the freedom of thought and action of people consistent with
themselves and with respect to the environment.

There are many ways to explain and conduct accompaniment processes, but
here it is used the idea of many pedagogical references to the process of
accompaniment which is called education?, likewise it is carried out in a com-
munity or group, with the members of this and whose relationship is meant to
be educational, as it collaborate, strengthen, helps to define, etc., taking posi-
tions and decisions on people’s life. And this is the goal of education in its bro-
adest sense: achieve the decision-making autonomously and responsibly by
those who are called learners. In this sense, the “educational” accompaniment
is defined as the process in which the teacher, co-ordinator, etc., establis-
hed with a person, group or community an improvement project with specific
purposes. It is a process in which the teacher starts from the recognition of
the other as capable of achieving its purpose, being the teacher in charge of
active listening, questioning, the mirror effect, strengthening the potential, self-
knowledge, self-esteem, sociability, and lead generation, and the learner, the
protagonist of the change process and the responsible of the decision-making.

The educational support starts from the need for renewal, in other words, the
establishment of the educational relationship as a base element of the education
in society, from the involvement and professional responsibility and recognizing
the other as able to grant confidence in their ability of change and improvement.

2. Movimiento por el Acompafiamiento y la Insercién Social (Movement for the accompaniment and the reinsertion):
<http://www.mais.asso.fr>; UNIOPPS; Susanne Bruyelles; Franco Moretti; J. Vilar; Jordi Planella, among others.
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The responsibility shall be a value of relevant work. Each actor assumes the
consequences of their decisions and so we learn to predict and analyse the
consequences of our actions by reflecting on their implications. It is learnt
to analyse the complexity of decisions, giving value to the experience and
knowledge and being consistent with the goals.

It is thought from the teacher and the learner around their capabilities, their
experiences, their feelings, their fears, their hopes, their frustrations, their
skills, their difficulties, and gradually weave the analysis of the complex reality
and of the relationships that are establishes to go forward in the decision-
making process in order to build a better future. It is a way to educate based on
empowerment, understood as the ability of the learner to think and make with
freedom and responsibility. One way to build the individuality / identity, at the
same time as the sociability and the particular and global world.

Accompany is working from the relationship, which, thus understood, beco-
mes educational; is taking responsibility of the process from the place each
occupies and search the adequate distance to recognize the other and the
adequate involvement to promote concerns and changes in the other.

This understood, the concept of accompaniment, which might seem odd in
a research context, enabling a different way to approach groups of people
involved in it, even if they are categorized as “sample” in its process. It can
be said that this approach enables taking into account, for example, aspects
of groups or associations, as those that have collaborated in this research,
that “humanize” studies of this type and that in turn establish other results to
consider. This is what in pedagogy is called hidden curriculum and refers to
what visibly does not appear but it is and is not always visible on a cold data
of some quantitative answer without knowing who is answering, how they are,
what their story is... Some can be glimpsed and are found in discussion groups,
but the role, the prominence, the previous agreement between participants

24



1. Context and presentation
of the project

include, among others, crucial elements for the research and that can only be
developed if the trust that allows following the process between researchers
and investigated is established.

In most actions concerning populations whose origin is in a country different
than the one representing, at a given time, the scene of their daily lives, the
difference shows up in one way or another and as seemingly opposite concept,
the integration. We would be talking, in this regard, that people of Romanian
origin living in Spain are different, at least in cultural terms, in their traditions,
customs, etc., of other human groups. And there the integration would seem
linked to the loss of these references related to their origin culture. This is
why many times when talking about integration many people understand this
loss of elements of their own culture than anything else. It usually confuses
the concept of integration with the one of assimilation, that is, those practices
that lead to the loss of their own culture references in exchange for an alleged
assumption of the adoption culture or the host country. Especially if in the host
country the practices to which you are supposed to join are in the majority and
dominant. These two factors contribute to the terminological confusion that
often ends up translating stereotyped misconceptions that have little or nothing
to do with the reality of each immigrant that has met other people who came to
the new territory before them or they were born and always lived in it.

The conflict between different cultural backgrounds populations appears when
the referents are rigid constructs which usually give an essential character to
the culture. Constructions that seem to be attributed to a specific time and that
seem to have already its defining characteristics so constituted that it is impos-
sible to be otherwise. At that place confusions arise which should be clarified
if you want to avoid processes of racism and xenophobia.
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If we look at the idea of integration used in ecological science it can be easy
to understand the concept of integration. 1t is about seeing reality as a group,
not a sum of different elements that relate to each other in different ways, for-
ming and building networks of organization and interrelations. These elements,
biotic and abiotic, that is the different populations of living things, with their
network relations and scenarios, substrates, places, etc., where each action
is developed, constitute what is called the ecosystem. The integration of all
these elements different from one another allows the reality of the minimum
gathering of life and performance of our system. This integration is based on
the existing differences, on diversity as a concept that includes this necessary
difference to combine the reality. And is at this point that the concept of inte-
gration means that “all” (all present, existing element) helps to build this reality.

If this concept pursues, not mechanistically or mechanistic, to the social reality
of different cultures, from the different populations that live or have lived a
migratory process and coexist in an area with other people who are different in
the ways of thinking, of doing, of living, of expressing..., we see that the com-
mon characteristic is the relation between the differences and the type of cons-
truction of the society that they adopt. Well, in these cases, the differences that
constitute the social and cultural diversity allow to talk about a construction
that has been made or it is made from the integration of these differences.

And, in this regard, the concept of integration has to do more with the joint
construction of agreements, covenants, consensus, not without inherent con-
flicts in human and social relations, that with the assimilation of the culture and
society in position of a majority that drag to itself the situations of the mino-
rity cultures and the whole of its population, who eventually adapt themselves
to the new situation, often without contributing to any construction that shall
include them in the host society or in their new society.
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Nevertheless, this idea that on a theoretical level perfectly holds the reflection,
on the practice of social relations it is not always carried out this way nor with
an ‘ideal’ so co-participated by all the people occupying a territory. That is
why so much has been written on the integration and in so controversial ways.
In spite of this and knowing this difficulty, the research group has chosen to
take on these approaches in its development. And in this regard, referring to
Romanian-Spanish or Romanian-Catalan relations, many cultural similarities
have been discovered, which allow to talk about integration not only as the
adaptation of those who have come later and inconvenience to those who had
come before, but as the participation, even temporarily, in the social construc-
tion of a neighbourhood or town in different territories.



Socio-demographic
contextualisation of
romanian families in Spain

2.1. Data at state level

Spain is a country with a long history of migration movements. In times econo-
mic crisis Spain has suffered great migrations to other countries offering better
economic opportunities: Cuba and Brazil during colonial times for example or
Germany and France in times of industrial development. Spain has also expe-
rienced internal interregional migration movements and in times of economic
growth the country has been the recipient of large groups from less developed

countries: North Africa, Africa, Latin America and Romania.

There are many factors that play and determine the complexity of migration
processes. There are pull-factors for immigrants (economic growth, strong
social protection system, structural demand for employment in certain sectors)
and push-factors (dictatorships, weak social protection systems, economic cri-

sis, ethnic persecution and restriction of rights).

The great Spanish economic growth in recent years has improved migration
movements, although it should be noted that Spain has been one of the last
countries in the EU which has received immigration from Eastern Europe. After
the eighties, settlements of Polish, Bulgarians, Romanians, Russians and

Ukrainians were observed.
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There are some advantages of migration for Romanians to Spain:

+  Romania has a language of Latin origin as Spanish and Catalan, which
facilitates the linguistic integration of people in this community.

+ The education system, compulsory until the age of 16, and the health
system are also perks when choosing where to migrate. It is to notice that
the school system in Romania has suffered a clear decline from demo-
cratic development, and there are now serious differences between rural
settings (very impoverished few children reach the high school from this
environment) in comparison to some urban environments.

According to figures provided by the National Institute of Statistics (INE), from
the latest revision of the municipal census?, the population in Spain in January
1, 2011, which rose to over 47.2 million people. The number of foreigners in
Spain by autonomous communities and cities as of 2011 is reflected in Table 1.

3. The administrative register where population of a municipality are registered. The data provided is the proof
of residence and regular address. Its production, maintenance, safe custody and review is responsibility of the
municipality. (INE, 2012).
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TABLE 1

Number of foreigners in Spain according to autonomous community (2010-2011).
Data: National Institute of Statistics.

On 1st of January On 1st of January 2010 Absolute  Relative
(provisional dates) (definitive dates) variation  Variation
No of people % of the total No of people % of the total
peop community peop community
5.730.667 5.747.734
Baleares 242.578 21.8 242.256 21,9 322 0,1
Comunidad 877.678 17,2 893.759 175 -16.081 1.8
Valenciana
120 1.062.026 16,4 1.079.944 16,7 -17.918 17
Comunidad
Region de 240.749 16,4 241.865 16,5 1116 -0,5
Murcia
Cataluia 1.182.957 15,7 1.198.538 16,0 -15.581 -1,3
Canaria 306.307 14,4 307.379 14,5 -1.072 -0,3
La Rioja 46.084 14,3 46.680 14,5 -596 -1,3
Melilla 10.033 12,8 8.873 11,7 1.160 13,1
Aragon 170.421 12,7 173.086 12,8 -2.665 -1,5
Navarra, C. Foral 71.380 11,1 71.369 11,2 11 0,0
P 231.810 11,0 229,554 109 2.256 1,0
Mancha
Andalucia 727.176 8,6 704.056 8,4 23.120 33
Castillay Leon 171.554 6,7 169.498 6,6 2.056 1,2
Pais Vasco 144.551 6,6 139.369 6,4 5.182 3,7
Cantabria 38.863 6,6 39.201 6,6 -338 -0,9
Ceuta 4.736 58 3.995 5,0 M 18,5
G5, 50.310 47 49.286 45 1.024 2.1
Principado
Galicia 109.994 39 109.670 39 324 0,3
Extremadura 41.460 3,7 39.356 3,6 2.104 53
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The project was carried out in two communities, Catalonia, with 15.7% of fore-
ign population, and Madrid with 16.4%. Both have slightly higher rates than the
Spain’s average. According to the data 15.1% migrants are from Romania, this
country being the most common supplier of migrants, followed by Morocco. So
the community under study represents a significant percentage of the overall
migration to Spain.

FIGURE 1. EVOLUTION OF THE ROMANIAN POPULATION (2000-2010)

Evolution of the Romanian population registered in the last 10 years by gender.
Chart prepared by census data from INE 2000-2010.
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In the past 10 years (see Fig. 1) the Romanian population has gone from being
virtually invisible in the 90’s, to becoming the third most popular group of foreigner
in 2005 and the first in 2011. The migration model indicates that most immigration
begins with an individual process. At the same time, all studies show a tendency
to temporality, establishing a circular pattern, e.g. where the migrant establishes a
permanent residence in Romania and is performing intermittent periods of migra-
tion outside their country of origin. This migration model requires strong social
networks of origin and destination that facilitate the integration and acceptance in
both places.
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The percentage of children, working population and elderly confirm a trend to
stability.

TABLA 2
Romanian population by age (2000-2010). Table of own elaboration from data of INE

0-15 19°2 12'8 147 15’8
16-64 789 86’9 84’9 83’5
+65 19 03 04 07

The older population is virtually residual and the child population is growing but not
significantly, and may also be related to the increased presence of adult women in
recent years. The scarcity of older people confirms the hypothesis that the Roma-
nian immigrant returns to his country of origin before reaching retirement.

One of the lynchpin to analyse in this project is to know which are the success
factors for a good integration of the Romanian children settled in Spain. So we
want to observe indicators of overall integration of the population from Romania
based on the following indicators: education, health and justice in the two auto-
nomous communities.

2.2. Data at Catalonia and community of Madrid level

Romanian population living in Catalonia dated January 1, 2011 was 101,855 people
(1.3% of the total population, 8.3% of the immigrant population)4, and in the Madrid
region it was 222, 528 people (20.17% of the immigrant population)® (INE).

4. Data from the register of inhabitants National Institute of statistics (INE).
5. Madrid Total Immigrant population 1.103.470. Data provided by the Immigration Observatory, Madrid Autonomous
Community
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In Catalonia the growth and proportionality between the sexes do not show devia-
tions relevant to the observations submitted nation-wide, as shown in Fig. 2 and 3.

FIGURE 2. Evolution of the Romanian population (2000-2010)
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FIGURE 3. Romanians in Catalonia by age and gender (January 2011)
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Catalonia is one of the communities that has had an increase in population from
Romania in recent years, making this the most popular immigrant group. As seen
in the graphs we did not observe a significant migration age bias. This is deter-
mined by the large number of family reunification, which has occurred in recent
years; related to both children and the people who are responsible for their care.
The low number of people over sixty-five years old shows the temporality of the
migration process, being clear the return to the country of origin in most cases. So
there is a high number of repatriation of bodies when deaths occur in Spain.

Romanians are a majority of the foreign nationality in the Community of Madrid.
The development in recent years has been considerable as shown in Fig. 4 and 5.

FIGURE 4. Evolution of the Romanian population in the community
of Madrid from 2000-2010 by gender
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FIGURE 5. Romanian population in the community of Madrid by age
and gender
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Active population
As for the working population, it does not include work done by illegal immi-
grants that allows us to analyse the actual unemployment rate of this migrant

group due to the absence of reliable data.

However, the official data of occupation are detailed in Tables 3 and 4.

TABLE 3. Catalonia

Workers with Social Security in Catalonia (2010). Data according to Ministry of Labour
and Immigration (2010).

Workers with Social Foreign Romanian % of total
security 2010 nationality immigrants foreigners
Men 230.740 19.394 8,40 %
Women 167.081 13.137 7,86 %
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TABLE 4. Community of Madrid

Workers with Social Security in the Community of Madrid (2010). Data according to
Ministry of Labour and Immigration (2010).

Workers with Social Foreign Romanian % of total
security 2010 nationality immigrants foreigners

Men 196.960 31.594 16,04 %
Women 193.108 25.708 13,31 %

In the past year there has been a decrease of Romanian people affiliated in
the social security system as a result of the widespread crisis in our country.

Education

Education is valuable for the Romanians and the practice of schooling is rooted
except for the Romani (gypsies). The number of enrolments in recent years has
grown (see Tables 5 and 6).

TABLE 5. Evolution of school enrolments of the Romanian popula-

tion in Catalonia
Data provided by the Department of Education of the Generalitat of Catalonia.

Evolution in the number of

Romanian school registrations 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
in Catalonia

Kids 974 1.286 1.683 1.782 1.631 1.860
Primary (comp.) 2.252 3.068 4.060 4.378 4.181 4.362
Secundary school (comp) 1.528 1.981 2.543 2.674 2.648 2.847
High School 286 338 406 481 499 516
m‘;fm’;?;gai"i"g specific 109 175 252 311 443 492
Vocational Training Higher level 50 69 92 110 182 202
Total 5.199 6.917 9.036 9.736 9.584 10.279
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We cannot compare the exact details of registration and enrolment, but the data
presented shows a clear trend towards the education of the children; there is no
significant decrease.

TABLE 6. Comparison of the Romanian child population registered in
Catalonia and students enrolled in compulsory education
Table of the authors, based on data from INE.

Registered in Catalonia Registered in Catalonia schools
(0-15 years) (compulsory schooling)
2006 3.840 6.335
2007 4.997 8.286
2008 6.884 8.834
2009 7.880 8.460
2010 8.325 9.069

The Madrid community data point in the line of Catalonia.

TABLE 7. Romanian students enrolled in a compulsory education in
the community of Madrid
Data as Table from Statistics of Education (Ministry of Education).

Total Espaiia Comunidad Madrid
Romanian pupils registered

in compulsory schooling 2009-2010
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TABLE 8. Evolution of Romanian enrolments in the community of Madrid
Data as Table from Statistics of Education (Ministry of Education).

Evolution of Romanian

enrolments in the Community 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11
of Madrid

Kids 2.205 3.171 4.200 4.775 4.885 5.809
Primary (comp.) 4.627 6.349 7.993 8.380 8.053 8.399
Secundary School (comp.) 2.891 3.635 4,610 4.375 4.260 4.781
High School 482 576 827 839 1.037 1.160
YOcationgl Training specific 88 129 214 262 317 403
intermediate

Vocational Training Higher level 72 95 119 123 148 175
Total 10.365 | 13.955 | 17.963 | 18.754 | 18.700 | 20.727

Health

According to the data from the Catalan Health Service (CatSalut), in 2011,
there were 80.120 policy holders in the Central Registry of Insured (RCA) with
Health Card of Romanian nationality. Obtaining a health insurance card is free,
and there is a predominant use in the case of minors and the elderly but it is
not common in adulthood.
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According to the official data from the Madrid Health Service in 2012, there
were 150,286 people from Romania with a health insurance card.

Justice

We found no in-depth studies on the percentage of the immigrated population
who commit crimes, failing to indicate whether it is directly related to gangs of
criminal networks involved in prostitution, drug and weapons trafficking.

However it is noted that as in the general population the percentage of Roma-
nian justice problems are increasing as shown in Tables 8 and 9, during the
years 2009 and 2010 in Catalonia.

TABLE 9. Romanian people with the role of defendant, accused of
arrest for a major persecution
Figures according to the Catalan Autonomous police (Mossos d’Esquadra).

. . 2010 Total
Romanian people with the role of defendant, accused

of arrested for a major persecution

With regards to the type of facts, it shows that the related assets are most pre-
sent in both years analysed.
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TABLE 10
Distribution by type of facts known to the leading cause. Romanian population data.
Data according to the Catalan Autonomous Police (Mossos d’Esquadra).

Distribution by type of facts known

to the leading cause.
Romanian population data

Against security 602 571 1.173
Murder and its forms 6 15 21
Abortion 1 - 1
Of lesions 409 402 811
Against freedom 237 285 522
Crimes of torture against the person 97 82 179
Crimes against sexual freedom 63 84 147
Crimes against privacy, image and home 16 14 30
Against honour 1 - 1
Against family relations 94 7 165
Against property 3.615 4.305 7.920
The rights of foreign citizen 1 2 3
Against worker rights 1 14 15
Planning, heritage, environment = 4 4
Against collective security 39 65 104
Of falsehood 280 299 579
Crimes against public administration 7 1 8
Offences against the administration of justice 121 109 230
Crimes against the Constitution 14 27 41
Crimes against public order 220 254 474
Offences against property 4915 5.642 10.557
Offences against the general interests 125 100 225
Offences against people 633 679 1.312
Offences against public order 71 82 153
Total 11.568 13.107 24.675




Documentary analysis

The bibliographical analysis begins with the search for materials that, on the
project topic, were being located through various sources:

Government reports.

So that, even though it has been working on the implementation of the research
instruments or in the fieldwork, this ‘folder’ with bibliographic information has
been opened, since throughout the project may have arisen new publications
of interest that have been incorporated.

It should be noted that all documentaries references have served mainly to
frame the reality of our project, since there is practically no specific information
on the subject, beyond the stated in the demographic report as official data
on different areas in which are reflected the situation and the actions of the
Romanian children and teenagers and the migration processes of them and
their families. About the children’s rights in relation to Romanian migration
processes towards Spain, the situation of Romanian families and especially
their children in Spain, few studies barely exist at the date. Therefore, the
information that allows a certain location map of the situation is drawn in most
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cases from studies on migration in general, on migration to the Spanish State
or migration from Romania, also general, except for some references that have
been more specific, especially related to school performance of children of
Romanian origin or some data studied by different ministries or regional cou-
ncils (in this case especially the ones derivatives of the Community of Madrid
and the Generalitat of Catalonia) and that collect the most specific aspects of
migration processes in general, and particularly and to a lesser proportion, on
Romanian migration, extreme which is already mentioned in the demographic

data report.

The research team expanded the search thematic, similar in most general refe-
rences, which are related, for example, to school or leisure situation of children
or to the adult expectations with regard to these elements. And to do this, studies
and bibliographies related to multiculturalism or interculturality in school were
reviewed. Moreover, works on the state of immigration in Catalonia or Spain

were analysed.

It is important to note that it was decided not to tackle, in the whole project,
the reality related to the problems of the Romani people, due to their nomadic
lifestyle, which hampered the approach.

3.1. First selection and sources

It was made a search in the European national and regional databases, which
sometimes depended on government organizations and sometimes on private
or semi-private entities (involving public administrations). So, it were consulted

the following databases:
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EUROPEANS STATE AUTONOMOUS

Organizations for Ministry Department of
the Co-operation of Interior Social Welfare
and Development
e Ministry e Department of
e Education Resources of Education Education
Information
Centre (ERIC) e National Institute e Department of Health
of Statistics
e EUROSTAT e |DESCAT
e  Permanent
e European Migration Immigration e (Catalan Observatory
Network (EMN) Observatory on Immigration
» The European e Jaume Bofill
Union Agency Foundation

for Fundamental

Rights (FRA) e Barcelona Centre

for International
Affairs (CIDOB)

From the documentary search carried out in databases, quantitative or qualita-
tive reports (yearbooks, government institutional custom analysis, etc.), mono-
graphic studies journals or a university, and so on, have been collected.

Forty-three publications were selected. Some of them were official reports
of the situation of immigrants in Spain, in the autonomous communities or in
Europe; others were referred to social policies dedicated or directed to the
immigrant population in different context, state or autonomous; in other words,
we find more specific subject, though not exclusively related to the Romanian
population (families or education and immigration, for example), in other cases,
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there were involved sociological or anthropological studies about social and
labour inclusion of the immigrant populations; in others, the choice had to do
with the territorialisation and the autonomous realities, in the first case deter-
mined by the settlement of the Romanian population numerically significant in
a particular area (coastal Catalonia, Barcelona city, region of Castell6n de la
Plana, Andalusia or Community of Madrid and core) and in the second case
related to socio-cultural aspects (language, linguistic integration).

The outcome of what it is said above is that the selection criteria of the docu-
mentation were:

SELECTION CRITERIA

e Bibliographic documents on migration in Europe.
e Bibliographic documents of conceptual nature.

e Bibliographic documents that served as a frame to the migratory processes towards Spain
and its autonomous regions.

e Bibliographic documents that concern about the reality of the migration of Romanian popula-
tion in Spain in general or in some autonomies.

e Bibliographic documents regarding the geographical distribution of the Romanian population
in Spain.

e Bibliographic documents dealing with the reality of childhood and adolescence (and the fami-
lies of this population) specifically related to Romanian of this age group.

e Bibliographic documents that provide insight into host social policies in different Spanish
territories (autonomies) by issues and local integration processes.

e Bibliographic documents of specific thematic analysis on migration, which may explain the
reality of Romanian children and their families.
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3.2. Grouping categories for the bibliographic analysys

This searching criteria allowed to do, afterwards, an ordering of the documents
found, which were not always one hundred percent true to the selection criteria
and in some cases forced to regroup or to take into account other important
aspects such as the topic of work and informal occupation of the Romanian
population, especially male, in rural areas in agriculture at the beginning of the
twenty-first century. Those are moments that could be called the first wave of
migration from the current decade and they are a turning point because from
2008 until today the number of Romanian immigrants in Spain significantly
increases, as reflected in the work of Hartman (2008). In this period, rural
areas that housed temporary immigrant population found in the male popu-
lation from Romania a different profile of worker who, while remaining in the
informal sector or the economy, provides a valuable workforce as he has cul-
tural and labour codes similar to those of the local population and generates a
lower degree of conflict. This work allows to explain and provides information
on some of the reasons why people of Romanian origin set in rural or semirural
of Catalan and Valencian coast during this period.

Concurring with these annotations and specifically on the arguments which
place the Romanian immigration in Spanish rural areas, the work of Professor
Rafael Martinez Smallpox, Department of Geography, University of Valencia,
says that in some small rural towns, Romanians and other foreigners prevent
that very old sectors such as agriculture and faring are left unattended, repre-
senting a factor somehow reviving of the sector.

Another important issue that does not follow strictly the criteria is the gender.
It is true that, in one way or another, when it comes to family it is incorporated
the role of women in the migration processes. Obviously, this also occurs in
the case of Romanian immigration, but it is interesting to consider in a more
conscious way, analysing the models that obey certain social standards, as
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pointed out by the authors Liliana Suarez and Paloma Crespo in their work in
2007, Families on the move: the case of Romanian women in Spain. Indeed,
the variable gender prominently cross the Romanian migration process. The
role of the women within the family, made invisible by a patriarchal ideology
that reproduce this way of thinking and doing, is reflected in the migration
processes. It is important, as the writers demonstrate, to reflect in these cases
on the construction of the model family, on such model in migration processes,
and see what the role of the family in these processes is, and especially, the
role that the women has within the family. This is an interesting thing, to go
beyond the description of a mechanical social functioning and that gives us
more elements to understand the object of the research of our project. There-
fore, this aspect will be considered despite not having established as such in
the selection criteria of the bibliographic material prior to field work.

The work about Rom population was ruled out, as noted, even though it appears
to be analysis works made from different perspectives, to note: on the social
and labour integration of the Rom population in the Mediterranean area, publis-
hed by ASPROSOCU, in Cartagena (2008), the work of Fundamental Rights
Agency (2009) or “Migration of Roma / Gypsies in Romania” by A. Macias,
published in the magazine A fondo (2008), or the studies carried out by the
Foundation Jaume Bofill in Catalonia, in the form of panel discussions on this
issue and published in the collection “La Finestra Oberta”.

It is interesting to observe how the criteria established by the research team
to categorize the various bibliographic materials has not been possible throug-
hout the process, since in many cases it was not even possible to find such
materials. This is the case of the bibliographic documents dealing with the
reality of childhood and adolescence (and the families of this population) spe-
cifically related to Romanian in this age group (criterion f), that we had to group
with the criterion h: bibliographic documents analysing topics specifically rela-
ted to migration, which can explain the reality of Romanian children and their
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families, and thus, some issues relating to education of their children according
to the families, for example.

Regarding the situation of childhood and adolescence, we can say that there
is not only a scarce in the specific studies in relation to the provenance of the
Romanian or the ancestors, but there is neither too much bibliography on chil-
dren and youth migration in general that may clarify this reality.

Therefore, all publications that refer to something related to childhood and ado-
lescence with a migrant background of their own or their parents, who live in
Spain, have been grouped into one category, who lives in Spain. Other issues
that have also been treated are the global aspects of labour migration that deal
with family reunification or the situation in the Spanish educational system,
for instance the work of F. Carbonell and A. Quintana, Immigracio i igualtat
d’'oportunitats a I'ensenyament obligatori, published by Foundation Jaume Bofill
in 2003 in Barcelona, or J. M. Palaudarias and C. Serra on the nationalities of
origin of the students in post-compulsory education (high school, vocational
training ...) in Catalonia, L'alumnat de nacionalitat estrangera en els estudis
postobligatoris (2007), and almost always within broader studies on migrations
(M . Larios and M. Nadal, L'estat de la immigracié a Catalunya, anuari, 2006)
or also in studies on families and immigration, such as the aforementioned
Familias en movimiento (Families on the move) (2007).

In a second group, all the titles referred to the situation of the Romanian popu-
lation who live in Spain have been gathered, grouping thus criterions d and e,
that means the bibliographic documents that specify they treat the migratory
reality of the Romanian population in Spain in general or some of its autono-
mies, and bibliographic documents referred to the geographic distribution of
the population of Romanian origin in Spain.

This category contains the most interesting publications to place the daily rea-
lity of the Romania population that has established in Spain: the book already
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mentioned by Crespo and Suarez (2007) on Romanian families in Spain and a
monograph published in 2009 by the Department of Immigration of the Genera-
litat de Catalunya, by shared authoring (Les persones de nacionalitat romanesa
a Catalunya) would be a good example of it. With a more sociological approach
we find a study by Rafael Martinez published in 2007 in the number 21 of the
magazine Migraciones: “Migration and new technologies of information and
communication: Romanian immigrants in Spain” or some specific jobs territo-
rialized, as the one by M. Servan, in 2007, located in Madrid (“Romanian labour
migratory dynamics and structure: 1990-2006. Migration inflows to Spain, des-
tiny Madrid”), or the book of A. Piqueras published in 2007 by the University
of Jaume | in Valencia: Mediterrania migrant: les migracions al Pais Valencia.
The section would also include the aforementioned work of T. Hartman on the
labour issue of the Romanian immigration in Spanish agricultural area.

The point of view on this situation of Romanians in Spain relies, among others, on
two very interesting studies which focus to study and capture the motivations and
strategies of the Romanian population that migrates (Ana Bleahu, Romanian migra-
tion to Spain Motivation, network and strategies, Bucharest, Institute for Quality of
Live, Romanian Academy, 2004) and to explain the vision of the “other house”, the
host one (R.E. Cucuruzan-Vasilache, The other home: Romanian migrants in Spain,
Bucharest, Romanian Journal of Regional Science, 2009).

A point of view that deserves special attention is the anthropological (and socio-
logical) focus that underlies the work of Miguel Pajares, researcher, anthropo-
logist and professor of Social Anthropology at the University of Barcelona,
including Inmigrantes del Este (Eastern immigrants ). Procesos migratorios de
los rumanos (Romanian migration processes), published by Icaria in Barcelona
in 2007 and result of an investigation of the author himself. Some of the topics
covered in this book have to do with the arrival, stay and return or non-return-to
Romania of the people who arrived at different times as immigrants to Spain,
to different areas of the country. It provides a very good picture of how the arri-
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val of the Romanian population in Spain comes with a social support network
that enables the necessary contacts to find work or housing, being the same
Romanians who had arrived before who provide to the newcomers, for example
contact with employers, foremen or other contracting agents. Even in some
cases the Romanian who had come before and provided jobs to the newcomer
becomes an intermediary, as he becomes the ‘alegal’ contractor of the other. It
is talked a lot about the origin recruitment and the general system as two ways
of contract for the Romanian population when they come to Spain. In the case
of housing something similar occurs: the one who is already settled, rents part
of his home and save a part for himself, and as far as he can, the mentality to
prosper and the facility to adapt make him find his own home with a relatively
quickly. The social network is somehow the provider of this security that allows
them to move on. A different case is the Rom population (gypsy), of which the
author also speaks.

A subject that arise in Pajares’ book is the high level of education and job skills
that accompanies the migration movement and allows the Romanian popu-
lation to find work, apart from the social support network, with relative ease,
as long as there is supply in the labour market. This high training level makes
most families want a high level of education for their children, which is what
they require to the Spanish education authorities. They show great concern
for the educational level of Spain, which they consider lower than the equiva-
lent in Romania. This requirement, more or less explicit, becomes one of the
main reasons of the social participation of the families. They do not use very
much the social services and welfare institutions. According to the author of this
study, if you talk about integration as the process of confluence of both parties
(the Romanian and the Spanish), we could say that there is little difficulty, since
the Romanian population is adaptive and in this case adapts to individual inte-
gration model, not collective, copied from the current individualistic host society.
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In this study, as in others already mentioned —by Rafael Smallpox— matching
many of the descriptions outlined here, it is shown the fact of the return as one
of the most concerning issues, it is something which initially is a target and that
slowly seems to be fading into a distant memory. Most people who have joined
the Spanish society in recent years have not already clear that their goal is to
return to Romania, so in the end their experience makes them Spanish citizens
of the specific area where they live.

With regard to migration policies both at European and Spanish or autono-
mous level, we can say that this form another grouping. We can see different
types of publications that describe, report, analyse, from government agencies,
legislative proposals, specific integration plans, and so on. In general they are
not separated by countries of origin of the populations concerned, but they are
presented in the form of annual directory, general reports... They are usually
orders from public administrations to universities, research teams, consultants,
etc., and in many cases suffer from criticism. However, some observatories,
one of whose functions is the research on the subject, raise some not so com-
placent issues, as they tackle more troubled realities. Such is the case of stu-
dies as the one of the Permanent Immigration Observatory of Madrid, Policy on
reception, repatriation and agreements for the integration of unaccompanied
foreign minors, published by the European Migration Network in 2009. This is
a subject related to the investigation, as it talks about children who do not have
relatives in the host country, which obliges the authorities to consider it in their
protection policies. The solution is not simple, since the ultimate goal is often
the repatriation, which does not close the circle, because after a while they
come back and the defencelessness process in which they live starts again. In
this matter it is interesting to note that in the case of Romania, these usually are
unaccompanied girls standing on subway platforms and begging, often manipu-
lated by mafia organizations for whom they raise money from donations. They
are usually accompanied by babies with most of whom they have no family ties.
In this case, the extent of protection is difficult because most girls are under
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illegal status, or lawless, without any real shelter and that violate sociability
rules. Their accompaniment and internment in specialized residential centres
for undocumented unaccompanied foreign minors (MEINA), Moroccan and sub-
Saharan males mostly, in the case of these Romanian girls (sometimes Roma-
nis) do not fully curdle in the fulfiiment of proposals from administrations.

There are references of independent studies from administrations and govern-
ments. This would be the case of N. O. Perez’s work, Spain: Forging and Immi-
gration Policy, in 2003, published in Migration Information Source, available on
the Web at http://www.migrationinformation.org/profiles/display.cfm?id=97; or in
the study of G. Pinyol, Reptes globals, respostes locals: Politiques d’immigracié
i integracio i accio local a la Uni6 Europea, (Global challenges, local responses:
immigration and integration policies and local action in the European Union) Bar-
celona, CIDOB, 2010.

About migratory policies, some contributions focused on the Romania-Spain rela-
tion can be seen, but they are less abundant: T. Erik and O. Ciobanu, “Migration
networks and policy Impacts: insights from Romanian-Spanish migrations’, Global
Networks, No. 9 (2009).

If not especially concerned with the reality of the Romanian population in Spain
or Europe, we especially focus in some works that help to frame aspects of the
migration processes which are indeed the subject of this project about children
and adolescents and their families. These are general references that have been
grouped into three categories: a) conceptual, b) those relating to Europe, and c)
those relating to Spain and the autonomous communities.

In some cases, these three categories are interrelated when treating a more
local subject, but which is analysed in a broader context, such as Europe; this
is the case of the study published by the University of Alicante, about the host
language, by L. Climent, V. Pitrach and V. Salvador, La llengua d’acollida: La
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llengua a Europa i a la integracio linglistica a la Plana (The host language:
Language in Europe and language integration to Plana).

Also related to language, it were analysed official documents of the Govern-
ment of the Generalitat of Catalonia in 2004, of joint authorship and published
by the Department of Education, like for example, «Pla per a la Llengua i la
Cohesib Social» (“Plan for Language and Social Cohesion”) in which different
authors analyse this plan as a tool for social cohesion.

Other reports, annual directories, etc., constitute valuable documents from ins-
titutions and research centres, such as CIDOB annual directory La hora de la
integracion. Anuario de inmigracion en Espana (Time of integration. annual
directory of immigration in Spain), from 2011, dedicated to analyse the econo-
mic crisis and its impact on migration phenomenon, and Inmigracién y crisis
econdémica: impactos actuales y perspectivas de futuro. Anuario de inmigracion
en Espana (Immigration and economic crisis: current impacts and future pros-
pects. Annual directory of immigration in Spain), 2010 edition, supervised by E.
Aja, J. Arango and J. Oliver, or the work by M. J. Larios and M. Nadal, L’estat de
la immigracioé a Catalunya. Anuari 2008 (The state of immigration in Catalonia.
Annual directory 2008) by Jaume Bofill Foundation, 2008.

Specific topics focussing on the return are analysed in two articles of the maga-
zines Human Organitzation and International Journal of Population Geography,
respectively, prepared by R. Rhoades and Rodriguez, Egea and Nieto. The
first one refers to rural development and the return in migration within Europe
and the second regards the return to Andalusia. And finally, this section of
references to the Spanish immigration reality as a more general framework that
aims the Romanian population, it is highlighted a specific book of immigration
in Catalonia: Ser immigrant a Catalunya (Being an immigrant in Catalonia) by
Pep Subirés who in 2010 makes a kind of an essay providing reasons and
arguments; and, on the other hand, the article by F. Torres, «Els nous veins a la
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ciutat: els immigrants a Valéncia i Russafa» (“The new neighbours of the city:
the immigrants to Valencia and Russafa”) Migraciones, No. 21 (2007), which
focuses his contribution to the new neighbours of Valencia and Ruzafa.

As we have already mentioned the European framework in general as an immi-
gration setting, there are, on the one hand, reports such as Eurostat (2008)
on new immigration trends and citizenship in the EU of the 27; the 2010 report
of CIDOB entitled “Shaping the normative contours of the European Union:
a Migration-Border framework” due to R. Zapata; M. A. Anguiano and A.
M. Lopez, Migration and Borders: New shapes for the international mobility,
published by Icaria in 2010; the article of Serra, Mas, Xalabarder and Pinyol,
“Current immigration debates in Europe”, in 2005; on the other hand, the Ame-
rican Sociological Review has published an article by Hagan, MacMillan and
Wheaton of general framework, even though the title seems to refer only to
children, it talks about social capital and the impact of family migration in the
lifetime of boys and girls.

As conceptual works, the editorial Libros de la Catarata published in Madrid
in 2000, Guia de conceptos sobre migraciones, racismo e interculturalidad (A
Guide to Concepts on Migrations Racism and Interculturalism), by G. Malgenedi
and G. Gimenez. Coordinated by J. S. Bernat and C. Gimeno (2006), Migration
and Interculturalism: From Global to Local, contains work by M. Pajares on
migration and multiculturalism and has a clarifying interest on aspects of glo-
balization and population movements with a social anthropological approach.
And, if these cases involve reflection and research work that place the concept,
in the book by Z. Bauman published by the Centre of Contemporary Culture of
Barcelona in 2006, the author of the liquid modernity outlines an approach to
the current reality of people movement and the new real and symbolic borders
linking it to universal values.
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The documentary review carried out and its subsequent analysis allowed to
place the issue in our context and generated questions that were compared in
the field study.

3.3. Preliminary conclusions about the documentary
analysis

Following the study object of the project, which focuses on the rights of chil-
dren in relation to their families in Romanian migratory processes to Spain, it
can be pointed out a first conclusion, that is not casual and yet, it is significant:
the invisibility of children and adolescents from Romania (and in general immi-
grant minors) and, of course, the rights that this age group has. The little or
almost no bibliographical information about it demonstrates this invisibility and
place this population only “in connection with” other people or institutions, not
as protagonists of the studies or published researches. Given the near disap-
pearance of the ultimate objective of migration, represented by the return to the
country of origin, we can say that the situations are the aim of this investigation
(the protection and fulfilment of children and adolescents’ rights) should tend to
become positive, likewise the “abandonments” motivated by parental migration
should not affect the children on a high level. Not having the idea of returning to
the country of origin, the propensity of the adults of taking their children to the
new destination would seem logical, but the economic crisis can play against
this logic at present and we cannot here venture emphatic claims until it can
be verified whether this is an expired tendency or their sons and daughters are
coming and going again and again, from Romania to Spain, at the mercy of the
family economic possibilities and vice versa.



Research
methodology

The methodological approach of this project has as basic pillars the integration
and collaboration between qualitative and quantitative research methods. The
research team has sought to give voice to families and their children, accom-
panying them in the process of expression of their experience, problems, sup-
ports, successes... The work made in the preparation, conduction and analysis
of the individual interviews and the focus groups has been a major factor in the
methodological process. Thus, the techniques used to incorporate qualitative
and quantitative analysis are just the way of listening to the protagonists of
the migratory processes. The research presented is mainly based on active
listening. It came from the trust, transparency and the shared goal of making
known their testimony, their reality, their desires, their hopes, their challenges
and difficulties, which have been able to weave the analysis on these pages.
It was rewarding for the team to collect an experience like this: “for once we
participate in an investigation that is not about the Romanians, but an investi-
gation in which Romanians speak.” Therefore, much effort has been expended
to present their testimony as it was told, avoiding interpretations or inferences.

Todd, Nerlich and McKeown (2004) highlight that quantitative and qualitative
processes are only ‘possible choices or options “to deal with research pro-
blems rather than paradigms and epistemological positions. In this way, there
are many speeches that have prioritized a method over the other with argu-
ments based on ‘truth’, ‘reality’, ‘validity’, ‘objectivity’, etc. as exclusive or deci-
sive criteria for the selection of a research methodology. For Maxwell (1992)
and Henwood (2004), a method or process is not valid or invalid by itself:
on occasions, the application of the methods can produce valid data and, in
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others, invalid. The validity do not prove to be an inherent property of a particu-
lar method or process, but it has to do with the collected data, the analyses and
explanations and conclusions reached by using a method in a specific context
and for a particular purpose (Hernandez, Fernandez and Baptista, 20086).

To Creswell (2005), the choice of a method can be determined by different factors
related to the approach or the interest of the researcher. For example:

That the approach That the researcher feel
harmonize or adapt more comfortable with the
to the problem. approach.

That the researcher has
theoretical and practical
experience to develop some
of the approaches.

That the researcher consider
more appropriate one than
another.

Regarding the choice of method for this research, we chose the mixed method,
as it sought to obtain a comprehensive view of the migratory processes of
Romanian families and their children to Spain. A vision that would gather the
elements of dynamism and complexity present in the realities of migration.
Padilla considers that the acceptance of the mixed paradigm allows a more
accurate perspective, as it allows to know the frequency, amplitude and mag-
nitude of a phenomenon, such as its depth and complexity. The mixed method
starts from the recognition of the potentiality and strengths of each method,
rather than its potential weaknesses. It allows to select, analyse and link quan-
titative and qualitative data in a single study and / or research to answer the
problem approach.
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Helps to clarify and formulate the problem
approach, as well as the most appropriate
ways to study and theorize the research
problems (Brannen, 1992 mentioned by
Hernandez, 2006).

The mixed outlook can reply to a wider
and more complete range of questions for
the investigation.

The multiplicity of observations produces
more varied data; various sources and
types of data, contexts or environments
and analysis are considered.

Theoretical creativity is enhanced.

They support with more strength the
scientific interferences, which are used
in isolation (Feuer, Towne and Shavelson,
2002 mentioned by Hernandez, 2006).

It produces a fuller, more holistic and
comprehensive knowledge to inform
theory and practice.

4. Research methodology

LIMITATIONS

The researcher must have a considerable
training in quantitative and qualitative
approaches.

The knowledge in the less experienced
method need to be strengthen.

The mixed approaches are young compa-
ring to other research approaches.

It needs time, it handles large volumes of
data and it carries out various analysis.

4.1. Working process

The research team responsible for the study in Spain was composed of a
mixed team with members affiliated to the University of Barcelona and mem-
bers assigned to the IRES Foundation, who have done all the research as
whole team with territorial planning and distribution of tasks amongst the diffe-
rent members.
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The research was carried out for fifteen months with sequential phases of
research in Catalonia and the Community of Madrid:

PREVIUS
Global planning of the project research teams: University of Barcelona, Institute of Social

Reintegration Foundation-IRES, Fondazione ISMU, Albero de la Vita,
Alternative Sociale Association.

Documentary Design and Field study and Proposals International
Review adaptation of results analysis contrast of results
the information and conclusions
collection
instruments.

4.2. Sample description

The sample selection was not random type, but convenience, understood as
guided by factors such as facility of access, researcher convenience, avai-
lability of samples and other analogue, by chance or accidentally. This sam-
pling receives other names, as intentional sample (Patton, 1980; Goertz and
LeCompte, 1988, p. 93).

The sample selection was intentional and excluded families with the following
features:

— Minors with no family references and / or families without children.

— Families in social vulnerability situation or found in social and benefit
protection circuits.

— Families with a working relationship with multinationals or coming from
migration processes for promotion.
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At the same time, inclusion criterions were established in the sample:
— People over eighteen.
— People living in Spain at least six months a year.

— People who have a child who is living in Spain at the moment, or who
has returned to Romania after living in Spain for at least six months.

Since the establishment of these inclusion and exclusion criterions, the access
to the sample was based on the identification of Romanian associations in Cata-
lonia and government resources in the autonomous community of Madrid: the
participation and integration centres of the Community of Madrid (CEPI). These
are the areas in which the research has been carried out, as stated in paragraph
1.5, “Territorial setting of the investigation”.

As for the questionnaire, the sample of families studied in Spain corresponds
to a total of (N =) 251 families. Of these, 126 questionnaires were completed
by families in the community of Madrid and 125 in Catalonia. Given the level
of competence of the regions in the Spanish State, we considered relevant to
differentiate the results by regions when these have been significantly different
and present them as a group when they are resembling.

In the data analysis that were considered, as a group, results of some item of
all the sons and daughters of each family unit, without differentiating which of
the children the answers were referred to. The aim was to obtain information
not generally differentiated by the role in the family and or the gender. Howe-
ver, it is worth mentioning that in the results were not found any significant
difference related to the number of minors of each family.
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The access to the families was made through Romanians associations pre-
sent in each region, getting a sample of families with similarities in their pro-
file: Romanian families residing in Spain with links to other Romanian families
through civil associations or religious institutions (which denotes an interest in
maintaining ties with families in the home environment, whether by social or
religious profiling). Intentionally discarded gypsies groups or related to social
services and child protection, since the study sought to obtain standardized
profile information of transnational families between Romania and Spain. It
was therefore considered that vulnerable groups would be covered at a later
stage and differentiated of study, in each case.

To carry out the collection of questionnaires, the research team conducted a
training to Romanian mediators who carried out the fieldwork.

The mediators participants noted that it would be interesting that some families
with children over eighteen or with children in Romania also give their opinions,
as it could provide data relevant to our subject matter. So, we decided to make
specific focus group to collect such information, which had been excluded in the
questionnaires.

In order to fulfil the criterions of data transferability to other countries, only the
questionnaires of families with children under eighteen living in Spain at the
time of completing the questionnaire were validated.

During completing questionnaires the families were invited to participate in subse-
quent focus groups. The research team established the organization criterions of the
activity and the collaborators mediators facilitated the organization of the meetings.
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A total of eighteen discussion groups were developed, of which:

6 groups with fathers and mothers of boys and girls from Romania who live in Spain.

2 groups with fathers and mothers of boys and girls who live in Romania.

2 groups with fathers and mothers mixed (with children in Spain and / or Romania).

8 groups with Romanian boys and girls residents in Spain.

As for the territorial distribution, they were placed in:

Urban environment, Madrid.

MADRID
(e]
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Medium urban environment: Garraf and Alt Penedés,
in the province of Barcelona, Catalonia.

Rural environment in Alt Emporda, Girona.
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4.3. Research instruments:
the questionnaire and discussion group

Bisquerra (2004:240) defines the questionnaire as “a data collection instru-
ment composed of a set of questions through which the subject provides
information about themselves and / or their environment.” In the case of this
European research it was designed a questionnaire model shared by the diffe-
rent research teams, which would allow to incorporate the specificities of each
country regarding the resources and the professionals / people who may come
into contact with the target population of our research.

The questionnaire was shared by ltaly and Spain. The proposal was inten-
ded to analyse the integration from the usage of educational networks, health,
social and justice in general, with no gender-specific perspective or related
filters with especially vulnerable groups.

Thus, the questionnaire and subsequent analysis seek to obtain an overall pic-
ture of the situation of children in the host society from the perspective of the ful-
filment of their rights to education, health and equal opportunities, as a priority.

The types of questions used to collect information was varied and motivated
by the desire to get as much information as possible in a single session field.
Following this premise, we used questions that can be classified as follows:

QUESTIONS TYPOLOGY

Semi-opened, closed
dichotomous, closed
polytomous or
categorized

Substantive, filter,
Direct control, consistency Set of questions
and valuation
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The questionnaire was structured into four parts, with the following catego-

ries of analysis:

Information about the family:
Address, municipal census and year

Ethnic group to which they belong

Information about the family living in Spain:
Number of members
City of residence

Adults: gender of its members, year and place of birth, year of arrival in
Spain (first time), role in the family, education, employment status and
working conditions.

Minors: gender of its members, year and place of birth, year of arrival
in Spain (first time), entry mode, returning to Romania for a long period,
the return reasons, educational qualification achieved in Spain, working
or study conditions in Spain, and continuance of education.

Family Emigration and living conditions in Spain:
Characteristics of the economic conditions of the family in Spain
Reasons why emigrated to Spain

Reasons why minors emigrated to Spain

Involvement of minors in the option to migrate

Obstacles in the integration:
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+ legal

+ access to services

« cultural
+ social

«  family

+ personal
+ other

Supports received and their evaluation

General assessment of family integration in Spain

Integration of Children:

First year of enrolment in school in Spain

Grade repetition

Interruption of their curriculum as a result of emigration

Current progress in school

Comparison with the previous school situation in their country of origin
Current problems in school

Assistance received by professionals in the school
Effectiveness of the assistance

Relationships with classmates

Nationality of friends

Valuation (of parents) of the school where their child attends

Leisure resources
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— Future wishes of the children

— Valuation of their children’s opportunities regarding Spanish minors
— Mood of the minors in Spain

— Services they used (health, education, social services, etc.)

— Evaluation of them

— Problems in the process of children’s integration

A pilot test was conducted in order to validate the proposed questionnaire and
adjust it to the population to which it was directed and data protection regula-
tions in force (Law 15/1999 on data protection).

4.3.1.1. Field study team training.
Methodological guide

The research team was supported by a team of cultural mediators in order to
carry out the survey both in Barcelona and Madrid.

Once the questionnaire translated and adjusted to an appropriate terminology
level, a methodological guide was made with the aim of giving to the survey team
a set of general guidelines which would guide the process of gathering informa-
tion and will ensure valid data collection for research.

Training sessions concerning the questionnaire and the use of the methodologi-
cal guide as a support in the data collection phase were developed.

The main points of the methodological guide and training were:
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Guidance in relation to the information gathering process

With regard to With regard to

the interviewer the interviewed

[ The interviewer has to ensure that the [0 Must be more than eighteen.
collection of information is realized under

the best conditions of validity and reliability. [ Must live in Spain (at least six month a year).

L) In the case that the person filling [ Must have a child living in Spain at the

out the questionnaire has some moment or that the child has returned to
difficulty understanding the questions, Romania after at least six months.
the interviewer has to facilitate the
comprehension of these. [ Attention: we are interested in collecting the
information about the sons and daughters,
[J Theinterviewer has toinformthe reference not other children living with them.

professional about those elements that
they consider may have influenced in the
collection of information.

[J The interviewer has to send every
completed questionnaire, with  the
registration form thereof, as soon as the
previously allotted time period has finished.
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Guidelines relating to the questionnaire

— Coding of the questionnaires. To facilitate the control of the questionnaires was
set an encoding for each of them. An alphanumeric encoding was used in which
data of the city where the survey was conducted was identified: M if the ques-
tionnaire was filled in Madrid and B if the questionnaire was filled in Barcelona.

Number of the association that gathered information: IMI1 |___|__ |
Questionnaire number: IMI110I1]

M101: that is, the questionnaire was given in Madrid, by association 1
and it is number 1.

— Instructions for the questionnaire. Field phase:

It is important to follow the instructions that accompany the questions,
for example, the only one answer questions could not have two crosses.
In the case there is no gleaned situation, it must be indicated on the
observation sheet (at the end of the questionnaire).

Indicators of exclusion

All questionnaires in which a 5% of the questions were not answered comple-
tely were considered not valid.
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Observations

The questionnaire was provided at the end of the document with blank pages
where the interviewer could collect information deemed relevant and interes-

ting for further analysis.

The focus groups is a social research technique (such as open interviews or
in-depth interviews and life stories) that works with the speech. In it, what it is
said —what someone says in certain conditions of enunciation— is assumed as
critical point in the speech, as an object of social analysis. In this line, Hernan-
dez (1997) notes that the focus group is primarily a dialectical process in which
a small group belonging to an investigated collective is preparing a speech in
a situation of interpersonal communication. A free speech through which it is
possible to reveal the concepts that the participants have on different aspects

of their everyday world.

The discussion group thus tends to recreate in partially controlled and patter-
ned situations a collective experience focused on a number of topics delibe-
rately selected under a tentative script, perfectly modifiable by the moderator
as it develops, and which are presented as basic anchorage points for the

construction of the meaning of the groups.

For Krueger (1991), the focus groups are characterized by the following aspects:
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The group

Homogeneity

Information gathering strategy

Gather a group of people, from seven to ten which may vary from four to

twelve at the most.

The participation of the respondents must be accompanied by the diver-

sity of the points of view.

Regard to the participants a basic principle of the focus groups is its
homogeneous character determined by the study purpose. Although it
is necessary to highlight the contribution that Alonso makes about this
characteristics (1996), <in the focus group the discursive differences are
sought and hence the partial heterogeneity controlled by the group mem-
bers, but these differences can not hinder the conversational exchange,
nor the principle of the cooperation that must function as a regulator of
the communicative acts and the agreed attributions that the group itself

gives to the social categories through which this travels>.

The purpose of this technique is to determine the perceptions, feelings and

ways of thinking of the groups.
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Guided discussion

The topics to be debated are defined and arranged previously and the ques-
tions are framed in an understandable and logical context for the participants.

Multitude of uses

The discussion groups can be used: before starting an intervention program
(to collect information to develop questionnaires, for the study of needs or to
prevent the viability of new intervention programs) during the development of
a program of intervention (to assess the effectiveness of a running program)
and after the implementation of a program (to evaluate a product or service).

While we have mentioned that the focus group is a guided discussion, a guidance
script was established with the ultimate goal of facilitating the conversation.

The script is structured into the following topics:

FAMILIES

Item 1. Seasonality of the migration process

Method: individual response and general contributions; maximum: 5 minutes.
Hypothesis of departure: “The Romanian families do a migration process

for economic reasons and after some time they return to Romania” (outline to
approve or disprove).
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Guiding questions:
1.1. Is it true?

1.2. It is true at the beginning of the migration project, but they end up settling
in Spain.

1.3. Many of them migrate as a life project with the intention of settling perma-

nently in Spain.

Item 2. Preparation of the migration with the sons and daughters

Method: overall outline, open debate for 5 minutes, if necessary, extend for 3
minutes more.

Hypothesis: “The Romanian families inform their daughters and sons, but do not
involve them in the preparation of the migration process” (not outlined).

Guiding questions:
We wish we could spend some time talking about:
2.1. How and when do you tell the children about the decision to migrate?
2.2. How do you let them participate in the decision?
2.2.1. Do you take into account their opinions in the decision-making?
2.2.2. Would you let them stay if they want to?

2.2.3. Do you force them to move with you?
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2.2.4. Do you force them to leave to Romania if you deem it?

2.3. Do you consider material aspects?

2.3.1. Conditions of the host home. Preparation of luggage, school and

group of friends.

2.4. Emotional motivations.

2.4.1. Need for maternal or paternal support.

2.4.2. Relations with strong references (godparents, grandparents ...).

2.5. How are schooling and language prepared?

Item 3. The stay in Spain

Method: individual response and general contributions; maximum: 5 minutes.

Hypothesis: “The Romanian families do not have major problems in integrating

Spain” (outline to approve or disprove).

Guiding questions:

We wish we could spend some time talking about:
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3.1. Memories: moments and images of your first months in Spain (Single round

not compulsory).

3.2. Does the most difficult handicap to solve is the dual linguistic immersion:

Catalan and Spanish?

3.2.1. How do schools make the language immersion easier?

3.2.2. Are the families informed on how to help their sons and daughters?

(open debate: 3 minutes)

3.3. With the integration into the European Union, are there opportunities for

3.4.

3.5.

normal access to work?

3.8.1. Are the original qualifications and experience recognized?

3.3.2. What difficulties do you have in labour integration?

(open debate: 3 minutes)

Do you receive information about the health system and can you easily
access to medical services? Do you find language difficulties or other type

of difficulties? (open debate: 3 minutes)

Do you receive support from neighbours, or from parents of your
children’s classmates in school or from other professionals? Or from
other Romanian families, through prior or spontaneous agreements?

(open debate: 3 minutes)
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Do you turn to social services? What for? What do you provide or facili-

tate? (individual voluntary round)

Item 4. The return of the children to Romania

Hypothesis: “The sons and daughters have adaptation problems to Spain and

families decide to repatriate them to Romania”.

Reasons:

41.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4.

With the aim of returning and given the requirement of the Romanian
school system, Romanian people do not want to lose too many courses
and they sent the children back to Romania to recover the subjects of
history, language and literature. Could this need be solved with comple-

mentary training system recognized by the Romanian government?

The Spanish education and relational system do not match to the one of
the Romanian families and there are containment difficulties of the teena-

gers, so it is decided to be repatriated.

The roots of the boys made in Spain is very strong (customs, friends...)
and it threatens the family project of returning to Romania, which accele-

rates and advance the children’s return.

The difficulties with the reconciliation of work of the Romanian families
when arriving in Spain makes it difficult to assume family responsibilities
and the children are returned to Romania to improve their attention at the

charge of grandparents or uncles.
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Contributions

After this process, what recommendations would you give to your compatriots

(maximum 5 minutes) and the countries of destination (maximum 5 minutes).

SONS AND DAUGHTERS

Item 1. Expected sojourn time in Spain

Method: Single round with final comments (maximum: 5 minutes).

Hypothesis: “The Romanian families do an economic migration process and
return to Romania” (list to approve or disprove).

Guiding questions:

1.1. Is your family going back to Romania or they have come to remain in Spain?

1.2. What about your friends’ families?

1.3. You come with the idea of going back but in truth you will remain: why?

Item 2. How did you prepared to come

Method: open debate, maximum: 5 minutes.

Hypothesis: “The Romanian families inform their daughters and sons, but they

do not involve them in the preparation of the migration process” (not outlined).
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Guiding questions:
2.1. How and when did you know that your family was coming to Spain?

2.2. What you did ask them to take into account? Were you listened? Did they
respect your will?

2.3. Were you able to talk about it and weigh pros and cons?

2.4. How did you prepare schooling and language training?

Item 3. The stay in Spain
Method: open debate, maximum: 5 minutes.

Hypothesis: “Romanian families do not have major integration problems in
Spain” (outline to approve or disprove).

Guiding questions:

3.1. Memories: moments and images of your first months in Spain (volunteer
round with the right of reply).

3.2. What did you miss when getting to Spain? What do you have in Spain that
you didn’t have in Romania? (3 minutes of open discussion)

3.3. The hardest thing to come was having to learn Catalan and Spanish. How
did you do it? Who helped you? (3 minutes of open discussion)

3.4. Atschool, have you received any help from teachers and classmates? And
from other Romanian children? What about outside the school? (3 minutes
of open discussion)
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3.5. Do you participate in any esplai or sports activities? Do you have any friends
to play or walk outside the school? Are you going to their homes? Do they
come to yours? Are they Romanians? (3 minutes of open discussion)

Item 4. Return to Romania

Method: open debate; maximum: 5 minutes.

Hypothesis: “The sons and daughters have problems adjusting to Spain and the
families decided to repatriate them to Romania”.

Guiding questions:
4.1. When and with whom will you go back to Romania?

4.2. Do you have any friends who went back to Romania without their parents?
Why do you think they have returned?

4.3. Would you like to return to Romania? Why?

CONTRIBUTIONS

Guiding questions:

What would you recommend or tell a friend from Romania whose family is
going to come to Spain?

What would the schools, the neighbours, the monitors have to do so that the
arrival of the children from Romania would be easier for them?
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Results
of the investigation

5.1. Quantitative analysis.
Results of the questionnaire

The total number of families who have filled in the questionnaires is 251, and
only one is Romani. The questionnaires were answered mostly by fathers
(62.2%). This fact denotes a traditional patriarchal profile. The average age of

the adult who answered the questionnaire is 37.6 years.

As can be seen in Figure 6, the average years of residence in Spain of the
family components is distributed as follows: fathers, 7.6 years (3.2 standard
deviation); mothers, 6.6 years (2.9 standard deviation); children under 1 year,
5.9 years (2.9 standard deviation); children younger than 2 years, 5.6 years
(2.7 standard deviation), and children under 3 years 4.8 years (standard devia-
tion 3.8). No significant differences were observed according to the regions

they live.

These data seem to indicate that the studied sample makes a migration project
through the migration of the father, who has an average number of years living
in Spain major than the rest of components, then the mother migrates and
finally the sons and daughters, or the father migrates and then the mother with

the children.
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FIGURE 6. Mean years of stay in Spain for each component of the family
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Regarding the total number of people living in the same house, we found an
average of 3.8 people, with a standard deviation of 1.3. Thus, there are more
families with three and four members. We can say that the families studied

have one and two children, who mostly live in Spain and are under eighteen.

Only five people said that their children live in Romania. But this cannot be
considered representative, since the questionnaire was addressed exclusively
to families with children living in Spain. As noted earlier, this deviation has tried

to be corrected with specific focus groups for families with children in Romania.

Regarding the educational level, we can see that a 56.2% have higher education
(university graduates with a medium or superior degree) and 32.7% have secon-

dary school education.
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Table 11 presents the results according to educational level and gender of
those people of whom there was complete information (gender and educatio-
nal level). We can see that if we consider the sex of the interviewed we do not
find significant differences. It is slightly higher than the percentage of women
with higher education (superior and licensed graduates). Regarding the level of
studies, appears to be a high correspondence between both partners of each
household.

TABLE 11
Educational level by gender.

No studies 2 0,9 3 1,3 5 1,1

Primary School 19 8,3 20 8,7 39 8,5
Secundary School 75 32,8 66 28,8 141 30,8
Higher Education Diploma 120 52,4 128 55,9 248 541
Degree 13 5,7 12 5,2 25 55
TOTAL 229 229 458

In this case, taking into account the origin of the surveys (Madrid and Cata-
lonia), we observed some significant differences. University graduates with
medium or higher level in Madrid represent an 84.1% of the participants, while
in Catalonia they are a 28%.
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The following Table 12 shows the responses on the employment status of the
interviewed. In this regard, we also note some significant differences by gen-
der. Women, even having a similar training level or even slightly higher than
men, seem to have a lower proportion of full-time stable employment and hig-
her percentages of part-time work, casual work and unemployment.

TABLE 12
Employment status by sex.

Not working 12 7.9 12 12,8 24 9,8
Casual work 34 22,5 31 33,0 65 26,5
Part-time 15 9,9 20 21,3 35 14,3
Full time 84 55,6 31 33,0 115 46,9
Others 6 4,0 0 0 6 2,4
TOTAL 151 94 245

As for the spouse, it is found that a 31.1% have a steady full time job, 17.1%
have a steady part-time job, 18.3% have casual work, 14.7% are not working
and the rest did not answer about their employment status.

The employment sector does not usually correspond with the training level and
the most frequent occupations are construction and mechanical services for
men, and domestic and hospitality sector for women.
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With regard to the children, we have a total of 305 children, of which 48.9%
are boys and 51.1% girls. The average age is 11.3 years old and the standard
deviation 3.8. The average stay of children in Spain is 5.8 years, with a stan-
dard deviation of 2.9.

They have come to Spain mainly due to family reunification (61.5%), accompanied
by one or both parents a 30.4%, with other relatives 1.7% and 6.4% in other ways.

91.1% of the children have never gone to Romania. 8.5% have only been there
ones or twice and, according to the collected observations, the reason for the
trip was mostly the holiday.

Table 13 shows the level of education of the sons and daughters when they
arrived in Spain. As can be seen, most are in preschool, primary and secon-
dary ages. No significant differences between boys and girls.

TABLE 13
Studies achieved when arriving in Spain by gender.

None 56 38,6 53 34,4 109 36,5
Primary 45 31,0 61 39,6 106 35,5
Secundary 42 29,0 36 23,4 78 26,1
High School 2 1,4 4 2,6 6 2,0
TOTAL 145 154 299
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As for the housing system as an economic and stability indicator, 90.5% are
living on rent, 9.2% on the ownership and 0.4% in another situation. These data
differ greatly from those of the Spanish population, which, according to the
National Institute of Statistics, 2011, only 16.1% of the population live on rent.

Regarding the economic difficulties, as shown in Figure 7, 7.6% claim to have
no financial difficulties, while 92% get to the end of the month with some or
many economic difficulties. This fact contrasts with the high level of training
they have previously declared.

FIGURE 7. Economic difficulties
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62.9% had a monthly income between 1,000 and 2,000 euros, 20.3% earn less
than 1,000 euros per month and 13.5%, more than 2,000 euros per month.

As for the reasons of the migration process, valued few or nothing as con-
sidered or fairly or very important to the family, as we can see in Figure 8,
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78% of families emigrated for economic reasons, 1.3 % did so for political rea-
sons, 8.5% for personal reasons and 7.8% by chance (with no specific reason,
without a plan, following friends...).

FIGURE 8. Reasons for migration process.
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Regarding the most influential reasons in making decision to make the chil-
dren emigrate, valued as few or no important as considered or fairly or very
important to the family, we can see in Figure 9 that mostly the following facts
are considered as more important: the best living conditions (78.7%), the best
opportunities for study (67.4%) and affective reasons (65%), and there are few
families who consider more important the motivations related to support needs,
legal, working, practical reasons.

FIGURE 9. Reasons for migration of the sons and daughters.
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The option to migrate is not shared with the children at all, or it is just in 66.6%
of cases.

According to the responses obtained, it can be seen in Figure 10 that the most
of them find no obstacles or just few in the following areas: cultural (80.5%),
social (89.6%), access to Community network services (86.1%), personal
(78.8%) and relatives (87.7%). The most common obstacles identified are the
legal ones. So, we can say that the perception of the Romanian families is that
their integration is positive and does not present any specific obstacles.

FIGURE 10. Perceived obstacles to integration in Spain
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Figure 11 shows the integration aids received in Spain. The most significant aid in
the migration process comes from Romanian people or relatives who are already
in Spain. Not perceived as a common support the aids coming from immigrant
associations, from Spanish people, voluntary associations, or other profiles.
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From the data obtained we find that it is the closeness social support which
facilitates the integration of the Romanian family units. These data do not differ
much from those found with other immigrant groups such as Moroccans.

FIGURE 11. Integration aid received in Spain.
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They were also asked about the extent they consider that their families was
integrated into the Spanish society, to which they should respond by scoring on
a scale from 1 to 10. And it was obtained an average score of 6.99 (standard
deviation 1.8), so we can consider that there is an average score for the inte-
gration of the family in the Spanish society.

Thus it seems that even though the families are not pointing any specific diffi-
culties with integrating in Spain (Figure 5), they are also not considered signi-
ficantly integrated.
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5.1.6. The integration of minor children

Regarding the integration of children in Spain, we observed that 96.3% of the
children of the people interviewed are enrolled in school and 90.1% have never
repeated any academic year. This indicator does not show directly the Roma-
nian school success, since the non-repetition in Spain does not involve the
contents overcoming per level.

Table 14 gives us some information about the immigration process and the
integration of the children.

TABLE 14
Process of immigration and integration of children.

Has he/she repeated a grade?, Yes 27 (8,8)
n (%)
No 265 (90,1)
Has he/she interrupted his/her Yes 20 (6,9)
studies for immigration? n (%) No 291 (93,6)
Very well 128 (43,5)
well 131 (44,6)
. .. .
E(z\or/\:)are things going in school?, Fine 31 (105)
Bad 2(0,7)
Very bad 2(0,7)
Better 108 (39,6)
How is school compared Worst 13 (4,8)
AR Wi More or less the same (successfully) 124 (45,4)
More or less the same (not successfully) 28 (10,3)
Do you have trouble in school?,  JRead 32 (10,8)
n (%)
No 263 (89,2)
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As we can see, the majority (90.1%) of the children did not interrupted their
studies because of the immigration process. The families consider that their
sons and daughters evolve, mostly (88.1%), well or very well in school. It was
built the variable “Do you have trouble in school?” to ask about possible rela-
tional problems with peers or teachers, comprehension problems or trouble
understanding the content formulation. 10.8% say they have had problems in
some of these aspects, and the remaining 89.2% had no problems. No statis-
tical data are available in any state institution to establish the school success
of this group.

As to data showing the level of integration, as we can see in Table 15, we can
say that most families feel that the school and childhood services they have used
helped them in their integration, and most of the kids have friends outside the
school both Spanish and foreign nationality indistinctly. Most families consider
themselves very or sufficiently happy with their children’s school. The assistant
teachers and the teachers of the foreigner classrooms have been considered a
great boon by the families. No statistically significant differences regarding these
opinions among respondents in the Community of Madrid and Catalonia.

Thus, these data allow us to state that the parents perceive a good integration
of their children in Spain and have a good opinion on the functioning of the
schools in Spain.

TABLE 15
Integration of minors.

Has any person of the school Yes 256 (90,1)
centre received any help?, n (%) ¥ 28(9,9)

Yes 245 (82,5)

Do you visit any schoolmates
outside the school?, n (%) No 52 (17,5)
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Overall Romanian 59 (20,8)
Mostly Spanish 11(3,9)
}Mth EHTED your chlldren : In prevalence of other foreign
riends, what nationality are they?, nationalities 7(2,5)
n (%)
Equally Spanish and foreigners 198 (69,7)
Do not have friends 9(3,2
Alot 181 (44,0)
Are you pleased with the school Enough 105 (36,1)
attended by their child?, n (%) Indifferent 4(1,3)
Little 1(0,3)

In Table 16 we can find information about various activities in free time done by
the children. As the table shows, the most frequent activities are those consi-
dered extracurricular, the church and sport performances. We found significant
differences between boys and girls in the practice of extracurricular activities,
in which the boys are who most frequently perform activities than the girls
(60.3% boys vs. 47.9% girls). Among Spanish children we can also find the
same pattern regarding extracurricular activities.

TABLE 16
Free time activities by gender.

Extracurricular 85 60,3 70 479
Youth centres 9 6,4 11 7,5
Church 4 291 43 29,5
Sports 48 34,0 40 27,4
Associations of Romanian people 3 2,1 9 6,2
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With regard to the use of public health services, an 84.5% say they attend the
paediatrician regularly.

Table 17 refers to the potential problems that children may find in integration.
From the different situations exposed, it is remarked that most of the families
say they have not found any specific problem, whether in school, either out-
side, in health, law, or drugs.

TABLE 17
Difficulties in the integration process.

Language difficulties 168 (58,1)
Psychological problems (due to the impact of the
. 25(8,7)
new Spanish context)
Does your child have found Psvehological prabl bout fammily relationsti 118
some of these problems in the sychological problems (about family relationships) (3,8)
(L] en R e ETIEA Difficulties in accessing health services
. et 2(07)
n (%) and social services
Difficulty entering school 22 (7,6)
Others 2(0,7)
Dropout 6(2,0)
Conflict with family 16 (5,3)
Conflicts with teachers 6 (2,0)
In"Spain; does your child has EEEinl R0 EE 24 (8,0)
shown any of the following
statements?, n (%) Problems with drugs 1(0,3)
Problems with the law 0
Other problems 2(0,7)
He has not had problems 253 (84,1)
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The language is pointed as the most prevalent difficulty for the children (58.1%).
In this case we found significant differences between the Community of Madrid
and Catalonia. While in the first one the percentage of families who claim to
have problems with the language is 37.6%, in Catalonia the percentage rises up
to 82.4%. This difference could be due to the presence of Catalan, Catalonia’s
own official language.

In this sense, Catalonia education system reinforces the reception classes for
immigrants. They offer free Catalan lessons to children and adult people. These
classrooms, specifically many children attend so that they can join mainstream
classes with children of their own age, with assurance that they can unders-
tand the explanations properly.

There is a low percentage of families (8.7%) who claim that their sons and
daughters psychological problems because of the impact of the new context.

In terms of the desires of parents for the future of their children, as shown in
Figure 12, parents consider that mostly their children want to live in Spain or do
not yet know what they are going to want to do in the future.

FIGURE 12. Decisions of the children regarding where they wish to live
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Table 18 shows the results to questions about opportunities for their children
compared with the rest of Spanish youth and whether the child is happy to
live in Spain. As can be seen, most parents think their children have the same
opportunities as other young Spanish and are content to live in Spain.

Among the most common reasons for the view that children do not have the
same opportunities as the Spanish, is the fact of being an immigrant, as a nega-
tive factor in finding skilled labor, and the current financial crisis in the country.

The reasons for the opinion that they have the same opportunities as the Spa-
nish, is based on the view that their children will spend many years living here
and become highly integrated and have started to make friends and plant roots
in Spain.

TABLE 18
Opportunities for children.

Yes 156 (65,8)
According to you, do your children have
the same opportunities as boys / young No 31 (13,1)
Spanish?, n (%)
| don’t know 50 (21,1)
A lot 181 (60,9)
Enough 98 (33,0)
Is your child happy to live in Spain?, n (%)
Little 14 (4,7)
No 4(1,3)

Even finding positive information about being happy to live in Spain, in Figure
13, we can observe that initially most children did not share the view of emigra-
ting with his parents.
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FIGURA 13. How many children took part in the decision to migrate (%)
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5.2. Qualitative analysis.
Results of the focus groups

The information gathered provides a global analysis from the information provi-
ded by parents and children, an analysis of the disaggregated information (first
the parents and after the children) and, finally, a summary of the contributions
and proposals gathered.

As for the profile of the sample, we must say that in all cases the families have
a working class profile, without significant difficulties of exclusion and with a pri-
mary or medium study level of studies, and exceptionally with advanced degrees.

The reasons for emigration are mainly economic, although we can find issues
of family relationships and dissatisfaction with the administrative political sys-
tem, in some cases. They explain the seeking for welfare and quality of life.
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The preferential migration model observed is the initial migration of the man,
coming to the host country in order to find work and a home and then he starts
the process of family reunification. A highlight is the important value that they
give to the welfare and care of children. At the same time, they maintain a close
relationship with the family of origin.

It is noted that they do not usually attend institutional support, since, according
to them, it is not part of their culture. They believe in the support of neigh-
bors and community and find it easy to establish supportive relationships in
the neighborhood and at school. They also relate to other Romanian families,
either through religious worship spaces, spaces of specific meeting or affinities
and/or support from the origin.

The attention to their children is a relevant concern in the family organization
and conditions the migration process on the basis of the following indicators:

They decide to stay permanently in Spain, if the work permits it.

They avoid the roots and opt for the return of the children at the beginning of puberty
adolescence, in order to preserve the idea of returning.

They keep the idea of returning and considering the roots of their children they accept
that they want to stay in Spain, like they did and return without them.

As for the emigration of the sons / daughters, the families state that they have
explained the situation to their children and in some cases they have taken
their views into account, while this has not conditioned their initial decision
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to start a migration process to Spain. Children accept the emigration of their
parents in a natural way, as it is something common in Romania and they also
understand the need for money of the family. Most of them do not want or do
not consider returning to Romania. As they grow, in some cases they do not
even want to go on holiday. Exceptionally, some of them consider the retur-
ning, either influenced by their families or by a personal project of emigration.
This last reason appears when the child has come to our country to a certain
age and he/she has maintained strong ties with relatives in Romania and their
social network is essentially in their country.

The physical and emotional wellbeing of the children it is also relevant in the
decision to migrate to our country. In the case that they do not establish a good
adaptation it is preferred the separation. Most of them prefer that their sons
/ daughters would live with them, although they understand the families who
decide that their sons / daughters would not come or would have to return to
Romania. The reasons of separation are mainly economic (there is the thought
that making emigrate to the children is more expensive and so it would stretch on
the migration process), other reasons are organizational and also support and
adaptation. With regard to this decision, there is not just a single criterion, but is
highly fragmented. The families who are separated from their children maintain a
very fluid contact with them and continue to assume many responsibilities from a
distance. The holidays are a yearly meeting point in Romania or Spain according
to age, the family composition at origin, housing conditions, etc., but the families
would like to increase these trips, especially on special dates: Christmas, birth-
day... From the distance they still perform many parental responsibilities.

It is observed that the children have a significant attachment to the host cou-
ntry. For them, the migration process of their parents has different shades
of temporality. For many the idea of returning is very vague, but they accept
that their parents go. The older, more resistance to visit their country. Despite
this, they have an important sense of identity and belonging to Romania. It
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should be noted that we are talking about a first generation of immigrants with
children born in Romania in most of cases.

As for the social model, the children speak more openly about the corruption
in their country of origin and the lack of development, services, consumption of
material or cultural goods... The parents express this with less emphasis and
they contrast these with valuable elements, such as the respect for elders, the
community feeling of mutual help, issues that are accepted by the minors when
questioned but rarely incorporate to their priorities. They feel that in Spain
they have more opportunities of development, training, professional, sportive,
cultural, and so on.

The Spanish economic crisis is a major concern, and in this sense, they
recommend to their compatriots not to come. Some of them precipitate the
idea of returning, others survive and others start working on a new process
of migration towards other growing countries, again at the hands of the
father, initially and temporarily, to see how it works.

There are not many significant differences between the contributions of the
groups from Catalonia and Madrid. Some nuances in their view focus on the
quality of life in the host place, according to the place of residence, the com-
munity support and acceptance from more rural and more urban environments,
but they are not very significant nuances.

Thereupon the issues analyzed are presented more detailed, first expressing
the feelings of the families and then giving voice to the children.
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Migration process temporality

Most of the parents think that the migration project is initially temporary. Only in rare
cases there is the intention of a change of life, motivated by family problems (diffi-
culties with parents, divorce...) or by seeking for a quality of life difficult to achieve in
Romania because of the lack of development and the still existing corruption.

The migration process is done mainly for economic reasons, although the issue
of returning is conditioned by the economy and shared ties. They state that the
migration process and its temporality are very defined by personal characte-
ristics, values and individual beliefs, there is not a unique model of reference.
Commonly nobody criticize other’s decisions and the criterion differences are
attributed to the context and situation differences, to the different mentality of
each person and each family.

There is a determinant that appears in almost all the answers, especially women’s,
and that is to condition the decision to what they consider is best for their chil-
dren, “depends on what my son wants to do,” “depends on what is best for them.”

The strong family ties are crucial in the definition of temporary migration, “some
people did not have anything here and back there they had the whole family and
they want to go back , “in my case, we will return, because we have our family
there and we like to be there with the family.”

However, the idea of returning to Romania also arises linked to the emancipation
of the sons/daughters. They understand that once their children are indepen-
dent, they can decide or not their return individually or in pairs. Although in
some cases there is a strong root of the children in Spain, they express that this
fact may condition their return to avoid separation and maintain support for the
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children and grandchildren. Simultaneously, there is a concern for the elderly.
The general view is that the older people do not adapt well and they should stay
at home, that migration is too much effort for them, and this fact accuses the
separation from their families. They delegate the emotional care and support to
young relatives and they feel confident when they can contribute financially.

The idea of improving their life, “to live better” is present, although in many
cases it refers to a temporary improvement linked to a specific time. After this
time, they return or would return to Romania, but in other cases the improvement
means the final settlement. They appreciate the benefits of the infrastructure in
Spain, like educational, health, cultural services: “with money here you can have
everything you need, but there neither with money you find the same as here.”

Two feelings are expressed oppositely: some say that in Romania they had more
free time and leisure time and they could accompany more to their children, on the
other hand, others say that despite having less time here, the leisure and cultural
resources allow to enjoy more the free time and to live better experiences in family.

In both cases the improvement of their lives is because their sons / daughters are
well, here: “Here they have more things and more opportunities than in Roma-
nia”, “the families should be together and children adapt quickly to changes”,
“they cry the first month because they do not understand, but very soon they
are fine and we are together”; “or in Romania: “there they have everything, their
grandparents, their friends, their things, when they are here they even miss the
cat or the dog”, “there are more confident there, learning the language and the
change of life is very difficult and they would suffer’, ‘here they were not good
and there feel more confident, more accepted, less different, and better.”

Another important constraint in time and in the migration process is the school
process. The changes of the education system are very important. The Spanish
school system is more flexible and adapted to foreigners. Instead, the Romanian
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system is not flexible and penalizes the changes of content (differences of cul-
tural contents: history, geography...) Thus, the studies of the children determine
the time spent in Spain: “with the little children at school here is better to finish
here’, ‘is a matter that children completing the school and, like it or not, you have
to stay”, “they are finishing their studies, when they finish, they decide if they
want to come and we will bring them.”

Many families expressed in the focus group that if their sons / daughters were
not so rooted or they would thought that the adaptation to school in Romania was
easier, now, with the economic crisis and the lack of work in Spain, they would
return to Romania. But they do not dare to make the decision because of the
possible consequences it may have for the children.

Preparation of migration with the children

There are two relevant factors in the participation of children in the migration
process and their preparation:

Number of participants
in the migration

Less participants in the
+Age progressive migration

+Participation More participants
in the unitary migration

The families expressed that the age and maturity of the children condition the
possibility to understand the project and, therefore, the participation in it. Thus,
the older, more involvement from the beginning.
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On the other hand, the migration process conditions the participation of the chil-
dren, since they are informed, listened and involved in the process are, accor-
ding to their involvement. We can observe different main options:

Fragmented: if man is the first to migrate, and then come the mother and children, taking
into account their opinion but it is less binding. If there is no strong opposition, the children
migrate with resistance and if they have to return, later they do.

Phased: if the father migrates first, then later the mother and children, usually children’s
opinion is binding even if they are very young.

Usually, if they are single parent families, the relationship with the other parent,
the relationship with the family and the social supports are relevant.

Migration processes are started mainly when the children are very small and
explains little that goes “let’s take a trip” “we go on long holidays” “Dad goes
to work to have more things, he will send gifts”. If they are older they will be
explained, but families think that they don’t understand what it means and
accept what parents say as giving them more confidence. All emphasize the
temporary nature of the decisions as a strategy for understanding.

Those with older children are aware of the importance of the decision and say:
“You have to prepare your children well. Not coming to a site and do not know
where they are”, “You can tell all the things to children of all ages, they can
understand. You have to explain”.

There is not preparation at origin for learning the language, school content
adaptation... Families appreciate the flexibility of the school system in Spain
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and the facilities to support the newcomers “It seemed strange to me that
without mastering the language, they could pass language lessons”.

Thus, participation is interpreted as communication, listening and support in the
process: overcome fears, create realistic expectations, help to solve problems,
seek emotional support. If there is no consent of the children to the decision
made and the refusal is justified, generally listen, mediate and find a solution not
forced, but by mutual agreement, which can be solved with a trial period.

The stay in Spain

Most people agree that the start is hard “we used to live two, three or four fami-
lies in one flat”, “until you have work you do not have a proper way to live”. They
agree in the legal difficulties, overall until 2007, when it was liberalized the move-
ment through Europe. Until then, the lack of legal papers and permissions use
to hinder the migration processes, visits... Now the problem is only economic
and they can travel to Romania to support their relatives or bring the children
often without any problem: “The early days were quite difficult, because at first
the papers, residence and work permissions would not easily come out and we
could not go back there to see the family that we had left behind, but now it is

much better”.

One of the biggest challenges is the emotional separation of the couple and the
children and also parents and siblings. The process is long and when the reu-
nification of spouses and children has been achieved, the pain of separation
from parents persists. Especially if they are older, not being able to support
them in illness or death has been very difficult.

Another difference observed is the rural or urban origin and destination. Those
who came from rural and have moved to cities have had to change lifestyle,
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sometimes with nostalgia and lack of common references: “I missed when |
took my son to school.” In cities the reception is easier, more individualized life
makes integration easier. In rural areas, social networks are more closed and
it takes longer to be part of community life, however, once you get into it, the
level of integration is higher.

As for the welcoming, they point out that the compatriots are relevant in the
early stages, welcome you in their home, help you find work, even if there is not
a prior relationship, just for mutual aid. As the time goes by they extend their
circle of relationships through the neighborhood, work... Children are a deter-
mining factor in establishing social relationships with locals. Their sons and
daughters are not related in a ghettoized, but fraternize with other children in
their affinities and with them their families too. From the Spanish environment
they have received a lot of support and little demand, “You can do domestic
work with little talking, they strive to understand you with signs...” Since they
come from a very welcoming culture in which the acceptance towards others
plays a very important role in the social life, their homes often become a habi-
tual meeting place, phenomenon that is accepted naturally by the local kids
and their families without any reservations.

However in environments with more racism towards foreigners the reception is
more difficult, not especially because of the Romanian origin, but often driven
by cultural beliefs.

Learning the language has not been a relevant handicap, they say that at first,
they did not understand anything, but with the television and children’s school
learning, they learn by listening. Few of them have done formal language clas-
ses. In Catalonia they have struggled to learn Spanish first and then gradually
Catalan. As the everyday language is determinant in the province of Girona
learning Catalan is more widespread. On the other hand, feel they have had
many more difficulties than other groups such as South American, just for the
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language. They note that the natives of Catalonia, especially in cities, usua-
lly use Spanish when speaking to foreigners, showing surprise at the lack of
defense in Catalan. The language is a difficulty element in the schooling pro-
cesses, as we are going to point out later, but not in everyday communication.

They show much fascination for the infrastructures, shopping centers, leisure
and cultural offerings, very differentiated with regard to the origin country. On
the oher hand, they criticize the lack of values in society: the lack of respect
and assistance to elders, “I do not understand how a grandmother can wait in
the same queue as young people to be assisted by a doctor”. Also, the lack of
limits and respect for teachers and to parents.

They show some ambivalence in the assessment of the school system. Many
believe that the Romanian school system is very good; there is a good level
of demand even a good assessment of their universities. Others, however,
believe that the school system here is better because it has much more diver-
sity of content and provides much more general knowledge and tools for life.
They all agreed that the Romanian school system is much more disciplinary
than the Spanish. They resent the lack of respect towards teachers, although
they like that one should not be afraid of the teacher.

They all express the benefits of hosting foreigners of the schools and the fle-
xibility in the classroom: curricular adaptations, etc... They also appreciate the
support to families. There are rare cases when showing difficulties related to
schools. In contrast they criticize severely the lack of adaptation of schools in
Romania when the children return. They comment that they enroll the children,
one, two or even three years below their level and they have to put them assis-
tant teachers for language, literature, history, geography for months or even
years. This lack of flexibility of the Romanian system conditions the timing of
migration processes of the families.
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Families enhance the objectivity of the assessment school in Spain; by con-
trast they reveal the validity, in Romania, of gifts for the teacher and other
habits of favor that they reject.

Regarding health care they feel very happy, they consider it of great quality
and is not comparable to the Romanian health system. Furthermore they are
perplexed with the free-cost status, because in Romania even using the public
network you will end up paying bonuses and gifts of high amount. They use the
health network in a normalized way with preventative medicine for their chil-
dren. They go to the doctor just when they need it and disapprove how Spanish
citizens overuse the system. “You are queuing up for a real emergency and
you have people before you that have nothing wrong” “people go to the doctor
for anything; there are many things you can heal at home.” They express great
concern for the implementation of the new decree law to Health care because
the right to health would depend on if you were registered on particular dates
indicated by BOE, not the general number of the annual contributions. Their
work may be unstable, with contracting by days, or under-regulated domestic
work and with the new health regulations will be unprotected.

The system of social protection and social services network is underutilized by
the Romanian group. They state that they have no tradition of asking for help
to the state. The Romanians are hardworking and know they have to move
forward with their effort, they have no culture of aid. Only exceptionally they
have directed to the network to request canteen grants or aids for single parents
on the recommendation of the school. The current economic crisis threatens
this independence, since the difficulties in finding work are very strong and
some of them had to go for the first time to ask for help, and this fact causes
them great annoyance.

Families express with disdain the comparison with the organized crime attribu-
ted to some citizens. They explain that this has helped to give a wrong image
of their country and that sometimes hinders their integration.
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The return of the children to Romania

The collaboration with the families with children residents in Romania has been
very low, so the contributions presented are trends and it cannot be said they
are representative results. This study has not gone into detail about the quantifi-
cation of this phenomenon in Spain. The results of the research in Romania has
corroborated that there is a significant number of children living in the care other
relatives, either without having migrated with their parents at any time, either
because they returned to Romania without the parents. The data collected by the
team of Romania was not able to confirm the percentage distribution by nationa-
lity, although it was able to verify the existence of children with parents in Spain.
A priori it seems that this is not the most common: “If some do not bring them |
also know some cases in which the children returned because they did not feel
good there. “Despite this, there is a real need to go further into this phenomenon
because of its high impact on the quality of life of the children in Romania.

The families who are in this situation may have two profiles:

a) Children that have never come: children whose parents have made the
migration process without having included the children in it and that these
are living in Romania with uncles or grandparents. Some expect to regroup at
the origin and others yearn to regroup on arrival, but without an established
and clear term. In these cases we can highlight as motivations the following:

They did not know for how long they were coming and before the uncertainty they did
not raise any change.

They think that the effort of having to start new school, a new language, new
friends, is very hard and they preferred to wait until the schooling ends (it is the
case of the families in which the children are already in the primary school at the
moment of starting the migratory process).
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The fears of the children of new things, the difficulties, the challenges, the children’s
wish of remaining (overall from 8-9 years old).

If they remain the parents can come back. If they take the children with them, the
returning to Romania is much more difficult and improbable, because of the roots
made in Spain.

b) Boys and girls who came to Spain with the mother or both parents but retur-
ned to Romania without them. We find different motivations for the return:

Children who had lived in Romania for some time without their parents and that
the grouping did not provide sufficient improvement to make up for the economic
effort (the costs of childcare in Spain is higher and the potential family time is
also reduced).

Cases in which the decision of returning comes motivated by the children’s
lack of adaptation to the new educational and social system. In these cases the
return is attributed to their adaptive capacity, as well as justifications of familiar
organization. The technical, instrumental, emotional, and assertive communication
skills, sociability, etc... of parents and children, along with the economic situation,
are crucial in this decision.

The desire of returning to Romania cause the anticipated return of the daughters
and sons, coinciding with changes in the school stage, especially at the entry to the
elementary stage.

Each one of these profiles has implications and options. The separation of the
sons / daughters is a painful fact for most families, and the feeling of failure
and loss associated to this separation complicate the open expression of the
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feelings and situations, so we could not make large groups of parents in this
situation. However, different working hypotheses and views collected from par-
ticipating families are exposed.

According to what the families say, the majority of returns occur during the
first year, mainly due to the lack of adaptation or low effort compensation.
The cases related to the desire of returning often coincide with changes in the
school stage of children.

The school accompaniment is very relevant in the acceptance process, as it tends
to problematize the child “he/she has a bad temper,” “he/she is introverted” .Thus,
the chances of success reduce. Fortunately, the majority of school practices tend
to relativize the difficulties with the process. The more diverse the school and
social context in which the newcomers are located, the easier the integration. The
cases of schooling in environments with low amount of foreigners have more risk
of exclusion. School and its inclusive practices are a key element in the integration
of the children. No failures related to motivations of exclusion for cultural back-
ground were observed; they were only observed in a few isolated cases and linked
to environments with very low presence of immigrants.

The return to Romania is generally agreed with those involved, but it involves a
sense of failure and sadness caused by the separation, so it is hard to talk about it.

The families, in general, despite the distance have strong emotional ties and
they assume, as far as possible, their parental responsibilities. There are diffe-
rent models of parental care:

« Children living with grandparents or uncles but all decisions are taken
by the family through telephone, computer... For example, permission to
play football, to go for a walk, to party, to go to a classmate’s house to
study, to visit a relative...
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+  Children who live with their uncles or grandparents and the parents dele-
gate the day-to-day life to the family, except for the more general rules:
study schedules, trips, extracurricular activities...

The strong links with the family of origin give them much assurance regarding
the support and education that the children received in Romania during their
absence. The families expose the problem of the shared responsibility: “Our
parents, uncles..., do not want to take full responsibility, because if something
happens they do not want to feel guilty, for example if there is an accident with
injuries when going out to party...”

On the other hand, the strong emotional attachment to the children makes the
calls and the attentions be very repeated and the knowledge level very high: “
when you talk to them, by voice, the pauses, their faces, their eyes, you can see
if something happens, although they do not say it’, sometimes | am the one who
realizes that something’s wrong and | ask my sister to talk to him about any issue.”

The children usually have more adaptive mechanisms than the parents and
they live more normally the separation, also by the high incidence of it in their
environment, “when we bid farewell on holiday, they are the ones that say
“Mom, we’ll be fine, don’t worry about us”, | see their lit eyes, but they do not
cry and | cry tears everywhere ‘,’ when you talk to them they always say “I'm
fine, everything’s fine.”

The characteristics of the different regions of Romania —culture, climate, and job
and training opportunities—, influence the migration process of the children and
make it more or less easy to maintain residency in Romania without parents.

In cases of return, the families suffer because of the school impact: the schoo-
ling below their level is usual, and also the need for reinforcement. This obsta-
cle is compensated by the satisfaction of the child’s return and the disappea-
rance of the adaptive difficulties of the host environment.
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Families express that life is different here and there, so the keys of activity,
organization, functioning, are different. Each context entails different schedu-
les, habits, uses of time, material goods.

There is an argument that could represent a majority, but it is expressed only
in some cases: belonging to a country, a community, etc., as an element of
identity. This argument is linked to the returning of the children to the country
of origin, “Yeah, sure, we’ll go back to Romania, yes. There it is our home, our

son and the family, each has its place...”,” in my case, we will return, because
we have family there and we like being with the family.”

From the statements of the families we can see that there is no cause of con-
cern for the control or disciplinary elements in the decision of the return of the
children. It is true that the disciplinary model is different, there are different
social risks, but families do not feel a particular threat to their sons / daughters
in Spain. This position reflected in the focus group is different from the general
perception, as the belief is that they send their sons / daughters to Romania for
disciplinary reasons. It would be necessary to interview in-depth the families
who do it, to corroborate this contradiction.

Only economic reasons were also not observed in making the decision of sta-
ying or going back to Romania, as it is a much more global decision.

The families are very respectful with the decisions of their countrymen and
not judge the decisions of others that are different from theirs. Although the
parents who say that “children need to be with their parents’ feel more confi-
dent, they express it with more clearness and strength.

The families whose children have lived in Spain keep them registered, in order
not to lose the right to health care in holiday period. The families whose children
have lived in Spain express their concern about the difficulties that may arise if
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they get sick during the holidays. In spite of it, this fact does not condition the
arrival of their children in a temporary stay for holiday.

The age at the time of starting the migration process is crucial to know how
they lived the process and their future expectations. On the other hand it does
not correspond on their integration into the community life or their sense of
belonging in the new community.

If migration occurs from 6-7 years the desire to return and the sense of rele-
vance is more pronounced. Instead those who emigrated in early childhood
manifest s more diversified intention. Some do not want to return, and some do
and are convinced that one day they will return.

The reasons are related to the feeling of belonging to their country and the
reunification with extended family. Smaller children tend to exclude more the
regular return, while for youth and adolescents is a much talked topic among
themselves and with their families and the disparity of opinion is very strong.

The economic crisis and the lack of jobs has boosted the number of returns
and all participants in the groups know families that have returned. Therefore
the return becomes probable. Some want to return and some not, but all say
they do not know any child who has been forced to return against their will. The
idea of return is linked to the current economic situation of Spain, but it is not
lived with anxiety by the minors.

Children were told before the trip, but say they did not understand the meaning
until long after their arrival in Spain. Most came to Spain when they were very
small before the age of 5 or 6 years. Some say that they had been explained

111



Roumanian childhood and adolescence
in transnational migrations

about the place to go, others remember it as a story about how their new life
would be. Everyone knew that the reasons were related to the enhancement
of the economic well-being of the family. In some cases the children were able
to share the unknowns of the trip with other children with whom they made the
trip. And others accept it gradually by themselves. Their fear at origin was to be
discriminated for being foreigners, for being different. But once here they have
not had many difficulties in this regard and they have been very accepted.

The children whose parents traveled before them say they understood what
it meant to emigrate by their absence and that the trip meant the regrouping,
consequently the change was mimicked. Many found it difficult and some even
demanded to precipitate the regrouping.

As for the difficulties, unlike their parents, they say that these focused on the
language, as at first they did not understand anything... The understanding pro-
blems in school are common in all statements. They also insist that if they were
repudiated it was for not speaking or not understanding something.

In areas of Catalonia, where Catalan is the usual language, they still show
harder difficulty with the language, because they had to learn Catalan and
Spanish at the same time which was difficult. However, they agree on the sup-
port and facilities provided by schools and emphasize the understanding of
neighbors, shopkeepers, etc...

In general they consider that adaptation to the change has been easy, because
their customs are very similar to those of the host country.

A recurring theme is the wish of differentiate themselves from the eastern crimi-
nals. They state that have had to explain that they have nothing to do with the
people of their country. All say they are very well treated and that Spain offers
more opportunities: to study, work, leisure, etc...
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With regard to racism, the children in small schools have not felt contempt and
and if there were racism the teachers were controlling it. However in large and
urban schools the racism is present in some environments, but not widespread.
They express support from teachers and school environment when situations of
this kind appear. On the other hand they also state that in Romania there is racism
towards Gypsies and Hungarians what makes a reality known by them, although
they believe that they have the response to this rejection, at least formally.

They agree with their parents in the role of classroom teachers in the process
of adaptation to school and learning the language.

The perception of school performance in Spain and Romania is diverse. Some
report that it is not different in level or requirement. They contrast it with the
information that comes from Romania from their friends and cousins. Those
who have come in primary or secondary school report that their level of mathe-
matics was higher than that of peers, a fact that makes them focus on learning
the language. On the other hand they worry that if they returned to Romania
they will need to study intensively the Romanian language, history and mathe-
matics. They coincide with the adults that is better not to break the school
stages, being better to anticipate or expect to complete them in order not to
break the formation. The older feel independent from their parents’ decision in
the process of migration and they consider themselves able to take the right
decision and carrying it out.

Major differences have emerged in dealing with adults, they’re much more res-
pectful in Romania. Sometimes in excess. Also they repeatedly denounce the
“custom of giving gift to teachers” as a form of corruption. On the other hand
they criticize the lack of limits on the deal, the responsibilities, etc... of the
young Spanish people.

Many carry some sort of extracurricular activity (usually sports) that allows
them to make friends, strengthen bonds...
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Children who know others who have returned with their family in Romania say
that much control exits. Even if the children are there and their families here,
there is still much control.

In their speech whether they would recommend to their cousins or friends from
Romania, most of them would invite them to come, unlike the parents who
recommended others not to come because of the current economic situation.
The difficulties lead them to think about the idea of starting a transnational life
on their own when reached the majority of age.

5.2.3. Key ideas contributed by families and
children participating in the fieldwork

In summary we provide recommendations and precautions that we have achieved:

The integration of children has to do with the host model of the destination country:
more inclusion of foreign policy, more policies of cultural diversity and better roots.

Families are very little different from the Spanish families, nevertheless, in some
contexts they feel they are not very well received, they say that the policies favoring
the multiculturalism are very important.

Schools should work at multi-ethnic approaches. Social and cultural facilities must
maintain schedules that give value to the cultural exchange. The anti-rumors campaign
and other practices of inclusion are valued very positively.

The school is a key element in the social integration of children. The flexibility of the
Spanish education system and the reinforced systems, language learning, training,
compensatory training stand out as good practices.
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They consider that the Romania school should increase the flexibility of request criteria
in the case of minors that return to Romania, and should facilitate school attendance
with their natural age group, offering individual support to them. Families propose to
improve the education of their children in: Romanian language, culture, history and
geography and they ask support from the Romanian government in order to spread
out an education model in out of school schedule with all this contents. They agree in
asking for educative systems that facilitate them their double national identity. This
complementary education will reduce the difficulties in the return process to Romania.

Families apply for health protection. Since the new regulations on foreigners in which
the health card is conditioned by the social security, they consider their health care at
risk. They also feel lack of protection on health for the children who live in Romania;
some live in Spain up to two months and they need to have health cards.

The families request financial support in order to have more family holiday periods.
Their economic migration makes them reduce the number of trips, despite the strong
desire of most common coexistence.
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Identification
of good practices

6.1. Good practices definition

The concept of good practices can be interpreted in many ways, depending on
the authors and the areas to which they relate and place. The general definition
of this concept appears to be an almost impossible task since it depends on
the context, various ideas and practices. Concrete experiences are transfor-
med into practical methods which are framed theoretically and they are subject
to the possibility of being carried out according to external aspects, such as
laws or policies that govern a particular place.

Some, in an attempt to define, point out some features that are noted below. By
good practice, some authors mean, “the application of a set of quality standards
to offer a particular service. Specifications of the process as clear as possible,
scientifically based and reviewed regularly to tell us the guidelines for action
in certain situations,” (Redondo et alt., 1994) “A reference of values, principles
and procedures to ensure that people receive a quality service. Professional
practical actions that help achieve the results” (Arostegui, Martinez, 1999). On
the other hand, good practice would be those, “that introduce ways to make
improvements in processes and activities taking place in our organizations,
improvements designed to produce positive results on the quality of life of
people” (FEAPS, 2000) or an “action that introduces a new way of doing things,
breaking habits and references of the past and noted the good results obtai-
ned. Its features are innovation, adaptation to time, obtaining good results and
the ability to transfer the experience to other similar realities” (ACTE, 2003).
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It is also important to see that good practices can emanate from a good
approach in social policy, in a local, regional or national state in various places.
Of course, that may arise from a line of work that is proposed from a specific
entity. In this sense we find some definitions, for example, the Fundaci6 Pi
Sunyer placing good practice as “any act or experience introduced by the local
authority, based on a previous projects or planning that responds with inno-
vation to a problem”. In this kind of contribution we should notice some of the
good practices that have been found in relation to the Romanian population
residing in Spain.

If we summarize the enormous heterogeneity of these definitions and many
others, we find common criteria and some categories also apply to all. For exam-
ple, Asis and Poyato (2008), would place three items in the axis of good practice
in general and serve us in particular, to analyze what is done in the research
area. Firstly, the impact and transformation, the impact of improvements, enhan-
cements and tangible results, the effectiveness of actions taken, the changes
that have taken place, etc... Secondly, the innovation, that is, the pioneer charac-
ter that has the practice either by its methodology developed by the intervention,
for how different it was to another way of making, etc.. And third, transfer, or in
other words, the ability of this good practice to create models for other interven-
tions, the ability to insert themselves...

This categorization is appropriate to show that they are “good compared to
other practice which was not so much” so it is a concept subject to comparison.
And it should be treated in the same context, in the same field and in relation
to the same group or class of persons... They must work the same categories
and not mix the practices in different categories.

From the methodological point of view and theoretical consistency, it is impor-
tant to analyze the good practice. Although a later work relates this to different
items, it facilitates the coming to some sort of unified result, identifiable in other
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realities, and so on. But with no means the only interesting element of good
practice and analysis are precisely the results. On the contrary, when it comes
to good practice, what gives quality is precisely the “how it develops,” “how to
carry out what is done”.

Moreover, all this makes more sense at the time specified why it is being done,
understood not only as a necessity but as a position or position of those who
carry to term. Without an expressed intent of good practice a wide implemen-
tation gap scheme could develop that would have no impact, nor would it be
innovative and could not be transferred.

Therefore, before going into detail of what is considered good practice identified
in this project, it is important to see the impact and content that the substance
implies in its realization, applied here to migration.

In this context, the concept of good practice relates also to the whole experience
that can serve as a model or provide knowledge for those working in a particular
public policy. To establish criteria to define and identify good practice in the field of
immigration, diversity and coexistence (terms and facts necessarily involved with
each other), see how they apply some of the categories and criteria outlined above.

If we refer to impact it is essential for transforming practice that it is analyzed
and evaluable. For a practice to be transformative it should have made a good
diagnosis of the reality in which they wish to intervene, so that it will: identify
the problem, situation, reality in which it must act, carefully contextualize the
intervention so as to be realized and a good definition of the aim pursued. To
assess the impact of an action is necessary to establish some indicators to
identify and analyze the impacts and ensure that they are observable, if not we
can hardly speak of good practice. In addition some of these impacts should
be in a positive observable order, although it was not planned from the start.
To carry out these conditions is essential, as far as possible, to obtain an esti-
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mate of the impact and of course, part of the diagnosis, good design and good
planning of the intervention.

This impact analysis should take into account the sustainability of the practice,
in the sense that it is efficient and to ensure improvements for the future without
detriment to those living in the present. For example, it should take into account
the economic cost, human resources required, the material conditions... if they
are assumable or may have continuity in time to be more effective. It should also
be considered within the competence and the legal, that is, if those who intend
to make a good practice, are really entitled to bring to fruition or otherwise, are
willing to assume in spite of having no competence.

With regard to the portability and innovation, often resulting in possibilities —pos-
sibilities of new approaches, thematic, methodological, procedural, experiential,
etc..— And, in many cases, the ability to communicate in network elements of
agents that can effectively improve the practices.

This is how comprehensive basis of diagnosis and intervention, understood
as how to approach and question whether to choose a particular practice. To
this we add the methodological rigor as to what the practice cannot be a mere
application of a predetermined plan or policy without timely convenience and
with no other significance or a practice that does not require responsibility and
partnership, for example in its realization.

This would be the ideal approach of a good practice. However, we often define
in a less elaborate way what a good practice represents like that action or
actions that are performed without so much systematization and that gives
advantage to some objective of improvement in any aspect of the usual beha-
vior of the population; in our case in regard to immigration, the possibility of
integration and so on. In short, it refers to a “good” way to act in order to permit
improvements in the quality of life of individuals and groups.
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Thus, it could be said that the best practices have an experiential nature when
proposals arise “from below”, with a clear component of involvement of the
subjects and agents with a clear intention of “ doing something better “ from the
everyday life, something that most likely will not have a nature that may gene-
ralize to any situation or extend to all the realities in which there is the same
problem or similar features. It would be the case of sectorial, community initia-
tives which at the migration proposal, in narrow fields, geographically located,
plans, projects or action programs that may facilitate, for example, the coexis-
tence. A community initiative, a school proposal, a development of intercultural
cooperation project, etc., should be considered in this sense ‘good practices’,
as samples not necessarily extrapolated of human actions for improvement.
And indeed, these practices are often experiences that are certainly not written,
as examples, but they are not systematized and at first they are intended to
be carried out outside the specific context in which they were created. Howe-
ver, in some cases it might be the start of some more widespread proposals
that eventually spread to other contexts, as it has happened with the campaign
“combating rumors”, which is discussed further on, which was started as a small
experience of coexistence and that ended up materializing into a local applica-
tion program in a lot of municipalities in Catalonia.

On the other hand, we can speak of “good practices” referring to the frames
that encourage and that allow to be made, since they trace and develop the
necessary guidelines in writing, in most cases, what we call immigration poli-
cies, which allow them, regularize them and give the possibility to systemize,
to evaluate, etc.

In this second group we can place social policies regarding the immigrant
population, migration flows, community settlements or specific groups, etc., in
a broad sense, and specific policies on migration that there are in a state about
different issues; but we can also discuss about what these social policies,
when they acquire a specific character, can generate or constrain in the daily
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life of the population, the relationships between cultures, different family migra-
tion projects, groups, etc.; that is, the possibilities and potentials of actions in
different contexts to improve the situation of people in a realistic way and with
proximity criteria.

To illustrate this other form of best practices, it may serve the same example
of the campaigns “combating rumors”, when they are assessed, analyzed and
considered their effectiveness from local governments, so that their practices
are “institutionalized” and are they are structured in form of project to develop
in the same or similar manner in different places. In these cases, it was forma-
lized a highly valued experience with effective results. But it must be said that
the mere execution of a proposal, of an experience, does not help to generalize
the production of good practice in all contexts.

All this should add the conceptual or theoretical framework of the approach that
gives consistency to good practice, focusing on values and democratic prin-
ciples, the cultural perspective of diversity management, civic citizenship and
positive valuation of diversity. With some goals: equity, social cohesion, citizen
inclusion, coexistence and participation, and principles: standardization, pro-
action, coexistence and multidirectional interaction of different agents.

6.2. Good practices identified from the qualitative
analysis

In the first place, we must say that the title of this section is one hundred per-
cent compliant with the case of study we present, as there are several features
that have been considered good practice in relation to the migrant population
that do not fit exactly and exclusively to the migration of Romanian origin. It
describes some experiences very formalized and institutionalized, alongside
with others that are clearly social policies of national public-sector organiza-

121



Roumanian childhood and adolescence
in transnational migrations

tions and that target people of Romanian origin. But actions are also descri-
bed, understood as good practices, which are clearly social policies identified
as such and that allow the development of coexistence, multiculturalism, etc.,
in different areas of social relations that seem appropriate to be exposed.

This would not be a matter of analysis if, beyond a description, it would not
be explained the status of these policies and their consequences. So what
have been good practice ceased to be when modified some of the features
that allowed to be regarded as such. For example, in Catalonia entire immi-
grant population, by the fact of being human beings established in the country,
regardless their legal status, enjoyed the basic health care, for which they hold
a card that allowed them to be treated at emergency, including some medicines
for chronic diseases, of risk, etc., and non-specialist medicine, which allowed
that people with chronic diseases could get a medication that otherwise would
not have been able to afford. With current budget cuts in health, the health
cards to illegal immigrants has been retired, which has greatly increased the
risk to their lives if they have a chronic iliness, such as AIDS, since they cannot
afford the medications, given the high price, if the public health do not dis-
pense them. In this case, as in many others in which an economic crisis seems
to condition it all, a social policy with consideration on basic human rights
which vanishes, has or might have an impact on the population, or part of the
population, since this cancellation prevents a good humanitarian institutional
practice, which occurs from some type of priority decision that raises some
government directive.

In other cases, some social and or less formalized community or local reali-
ties allow good practices of proximity that influence on the institutional and
government administrations. It would be the case, already mentioned, of the
campaigns combating rumors”, or the “time banks”, exchange of resources and
skills, abilities , etc., of members of a community or a territory that in some city
councils have even constitute alternative sources to the same economic cri-
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sis, recognized by the local authority. But overall, its institutional consideration
has led to good solidary practices among the population when these practices
have enriched the cultural component and meant very interesting integration
measures for the reception and coexistence, since they were basic elements
of social cohesion.

6.3. Social and institutional policies
in the autonomous communities
of Madrid and Catalonia

On the basis of these broad outlines there have been identified some good
practices that include different agents and that respond to different realities of
the Spanish state. You can see a sample of them below.

In this case, is presented as a practice of involving the population of Romanian
origin in the Community of Madrid, a government initiative, called Centers of
Participation and Integration of Immigrants (CEPI), a total of 17 in the Commu-
nity of Madrid, among those who have Spanish-Romanian Centers of Alcala de
Henares and Coslada, in which part of the fieldwork of this research was made.

These centers are open to the general population, despite celebrating major
holidays in Romania and having as one of their main purposes the offer of his-
torical and cultural activities to facilitate the link between the Romanians living
in Madrid and its learn more about its origins.
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The function of these centers is to provide an intercultural meeting place, open
to allow the participation and integration of all groups of the population living in
the community, to advice, information on existing resources and provide ser-
vices Romanian community especially but not exclusively, to solve problems
and concerns.

These centers can conduct training that prepares them for the workplace,
make use of other services (internet, for example), all for free. They organize
monthly cultural and leisure activities, but are open to youth and children’s
sporting activities at any time. Depending on the location and the network of
entities and individuals involved in such CEPIS, these services expand, for
example, school support, or counseling sessions and a job search all adapted
to the needs of the population; individual guidance is given, legal, psychologi-
cal, social, labor, mediation and translation.

Also benefiting from the entities that request, so that the sports groups or
cultural associations make their meetings at the headquarters of Alcala or Cos-
lada, where there are also some periodicity intercultural encounters. There is
also, book presentations, exhibitions, children’s theater, workshops for children
and youth dance, along with an exciting program of immigration issues (laws,
etc...) and the workplace.

These services, along with the library, the internet and games room are free
and have the general characteristics of being open to the entire community and
the municipality as a whole. Therein lies the consideration of good practice.

Indeed, the assessment of the creation by the Community of Madrid, in several
municipalities, the department concerned could respond to a consideration of
political issues whose approach had more to do with the idea of regional houses
than with a real integration center. So this centre has been organized for the
different backgrounds of people from Latin America to the so-called Eastern and
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North African area and there is a Hispanic center for each country of origin of
the population living in different municipalities of the Autonomous Community.

However, the practice of community action often favors a certain “break” with
the rule that was created and equipment here, as elsewhere, has overcome
cultural action, in practice, there are some barriers to CEPI converting, espe-
cially the Romanians, in true community activity centers that combine identity
and belonging to the Romanian community in the activity itself that is shared by
people living in the town or neighborhood, becoming, in reality, cultural centers
of the place.

The dynamic, more connected to everyday life, consider this practice allows,
unintended by the actors themselves, a channel of communication, training and
neighborhood, with great potential for the common benefit of the citizens of the
neighborhood or all people, not only Romanian.

This deserves further consideration activities related to social public policies
arising from the regional governments elsewhere in the state, as is the case of
Catalonia, whose starting point is precisely not to create spaces “specific” for
the immigration of a given country, but to draw political lines in the form of agre-
ements on immigration, plans,... favoring this daily contact in the various fields
of social relations.

Broadly speaking, since 2004 there are two major points that configure when
rethinking the type of social policy. On the one hand the conception of immigration
linked to the concept of citizenship and on the other, the idea of welcoming, both to
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apply at all levels of self-government, but with criteria of proximity, local and com-
munity levels. Therefore, many of these policies are of institutional involvement,

civil society, etc... They become local regarding local immigration policies.

Another major approach in this direction is the need for participation in the project
implementation framework, in this case those governing performances throug-
hout Catalonia and which are specified in a great compact called “National Pact
on Immigration” initialed in December 2008 by a majority of the Catalan political
forces, social partners and stakeholders in the management of migration. This is
a document with a hundred measures planned to be carried out until 2020 and

aim to ensure a good living and a more just and cohesive one.

This first step of a governmental nature, precisely, is a good practice, both in
terms of the resulting contents of the document, such as the participatory pro-
cess of consultation, prior to approval of the Covenant and its character as a
general framework from which many non-governmental organizations can carry
out their proposals. This framework developed a number of participatory large
impacts on what was the Covenant, more than 2,000 social initiatives and 1,700
civil society input, before the adoption of the Covenant. In parallel with other
social policies that emerged as the host as described below, which focused its
action primarily on education.

In the nineties, when it began to reach schools and college students from other
countries, or for family reunification or accompanying the family, the system
resources were sufficient to bring students to the new situation.
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It was advised on language learning in schools from SEDEC (Catalan teaching
service, created in 1978 by the Generalitat of Catalonia, assigned to the Lan-
guage Policy Division) and when the numbers began to increase in secondary
education, the educational administration created the TAE (workshops and
school adjustment based instrumental learning) aimed at students who had to
join secondary education once the course had already started and had little
knowledge of any of the official languages. The TAE welcomed students from
different schools of the locality. The improvised response was not considered
very effective, worked in the morning and afternoon, students should be incor-
porated into the educational system and it was difficult to give a pedagogical
adapted answer.

The major incorporation of population from other countries started in the nineties
and it became more evident after 2000, this year was 2.9% in the Catalonian
population coming directly from outside the Spanish State this figure amounted,
in 2008 , 14.99%. Of this 15%, the main countries of origin of the incorporated
population are: Morocco (18%), Romania (8%), Ecuador (7%) and Bolivia (5%).

Guidelines for school to students from other educational systems in the adminis-
tration of Catalonia followed the recommendations and courses of action propo-
sed in the plans of the Immigration Branch materialized in the Intercultural Lan-
guage and the Social Cohesion defines the intervention model for the language
Plan and social cohesion®. The host processes and mechanisms for children
and youth of school age and the universal character of the education system
has had to go to the school system enabling strategies and tools to foster strong
and flexible plans, that allow management to language learning guarantees for
incorporation into the new society, as well as provide knowledge to students,
other mechanisms in parallel with broader host.

6. http://www.xtec.cat/lic/intro/document/Pla_LIC_0405.pdf
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Language as an indispensable tool for communicating as both a learning space
and a host strategy. The host sets the first image that builds the population is
schooled in the new reality in which to live.

Catalonia has chosen a model host in the language of the territory, Catalan.
In planning for language learning there have been various mechanisms for
acquisition set up. In the Catalan educational system the host is located in the
school in general focusing the intensity in Reception class. In Catalonia for
the year 2004/2005 it raised with a certain forcefulness in these classrooms.
The main purpose of the new model was to make a good reception process at
the center itself usually awarded to students. The objectives were to ensure
that students were quickly incorporating into the usual dynamic of the class
group. This is necessary for rapid language learning and integration into the
environment.

Recently, accompanying learning the language, a great importance in receiving
the emotional aspects caused by the change of social and cultural environment
has been realized. In the definition of plans for the reception of schools have
provided specific steps so that students feel welcome and feel respect for the
language and culture of origin, to continue with the follow up of the development
of curriculum and of personal autonomy.

In turn, schools must have an Integration Plan for students who just arrived, some-
times this plan is extended to teachers and families. However, the expression host
students that include students finished first in the educational system of Catalonia
in the last twenty-four or thirty-six months (depending on country of origin and
grade level).

At the end of the academic year 2005 announcing the creation of more than 300
new groups Reception, and grew to nearly a thousand the number of existing
classrooms in Catalonia. The Reception class is a transitory space adaptation
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for children 8 to 16 years from other countries who have just incorporated into
the educational system and don’t know the language of the host country. The
resource has been designed to facilitate the acquisition of the knowledge inten-
sive basic language and to facilitate the acquisition of content in the class group
in the shortest time possible. Subsequently it has gained importance and the
accompanying tutorial emotional reception of students.

Therefore the reception class is one of the first places where intercultural rela-
tions materialize which will start the learning process for the acquisition of

language and culture. This process will be influenced by: an analysis of basic
learning skills and social skills related to the different factors influencing:

The level and quality of previous schooling, languages learned.

Personal characteristics.

Intensive Individualized Adjustment Plan to the needs and potential of each student.

Progress in learning.

The personal maturity.

From the combination of these factors it depends on the presence and length
of stay in the reception class, which must always be temporary.
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Implications

The provision of teachers, a teacher who is seen as the responsibility of
the host class.

A computer allocation to work with specific and appropriate programs.
An overall budget for purchase of materials.

Construction of diagnostic testing and evaluation of educational levels
and material resources in different languages.

Specific training for professionals involved in the admission and post-
reception.

Advice continued by regional teams of assessors of social cohesion and
intercultural language (LIC) of educational administration. This candidate
is linked to a teacher of languages generally in the center and the tutor
of the host class.

Introduction and dissemination of good practices and methodologies of
cooperative work and project work.

This classroom typology has worked both in primary and secondary grades and
that welcomes the students who because of not language proficiency, find it hard
to keep up with the classes especially the most conceptual and linguistic ones.
The type of reception classrooms and organizational models have been different,
but as the students acquire communication skills, language and basic knowledge,
the reception classes decrease as the student’s presence in class increases.

The guidance involved the organization of school time so as to allow sharing clas-
ses with the rest of the regular class peer group, particularly in subjects that cons-
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titute especially relational spaces: tutoring, physical education, music education,
technology, visual and plastic education, being a middle way between segregation
(model TAE) and the proposals based on a broader host idea, in which all regular
classrooms are a welcoming center and the reception class is the ordinary clas-
sroom simultaneously.

To meet this need, the teachers had to train themselves in the accompanying
tutorial and the acquisition of teaching skills in order to manage cultural and
linguistic diversity.

In the host plan for each center the actions that will be made with families, with stu-
dents and faculty are gathered, and the organization of school resources in a flexible,
elastic, accurate and revisable at different times to ensure the proper functioning.

From the reception class to the ordinary classroom

Generally, from the Integration Plan and from the reception class is assigned a
mentor who in turn makes co-mentoring alongside regular classroom tutoring.
These first interviews will provide information about the school system, the
operation of the center, resources, support... The guardian of the reception hall
will make an initial assessment that will reach the regular classroom tutor, this
time determining the resources needed.

There are different protocols and organizational models, the management team
can intervene in this process or not, the philosophical approach to the incorpora-
tion is the job of the center and the reception to be completed in the classroom
for reference. In the opening moments they usually pay attention to the first host
family, showing the center, the schedule, the starting materials, the ordinary clas-
sroom teacher informs the class group, explaining the place of origin, customs,
posing as we feel if we were in the same situation... Sometimes, especially in
Secondary Education, they may establish a partner guide.
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The center is responsible for processing the diversity of all students, therefore it
is responsible in the host, in planning the educational pathway (Intensive Indivi-
dualized Plan) and monitoring the learning process. This process can be assis-
ted by the professional team LIC (Language, Intercultural and social cohesion,
both knowledgeable professional learning resources of the language, speaking
in a timely manner and itinerant) for all the personal resources, educational,
methodological and organizational to be taken into account and that the cen-
ter has to ensure school success and equal opportunities. The reception class
teacher and the teacher’s regular classroom are participating in the search for
emotional affective strategies derived from changes arising from the migration
process and look to enhance the promotion and school counseling and connec-
tion with environmental resources. This is where a network linked to the center is
set to a more global, it is possible that in this context is valued the care provided
in a context of respect and protection.

This process will require the collaboration of the entire center and an important
work of coordination among teachers. The schedule and possible groupings of
students may require adjustments and modifications after the evaluation ses-
sions of the quarter. The professor of the reception class group attends mee-
tings of teaching teams and systematically evaluates each students develop-
ments and proposes any changes, and continue to take concrete agreements
on this line and coordinated actions with other educational services, with social
services to exchange information and meet the needs identified. This coordina-
ted effort allows an overview of the process of students in different areas and
affects the use of resources.

From these co-ordinations we can prioritize different aspects: school habits, lite-
racy (reading and writing home), mathematics (operations level and numbering).

In order to carry out the programming materials according to the diversity of
needs are usually made:
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Elaboration of personal work files.

Manipulative materials (games, specific resources...) for the oral expression.

Literacy materials: graphomotor skills, textual typologies...

Elaboration of murals.
Elaboration of projects in different supports.

The Reception class group is formed also as a methodological support, docu-
mentary, specific materials and a place to find materials that may be useful in
addition to the regular classroom.

Therefore, the reception class is essential to become an important flexible
reference point in constant interaction with the student and with the center.
Ideally it ensures that a curricular personalized attention and an intensive lear-
ning of the language is made, and it acts as a transitional space between social
life outside the center and the reception class, like a space that, in addition to
meeting the students in relation to learning, encourages the establishment of
positive personal relationships and bonding with the mainstream classroom
and the environment.

The task of teaching is based on the teaching, support and mentoring and
group orientation class. The classroom, a space in which students learn, live
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and grow, possibly becomes one of the most egalitarian spaces through which
students can travel. This relational space and personalized tracking generally
is well appreciated by both families and students.

The faculty of the center can do a task on time with specific support, provide
immediate assistance in helping to carry out an administrative procedures to
accompany the student to the Primary Care Centre or any other service ... actions
that overstep the teaching task itself, but this customization can be done at the
same time as recognizing the institution as a near space and a key reference in
the listing process (especially in times of initial uptake). Later in the process of
bringing and appreciating other resources inside and outside the school, crea-
ting a space for an ongoing relationship and a structured meeting space.

The Language, Multiculturalism and Cohesion Section, from the LIC Project
(Language and Social Cohesion), has ensured the production of materials and
learning resources, which are settled on:

Develop and disseminate (especially through Espai LIC | edu 325) materials for students
and guidance and support strategies for teachers. In this environment online spaces
are created: Alumnat Nouvingut, Centre Acollidor, Pla Educatiu d’Entorn, Projecte de
Convivencia, Biblioteca Escolar, Educacio per la Ciutadanania, Convivencia i mediacio
escolar, Programa de Llengiies. In these spaces you can find links and interactive
activities online and PDF documents.

Promote to edit material that covers in the broadest possible way the learning and
acceptance needs of the students; new publisher lines have been created.

Promote the dissemination and / or publication of materials developed by the teachers
themselves, and thereby assist in the generalization of innovative experiences.

134



. S

6. Good practice from
the data provided

Promote projects of collaboration with other services, departments or public entities,
in the cases in which this collaboration allows a material to have various uses.

Promote and incorporate other factors initiatives (institutions, academic sector, media)
that are useful for the purposes and objectives of the linguistic, social and cultural
diversity inclusion.

From the LIC Project, with targets focused on the language learning, are driven
the following initiatives:

Adapted readings.
Lines of publication of
fiction books suited to

language proficiency
levels are encouraged.

Lexicon Interactive
and dictionaries. resources.

Elaboration
and evaluation of level
and evaluation tests.

TIC activities for the
reception classes.

There has also been plenty of important publications from outside education
system initiatives (for example, the collection “Conciutadania intercultural”
(“Intercultural citizenship”) by Jaume Bofill Foundation and other citizen enti-
ties), with the intention of facilitating reflection and educational intervention in
the socialization processes.
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With just the language learning, it is not enough, you also need to find ways to
approach and meet the other in a broad sense and respect the cultures as well
as languages in the education system.

Another goal that cannot be neglected is the relationship and understanding
of families and the center of the environment and the relationship with all the
wider environment. Getting a good communication with families facilitates the
creation of links, the possibility of building trust. The family must receive clear
and detailed information on the general habits and hygiene, health standards,
medical facilities (medical examinations), the operating rules of the school,
schedules, school supplies needed, the agenda, the duties and actions neces-
sary for the acquisition of work habits and autonomy. In some cases it is neces-
sary for a translator to facilitate dialogue between the family and the center. In
some occasions there have been carried out language learning experiences
related to the educational establishment, on the basis of proposals to adhe-
rence the school environment. In this way, the mothers attending to learning
languages courses are linked to the school, and this makes that the understan-
ding and cohesion of the relationship can be more effective.

Adequate post-reception involves socio-cultural adaptation in order to be able
to maintain social cohesion, intercultural education and the use and language
learning and the possibilities of movement through space and common circuits.

Another initiative worth mentioning, in the process of inclusion of students,
sometimes linked to Environment Education Plans (PEE) are educational sup-
port programs with compensatory selection criteria and objectives related to
students’ academic performance and other remedies that are out of school in
schools linked to leisure and time off school. These spaces are deployed from
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the vicinity, from the relationship and the collection of requirements although it
would also be good to get the definition of resources from the participation and

involvement of children and the general population.

During 2009-2010 it was proposed the creation of a new measure in Reus
(ninety education placements) and Vic: two EBE (school welcoming spaces)
classrooms were opened, which creation was very controversial because of
the initiative of the educational administration and local government. This ini-
tiative consisted of the creation of full-time centers or spaces and sometimes
separate from the schools where students who just arrived were located, in
order to take classes there that facilitate the learning of the language and those
elements that are considered necessary for the subsequent immersion in the
mainstream school; is constituted as a prior space to facilitate the incorporation
to the educational system, a diagnostic space, a space for the knowledge of
the city. But this delays the relationship with students here, it is a measure that
prevents contact, and personal communication from the start. The research
conducted in order to evaluate the effectiveness of these spaces generated
for the first linguistic acceptance in which various professional -language tea-
chers, social workers- have participated, a research coordinated by Nuria Simo
(GREUV.UVI) and contained in the document of internal use Els espais de
benvinguda educativa de Vic i Reus: Informe d’avaluacioé (Educative Welcome
Spaces from Vic and Reus: Assessment Report) (Vic, June 2010) concluded
that if this space was not significant with respect to language learning, he did
have an impact on the first contact and the first linkage and environmental
awareness of the population participating in the resource, both students and
families. In short, the first host is significant in personal trajectories of integra-
tion. These resources, after evaluation as a result of cutbacks and declining

incoming population, were deleted.
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In the year 2004 the General Department of Language and Social Cohesion
(SGLIC) of educational administration published the plan for language and
social cohesion. They begin with the spirit of being an open and innovative
education administration that encourages municipalities to participate in the
educational needs for social cohesion, educational achievement and civic life.
The PEE are intended to achieve, from the interconnection between schools,
families and the community to raise the educational success of all students
in all dimensions, personal, social, academic and labor, through support and
promotion of intercultural coexistence practices in the context of the territory,
all with the aim of achieving greater academic and social educational success
of the students. From a broad approach to collect the various initiatives of the
area and encourage all those who are already in operation.

Apart from the analysis that could be made from the approach, some voices
warned of the need to avoid making from the PEE a policy of resources concen-
tration that bank on decentralization of issues caused by social homogenization.

The first education plans came into operation in 26 municipalities once started
the school year 2004-2005 with a budget of 2,696,200 euros. The school year
2004-2005 had 95 PEE in 80 municipalities. In the school year 2009-2010 the
implemented budget of the program for the 80 participating municipalities was
14,455,890 euros, 11.2% of the local authority, 26.8% of the PROA program,
24.8% finalist amount, and 37.2% education administration amount.

The deployment in the particular territory was usually managed from commis-
sions involving the technical staff, local authorities, etc., combining the techni-
cal representation and institutional representation in decision-making, actions
that have been deployed in a particular community with reference schools
also linked to these commissions. In Innova assessment report document, it is
noted the need for more direct citizen involvement in defining needs.
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6. Good practice from
the data provided

Generally scheduled and conducted performances in different areas:

Reception of students.

Project-oriented language learning and sharing.

Student support and tutoring.

Children and Youth Revitalization.

Open libraries.

Extracurricular Projects.

Promotion of sports.

Support programs.

Support for families (talks, workshops, courses).

It stands as one of the best valued activities assisted study workshops and
tutoring.
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Another support for these policies are the municipal offices in the center assig-
ned school based on existing educational facilities and places in an area, to try
to divide, distribute, send students to private centers. It was carried out among
other places in the city of Vic and they have created a model.

In other autonomous communities there are many other proposals, with diffe-
rent model laws, plans and instructions for the reception and integration opera-
tion: temporary classrooms of linguistic adaptation in Andalucia, Spanish clas-
srooms for immigrants in Aragon, intensive language immersion classrooms
(Intoca), reception classes and curricular access in Asturias, linked classrooms
in Madrid, reception classes in Murcia.

6.4. Experiences of good practice in civil society

A civic education interest initiative to be implemented from 2003 is the Lan-
guage Volunteer that encourages the voluntary exchange of language pairs,
designed for the general population. In this regard it is noteworthy that in small
towns this function is carried out naturally without posing any specific projects.
The so called language pairs come out from an institutional campaign of the
regional and municipal administrations. It is a receiving policy initially promo-
ted by civic entities and entities for the defense of Catalan (Omnium Cultural),
but has become an everyday resource beyond the registration or offshoot ari-
sing from some language classes offered in different municipalities by other
entities (Junta Permanent de Catala, dedicated to the teaching of Catalan in
all curricular levels and for all ages), conducted in civic centers, in immigrant
associations headquarters or in the premises of municipalities.

Also in a social sense, is to say, from the society, the “anti-rumors” campaigns
must be highlighted. Such actions are usually encountered in the civil society
entities, of which main objective is to work in order to dismantle, to demystify
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and clarify the stereotypes and prejudices that they generate in the population
for immigrants. In some municipalities, such campaigns have become local
immigration policies with programs and applications, and highly institutiona-
lized. In the case of the Romanian population such policies at the municipal
level have helped to clarify confusion about some aspects of criminal behavior
of some individuals of Romanian origin which had been widespread. Note that
the Romanian people are not represented in this profiling, but rather in trans-
national workers, which has been one of the objectives of these campaigns.
In some more systematic programs there have even been created quasi-pro-
fessional figures called “anti-rumors factors” to exercise this educational work.

In the case of the consideration of citizenship residing in Spain, there are some
measures also in Catalonia, of an exemplary nature, among which we must
highlight the health card for every person who is enumerated in a certain muni-
cipality. This enables those who have this card to be treated in health centres
on issues relating to emergency health care. However, it should be noted that
in this time of crisis what happens is that with the withdrawal of cards from
people who have not legalized their status, will increase the health problems of
some people with chronic diseases (HIV infection, for example) that until now
had free medications, to which “officially” those without health cards are not
able to obtain.

In the case of Catalonia, the perpetrator of the immigration policy with com-
petency in this issue have agreed that, despite the restrictions that have been
carried out at the state level, would keep the same policy that existed on this
issue. It remains to be seen how this disagreement develops in the near future
and when these different approaches are implemented.



Conclusions and
recommendations

7.1. Summary of the results obtained

The study has revealed a barely visible reality: the integration of Romanian
families in Spain and the exercise of their parenthood. We have deepen the
care that families take for their children in Spain and have watched the need
for further investigations in the exercise of distance parenthood of the families
that do not group or return their children.

We consider of special interest the information gathered from the focus groups,
which are a space for reflection and group analysis who have provided relevant
content to the subject of study.

The contrast of the results comparing to Italy has shown that Spanish society
accept the Romanian families and live with them quite normally, special without
special stigmatization or difficulties, fact that we attribute to active social policy
of recent decades, in favor of coexistence and social cohesion.

The contrast of results with the teams of Romania has shown the importance of
parent-child separation of many families, so that, as detailed further on, it was
considered necessary to deepen into this matter.

Below the information that seemed most relevant to this research is briefly
explained and at the same time new hypothesis in course of study, recom-
mendations and detected necessities are pointed out, recommendations and
identified needs.
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Spain is one of the countries that have received more immigration in the last
decade due to the economic growth situation and the need for labor. The diffi-
cult economic situation of Romania in this period, especially with the process
of conversion to capitalism, which made this one of the European Union cou-
ntries with more migrants. The language of Latin origin and cultural proximity
between Spain and Romania state that since 2000 Spain has received many
immigrants from Romania. Indeed, they have gone from being a group hardly
represented in the census of population to be the largest group, ahead of other
more established groups, such as those from Latin America or Morocco. The
socio-demographic analysis made from official data shows that the Romanian
group had a high level of employment, with significant employment in the free-
lance regime. Almost all Romanian families have their children at school, make
a rational and normal use of the health system, and they barely go to the social
services. The Romanian group is not significantly represented in crime statis-
tics neither are subject in conflicts of coexistence.

The literature studied on the Romanian group indicates that this exercise their
citizenship and participation in social life in an active way, the proof being the
large number of active associations of Romanian people in Spain, especially in
Madrid, Catalonia and Castellon, where they gather.

The social perception is generally good. From the bibliography and their sto-
ries it may stand out the high level of coexistence, as evidenced by the fact that
it is the migrant group with the highest number of mixed marriages. Often and
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from a very biased perception, the Romanian population is confused with the
transnational gipsy population, and it should be also pointed out the migration
motivated by economic issues, of the criminal gangs from Eastern Europe. In
the Spanish State, despite prevailing stereotypes, these distinctions are taken
into account in the daily life, so it does not happen like in other countries, for
instance ltaly, where the deliberate confusion in the society as a whole, gene-
rate unfair generalizations.

There have been few cases of Romanian families who have expressed that
they felt discrimination because of their origin, usually it occurs in isolation in
social contexts with little presence of immigrants in general and it is related to
the exclusion of economic origin. In the speech of the children, specific identi-
fications between Romanian origin and Eastern crime gangs are observed, but
as the studies and the literature corroborate, are easy to refute arguments and
very present in the collective imagination.

As for gipsy migration, in the Spanish State this is associated to the Portu-
guese group as a majority and this population is recognized as a cultural phe-
nomenon characteristic of the gipsy culture independently of the country, so it
is not a difficulty for Romanian families.

Local families who know families from Romania soon establish bonds of trust
and mutual support, acting against widespread prejudices.

The migration process is usually initiated by the father, supported in host by
relatives or acquaintances of origin. He settle in a short time and groups the
family, first the woman and then to the sons / daughters, or all at once, in a
short period of time, mostly.
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As for the children, some are not grouped and they remain on the charge of
extended family in Romania. Sometimes they are repatriated after a short time
because of the inability to adapt to the new environment. Others are returned
when they get to puberty or adolescence under pretexts or sometimes argu-
ments of difficulties in the school transitions of the two countries and / or lack
of support for care in Spain since the parents have days with very long working
hours. Other families expose the need to repatriate their children at puberty or
adolescence to avoid excessive social roots and so maintain the desire to return
to Romania by the entire family, so they anticipate the return of the children what
would be their initial idea, returning in the medium term, that is when they have
fulfilled the goal of collecting enough money to live better in Romania.

We are facing a phenomenon of economic migration from the first generation,
so the desire to return to the country of origin is prevalent and in most cases
relates the migration process as circumstantial and temporary.

For most Romanian families the family unit is a very strong value, for which
the most important functions to exercise are the attention, care and education.
The roots of the children to the host country are derived from this principle:
the families consider that the roots of their children would inhibit the long-term
returning or would condition the parents to return without them when they were
grown and reached the independence.

In the process it is observed in a predominant way the support of acquaintance
or Romanian relatives during the first few months: they are welcomed into their
homes, facilitate business contacts, help them to learn the language, and so
on. The relationships established in the neighborhood and workplace envi-
ronment replace the host networks in a short time, being around the children
schooling when formalized the roots, regarded this as the normal participation
Know and / or speak Spanish and in the case of Catalonia, Catalan, it is also
understood as a primary need in the migration process. In this sense, the
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Romanian community shows many skills in language learning, they state that
is a salvageable difficulty and that they can start relationships and work even
without a high proficiency in the host language. The resources for adult educa-
tion and school compensation are highly recognized as an important support
during the reception process.

Regarding the integration of the children, we can observe that the school
environment is the primary stage in the process of receiving. More resources
directed to diversity, compensation and support more integration facilities and
normalized participation.

The families participating in the research have shown a very strong sense of
identity and Romanian ‘pride’, even the children who emigrated being very
small. It is, therefore, a very strong concern for the preservation of native cul-
ture: language, traditions, history, culture.

The parents mostly maintain in their speech the idea of the return, except for
mixed marriages and families that migrated because of larger and more com-
plex motivations than economic or with personal and family situations more
specific, such as divorces or separations, for instance. On the other side and
except from some cases, the children mostly show the interest of not going
back, but they accept the returning to Romania if their parents have to return,
in order not to lose the family support, and they accept the autonomy of their
parents if they decide to return to Romania definitively when they are mature
enough to stay in Spain.
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Despite this idea of rooting, they feel Romanian and wish to preserve and
improve the Romanian language, traditions, and so on. Very naturally they
express great interest in extracurricular reinforcing activities in this regard.

In Spain we can see a substantial number of associations of Romanian people
in business entities of mutual support, probably prompted by the large number
of free-lance workers and religious organizations (mostly to facilitate Orthodox
worship) or cultural (the preservation of their specific traditions and cultural
events: music, dance, cookery...).

As mentioned, the exercise of parenthood is very important for the Romanian
families.

The families explain to their children the migration process depending on their
age. It has been observed that more information and support in the migration
process, better ability to adapt to the changes. It is important to explain that
the children are not consulted, but informed, since the parents recognize their
responsibility in the election, while they recognize the need for participation
and preparation of the children.

The minors migrate without any previous preparation: they were not trained
in the host language and they find it difficult to understand the changes that
migration supposes until it has taken place.

In the process of migration of the children, the school becomes the key focus of
the process. Schooling at the level that corresponds to their age and adaptation
and training classes in the language of origin inside or outside school hours,
greatly facilitate the life course of this change.
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The Romanian school system is strong in learning mathematical content and
language, Romanian literature and history. It is a learning model based on an
authoritarian system, effort and concentration. The Spanish education system
is much more diverse in content and does not deepen so much in language
and mathematics. It is a model that strengthens generic skills and the ability to
work in teams and discriminate information. They are two different educational
systems that require adaptation not only in content but also in learning models.

We found that the host policies of the Catalan school system greatly facilitate
the integration of children from Romania.

From school, the performance of extracurricular activities and the participation
in the community life, the socialization occurs in a normalized way, as with
other immigrant population.

Romanian families are usually very welcoming and their homes are a point of
meeting, playing and study for the kids and their friends. This feature is another
important element in their socialization and community participation.

It has been observed, especially with the data provided by the research team
of Romania, suffering and stress because of the temporary separation of the
parents, especially if the separation occurs temporarily of both parents in the
process of returning to Romania. In the process of migration, the separation is
easier to understand as part of an improvement process for the family. In con-
trast, in the situations of return, the feeling of failure greatly hinders the process.

The families who have children in Romania speak with pain about the sepa-
ration, especially the mothers. In all cases resistance it is observed. It was
possible to observe different types of relationships. There are families who are
actively involved in the education of their children: they speak to them daily by
phone or through computer communications, and decide from Spain the sche-
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dules and activities mates of their children. In these cases, which are not a few,
the host family becomes the minor attendant, but the responsibility for decision
-making falls to the parents despite the distance. The usual pattern is that the
extended family that welcomes the children at home is the decision maker of
the day to day and they share with the parents only the most strategic deci-
sions (choice of school, serious non-urgent medical authorizations, etc...). In
these cases, the emotional and affective decreases over time and the models
in Romania are more and more relevant.

The competence of the families hosting children in Romania, the emotional
bonding and trust between parents and the caregivers, the generation gap and
the media, determine the patterns and possibilities.

We have seen that the domain of technology and the introduction of computers
and computer networks can greatly facilitate the process of temporal separa-
tion of the sons / daughters as they can establish more contact and support
from a distance. Families using regularly these means were satisfied and invol-
ved in the education of their children in Romania.

The frequency of the visits of the parents in Romania and their presence in
important dates also highly determine the family ties. The children usually
make few visits to Spain. Nevertheless, it was possible to identify some fami-
lies sharing their vacation in Spain.

As already said, the involvement of the children and the acceptance of the
final situation significantly determine the parental relationships. The families
expressed by majority that the decisions are shared with the children, and we
could not contrast such information.

It is recommended to provide educational and psychological support to fami-

lies (parents and children) in order to take on the specific break challenges and
the clusters that occur during a migratory process.
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7.2. Suggestions for improvement

The migratory processes are very complex and its success depends on the
balance between migrants and the host population. Thus, the establishment of
social policies that facilitate participation and community development in order
to promote citizenship for all the people of an environment is the basis for any
migratory process.

In this regard, it should be noted that only comprehensive policies facilitating
social cohesion allow to prepare the citizens to welcome new members and
give them ability to constructively contribute to the cultural and social wealth.

We cannot accept the identification of good practices isolated, specific experien-
ces that respond to specific needs, but we must bet for the validity of a social policy
model to analyze the complexity and comprehensiveness of the needs of a social
and human environment, and that is able to provide effective local responses.

Thus, universal schooling, universal health care, community development plans,
pacts on immigration of a territory, the plans to accommodate the migrant popula-
tion, the school reception classes and other examples described in the previous
chapter are key elements that facilitate a realistic perception of the Romanian
population and allow a standardized community life of this immigrant population,
from the consciousness we have to improve and advance more and optimize
attention to their felt and expressed needs.

From this principle to maintain and improve the already existing social policies,
we must pay attention to some feeling contributions of the interviewed families
which have been contrasted with research teams from different countries and
have been extensively gathered in the international volume of the research, but
despite this we consider necessary to present it in this publication. It is about
improvement proposals to help normalize, humanize and facilitate the lives of
migrants and their participation processes - integration in the host communities.
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With the school environment as the axis around which the integration and the
community life of children is revolving, it is necessary to review some opinions

and make some recommendations.

Schooling in the age group greatly facilitates socialization. Thus, the stan-
dardized competencies establishment to assess children’s academic level in
different European Union countries would facilitate geographic mobility. The
development of a unique curricular design —which does not mean standar-
dizing curriculum, neither with the same content— for different EU countries
would allow the real geographical mobility of minors. The specific territorial
contents —domination of the official language and also the history and geogra-
phy of the territory— should be perceived in the curriculum from base contents
which would allow schooling by age, recommending extra-school training in
origins and on the returning, in an broad form if considered.

It aims to promote and facilitate training in language, literature, geography, cul-
ture and Romanian tradition in countries hosting a large number of immigrants
of origin, thus facilitating identity elements that allow the development of a
standardized double identity, home and host. Such training should be carried
out with financial and technical support by governments, and their processes,
whether outside or inside school, they should be developed from the involve-
ment of the target community training.
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There are studies that show prosperity of multiple identities, understood as ele-
ments of openness and understanding of the realities that make up the people’s
references. However, the construction of a multiple identity should be woven with
a meaning, to avoid contradictions, and it must start from the analysis of positive
processes of building a new identity. Hence the importance of standardizing and
even naturalize the plurality and the common construction of a culture which
results of the coexistence of different cultures in some specific territories. Moreo-
ver, it is essential that such realities are not viewed as isolated initiatives, almost
as pilot programs, but rather proposals that have a structure derived from social
policy, broadly defined, that allows what in the reality is a fact. It could well serve
the case of the Romanian migration to elucidate some of these issues and serve
in some way as an example of cultural normalcy.

If we accept global migration flows, it is necessary to plan training resour-
ces facilitators of international mobility. The countries welcoming immigrant
population must articulate more, if possible, the adult training resources and
establish support systems of language learning within the school system itself
to the minors.

In turn, the issuing countries should provide training, originally, in the langua-
ges of the countries receiving large migration flows, thus facilitating integration
into target both adults and their children.

In this sense, it is also essential that social policies with respect to structure
education, are the democratic framework that helps to regulate such matters,
not a framework in which it becomes obvious the discrimination or the conflict.
They must be friendly policies with the ones of the arriving population and are
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perfectly combining with the respect and learning the language that exists in the
host country and represents part of the culture and identity of the place. In this
sense, although there is always a writing “plan” which is not quite completed, the
comprehensive proposals described in the previous chapter are very relevant.
They developed in Catalonia and involve the whole society in their various acti-
vities and responsibilities. The co-responsibility between governments, between
governments and civil societies, between different conceptions of existing social
policy in specific societies, should be considered a crucial element. There, the
models of coexistence and linguistic integration should have a broadly accep-
tance. And it must be a territorialized agreement, but also a transnational one.

Communication between immigrant people and people in origin from the same
family unit is a key to coexistence. Provide telecommunications and training
spaces for families residing in Romania which have relatives who have emi-
grated is especially relevant when they take on the education of the children
of these immigrants. The access to new technologies facilitates the emotional
bonding, the exercise of parenting from distance and the responsibility among
the different factors involved in the education of children.

In this sense, disseminate good practices identified in families involved in the
education of their children from distance, and establish training programs for
families parenthood skills in the different phases of the migratory project, is
notably recommended both in the preparation of migration and in the exercise
from distance or in the process of the return and regrouping.
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This aspect, once again, puts a lot of responsibility in the field of the public
policies, as it is clear that with the economic inequalities existing in this case in
both countries, can hinder or even prevent to some families the use of compu-
terized systems for the domestic and transnational communication. Therefore,
clear policy initiatives in favor of digital illiteracy and the promotion of resources
in public places with universal access to the media would be recommendable.

The complexity of migratory dream, expectations, debts, promises, contrast
with the difficulties of the migration process. It aims to promote initiatives to
give voice to the families who have migrated, so they can talk about the reality,
the difficulties of the migration process, the need for preparation of the project,
economic vicissitudes, difficulties on documentary regularization of the situa-
tion and its impact on obtaining regular work, limitations that must be assumed
in a migratory and resignations to work according to the original training. The
aim is to achieve a more realistic view of the population remaining at origin
according to the expectations given by the ones who have gone and help to
build more realistic and less harmful future migration processes.

There are Romanian Government initiatives, such as that in 2008, “Hello, | ‘m
Romanian” to enhance the social image of Romanians in the host countries,
with good results, so that campaigns aimed at the population of origin should
be even more effective.

Hence the need for comprehensive social policies, that is, the campaigns or
other initiatives expressed herein, have their reference in this view which inclu-
des not only isolated problems, but global policies deployed in actions, servi-
ces, etc. that put a question to the community and civil society for the partici-
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pation, but does not delegate responsibility for carrying them out at their own
risk. In these cases, the partnership is the value, but with diffuse responsibility.

It is interesting to take the fight against stereotypes that represents the actions
called “combating rumors”, as set out above and that have been conducted in
various places in a more or less institutionalized way, with remarkable success
and a good involvement in the host society of different sectors of anti-racist
movements and other social movements, but with a very important responsibi-

lity from the local governments.

7.3. Challenges and opportunities

This section presents proposals for deepening and work to improve the coexis-
tence of Romanian families in Spain. And also new challenges identified during
the investigation.

Prior to the proposals, it must be said that these situations should are not
presented by chance. The analysis shows the experience of immigrants who
moved at different times (waves of immigration), one of which coincide with the
“fall” of the Soviet Union, of which structures and social policy depend many
of the elements that have been tested in this research. Organizational aspects
of people’s lives, for example, the holiday, the model of schooling, in short,
social relations in general and relations with the Government, the concept not
so named of enforceability of many of the social and collective activities, invol-
ving adhesion, among other issues, are getting diluted, and in some cases
crumbled, giving way to another model, the one of Western capitalism, which,
among others, changes completely the values that are infused by the social
relations and the society organization.
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In a second stage, maybe at the present time, that some of the fundamental
concepts, some of the policies relating to aspects of social life are changing
and they are becoming more like the ones of Europe today. The incorporation of
Romania to the European Union is a process that in some aspects of everyday
life of Romanians resembles to those of Italy or the Spanish State. The chan-
ging processes operating in the European educational systems, the need to
unify criterions about it, etc., are placing, for example, the Romanian system of
education in a frame of mind also of change which might be accelerated, but
which still preserves aspects that have been embedded in the bottom of the
ways of doing, of the expectations, of the habits of the population. This is due
to some explanation in the focus that were groups carried out and which reflect
this difficulty generated by the different form it takes, in the curricular elements,
the educational management system of teaching in Romania.

Consequently, it is borne in mind that changes in the structures are not auto-
matic and that the residual of a system can remain living with the new at one
time and one place. And, therefore, it is essential that social policies in educa-
tion, in this case, but also the health, the work, the housing, etc., must be the
proper ones to regulate these aspects of ‘European’ similarity that can promote
social integration and participation of the Romanian families and their children
in other European territories with which in other respects have many similari-
ties. It is not about standardize or copy, but adapt elements to allow a better
free flow of people from other countries within Europe.

However, taking into account that some host countries have not assumed their
European role facilitator of internal migration processes, that may be reluctant
or simply do not understand very well the processes and the migration projects
of some individuals and groups, it should be carried out a deepen review of the
social policies in these places. Eradicate the racism and xenophobia in Spain
and ltaly, or make the free of stereotypes living easier, might be a task of the
civil society and voluntary, but they are and must be above all a responsibility
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of the public authorities. In this regard, the role of recognition to be accorded to
the initiatives is essential, experiences what we call best practices in specific
terms and in specific areas, but it is much more important to exists because
there is a social policy framework in these host countries that not only listens to
these initiatives, but it promotes the extension and expansion of a view in diffe-
rent sectors of their coexistence relations: accompanying policies, education
policies for the migration processes comprehension and promote integration
and cultural construction, along with policies of occupation, housing, etc. that
respond to human rights. This should be the bet. However, there are some
issues that should go further to improve the current situation of people who
participated in the study: Romanian-born children and their families. Aspects
that are proposed for study or analysis of issues that have appeared in the
course of the research process and that have a great interest.

It has been found that there are many children living in Kinship care in Roma-
nia without their parents. As discussed, the temporal separation parent-child
directly affects the growth and development of the Romanian children. It must
be said that it has been very difficult to interview in depth and also to conduct
focus groups with families who have regressed their children or did not group
them, so we considered necessary to deepen into the motives and the exercise
of parenthood from distance in future studies.

Along the publication it was presented the importance of the fundamental
social policies. It was also noted the need to develop regional action plans,
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since the most effective responses to social needs are those developed from
and in communities. It is from this community perspective that is carried out
the need to promote the study of factors even those specific to rural and urban
environments in a comparative way, in order to analyze their impact and to
establish valid recommendations for different groups of migrants.

On a voluntary basis, in this research the Gypsy group was discarded as a
study, based on the need to emphasize the uniqueness of this cultural group.
However, it intends to study this reality more specifically comparing the results
that might be obtained with these and other future ones, given that in some
contexts, not just those studied in the Spanish territory, it seems that the confu-
sion between Romanian population and the gipsy population from Romania or
those generally called Eastern countries mark stigmatizing stereotypes of the
people who come from Romania. It is interesting to deepen the ways which is
given for this division between Romanian people and Romanian gypsies. The
nomadism, along with other distinctive elements, determines the differentiation
in the motives and the migration projects of each other. The first settle or stay a
while in Spain and the second go to live temporarily or circumstantially in Spain
and these two processes must not be considered identical. The gipsy trans-
nationality, regardless of their origin and establishment, requires establishing
clear policies that facilitate the coexistence. While it is true that belonging to
the gipsy ethnicity should not be a prejudice, there should be clear social poli-
cies, not repressive, as it happens in the case of Catalan or Spanish gypsies.

In Catalonia there is an interesting study by Koen Peeters Grietens (2005) in which
the author explains the reality of the gipsy population of Romanian origin, their
ways of living, the marginalization, livelihood strategies, kinship, camps, their
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access to education... Some conclusions and recommendations agree on the
need to deepen the political and administrative framework that enables migration
- exclusion of the gipsy population. In this case, the study focuses on the cities of
Barcelona and Badalona. No studies have been found in other parts of the state,
so the suggestion to go further in this regard would help to clarify the “nationality”
in these migration processes.
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Paolo Freire emphasized that the attitude of listening, is beyond
hearing. Many times we hear many things, but we have to try to
listen to what the other is trying to tell us, this is a fundamental
attitude. This research wanted to read, hear and recognize voices,
studies and practices that have been developed in our country.
Although much progress has been made in the integration, it
can be stated that there are no significant difficulties affecting
the migration processes of the Romanian families and their
children in Spain, there is still a long way to go and the Romanian
community has given its opinion. Now the challenge is to examine
the processes of the return to the origin, to develop and support
the social policies and the ability of the society itself to achieve
the expected social cohesion.
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